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CXLVII.  Glasgow,  January  8.  John  Glassford,  Esq.  to  Baron  Mure :  Bank- 
ing and  currency — Proposed  measures  for  prohibiting  "  Optional  clauses" 
and  restricting  small  notes.1 

CXLVIII.  Memorandum  in  further  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  Glasgow 
banks. 

CXLIX.  Hill  Street,  January  17.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure  :  Sir  James 
Gray,  ambassador  at  Naples — Present  of  the  Herculanensia  from  the 
King  of  Naples  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Colleges. 

1  The  "  Sir  James"  mentioned  in  this  letter  is,  perhaps,  more  probably  Sir  James  Maxwell  of 
Pollock,  who  wa9  then  connected  with  banking  business  in  Glasgow, — than  Sir  James  Stuart  of 
Coltness,  as  conjectured  in  note  to  the  text. 
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CLVI.  College  of  Edinburgh,  March  19.  Dr.  Robertson  to  Baron  Mure :  Lord 
Northumberland's  son — The  Doctor's  proposed  History  of  England. 

CLVII.  Hill  Street,  March  23.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure:  Lord  Nor- 
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CLVIII.  Arniston,  March  31.  Lord  President  Dundas  to  Baron  Mure :  La- 
narkshire Election — Andrew  Stuart's  canvas. 

CLIX.  Hill  Street,  April  1.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure :  Relief  to  the 
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CLXI.  Austhorpe,  April  18.  John  Smeaton,  Esq.  Civil  Engineer,  to  Mr.  R. 
Macpherson  :  Scotch  Navigation  projects. 

CLXII.  Hill  Street,  April  22.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure  :  Young  Eng- 
lishmen in  Edinburgh — College  appointments. 

CLXII  I.  Hill  Street,  May  23.  The  same  to  the  same  :  His  lordship's  dismissal 
from  office. 

CLXIV.  Potsdam,  May  24.  Earl  Marischal  to  Baron  Mure :  The  Earl's  for- 
feited estates — M.  de  Meuron. 
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CLXV.  Hill  Street,  June  4.     Mr.  Mackenzie  to  Baron  Mure  :  Mr.   M.'s  dis-  1766. 

missal  from  office — Ministerial  changes  and  intrigues. 

CLXVI.  Rome,  June  5.     Lord  Mountsteuart  to  Baron  Mure :  Professor  Mal- 
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changes  in  the  Ministry. 
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thumberland— Dr.  Blair — Mr.  Pitt. 

CLXX.  Hill  Street,  July  11.     The  same  to  the  same:  Rockingham  adminis- 
tration formed. 

CLXXI.  Potsdam,  September  7.     Earl  Marischall  to  Baron  Mure :  Scotch  ac- 
cent and  Scottish  songs. 

CLXXII.  Castle  Menzies,  September  10.     Mr.  Mackenzie  to  Baron  Mure:  Dr. 
Walker's  Researches  in  the  Highlands — Lord  Bute. 

CLXXHI.  Edinburgh,  October  5.     Dr.  Hugh  Blair  to  Baron  Mure  :  Hon.  Mr. 
Percy's  Board — David  Hume. 

CLXXIV.  Hill  Street,  November  30.     Mr.  Mackenzie  to  Baron  Mure :  New 
Ministry — Political  prospects  and  intrigues. 

CLXXV.  Hill  Street,  December  21.     The  same  to  the  same  :  Same  subject — 
Lord  Breadalbane. 

CLXXVI.  Berlin,  December  28.     Mons.  De  Meuron  to  Baron  Mure  :  Of  M.  de 
M.'s  diplomatic  appointments,  &c. 

CLXXVII.  Berlin,  December  30.     Earl  Marischall  to  Baron   Mure :  M.  de 
Meuron — The  Earl's  gout  and  cloth  gaiters. 

CLXXVIII.  Anecdotes  relating  to  the  Scots  troops  in  the  service  of  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  by  Colonel  J.  Stewart. 
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CLXXIX.  Auchans,  January  4.     Susanna,  Countess  of  Eglinton,  to  Baron 
Mure :  Her  "  picktors." 

CLXXX.  January  5.     John  Home,  author  of  Douglas,  to  Baron  Mure :  Poli- 
tics. 
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1766.      CLXXXI.  London,  January  10.     Mr.  Rouet  to  Baron  Mure:  Politics — Pitt — 
Rockingham — David  Hume — Rousseau — Robert  Wood. 
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continued. 

CLXXXV.  February  3.  Lord  Marischall  to  Baron  Mure  :  Scotch  and  Swiss 
characters. 

CLXXXVI.  London,  February  4.  Mr.  Rouet  to  Baron  Mure  :  Politics — de- 
bates on  the  American  Stamp  Act — Lords  Mansfield  and  Camden. 

CLXXXVII.  London,  February  6.  The  same  to  the  same :  same  subjects 
continued. 

CLXXXVIII.  London,  February  18.     The  same  to  the  same :  same  subjects. 

CLXXXIX.  London,  February  22.  The  same  to  the  same  :  same  subjects — 
Meeting  of  Lord  Bute  and  Duke  of  Bedford  at  Lord  Eglinton's  house. 

CXC.  London,  March  1.     The  same  to  the  same  :  same  subjects. 

CXCI.  London,  March  6.  The  same  to  the  same  :  same  subjects — Duke  of 
Gloucester  and  Lady  Waldegrave. 

CXCII.  London,  March  11.     The  same  to  the  same :   same  subjects Mr. 

Pitt — Sir  James  Stewart — David  Hume  and  Rousseau. 
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to  the  Chair  of  Medicine. 

CXCV.  London,  June  5.  Mr.  Rouet  to  Baron  Mure :  Politics — Debates  in 
Parliament. 

CXCVI.  Roseneath,  July  31.  Duchess  of  Hamilton  to  Baron  Mure  :  State  of 
the  Isle  of  Arran,  &c. 
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Seal,  to  Baron  Mure  :  Announcing  his  re  appointment  to  office — Lan- 
arkshire Election  prospeets — Captain  Ross  Lockhart. 

CXCVIII.  Sudbrook,  Surry,  September  3.  The  same  to  the  same:  Ministerial 
prospects    and   intrigues — Lord    Northington — Lord  Chatham — Lord 

Milton. 

CXCIX.  North  Berwick,  October  16.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  to  Baron  Mure : 
East  Lothian  politics. 

CC.  Hill  Street,  November  28.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure  :  Lanarkshire 
Election  politics — Scotch  affairs. 

CCI.  December  6.  P.  Crawfurd  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  Baron  Mure  :  Ministerial 
changes — Scotch  Election  politics. 

CCII.  London,  December  11.     The  same  to  the  same:  same  subjects. 

CCIII.  Cavendish  Square,  December  11.  Lord  Barrington  to  Sir  James 
Stuart  of  Coltness  :  Sir  James's  pardon. 

CCIV.  Coltness,  December  18.  Sir  James  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure:  same 
subject. 

CCV.  London,  December  27.  Marquis  of  Lome  to  Baron  Mure :  On  his 
being  created  a  British  peer  as  Baron  Sundridge. 

1767. 

CCVI.  January  12.  Duchess  of  Hamilton  to  Baron  Mure :  Sir  James  Stuart's 
affairs, 

CCVII.  London,  January  27.  Mr.  Rouet  to  Baron  Mure  :  Debates  in  Parlia- 
ment— Lord  Chatham,  &c. 

CCVIII.  London,  February  10.  Same  to  the  same :  Eton  school — politics — 
town  talk — Duke  of  Gloucester  and  Lady  Waldegrave — David  Hume — 
Lord  Cardross. 

CCIX.  Hill  Street,  February  10.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure:  Riot  in 
Edinburgh  Theatre — Lord  Algernon  Percy. 

CCX.  London,  February  21.  Mr.  Rouet  to  Baron  Mure :  Politics— debates  in 
Parliament — David  Hume  and  Rousseau. 
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1768.    CCXL  Dupplin,  June  11.     Lord  Kinnoull  to  Baron   Mure:   Professorship  of 
Greek  in  Glasgow  College. 

CCXII.  Harrogate,  June  28.     The  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine  (afterwards  Lord 
Chancellor)  to  the  Hon.  Alexander  Gordon  :  Letter  poetical. 

CCXIII.  London,  July  7.     Mr.  David   Hume   to  Baron   Mure :    Of  M.  de 
Graffigni '  — D'Alembert — Helvetius. 

CCXIV.  July  13.  Baron  Mure  to  Mr.  David  Hume:  same  subjects. 

CCXV.  July  18.  Mr.  David  Hume  to  Baron  Mure  :  same  subjects — politics. 

CCXVI.     —  The  same  to  the  same  :  same  subjects. 

CCXV1I.    —  The  same  to  the  same  :  same  subjects. 

CCXVIII.  Dunkeld,  September  8.     Lord  Galloway  to  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart : 
Mr.  Stuart's  canvas  for  Lanarkshire. 

CCXIX.  Torrance,  September  13.     Andrew  Stuart,  Esq.  to  Baron  Mure  :  same 
subject. 

CCXX.  September  25.     Lord  Frederick  Campbell  to  Baron  Mure  :  On  his  ap- 
pointment as  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

CCXXI.  Loudon,  November  7.     Earl  of  Loudon  to  Baron  Mure :    Ayrshire 
Election  politics. 

CCXXII. Copy  answer  to  the  above. 

CCXXIII.  Ayr,  November  8.     The  Hon.  David  Kennedy,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Cassilis,  to  Baron  Mure  :  Same  subject. 

CCXXIV.  Eglinton,  November  9.     The  Hon.  Col.  Archd.  Montgomerie,  M.P. 
to  Baron  Mure  :  same  subject. 

CCXXV.  Lord  Eglinton  to  Baron  Mure:  M 's smuggling  affair — Ayrshire 

County  Election. 

CCXXVI.  London,  December  5.     Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  to  Baron  Mure  :  Politics 

Farming — Forth  and  Clyde  Canal — Lord  Bute. 

1768. 

CCXXVII.  Edinburgh,  January  27.     Colonel  Macdowal  of  Garthland   and 
Castlesemple  to  Baron  Mure  :  Scotch  Election  Politics. 

1  See  Introductory  Memoir,  p.  43. 
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Boroughs — Lord  J.  Murray — Sir  Andrew  Mitchell. 

CCXXXIII.  Loudon,  April  6.  Earl  of  Loudon  to  Baron  Mure :  Ayr 
Borough  Election. 

CCXXXIV.  Loudon,  April  9.      The  same  to  the  same  :   Same  subject. 

CCXXXV.  Hill  Street,  June  9.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure:  Lord  Bute's 
health  and  plans — Dr.  J.  Campbell. 

CCXXXVI.  Luton,  July  9.  Lord  Bute  to  Baron  Mure  :  On  going  abroad  for 
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him. 

CCXXXVIII.  London,  September  28.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure  : 
Duchess  of  Hamilton  and  family. 

CCXXXIX.  London,  October  17.  The  same  to  the  same :  Lord  Morton's 
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CCXL.  London,  December  29.  The  same  to  the  same :  Douglas  cause — Dun- 
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affairs. 

CCXLII.  London,  February  28.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure  :  Deci- 
sion of  the  Douglas  cause  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
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1770.  CCXLIII.  March  9.  Copy  letter  from  Mr.  Thurlow  (afterwards  Lord  Chan- 
cellor) to  Colonel  J.  Stuart :  Relative  to  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart's  conduct  in 
the  Douglas  cause. 
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CCLIII.  Edinburgh,  January  23.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure  :  Politi- 
cal changes — Yorke — Wedderburn — Thurlow. 
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CCLV.  London,  March.  Mrs.  Macdowal  of  Garthland  to  Baron  Mure:  De- 
bates in  Parliament — vote  by  ballot — Lord  Mountsteuart — Lord  Bute. 

CCLVI.  London,  June  13.  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine,  afterwards  Lord  Chancellor, 
to  Baron  Mure :  The  Baron's  interest  with  Lord  Lome. 

CCLVII.  Dupplin,  July  21.     Earl  of  Kinnoul  to  Baron  Mure  :   Perth  bridge. 
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of  Mr.  H.'s  house  in  St.  David  Street — John  Moore's  poetry. 
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subjects. 
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tobacco  and  Scotch  character. 

CCLX VI.  Tuesday,  March  19.  Memorandum  of  a  conversation  between  Lord 
Cambden,  Andrew  Stuart,  Esq.  and  the  Earl  of  Stair. 

CCLX VII.  London,  Thursday,  March  28.  Andrew  Stuart,  Esq.  to  Baron 
Mure :  With  the  above  memorandum  inclosed,  and  remarks — Riots  in 
the  City — Sir  George  Colebrooke — Hume — Robertson. 

CCLXVIII.  Argyll  House,  December  4.  Duchess  of  Argyll  to  Baron  Mure: 
County  and  Borough  politics — Sir  George  Colebrooke — Duke  of  Queen's- 
berry. 
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1772.    CCLXIX.  No  date  [about  this  time.]     Viscount  Garlies  to  Baron  Mure  :  En- 
couragement of  Linen  and  Woollen  Manufactures  in  Galloway. 

CCLXX.  London,  February  20.  Colonel  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure  :  Dr.  John 
Moore's  appointment  as  travelling  tutor  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton1 — poli- 
tical affairs. 

CCLXXI.  February  21.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart :  Postscript  to  the  above — same 
subjects. 

CCLXXII.  London,  February  25.  Lord  Bute  to  Baron  Mure  :  Professor 
Simson's  posthumous  works — Lord  Bute's  interest  with  the  King — his 
plan  for  a  new  house  at  Caldwell, 

CCLXXII.*  London,  March  7.  Doctor  John  Moore  to  Baron  Mure:  Arrange- 
ments for  Dr.  M.'s  tour  with  the  Duke  of  Hamilton — of  the  Doctor's  el- 
dest son,  afterwards  General  Sir  John  Moore — his  opinion  of  the  London 
Medical  faculty. 

CCLXXIII.  Glasgow,  April  18.  Robt.  Barclay,  Esq.  to  Baron  Mure:  Whist — 
John  Moore  and  David  Hume. 

OCLXXIV.  July  23.  Lord  Mountsteuart  to  Baron  Mure:  Politics— Lord 
Bute  slighted  at  Court — Adam's  plan  of  Dumfries  House,  Ayrshire. 

CCLXXIV*  Geneva,  August  3.  Dr.  John  Moore  to  Baron  Mure :  D'Alem- 
bert's  account  of  Geneva — English  residents  there — Interview  with  Vol- 
taire at  Fernex — his  opinion  of  David  Hume. 

CCLXXV.  Geneva,  October  5.  The  same  to  the  same :  Same  subjects — of  the 
Baron's  sons2  at  Paris  and  Mr.  Jardine. 

CCLXXV.*  London,  October  20.  Mr.  Strachan  (publisher)  to  Mr.  David 
Hume  :  New  Edition  and  continuation  of  the  History  of  England — 
East  India  Company's  affairs. 

CCLXXVI.  London,  Monday.  Sir  George  Colebrooke,  Bt.  to  Baron  Mure : 
East  India  affairs — Purchases  of  land  in  Lanarkshire. 

CCLXXVLL  London,  December  1.  Robert  Adam,  Esq.  Architect,  to  Baron 
Mure  :  Valuation  of  Mr.  Adam's  Estate  of  Blair  Adam. 

>  See  Introductory  Memoir,  p.  46.  5  See  Introductory  Memoir,  and  Ko.  CCCX.  eeqq. 
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CCLXXVIII.  London,  December  28.     The  same  to  the  same  :  Same  subject.  1773. 

1773. 

CCLXXVIII.*  Geneva,  January  21.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  to  Baron  Mure  : 
In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Baron — the  Duke's  studies  and  pursuits. 

"CCLXXIX.  Baron  Mure  :  Copy  answer  to  the  foregoing. 

CCLXXIX*  London,  January  23.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure  :  In- 
closing copy  of  Mr.  Stuart's  private  letter  to  Lord  Mansfield,  announc- 
ing his  published  Letters  to  his  lordship,  relative  to  the  Douglas  cause. 

CCLXXX.  Inclosure  above  referred  to. 

CCLXXXI.  London,  February  11.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure: 
Reception  of  the  Letters  by  the  public. 

CCLXXXII.  London,  February  16.     Mrs.  Macdowal  of  Garthland  to  Baron 

Mure  :  Debates  in   Parliament — Lords  North    and    Barrington Lord 

George  Germaine. 

CCLXXXIII.  Grafton  Street,  February  17.  Mr.  J.  Crawford  to  Baron  Mure : 
Election  politics — Debates  in  Parliament — familiar  topics — character  of 
Lord  North. 

CCLXXXIII.*  Geneva,  March  2.     Dr.  Moore  to  Baron  Mure  :  Remarks  on 

Geneva. — Its   advantages    as    a    place   for   study — Professor   Mallet 

Andrew  Stuart's  letters. 

CCLXXXIV.  Berkeley  Square,  March  23.  Andrew  Stuart,  Esq.  to  Baron 
Mure  :  His  letters  to  Lord  Mansfield- — Election  politics. 

CCLXXXIV.*  Chatelaine,  June  18.  Duke  of  Hamilton  to  Baron  Mure: 
Account  of  his  studies  and  mode  of  life. 

CCLXXXV.  Inverary,  July  5.  Duchess  of  Argyll  to  Baron  Mure :  Lanark- 
shire Election  politics — Shawfield — MacQueen  of  Braxfield. 

CCLXXXVL  Inverary,  August  1.  The  same  to  the  same  :  Dr.  Moore's  indis- 
cretion— Lanarkshire  Election. 

CCLXXXVLI.  Coltness,  December  10.  "  State  of  the  Revenue  of  Scotland," 
by  Sir  James  Stuart,  Bart,  of  Coltness. 
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1774.   CCLXXXVIII.  Minorca,  St.  Philips,  February  12.     Sir  Walter  Montgomerie 
Cunningham  to  Baron  Mure  :  Thanks  for  friendly  conduct. 

CCLXXXIX.  London,  February  24.  Duke  of  Argyll  to  Baron  Mure  :  Scotch 
Election  politics — The  Elphinstones — Sir  Laurence  Dundas. 

CCXC,  Adelphi,  February  28.  Robert  Adam,  Architect,  to  Baron  Mure  : 
Mr.  A.'s  "Lottery" — Building  of  Caldwell  House. 

CCXCI.  London,  April  7.  Mr.  J.  Crawford  to  Baron  Mure  :  Failure  of  Glas- 
gow Banking  Bill — Sir  Laurence  Dundas — Mr.  Macdowal  of  Garthland. 

CCXCIL  London,  May  3.  Lord  Bute  to  Baron  Mure  :  Ayr  Borough  Elec- 
tion— Sir  George  Macartney. 

CCXCIII.  London,  May  9.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  to  Baron  Mure:  Scotch  Banking 
Bill — Death  of  the  King  of  France — Dissolution  of  Parliament. 

CXCrV.  Coilsfield,  June  20.  Alexander  Montgomerie,  Esq.  of  Coilsfield,  to 
Baron  Mure :  Ayrshire  Election  politics. 

CCXCV.  London,  Tuesday.  Mr.  J.  Crawford  to  Baron  Mure :  Election  poli- 
tics— David  Hume. 

CCXC VI.  Berkeley  Square,  June  24.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure : 
Wedding  of  Lady  Betty  Hamilton  and  Lord  Stanley. 

CCXCVI.f  Saturday.  John  Crawford,  Esq.  to  Baron  Mure  :  Ayrshire  votes — 
David  Hume's  breach  of  promise. 

CCXCVI.*  Manheim,  Oct.  21.  Doctor  Moore  to  Baron  Mure  :  Journey  into 
Germany — Strasburg — Marshall  Contade — German  courts — Carlsruhe — 
Manheim — German  character. 

. CCXC VII.  Caldwell,  Oct.  25.  Baron  Mure  to  David  Hume:  Renfrew  and 
Lanark  elections. 

CCXCVIL*  Frankfort,  Nov.  11.  Doctor  Moore  to  Baron  Mure  :  Description 
of  Frankfort. 

CCXCVIII.  Cassel,  December  28.  Doctor  Moore  to  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart: 
German  courts — Familiar  topics. 
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1775. 

CCXCVIII.»  Berlin,  June  17.     Dr.   Moore  to   Baron   Mure:  The   Baron's  177-5. 

illness — German  courts — Hanover — Brunswick —  Berlin — Frederick  the 
Great — Postscript  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. ' 

CCXCIX.  Caldwell,  Aug.  27.  Baron  Mure  to  David  Hume:  Familiar 
topics — Visit  to  Inverary. 

CCXCIX.*  Vienna,  August.  Dr.  Moore  to  Baron  Mure  :  Court  of  Berlin — 
Character  of  Frederick — Dresden — Prague — Irish  convent  and  its 
friars — Court  of  Vienna. 2 

CCC.  Caldwell,  Sept.  4.     Baron  Mure  to  David  Hume  :  Familiar  topics. 

CCC*  Belmont  Castle,  Oct.  3.  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure  :  Of  a  separate 
Sheriffship  for  the  County  of  Bute. 

JCCCI.  Coltness,  Oct.  6.  Sir  James  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure :  Lanarkshire 
Election  politics. 

CCCII.  Luton,  Oct.  10.  Lord  Bute  to  Baron  Mure  :  Of  a  separate  Sheriffship 
for  the  County  of  Bute. 

CCCIII.  London,  Oct.  14.  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart,  M.P.  to  Baron  Mure: 
Familiar  topics — County  addresses  on  American  affairs. 

CCCIV.  London,  Oct.  20.  The  same  to  the  same :  American  affairs — Address 
to  the  throne  from  the  County  of  Lanark. 

-CCCV.  St.  David's  Street,  Edin.  Oct.  27.  Mr.  David  Hume  to  Baron  Mure: 
American  affairs — Dr.  Traill's  death — Doctor  Wight. 

CCCV.*  Venice,  Oct.  21.  Doctor  Moore  to  Baron  Mure :  Proposed  tour  in 
Italy — disapproved  of  by  the  Duchess  of  Hamilton — Doctor  M.'s 
character  of  his  son,  afterwards  Sir  Jn.  Moore. 

CCCVI.  Hill  Street,  Nov.  1.  Lord  Mountstuart  to  Baron  Mure  :  Divinity 
chair  of  Edinburgh — Dr.  Wight — Scotch  Militia — Poker  Club. 

CCCVII.  List  of  proper  persons  to  be  appointed  Colonels  of  Militia,  or  Lords 
Lieutenant  of  counties,  in  Scotland,  in  Baron  Mure's  hand. 

1  The  word  "  Signed  "  here  appended  to  the  I'uke's  name  is  a  blunder  of  the  press. 
5  The  Jack  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  afterwards  Gen.  Sir  John  Moore. 
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1772.  CCCVili.  Baron  Mure  to  the  Convener  of  Committee  of  Ayr  County,  for  con- 
sidering proposed  changes  in  the  Scotch  law  of  Entail :  His  opinion 
of  that  law. 

CCC'IX.  Resolutions  of  the  County  of  Renfrew,  relative  to  augmentation   of 
Ministers'  stipends. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  PROFESSOR  JARDINE'  WITH  BARON  MURE. 

CCCX.  Paris,  October  15,  1771.  Mr.  Jardine  to  Baron  Mure:  Chantilly — Ar- 
rival at  Paris — first  impressions  of  the  Pension  Bruneteau. 

CCCXI.  Paris,  November  14,  1771.  The  same  to  the  same  :  Description  of  the 
Pension,  its  rules  and  habits. 

CCCXII.  Paris,  Thursday,  November  28,  1771.  The  same  to  the  same:  Same 
subject  continued— Ecclesiastical  aflairs  of  the  Pension. 

CCCXIII.  Paris,  February  6,  1772.  The  same  to  the  same :  Same  subjects — 
Public  examinations — Ecclesiastical  affairs — State  of  Education  gener- 
ally among  the  French  nobility — Mr.  Lumsden. 

CCCXIV.  Paris,  April  1,  1772.  The  same  to  the  same :  Attentions  of  Lord 
Harcourt  the  British  Ambassador — Difficulties  at  the  Embassy  relative 
to  the  uniform  of  the  Pension — Amicably  arranged  by  the  Secretary  of 
Legation,  Colonel,  afterwards  Lord  De  Blaquiere — Theatres. 

('('('XV.  Paris,  April  27,  1772.  The  same  to  the  same  :  Mr.  Jardine's  future 
prospects — Summary  of  his  views  on  Education— hopes  of  hereafter 
giving  effect  to  them  as  Professor  of  Logic  in  Glasgow — Duke  of 
Hamilton — Dr.  Moore. 

CCCXVT.  Paris,  May  5,  1772.  The  same  to  the  same:  Fencing  School- 
Parisian  dentists — Theatres. 

CCCXYII.  Baron  Mure  to  Mr.  Jardine :  Answer  to  several  of  the  foregoing 
letters — Candidates  for  Glasgow  Professorships — uniform  of  the  Pension — 
Education — Glasgow  College. 

CCCXVIH.  Paris,  June  16,  1772.  Mr.  Jardine  to  Baron  Mure:  Method  of 
study  with  his  pupils — diplomatic  changes. 

1  See  Introductory  Memoir,  Part  I.  p.  43. 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  XXI 

CCCXIX.  Paris,  August  30,  1772.     The  same  to  the  same  :  Same  subjects—  1776. 

Theatres — Bastile. 

CCCXX.  Paris,  September  13,  1772.  The  same  to  the  same :  Same  subjects — 
acquirement  of  foreign  tongues — French  politeness — Parisian  drawing 
master — pupils  how  employed  when  at  Chapel. 

C'CCXXI.  Pari3,  January  14,  1773.  The  same  to  the  same :  Proposals  for 
leaving  the  Pension — Public  Exhibitions — Learned  men  of  Paris — 
Suart,  translator  of  Robertson's  history — Parisian  politics  of  the  day. 

CCCXXII.  Paris,  February  3,  1773.  The  same  to  the  same :  Expedition  to 
Versailles — Due  de  Fleury's  politeness — Introduction  to  the  Royal 
partie  de  Chasse  at  La  Muette — Louis  XV. —  Madam  Dubarry — Marie 
Antoinette. 

CCCXXIII.  Edinburgh,  February  22.  Baron  Mure  to  Mr.  Jardine :  Answer 
to  several  of  the  above  letters. 

CCCXXIV.  AbbyHill,  February  21,  1773.  The  same  to  the  same:  Same 
subjects —  Hume — D'Alembert — Robertson — Suart — Mr.  Lumsden's 
pardon. 

CCCXXV.  Paris,  March  18,  1773.  Mr.  Jardine  to  Baron  Mure :  Same  sub- 
jects— Parisian  Dancing  Masters — Parliament  of  Paris — Gerbier. 

CCCXXVI.  Paris,  June  3,  1773.  The  same  to  the  same :  Study  of  the  fine 
Arts — The  Carnival  at  the  Pension — Return  to  England. 

CCCXXVII.  Oxford,  August  11,  1775.  The  same  to  the  same:  Mr.  Jardine's 
opinion  of  the  University,  &c. 

CCCXXVIII.  London,  September  2,  1775.  The  same  to  the  same :  Same 
subjects. 

CCCXXIX.  Caldwell,  September  10,  1775.  Baron  Mure  to  his  sons  at  Ox- 
ford :  Advice  as  to  their  new  position. 

CCCXXIX.*  January  9, 1776.  The  same  to  the  same:  Greek  dialects — study 
of  Ilomer — occupations  in  London. 

CCCXXX.  Abby  Hill,  February  19,  1776.  The  same  to  the  same:  Same 
subjects — Proposals  for  a  French  club,  and  a  Debating  club,  at  Oxford. 

CCCXXXI.  College,  Glasgow,  23d  March  1776.  Principal  Leechman  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Mure :  Alarming  illness  of  her  brother  Baron  Mure. 
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1798.  CCCXXXII.  College,  Glasgow,  19th  May,  1776.     The  same  to  the  same: 
Consolatory  reflexions  on  the  Baron's  death. 


COBRESPONDENCE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS  OF  WILLIAM  MURE,  ESQ. 
1777—1821. 

CCCXXXIII,  Clarges  Street  (London),  December  25, 1777,  Dr.  John  Moore 
to  Captain  Alexander  Mure :  The  Duke  of  Hamilton's  Regiment — 
General  Sir  John  Moore — Dr.  James  Moore — Admiral  Sir  Graham 
Moore,  &c. 

CCCXXXIV.  Camp  of  Whitemarsh,  near  Philadelphia,  1777.  General  Du 
Portail  to  the  Count  St.  Germain,  Minister  of  State  :  Prospects  of  the 
American  war  in  that  year — Generals  Howe,  Burgoyne,  Clinton — 
character  of  the  Americans — their  hatred  of  the  French. 

CCCXXXV.  New  York,  September  4,  1780.  Andrew  Elliot,  Esq.  of  Green- 
wells  to  Captain  Mure  of  Caldwell :  Captivity  of  Captain  Mure — Mea- 
sures for  his  Exchange. 

CCCXXXVI.  Philadelphia,  September  20,  1780.  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  to 
Captain  Mure:  Same  subject. 

CCCXXXVII.  No  date.  R.  A.  Atkinson,  Esq.  to  Captain  Alexander  Mure : 
Same  subject — Lord  Cornwallis — General  Clinton. 

CCCXXXVIII.  Yorktown,  October  21,  1781.  Captain  Mure  of  Caldwell  to 
Andrew  Stuart,  Esq,  M.P. :  Surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army — 
Death  of  the  Honourable  Major  Cochran. 

CCCXXXIX.  Yorktown,  October  27, 1781.  Captain  Mure's  Parole  of  honour 
to  General  Washington. 

CCCXL.  Gibraltar,  November  23,  1787.  General  O'Hara  to  Mr.  Mure  of 
Caldwell :  Familiar  topics. 

CCCXLI.  London,  December  20,  1796.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  to  Colonel 
Mure  of  Caldwell :  Of  the  West  Lowland  Fencibles,  under  Colonel  M,'s 
command. 

CCCXLI1.  Edinburgh,  September  4,  1798.  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby 
to  Colonel  Mure  :  Same  subject. 
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CCCXLIII.  Edinburgh,  September  4,  1798.     Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  to  the  1804. 

Earl  of  Eglinton:  Same  subject. 

CCCXLIV.  Edinburgh,  September  7,  1798.  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  to  Colo- 
nel Mure :  Same  subject. 

CCCXLV.  Coilsfield,  September"^,  1798.  The  Earl  of  Eglinton  to  Colonel 
Mure :  Same  subject. 

CCCXLVI.  Caldwell,  September  25,  1798.  Colonel  Mure  to  the  Earl  of  Eg- 
linton :  Same  subject — Colonel  M.'s  Resignation  of  his  command. 

CCCXLVII.  Dublin  Castle,  April  26,  1800.  The  Marquis  of  Cornwallis  to 
Mr.  Mure  :   Militia  affairs. 

CCCXLVIII.  Edinburgh,  May  21, 1801.  David  Boyle,  Esq.  (afterwards  Lord 
Justice  General)  to  Mr.  Mure :  Account  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby's 
death. 

CCCXLIX.  Harley  Street,  May  8th.  Admiral  Lord  Keith  to  Mr.  Mure: 
Stirlingshire  Election — The  Honourable  Charles  Elphinstone  Fleming 
of  Cumbernauld — Lenox  of  Woodhead — Sir  Archibald  Edmonstone. 

CCCL.  Richmond,  March  6,  1802.  Major  General  (afterwards  Sir  John) 
Moore,  to  Mr.  Mure :  Death  of  the  General's  father,  Doctor  Moore — 
familiar  topics. 

CCCLI.  Sandgate,  Oct.  27,  1803.  General  Moore  to  Colonel  Mure  (command- 
ing Renfrew  Militia) :  The  General's  52d  Light  Infantry — His  definition 
of  an  Ensign — Charles  Macintosh: 

CCCLII.  Sandgate,  17th  Nov.  1803.  The  same  to  the  same  :  Same  subjects — 
Buonaparte's  threatened  invasion. 

CCCLIII.  Sandgate,  25th  March,  1804.    The  same  to  the  same  :  Same  subjects. 

CCCLIV.  Sandgate,  7th  Aug.  1804.  The  same  to  the  same :  Same  subjects — 
Offer  of  Ensigncies  in  the  52d  to  Colonel  Mure. 

CCCLV.  Sandgate,  11th  October,  1804.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Colonel  Mure : 
The  General  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath — his  Arms,  Supporters,  and 
Pedigree. 

CCCLVI.  Sandgate,  October  29th,  1804.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Miss  Mure : 
Same  subject — Mures  of  Rowallan — Countess  of  Loudon. 
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1809.      CCCLVII.  Sandgate,  2d  Nov.  1804.     Sir  John  Moore  to  Colonel  Mure:  Same 
subject — Sir  John's  services  in  Holland — his  brother,  Sir  Graham  Moore. 

CCCLVIII.  Sandgate,  April  3,  1805.  The  same  to  the  same :  The  Militia 
Volunteer  Bill— men  from  Scotland  for  the  52d. 

CCCLIX.  Sandgate,  April  15,  1805.  The  same  to  the  same :  Same  subject — 
Pitt's  mismanagement  of  the  Militia  Bill — Lord  Melville's  impeachment. 

CCCLX.  Edinburgh,  May  5,  1805.  The  Earl  of  Moira  to  Colonel  Mure: 
Militia  Volunteering. 

CCCLXI.  Sandgate,  May  7,  1805.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Colonel  Mure :  Same 
subject — Lord  Melville's  impeachment — Lord  Nelson  and  the  Toulon 
Fleet. 

CCCLXI1.  Sandgate,  July  30,  1805.  The  same  to  the  same:  Familiar  topics 
— Loan  of  the  Renfrewshire  Tailors. 

CCCLXIII.  Ramsgate,  August  9,  1805.  Alarm  Posts  of  the  Troops,  in  the 
event  of  a  report  that  the  enemy  has  landed,  or  are  preparing  to  land,  on 
the  Isle  of  Thanet. 

CCCLXIV.  Sandgate,  August  11,  1805.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Colonel  Mure: 
The  enemy's  preparations  in  the  Texel. 

CCCLXV.  Sandgate,  Aug.  26,  1805.  The  same  to  the  same:  Sir  John's 
Royal  visitors. 

CCCLXV1.  Glasgow  College,  Feb.  10,  1806.  Professor  Jardine  to  Colonel 
Mure:  Recent  changes  in  the  Government — Renfrewshire  Election 
politics. 

CCCLXVII.  Canterbury,  March  28,  1806.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Mure: 
52d  Regiment — Sir  John's  prospect  of  the  command  in  India. 

CCCLXVIII.  Yarmouth,  May  6,  1808.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Mure:  Farewell 
letter. 

C  CCLXIX.  Mountstuart,  June  12, 1808.  The  Marquis  of  Bute  to  Mr.  Mure : 
Destitute  state  of  the  Isle  of  Bute — Request  of  Beef,  Mutton,  and  a 
Riding-hack. 

CCCLXX.  On  board  the  Audacious,  Jan.  22,  1809.  Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Graham  (afterwards  Lord  Lyndoch) :  Account  of  Sir  John 
Moore's  death  at  Corunna. 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  XXV 

CCCLXXI.  Duneira,  May  15,  [1810.]     Viscount  Melville  to  Mrs.  Mure:  Pro-  1821. 

pagation  of  Pheasants  in  Scotland — a  Pole-Cat  in  the  Pheasant  House. 

CCCLXXII.  Glasgow  College,  Nov.  26,  1811.  Professor  Jardine  to  Mr. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE. 


CXLVII. 

MB.  GLASSFORD  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Glasgow,  Jan.  8,  1765. 
Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Ritchie  and  I  would  have  asked  a  meeting  with  our  two  neigh- 
bour Companies  on  Saturday,  being  the  day  after  we  saw  you  and  Sir 
James1  at  my  house,  had  not  Mr.  Ritchie  been  ailing  that  forenoon. 
However,  he  and  I  met  yesterday  with  Provost  Cochran  and  Mr.  Colin 
Dunlop,  when  we  told  them  of  our  having,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Company 
on  the  Friday  before,  communicated  to  you  and  Sir  James  what  had 
passed  at  the  different  interviews  we  had  with  them  on  the  subject  of  the 
memorial  proposed  to  be  transmitted  to  London — that  we  had  found  you 
as  much  as  ever  of  opinion  that  it  was  best  not  to  attempt  having  any 
limitation  of  the  sum  in  the  paper  currency  of  this  country  at  present — 
because,  if  once  brought  into  Parliament,  it  was  uncertain  what  the  sum 
woidd  be :  perhaps  five  pounds  in  place  of  20s. ;  the  consequence  of 
which  might  be  very  distressing  to  the  country,  where  so  great  a  part  of 
the  paper  money  was  under  5£.2 

It  was  said  by  Mr.  Dunlop,  that,  as  it  was  left  to  the  Members  for 

1  Sir  James  Stuart  of  Coltness. 

2  It  was  fixed  at  £5  by  Act  1766,  as  here  apprehended,  for  the  English  currency. 
This  enactment,  however,  did  not  extend  to  Scotland. 
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1765.  Scotland  to  make  that  a  part  of  the  Bill  or  not,  according  as  they  were 
persuaded  that  it  would  or  would  not  be  fixed  at  the  20s.  there  seemed  little 
danger  of  their  attempting  it  at  all,  in  case  there  appeared  any  risque  of 
the  sum  being  fixed  at  five  pounds.  He  was  answered  tbat  the  memo- 
rial did  not  leave  that  point  to  the  Members,  but  only  the  mode  of  doing 
it,  either  in  making  that  clause  at  first  a  part  of  the  Bill,  or  bringing  it 
in  by  a  motion  afterwards,  as  should  be  judged  most  proper,  and  that,  for 
our  part,  we  thought  it  best  to  leave  it  out  altogether. 

Provost  Cochran  said,  that,  if  it  was  left  out  of  the  memorial,  some  of 
their  number  would  write  to  some  Members  recommending  tbe  restriction 
of  the  sum  to  20s.  as  a  right  thing,  if  likely  to  succeed  in  getting  it ;  upon 
which  he  and  Mr.  Dunlop  were  told  that  the  resolution  of  our  Company, 
and  which  we  then  communicated  to  them,  was,  not  to  concur  with  them 
in  transmitting  the  memorial,  unless  the  affair  of  restricting  the  sum  was 
drop'd,  especially  as  there  might  be  danger,  although  not  apprehended, 
of  5£  being  the  sum  fix'd  on ;  and  that,  as  their  views  were  different 
from  ours  on  that  point,  we  looked  on  ourselves  at  equal  liberty  to  repre- 
sent our  reasons  against  any  such  clause  being  in  the  proposed  law,  as 
they  were  to  recommend  and  enforce  it,  which  it  appeared  they  were  to 
do.  Mr.  Dunlop  indeed  was  willing  that  that  part  of  the  memorial  be 
left  out,  and,  if  I  remember  right,  said  tbat  their  Company  was  willing 
to  be  neuter,  in  so  far  as  not  to  write  to  any  Members  either  for  or 
against  the  restriction  of  sum,  leaving  it  wholly  to  the  Members.  But 
the  Provost  declared  it  as  the  sentiments  of  their  Company,  at  a  meeting 
of  it  from  which  he  had  just  come  to  us,  that  the  issuing  of  small  notes 
had  done  more  hurt  than  the  Optional  Clause ; 3  that  we  had  been  the 
first  that  had  issued  10s.  notes ;  that  the  Ayr  Company  had  improved 
on  us  in  issuing  5s.  ones.  He  was  in  vain  told  that  the  British  Linen 
Company  had  issued  10s.  notes  long  before  we  did  it,  or  before  ours  was 
a  Company  ;  for  however  true  this  is,  and  that  Mr.  Dunlop  confirmed  it, 
yet  he  continued  to  assert  the  contrary.  He  said  that  if  10s.  notes  were 
permitted,  they  would  issue  them  too,  and  had  a  plate  in  readiness  for  it. 
We  said,  that,  as  we  believed  they  would  do  so,  they  and  we  therefore 
3  See  No.  cvn.  seq. 
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had  no  separate  interest ;    for,  if  good  for  us,  it  was  so  for  them.     He  1765. 
repeated  how  hurtfull  it  was  to  the  country;  when  we  told  him  that,  if 
we  had  thought  so,  we  had  never  issued  that  sort,  and  thought  their 
Company  should  not  do  it  while  they  were  persuaded  it  was  so  bad  a 
thing. 

We  told  them  that  we  would  go  along  with  them  in  endeavouring  to 
get  the  Optional  Clause  set  aside,  and  getting  the  notes  made  liable  to 
summary  diligence,  they  dropping  the  other  point ;  and  if  it  was  found  on 
tryal  that  these  two  alterations  had  not  the  desired  effect,  in  preventing 
the  circulation  of  the  small  notes  of  obscure  suspected  people,  we  had  no 
objection  to  an  application  being  made,  in  the  following  session,  for  having 
the  sum  limited  to  20s.  provided  always  that  no  other  seemingly  better 
expedient  occurred.  The  Provost  told  us,  with  some  warmth,  that  it  was 
not  we  that  went  alongst  with  them  in  applying  against  the  Optional 
Clause,  which  was  our  own  scheme — but  they  who  were  going  alongst  with 
us  in  this;  and  yet  now  we  would  not  go  alongst  with  them  in  their  scheme 
of  restricting  the  sum.  Being  asked  if  their  falling  in  with  our  measure 
against  the  Optional  Clause,  was  not  because  they  were  now  convinced  that 
we  had  been  in  the  right,  he  owned  it  was  so.  Then,  we  said,  that  if  we  in 
the  same  manner  now  thought  them  right  in  their  proposal  to  restrict,  we 
would  join  them  in  it,  but  he  was  not  to  expect  that,  while  we  thought 
them  wrong  in  it ;  and  that,  as  they  owned  they  had  been  wrong  formerly, 
in  wishing  to  have  the  Optional  Clause  continued,  it  was  possible  they 
might  afterwards  come  to  see  that  they  were  also  wrong  in  the  present 
point.  He  parted  somewhat  fretted,  telling  us  that  he  saw  that  they  and 
we  could  agree  in  nothing,  and  so  we  broke  up. 

Provost  Cochran  having  told  us,  in  the  conversation,  that  he  had  sent 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  to  Lord  Advocate,  I  have  therefore  been  the 
more  full  in  giving  you  the  material  parts  of  the  conversation,  that  you 
may  know  on  what  footing  it  stands ;  and  as  we  are  thus  off,  you'll  please 
consider  whether  its  proper  that  we  act  any  more  in  concert  with  them 
in  the  affair.  It's  possible,  that  when  the  Provost  thinks  of  it  more,  he 
may  agree  to  leave  that  part  out  of  the  memorial.  In  this  case,  would  it 
not  be  proper,  before  we  act  any  more  in  concert  with  them,  that  a  joint 


6  CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE. 

1765.  letter  be  wrote,  signed  by  one  or  two  of  eacb  of  tbe  tbree  Companies,4  to 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell  and  tbe  Lord  Advocate,  declaring  it  to  be  tbe 

opinion  of  tbe  tbree  Companies  bere,  tbat  tbe  restricting  tbe  sum  hi  notes 

ought  not  at  all  to  be  attempted  at  present,  or  something  to  this  purpose  ? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
John  Glassford. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  paper  put  into 
our  hands  will  show  you  what  is  now  aimed  at.  You'll  be  pleased  to 
consider  whether  it  would  look  well  that  such  a  memorial,  with  such  a 
conclusion,  go  up  with  the  joint  consent  of  the  three  Companies,  or  that 
we  take  our  own  way. 

To  the  honourable  Mr.  Baron  Mure. 


CXLVIII. 

PAPER  REFERRED  TO  IX  THE  FOREGOLXG  LETTER. 

Another  circumstance  the  memoriahsts  beg  leave  to  offer  for  con- 
sideration. Tbere  are  now  in  the  circle  many  notes  for  10s.  and  os,  and, 
as  it  is  informed,  for  lesser  sums.  The  Banking  Companies  in  Glasgow 
differ  in  opinion,  how  far  it  will  be  prudent  to  have  a  clause  in  the  pro- 
posed bill  restricting  tbe  value  of  notes  issued  out  as  cash,  or  payable  to 
tbe  bearer,  to  20s.  and  none  to  be  under,  or  that  this  clause  shoidd  be 
added  to  the  bill  as  a  motion. 

The  two  Companies  who  incline  to  have  the  minimum  of  bank  notes 
limited  to  20s.  humbly  apprehend,  that  notes  below  that  value  are  incon- 
venient to  the  country,  have  occasioned  mistakes,  by  taking  a  5s.  note  in 
place  of  a  10s.  and  are  attended  with  several  other  disadvantages.  They 
humbly  think,  that  as  tbe  Bank  of  England  issue  out  10<£  notes,  twenty 
shilling  notes,  which  have  always  been  in  the  circle,  will  be  thought  to 

4  See  No.  cvrn.     Notes  1  and  2. 
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be  a  just  proportion  to  the  lowest  notes  issued  out  by  the  Bank  of  1765. 
England. 

The  other  Companies  in  Glasgow,  who  are  against  restricting  the 
issuing  out  of  notes  below  20s.  say  that  it  may  be  dangerous  to  bring  in 
this  clause  into  the  House  of  Commons,  as,  when  they  are  once  possessed 
of  a  bill,  they  may  fill  up  the  blanks  in  what  manner  they  please,  and 
make  the  smallest  note  perhaps  5£,  (which  is  the  highest  of  the  Glasgow 
notes  at  present,)  or  at  least  3<£,  or  2£ ;  and  that  this  would  be  attended 
with  inconveniency  both  to  the  Banks  and  Banking  Companies.  The  two 
Companies  who  are  for  restricting  the  lowest  notes  to  20s.  propose,  that 
the  making  this  clause  a  part  of  the  bill  shall  be  submitted  to  the  hon- 
ourable Members  from  Scotland,  who  will  have  the  framing  and  conduct- 
ing thereof;  and  that  they  should  be  left  at  liberty  to  make  it  a  part  of 
the  bill  or  not,  according  as  they  shall  find  the  complexion  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  which  is  what  was  communed  with  Lord  Advocate,  Lord 
Frederick  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Oswald. 


CXLIX. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Jan.  17,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  wrote  to  you  last  night  by  express  about  the  affair  of  John  Keir, 
at  Glasgow,  succeeding  (or  rather  his  not  succeeding)  to  the  Comptroller- 
ship  of  the  Customs  there.  Whatever  office  you  have  to  solicit  for  your 
friend  that  I  am  unacquainted  with,  for  God's  sake  keep  off  your  town 
of  Glasgow  from  writing  to  their  member,  for  that  involves  me  in 
difficulties. 

Sir  James  Gray,  who  was  lately  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  court  of 
Naples,  andwho  procured  for  the  four  Universities  in  Scotland  copies  of  the 
famous  antiquities  of  Herculaneum  as  a  present,  (for  they  are  not  to  be  pur- 
chased for  money,)  from  His  Sicilian  Majesty,  expressed  to  me  the  other 
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17G5.  night  some  surprise  that  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  had 
returned  no  answer  (that  he  knew  of)  to  the  King  of  Naples,  upon  the 
occasion  of  His  Sicilian  Majesty's  having  shown  them  that  distinction; 
while  all  the  foreign  great  Universities,  and  those  of  Oxford,  Cambridge, 
St.  Andrew's,  and  Marischall  College,  Aberdeen,  had  returned  the  most 
polite  acknowledgments  for  the  honour  conferred  on  them  by  his  Sicilian 
Majesty.  Pray  enquire  about  this,  and,  if  they  have  not  done  it,  let  them 
do  it  immediately,  if  they  are  not  barbarissimi  barbarorum.  They  should 
be  sent  to  Sir  James  Gray,  to  whom  they  are  principally  obliged;  in 
that  case,  let  them  be  directed  to  me,  or,  if  above  weight,  to  me  under  cover 
to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  am  horridly  ashamed  of  them,  if  they  have 
not  sent  them  at  all,  or,  if  they  have,  that  they  took  no  notice  of  Sir 
James  Gray,  when  they  did  send  their  answers.     Adieu,  Dear  Baron. 


CL. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 


Hill  Street,  Feb.  5,  17C5. 


Dear  Baron, 

I  wrote  to  you  by  Saturday's  post,  (the  2d  instant,)  but  had  not 
then  time  to  say  all  I  intended.  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the 
29th  past,  about  Brown  being  presented  to  the  church  of  South  Leith, 
which  'tis  thought  will  soon  be  vacant.  Tell  Lord  Alemoor,  and  assure 
vourself,  that  I  will  do  whatever  I  can  to  forward  your  joint  wishes.  I 
am  thus  circumstanced :  Scott,  the  present  second  minister,  is  strongly 
recommended  to  me  to  succeed  the  first ;  Mr.  Coutts,  Member  for 
Edinburgh,  at  the  desire  of  some  of  his  constituents,  Mr.  Elliot,  and  some 
others,  have  spoke  to  me  in  Scott's  favour,  and  I  understand,  besides,  that 
he  is  a  moderate  good  man.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  objected  to  those 
recommendations,  that,  if  Scott  be  made  first  minister,  the  people  choose 
the  second,  who  may  be  of  a  very  opposite  character  to  Scott,  and  there- 
fore that  I  had  better  keep  a  right  man  where  he  is,  and  appoint  another 
right  man  to  be  first  minister.      Again.  I  am  under  an  old  engagement 
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to  a  very  worthy  fine  fellow,  Colonel  Roy,1  for  his  brother,  if  he  should  1765. 
wish  to  succeed,  tho'  I  don't  know  yet  that  he  will.  This  is  my  present 
situation.  I  shall  take  my  part,  however,  as  soon  as  I  hear  of  Aitkin's 
death,  and  I  am  very  much  inclined,  for  various  reasons,  to  favour  Brown ; 
I  know  well  how  that  matter  was  treated  not  long  since  by  the  Magis- 
trates of  Edinburgh,  and  how  Lord  Alemoor  was  used  in  it. 

I  wish  you  would  speak  to  Dr.  Webster2  to  send  me,if  he  can  do  it,a  note 
of  the  Highland  parishes,  distinguished  from  the  Lowland  parishes,  of  those 
counties  which  contain  both  Highlands  and  Lowlands,  of  which  there  are 
ten  or  twelve  in  Scotland.  This  would  complete  the  curious  manuscript 
which  I  have  of  his,  and  show  the  number  of  Highlanders,  distinguished 
from  Lowlanders.  Leslie,  who  surveyed  the  Annexed  Estates,  illuminated 
one  of  Dorret's  Maps  of  Scotland,  last  summer,  for  me,  by  directions  of 
Lord  Stonefield,3  in  such  a  manner  as  to  distinguish  on  the  map  clearly  the 
Highlands  from  the  Lowlands.  If  Dr.  Webster  should  want  any  assistance 
from  such  a  map,  you  could  easily  get  it  him;  but  I  imagine  his  own 
correspondence  with  the  several  ministers,  and  his  peculiar  talent  for 
the  investigation  of  every  curious  matter,  as  well  as  the  methodical  and 
accurate  manner  in  which  his  abilities  enable  him  to  digest  it,  will  be 
sufficient  of  itself  for  the  purpose.  Meanwhile,  pray  speak  to  him  about 
it,  and  let  me  know  what  he  says. 

I  have  still  one  thing  more  to  add  :  you  had  a  memorial  last  summer, 
at  the  Annexed  Estates,  from  the  Justices  of  Peace  and  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Perth,  desiring  your  assistance  towards  building  a  bridge  over 
the  Tay  at  Perth.  They  are  now  going  to  bring  in  a  Bill  into  Parlia- 
ment for  levying  a  toll,  &c.  for  the  building  of  that  bridge ;  and,  as  a  toll 
alone  will  not  be  sufficient,  people  are  to  subscribe  what  they  please,  by 

1  Probably  the  same,  afterwards  General  Roy,  the  celebrated  military  engineer  and 
antiquary. 

2  One  of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  author  of  several  statistical  tracts  of  great 
merit. 

3  John  Campbell,  Esq.  Lord  Stonefield,  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Session. 
vol  n.  B 
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1 765.  way  of  free  gift.  I  have  wrote  to  Lord  Kinnoul,  who  was  Preses  of  the 
meeting,  that  I  would  do  every  thing  in  my  power,  both  as  a  publick 
and  a  private  man,  to  forward  so  great  a  national  undertaking  as  I  look 
upon  this  to  be ;  as  it  opens  the  communication  with  the  King's  military 
roads  thro'  the  Highlands,  on  which  so  lai'ge  a  sum  of  money  has  been 
expended,  connects  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
consequently  secures  a  passage  for  the  troops,  if  an  army  were  to  march 
that  way  on  immediate  service.  In  the  year  1715,  the  King's  army  and 
artillery  passed  the  Tay  on  the  ice ;  had  the  river  not  been  froze,  they 
could  not  have  passed  at  all,  and  the  oldest  man  alive  never  remembers 
it  froze  hard  but  twice.  In  the  year  1746,  (I  was  then  with  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,4)  I  remember  the  whole  army  fording  it,  when  the  men 
were  up  to  their  breast  in  water,  and  its  being  so  shallow  at  that  time 
was  an  extraordinaiy  event ;  so  much  for  the  propriety  of  having  a  bridge 
there.  Now,  as  a  subscription  is  to  go  on  for  this  work,  his  Majesty 
having  not  only  an  interest  in  it  as  to  what  is  above  mentioned,  but  like- 
wise being  a  very  considerable  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Perth,  and  as 
it  may  serve  to  connect  his  possessions  of  the  Perth  estate  there,  it  would 
be  very  proper  that  the  Board  of  Annexed  Estates  should  propose  to 
give  this  first  year,  to  encourage  the  undertaking,  the  sum  of  £2000,  and 
perhaps  as  much  more  in  the  course  of  two  years  after.  Of  this  last  I 
nave  not  sufficiently  considered,  but  as  to  the  first,  I  have  mentioned  it 
to  Mr.  Grenville,  and  even  to  his  Majesty  himself,  who  approves  of  it. 
Pray  give  Lord  Stonefield  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  of  my  letter  for  his 
private  perusal;  I  think  he  might  move  it  at  the  Board  of  Annexed 
Estates,  if  you  like  it,  and  I  shall  write  to  him  further  on  the  subject 
soon ;  at  the  same  time  I  shall  refer  to  what  I  have  here  said,  not  to 
repeat  it  over  again.  Meanwhile,  I'll  wait  for  your  answer  to  this  before 
I  write  to  him,  so  don't  fail  to  answer  me,  by  the  return  of  the  post,  as 

4  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  also  at  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  as  aide-de-camp  to  General  Hawley, 
and  carried  the  order  to  Lord  (then  Colonel)  Ligonier,  to  charge  with  his  dragoons.  This 
manoeuvre,  John  Home,  in  his  History  of  the  Rebellion,  (p.  175,)  assigns  as  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  loss  of  the  battle. 
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to  this  last  matter.     Adieu.    I  have  wrote  this  in  a  great  hurry,  and  1765. 
wish  it  may  be  correct  and  intelligible. 


CLI. 


MEMORIAL  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  JUNCTION  OF  RIVERS  FORTH  AND  CLYDE 
BY  A  NAVIGABLE  CANAL.' 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  on  the  general  advantages  of  internal  navi- 
gation ;  these  are  sufficiently  known  in  every  commercial  country  of 
Europe,  except  Scotland,  where  hitherto  there  has  not  the  smallest 
attempt  been  made  towards  any  improvement  in  that  way. 

The  particular  advantages  attending  the  Navigation  now  proposed  will 
appear  perhaps  more  extensive  and  important  than  any  that  has  yet  been 
undertaken  in  this  island;  as  it  not  only  facilitates  the  communication  and 
intercourse  of  the  inland  parts  of  the  country  with  the  seaports,  a  benefit 
which  it  has  in  common  with  other  works  of  this  kind,  but,  by  running 
quite  across  the  country  from  east  to  west,  it  joins  the  two  seas,  and  opens 
the  conveyance,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  of  peace,  for  the  whole  pi-oduc- 
tions  of  our  colonies  to  all  the  east  coast  of  the  island,  and  for  the  whole 
commodities  from  Holland,  the  Baltic,  &c.  to  all  the  west  coast  of  the 
island,  without  making  a  tedious  and  often  dangerous  circuit,  by  going 
round  either  end  of  it. 

Setting  aside,  at  present,  the  future  benefit  that  may  be  expected  to 
arise  from  this  communication,  the  quantity  of  the  corn  and  goods  of 
every  kind  now  annually  carry'd  over  land  betwixt  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and 
Borowstonness,  on  the  one  side,  and  Glasgow,  Paisley,  Greenock,  on  the 
other,  is  computed  to  amount  to  12,000  tons.2  The  carnage  of  each  ton, 
taken  at  an  average  of  the  inland  and  more  remote  places,  cannot  be 
reckoned  less  than  twenty  shillings.     By  a  free  navigation,  it  would  not 

1  Original  Draft,  in  Baron  Muro's  hand,  with  corrections. 

2  This  amount  is  greatly  reduced  from  that  stated  in  No.  t.ytt, 
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1765.  cost  above  a  sixth  part  of  that  sum.  So  here  would  be  a  saving  of  10,000£ 
per  annum  upon  the  trade  of  the  country,  as  it  now  stands. 

Induced  by  such  considerations,  his  Majesty's  Trustees  for  the  im- 
provement of  manufactures,  &c.  in  Scotland,  directed  a  survey  and 
estimate  of  the  work  to  be  made  by  an  able  engineer,  in  order  to  satisfy 
themselves  and  the  public,  first,  whether  the  project  was  of  itself  prac- 
ticable ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  expence  of  it  might  come  within  such 
a  compass  as  to  render  any  views  or  attempts  towards  the  prosecution  of 
it  in  any  degree  desirable. 

The  person  they  employed  was  Mr.  Smeaton3  from  England,  who,  in 
a  very  accurate  and  masterly  performance,  has  reported  with  regard  to 
both  these  heads  :  that  the  distance  from  the  one  river  to  the  other  is 
twenty-seven  English  miles ;  that  the  greatest  perpendicular  height  of 
the  country  over  which  the  canal  would  pass  is  no  more  than  147  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  that  there  will  be  a  supply  of  water  at  all 
seasons  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation ;  and  that  the  whole 
expence  of  forming  the  canal  seven  feet  deep,  to  carry  vessels  of  forty 
tons  burthen,  of  constructing  the  locks,  building  bridges,  indemnifying 
the  proprietors  of  the  ground,  &c.  will  amount,  upon  a  very  large  com- 
putation, to  the  sum  of  78,970£. 

CLII. 
LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Feb.  16,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  7th  instant,  and  will  begin  with 
the  affair  of  the  Navigation,  concerning  which  I  have  many  doubts  and 
difficulties.  The  object  is  great  and  desirable,  consequently  prudence 
suggests  that  the  means  to  obtain  it  should  be  very  well  ascertained  to  be 
practicable.  Till  that  previous  step  is  taken,  no  wise  man  ought  to  em- 
bark in  it.     In  your  plan  you  suppose  the  expense  to  answer  to  the 

3  See  No.  clxi.  and  Note. 
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estimate  made  of  it,  viz.  £80,000.  What  if  the  expense  should  amount  1765. 
to  £100,000  ?  and  I  believe  you'll  hardly  find  me  an  instance  of  a  great 
work  where  the  expense  has  not  exceeded  the  estimate  in  a  far  greater 
proportion,  let  the  estimate  have  been  made  with  never  so  much  foresight 
and  accuracy.  Then  you  are  to  get  at  the  quantity  of  goods  transported 
yearly  between  the  two  rivers.  Do  you  ever  think  to  acquire  that  know- 
ledge with  such  exactness  as  to  rest  upon  it  the  whole  of  your  scheme  ? 
You  know  how  very  vaguely  the  people  the  most  conversant  in  those 
matters  will  talk  to  you  on  such  a  subject.  We  see  this  every  day  in 
Committees  of  Parliament,  when  witnesses  are  examined  concerning  facts 
that  one  would  think  the  most  stupid  of  them  could  not  fail  to  know  with 
precision ;  and  yet  no  two  of  them  will  give  any  thing  like  the  same 
account  of  the  matter.  Two  years  ago,  when  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater's 
great  Navigation  was  agitated  in  Parliament,  (a  case  exactly  in  point  with 
yours,)  a  stranger  coming  in  would  never  have  dreamed  that  the  evidences 
were  speaking  to  the  same  part  of  the  country,  and  to  the  same  transport 
of  goods  and  quantities — so  widely  did  they  vary  ! — because  they  spoke 
absolutely  by  guess  and  at  random.  Now,  as  to  your  duty  on  shipping 
in  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  which,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  (a  very  short 
one,  by  the  bye,)  you  make  amount  to  80,000  ton  British  and  20,000 
foreign  ;3  but,  supposing  your  calculation  should  be  a  just  one,  and  that 
you  may  always  depend  on  that  amount,  which  (considering  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  three  first  years  of  your  average  of  five  years,)  is  a 
pretty  strong  hypothesis ;  however,  supposing  it  founded,  let  me  ask,  if 
the  duty  proposed  be  exacted  from  ships  laden  with  bulky  cheap  com- 
modities, such  as  coal,  timber,  &c.  &c.  will  it  not  be  a  most  heavy  duty 
for  them  to  pay  ?  This  point  should  be  most  thoroughly  canvassed  and 
sifted,  with  merchants,  masters  of  ships,  &c.  &c.  before  you  can  in  the  least 
rely  upon  it.  But,  after  allowing  all  your  postulata  to  be  self-evident 
axioms,  you  make  up  but  £4800  per  annum  for  payment  of  principal, 
interest,  and  reparations ;  and,  if  that  principal  should  extend  to  £100,000, 
where  are  you  then  ?    You  have  not  the  wherewithal  to  pay  the  interest, 

3  These  and  some  following  details,  not  included  in  the  Memorial,  were  supplied,  it 
may  be  presumed,  in  the  Baron's  letter. 
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1765.  much  less  to  discbarge  any  part  of  the  principal,  and  to  make  the  neces- 
sary annual  reparations.  With  respect  to  the  Annexed  Estates  being 
made  a  collateral  security  to  those  who  would  advance  money  for  the 
undertaking,  it  would  require  no  less  work  to  do  that  than  apply  the  pro- 
duce of  them  to  the  making  the  canal ;  for,  in  either  case,  the  laws  now  in 
being  must  be  altered,  and  the  rents  of  those  estates  differently  appropri- 
ated from  what  they  now  are.  After  saying  this,  I  think  it  proper  to  add, 
that  I  should  be  heartily  glad  to  give  every  facility  in  my  power  to  a  scheme 
productive  of  so  much  publick  utility,  provided  the  means  can  be  well 
ascertained  before  we  begin  ;  without  that,  a  man  must,  indeed,  have  a 
bee  in  his  bonnet  if  he  sets  about  so  arduous  an  undertaking. 

You  will  have  a  petition  from  Mr.  Weemyss,  to  the  Treasury,  referred  to 
you  Barons  ;  Mr.  Grenville,  I  believe,  is  well  inclined  to  do  what  is  asked; 
so  I  wish  you  would  make  a  favorable  report  upon  it ;  indeed  it  seems  to 
be  merely  a  matter  of  the  King's  favour.  As  your  term  is  very  near  its 
end,  1  fancy  Mr.  Grenville  will  order  it  to  be  sent  you  by  an  express, 
that  they  may  receive  your  report  at  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  possible. 

Since  I  have  begun  this  letter,  I  have  received  yours  of  the  9th  inst . 
(I  fancy  your  people  do  not  carry  your  letters  in  time  to  the  post,  for  I 
should  have  received  this  last  of  the  9th,  as  well  as  your  former  one  of 
the  7tb,  one  post  sooner  than  they  reached  me).  I  only  deferred  writing 
to  Lord  Stonefield  about  moving  for  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Perth  bridge, 
till  I  should  hear  from  you  in  answer  to  my  former  letter  on  that  subject ; 
but  I  will  now  write  to  him  about  it.  1  see  you  think  it  adviseable  not 
to  mention  the  second  sum  of  ,£2000  at  the  same  time  that  the  first 
,£2000  is  moved  for ;  I  shall  consider  of  this ;  but  I'll  tell  you  why  'tis 
material  to  have  it  all  resolved  upon  at  the  same  time,  tho'  payable  in 
two  different  years,  for  I  mean  it  to  be  £2000  this  year  and  £2000  next 
year.  If  the  Commissioners  who  are  appointed  to  manage  the  tolls,  &c. 
&c.  of  the  bridge,  by  the  Act  now  bringing  into  Parliament,  are  not 
insured  of  such  a  sum,  arising  from  free  gift,  as  will  enable  them  to  go  on 
with  the  work,  they  won't  undertake  it  at  all.  Tor  the  idea  is  this  :  to 
get  as  much  in  free  gift  as  possible,  in  order  to  bring  down  the  loans 
they  must  make  besides  so  low,  that  the  tolls  of  the  bridge  will  be  able 
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to  pay  the  interest  of  those  loans,  with  some  part  of  the  principal  1765. 
borrowed,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the  bridge  in  repair.  Now  if,  by 
then  not  getting  enough  in  free  gift,  they  should  be  obliged  to  borrow 
more  money  than  the  tolls  will  pay  the  interest  of,  &c.  &c.  the  work 
cannot  proceed.  As  to  getting  them  the  £2000  hereafter,  I  should  not 
care  to  engage  for  that,  as  one  does  not  know  what  may  happen  to 
prevent  it  in  future  times.  I  have  now  wrote  you  a  volume,  so  adieu, 
Dear  Baron. 


CL1II. 
LORD  EREOL1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Slains  Castle,  February  21st,  1765. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  letter,  which  clear'd  up  to  my  satisfaction 
an  affair  which  surprised  me  more  than  I  can  express.  I  had  ever  found 
you  my  very  good  friend,  and  I  ever  knew  you  to  have  an  honest  heart ; 
how  to  reconcile  these  two  with  your  silence,  after  my  last  letter,  I  could 
not  imagine.  My  mind  is  now  happily  relieved,  and  I  heartily  forgive 
any  mistake  that  might  have  occasioned  my  not  hearing  from  you.     In 

1  [See  above,  No.  cxm.]  James,  Earl  of  Errol ;  eldest  son  of  the  unfortunate  Earl 
of  Kihiiarnoek,  beheaded  on  Tower  Hill  in  1746  ;  succeeded  to  the  Earldom  of  Errol,  in 
right  of  his  mother,  Lady  Anne  Livingstone.  Through  her  he  also  represented  the  Earl- 
dom of  Linlithgow,  attainted  in,  1715,  to  part  of  the  property  of  which  this  Letter 
refers.  Sir  William  Forbes,  in  his  Life  of  Beattie,  gives  a  most  glowing  description  of 
this  nobleman's  character : — "  In  his  manners  he  was  wonderfully  agreeable  ;  a  most  affec- 
"  tionate  parent,  husband,  and  brother — exerting  Ms  influence  in  doing  good  to  the  neigh- 
"  bourhood,  a  blessing  to  his  tenants,  and  the  darling  of  the  whole  country.  In  his 
"  stature  he  was  six  foot  four  inches,  and  his  proportions  most  exact.  Were  I  desired  to 
"  specify  the  man  of  the  most  graceful  form,  the  most  elegant,  polished,  and  popular  man- 
"  ners,  whom  I  have  ever  known  in  my  long  intercourse  with  society,  I  should  not  hesitate 
"  to  name — James,  Earl  of  Errol."  His  Lordship's  father  was  also  celebrated  for  his  fine 
person. 
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L765.  spite  of  what  you  say  of  my  Lord  Privy  Seal's  regard  for  me,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  he  used  me  in  a  manner  he,  nor  no  man,  of  our  country, 
had  a  title  to  do.  I  wrote  him  a  very  civil  letter,2  sent  a  servant  on 
purpose  with  it,  and  he  truly  returned  me  a  verhal  message,  that  I  could 
not  understand  anything  at  all  about.  Can  you  really  think  this  was 
proper  usage,  even  from  one  gentleman  to  another,  in  a  private  affair  1 
and  still  much  worse  from  a  Minister,  whose  business  it  is,  (if  I  under- 
stand the  thing  properly,)  to  hear  and  answer  the  demands  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  where  he  is  appointed.  I  am  sure 
our  amiable  and  most  gracious  sovereign  would  have  acted  a  very  differ- 
ent part,  nor  do  I  know  how  Mr.  Mackenzie  can  answer  for  using  a  man 
in  so  contemptuous  a  manner,  who  is,  at  least,  upon  a  footing  with  him 
in  private  life,  whatever  incidental  advantages  he  may  have  over  him  in 
publick  affairs.  You  may  think  I  tell  my  opinion  in  this  affair  too  plainly, 
but,  my  dear  Willy,  I  was  much  hurt  with  it.  You  know  I  never  gave 
our  Ministry  any  trouble  before,  and  therefore,  in  my  first  application,  I 
thought  I  might  at  least  have  been  favoured  with  an  answer.  But  it  is 
past :  "  We  all  know  what  we  are,  but  we  don't  know  what  we  may  be," 
should  be  imprinted  in  every  man's  heart  in  indelible  characters.  I  have 
now  taken  what  measures  in  my  affair  I  thought  Mrould  most  conduce  to 
my  advantage  I  hope  you  will  still  continue  my  friend,  as  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  rank  you  hold  in  the  Exchequer  Court.  I  now  have  a 
favour  to  beg  of  you  in  the  private  way,  for  an  old  woman  for  whom  I 

-  Extract  from  Lord  Erroll's  letter  to  Lord  Privy  Seal,  above  referred  to,  and  enclosed 
in  his  own  to  the  Baron: — 

Sir, — Sometime  ago  there  was  a  memorial  presented  to  you,  relative  to  the  claim  of 
the  Crown  to  the  lands  of  Mumrals,  for  part  of  the  debts  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Lin- 
lithgow, I  now  beg  leave  to  ask  your  countenance  and  support  in  this  affair,  which  must 
infallibly  fall  on  me  at  last;  and  as  the  claim  is  much  larger  than  the  whole  value  of  the 

hinds  in  question,  I  shall  be  deprived  of  them  altogether Allow  me, 

therefore,  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  order  the  course  of  it  to  be  stopped,  only  until  I  can 
have  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you,  and  representing  the  whole  of  it  to  you  in  a  much 
more  proper  way  than  I  can  do  by  writing 

Slains  Castle,  June  20,  17C4. 
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am  particularly  interested ;  it  is,  that  you  get  her  put  on  your  list  for  one  1765. 
of  the  five  or  ten  pound  annuities.  If  you  can  oblige  me  in  this,  you 
will  do  me  a  very  particular  favor.  I  beg  you  will  write  me  a  few  lines 
in  answer  to  this  request.  Lady  Erroll,  who  was  safely  delivered  of  a 
daughter  a  fortnight  ago,  joins  me  in  best  respects  and  good  wishes  to 
Mrs.  Mure  and  you. 

I  am,  with  sincere  esteem,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithfull  servant, . 
Erroll. 


CLIV. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Feb.  26,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  yours  of  the  21,  enclosing  Jardine's1  letter,  on  which  I  shall 
talk  to  Lord  Advocate.  Meanwhile,  I  disapprove  entirely  of  the  scheme 
of  Jardine  and  Robertson 2  finding  out  what  they  judge  to  be  a  proper 
man  for  North  Leith ;  which  proper  man,  should  he  not  succeed,  I  am 
afterwards  to  be  saddled  with  the  care  of  providing  for !  Let  who  will 
come  in,  I  certainly  will  not  be  answerable  for  his  provision  in  the  event 
of  his  ill  success. 

With  respect  to  what  is  doing  in  Parliament  about  weights  and 
measures,  when  that  affair  is  brought  to  any  degree  of  maturity  here,  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  think  of  the  extension  of  those  laws  to  Scotland, 
as  then  any  plan  for  that  part  of  the  kingdom  will  be  more  easily  framed, 
and  with  less  difficulty  carried  into  execution. 

1  The  Rev.  Dr.  Jardine,  minister  of  the  Tron  Church,  a  leading  member  of  the 
moderate  party  in  the  Kirk ;  father  of  the  present  Sir  Henry  Jardine,  and  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Home  Drummond,  M.P.  for  Perthshire. 

2  The  Historian. 

vol.  n.  c 
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1705.  I  wrote  to  Lord  Stonefield  yesterday,  to  move  the  Board  of  Annexed 
Estates  for  4000<£,  half  whereof  to  be  paid  this  year,  and  the  other  half 
next  year,  as  his  Majesty's  contribution  towards  building  the  bridge  at 
Perth.  But,  to  save  myself  the  trouble  of  entering  at  detail  into  this 
subject,  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  Lord  Stonefield,  wherein  I  have 
explained  myself  fully. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  have  resolved,  (as  your  Ministers  have  delayed  to  the  last 
moment  fixing  on  a  man  for  North  Leith,  as  Lord  Advocate  tells  me 
that  Baron,  whom  Provost  Drummond  recommended,  will  not  accept, 
and  as  there  is  likely  to  be  contests  and  difficulties ;)  I  say,  as  this  is  the 
case,  1  have  resolved  to  recommend  the  man  Jardine  mentions,  to  the 
King,  as  the  adverse  party  have  behaved,  the  Advocate  tells  me,  so 
indecently  and  insolently  upon  the  occasion.  But  why  they  would  delay 
this  matter  to  the  very  last  moment,  and  not  give  one  time  to  look  about 
one,  to  find  out  some  other  proper  person,  I  don't  well  conceive. 

I  am  to  mention  to  His  Majesty,  one  of  these  days,  the  request  of  the 
Trustees  for  the  Edinburgh  roads,  to  carry  the  road  through  the  Abbey 
Close,  under  certain  restrictions,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  Palace.  Mr. 
Frascr  wrote  me  something  about  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  pretensions  to 
the  property  of  that  ground,  and  of  the  gardens  adjoining.  Tho'  I  think 
the  idea  a  most  absurd  one,  of  the  Housekeeper  of  one  of  the  King's 
Palaces  having  the  smallest  right  to  the  very  ground  on  which,  or 
adjoyning  which,  the  King's  own  house  stands,  yet  I  would  not  bring  on 
any  vexatious  claim  or  suit  on  your  pupil,  without  enquiring  into  it  from 
you ;  so  I  wish  to  know  what  you  contend  for  on  that  head.  As  to  any 
thing  in  the  King's  warrant,  which  shall  permitt  the  road  to  pass  through 
these,  allowing  of  such  a  claim  in  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's,  I  can't  consent 
to  that  until  it  be  proved  that  your  pupil  has  any  right  at  all  to  that 
ground.     Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  about  this.     Adieu,  dear  Baron. 
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CLV. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Hill  Street,  March  11,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

Lord  Dunmore  is  come  up  here,  about  a  claim  he  has  lately  acquired 
by  some  transaction  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Mackenzie,  daughter  of  a 
Colonel  Mackenzie,  who  was  factor  on  the  Seaforth  Estate  for  some 
years  after  the  Rebellion  in  1715.  This  claim  is  against  the  Crown,  for 
a  ballance  due  to  Colonel  Mackenzie,  on  settling  his  accounts,  of  about 
£1000,  or  £1100,  with  interest  for  the  same.  The  Barons  cleared  with 
his  widow  in  1734.  Now  what  he  wants  is,  (and  for  which  he  is  to 
present  a  memorial  to  the  Treasury,)  that  the  King  should  pay  him  out 
of  a  debt  due  by  Macdonald  of  Glengary  to  the  late  Seaforth,  (as  he, 
Lord  Dunmore,  states  it) ;  but,  as  he  calls  the  debt  due  by  Glengary  to 
the  Crown  £4000,  I  doubt  this  is  the  debt  due  to  the  Crown  in  right 
of  Lord  Lovat,  not  of  Seaforth,  as  he  states  it.  I  told  Lord  Dunmore, 
that,  if  that  was  the  case,  I  could  not  assist  him  in  his  pursuit,  for  that 
there  had  been  twenty  memorials  presented,  both  from  Glengary  and 
Colonel  Fraser  of  Lovat,  for  to  have  a  gift  of  that  debt;  and  that  as  each 
of  them  seem'd  to  have  (for  many  reasons  which  I  gave  him,  and  which 
I  need  not  repeat  here,  as  you  know  them)  a  more  equitable  title  than 
any  body  else  to  petition  for  that  debt,  I  could  not  befriend  him  in  the 
fund  he  proposed  for  his  reimbursement  of  what  he  says  the  Crown  owes 
him.  As  to  Glengary,  Lord  Dunmore  alledges,  that  he  will  rather  be 
benefitted  than  a  loser  by  this  transaction,  for  that  he  can't  keep  possession 
of  the  estate  at  any  rate ;  and  that  if  this  plan  does  not  take  place,  the 
estate  will  be  tore  in  pieces  by  the  creditors.  To  this  allegation  I  was 
not  sufficiently  informed  to  give  any  answer.  Then  as  to  Colonel  Fraser, 
he  said  that  he  had  had  many  more  favours  from  the  Crown  than  himself, 
who  had  had  nothing,  &c.  &c.     I  answered,  that  this  money,  had  it  not 
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1765.  been  for  old  Lovat's  dragging  his  son,  then  a  boy,  into  the  Rebellion, 
would,  without  a  doubt,  have  been  his  own,  consequently  was  not  to  be 
considered  in  the  light  with  another  kind  of  favor,  which  might  lye  open 
to  every  man's  sollicitation.  In  short,  I  told  him  frankly,  that  I  could 
not  think  of  endeavouring  to  set  aside  the  claims  of  Fraser  and  Glengary, 
to  espouse  his  (Lord  Dunmore's) ;  but  that  he  might,  if  he  would,  present 
his  memorial  to  the  Treasury.  As  it  will  be  referred,  in  course,  to  you 
Barons,  I  thought  it  right  to  give  you  some  account  of  it  beforehand, 
tho'  I  suppose  you  can  make  no  report  upon  it  till  your  June  term.  I 
told  Lord  Dunmore,  that,  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  applications  were 
made  both  by  Fraser  and  Glengary  for  this  money,  it  was  resolved  to 
let  the  matter  rest  in  statu  quo,  merely  because  each  claimant  seem'd  to 
have  so  much  to  plead  in  his  own  behalf ;  and  this  was  the  fact ;  for  I 
remember  my  brother  and  I  having  a  long  conversation  about  it,  the 
issue  of  which  was  as  I  tell  you. 

As  to  your  letter  about  Lord  Cochran's  having  a  pension,1  all  I  have 
to  say  to  it  is,  to  remind  you  of  what  I  told  you  over  and  over  again,  last 
summer,  on  the  subject  of  pensions  in  general,  and  what  has  passed 
between  Mr.  Grenville  and  me  on  that  subject, — I  could  as  easily  (in  the 
present  times)  get  him  a  bishoprick  as  a  pension. 

I  wish  you  could  prevail  on  Dr.  Robertson  to  take  the  charge  of  Lord 
Northumberland's  son,  Mr.  Piercy,2  to  be  with  him  for  some  time.  My 
Lord  is  very  anxious  to  send  his  son  to  him  ;  and,  tho'  Dr.  Robertson 
had  an  objection  to  the  taking  Lord  Warwick's  two  young  boys,  he  might 
not  have  the  same  to  the  having  one  youth  of  a  certain  age,  who  has  gone 
entirely  thro'  Eton  College  to  the  top  of  it,  and  who,  consequently,  would 
by  no  means  require  that  constant  attention  to  him  that  a  mere  boy 
would  naturally  do.  I  should  think  Dr.  Robertson  would  see  such  a 
charge  as  this  to  be  very  different  from  that  of  one,  or  still  more  of  two 
little  boys,  which  I  know  he  did  not  care  to  undertake ;  pi'ay  speak  to 

1  See  Lady  Dundonald's  letter,  of  date  January,  1763,  No.  lxxvii. 

2  Afterwards  Lord  Algernon  Percy;  created  Lord  Lovaine  in  1784;  ancestor  of  the 
present  Earl  of  Beverley. 
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him  on  this  subject,  and  let  me  hear  from  you  about  it  soon  as  you  can.  1765. 
I  need  not  tell  you  that  Lord  Northumberland  would  desire  that  Dr. 
Robertson  should  make  entirely  his  own  terms  if  he  takes  Mr.  Piercy. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  with  your  Glasgow  people's 
observations  on  the  Bank  Bill,  which  is  to  be  read  to-morrow  for  the 
second  time;  and  I  fancy  we  shall  see  Campbell  and  Mackall,  as  also 
Young,  &c.  from  the  Edinburgh  Banks,  previous  to  the  second  reading. 
Meanwhile,  I  have  run  over  their  paper  which  you  sent  me;  most  of  the 
tilings  which  they  propose  are  agreable  to  what  we  had  already  concerted 
and  settled;  at  least  in  a  great  measure;  viz.  we  thought  of  making  the 
Act  commence  at  Lady  Day,  1766;  also  about  the  £500  payable,  if 
demanded  within  the  Bank  hours.  The  only  difficulty  in  that  paper  of 
tbeirs  will  be  the  restriction  upon  credit:  that  a  man  cannot  issue  notes 
without  baving  ready  to  produce  £10,000  on  land,  or  in  the  funds;  this 
will  strike  the  English  Members  prodigiously,  as  any  man  here,  without 
a  shilling  in  his  pocket,  may  issue  notes  for  a  million  if  he  pleases;  and, 
if  people  will  be  kind  enough  to  accept  them  on  his  security,  nobody  can 
say  a  word  to  him;  however,  we  shall  talk  over  this  affair,  and  see  what 
we  can  make  on't. 

I  bave  just  now  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  as  to  Robertson.  I 
know  little  or  nothing  of  him;  but  if  he  presumed  to  secrete  a  paper 
ordered  by  the  Board  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury,  I  think  the 
Board  ought  to  take  it  up  very  bigh,  to  examine  about  it,  and  get  at  the 
whole  truth  of  the  fact.  After  which  it  will  be  proper  to  consider  what 
punishment  should  be  inflicted  on  him;  but  why  does  not  the  Secretary 
(whose  business  it  is)  take  care  that  the  clerks  do  their  duty? 

I  promise  you  that  the  conduct  of  that  Board,  and  of  their  officers, 
will  be  much  more  exactly  scrutinized  for  the  future  than  it  has  hitherto 
been;  at  least  if  I  remain  where  I  am:  and  I  think  you  had  some 
specimens  of  this  transmitted  to  you  in  His  Majesty's  last  warrant;  so 
you  should  put  your  brethren  upon  their  metal. 

Upon  considering  the  delay  about  the  moving  for  the  £2000, 
for  the  Bridge  at  Perth,  which  I  desired  Lord  Stonefield  to  sus- 
pend— I  say,  on  considering  this,  I  believe  I  shall  now  desire  him  to 
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1765.  do  it  forthwith,  intimating  at  the  same  time  to  the  Perth  people,  that 
the  matter  is  not  one  jot  farther  advanced,  till  His  Majesty  has  approved 
of  it;  and  I  will  answer  for  that  approbation  not  being  signified,  till  we 
see  in  what  manner  the  inhabitants  of  Perth  (I  don't  say  the  Magistracy, 
for  that  is  another  affair)  intend  to  second  this  great  undertaking. 

I  have  a  letter  by  this  post  from  Principal  Leechman,  enclosing  one 
to  Sir  James  Gray,  which  I  shall  take  care  to  deliver  to  Sir  James,  of 
which  I  beg  you'll  inform  Leechman,  to  save  me  the  trouble  of  writing 
to  him.3  He  asks  me  in  his  postscript  whether  Sir  James  be  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  where  he  fives.  He  is  not  a  Member  of  Parliament.  His 
house  is  in  Great  Brook  Street,  London.  He  is  a  Baronet  and  Knight 
of  the  Bath. 

Lord  Stonefield  fias  mentioned  to  me  one  Mr.  Gordon  Stewart,  who 
was  for  some  years  tutor  to  his  children,  and  was  afterwards  presented 
by  Lord  Glasgow  to  a  little  living  in  Cumbra.  He  says  he  is  good 
tempered,  modest,  and  moderate,  and  is  told  that  he  is  a  good  preacher. 
He  was  a  near  relation  of  poor  Colonel  Stewart,  General  Churchhill's 
son-in-law,  whom  I  got  made  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  before  he  went  to 
the  Havanah  with  Lord  Albemarle,  where  he  perished.  Lord  Stonefield 
recommended  this  young  man  to  me  above  two  years  ago  for  a  living  in 
the  North,  and  he  now  asks  my  opinion  how  far  he  might  be  mentioned 
to  my  brother  for  Kingarth,  on  that  puppy  Brown's  removal  to  Lochraa- 
ben.  I  think  I  should  incline  to  put  him  into  Kingarth,  if  you  have 
nothing  to  offer  against  it ;  but  you  may  talk  to  Stonefield  about  him,  to 
know  further,  as  also  to  Lord  Glasgow.  Now,  Adieu,  for  I  have  wrote 
you  a  volume. 


3  See  No.  cxiix. 
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CLVI. 

PRINCIPAL  ROBERTSON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

College  of  Edinburgh,  March  19,  1765. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  my  late  indisposition  prevents  me  from  waiting  on  you,  I  must 
take  tins  method  of  conveying  to  you  my  sentiments  concerning  that 
paragraph  of  my  Lord  Privy  Seal's  letter  with  respect  to  Mr.  Percy's 
being  placed  in  my  house,  which  you  communicated  to  me. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  that  flattering  proof  which  my  Lord  Northum- 
berland gives  me  of  his  confidence,  in  desiring  that  his  son  should  be 
committed  to  my  care.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  decline  complying  with 
his  request,  and  shall  mention  to  you  the  reasons  which  determine  me  to 
take  this  resolution.  You  know  that  when  I  was  made  His  Majesty's 
Historiographer  for  Scotland,  a  proposal  (which  carried  with  it  the  force 
of  a  command)  accompanied  that  grant.  In  consequence  of  it,  I  am 
under  engagement,  as  soon  as  my  present  work '  is  published,  to  attempt 
the  History  of  England.  This  engagement  I  am  bound  by  every  tie  to 
fulfill,  and  it  will  require  the  whole  of  my  time  and  all  my  attention 
during  the  rest  of  my  life.  Frequent  excursions  to  England  will  become 
necessary,  and  the  time  of  my  residence  there  will  be  very  uncertain. 
All  this  I  considered  as  so  incompatible  with  my  taking  the  charge  of 
any  young  gentleman's  education,  that  when  my  Lord  Warwick  pro- 
posed that  I  should  receive  his  two  younger  sons  into  their  brother's 
place,  I  absolutely  declined  it.  My  obligations  to  Lord  Warwick  are  so 
great,  and  my  attachment  to  him  and  his  family  so  sincere,  that  if  I 
could  have  persuaded  myself  that  my  gratifying  him  in  this  particular 
was  consistent  with  the  engagement  I  had  come  under,  I  should  certainly 
have  complied  with  his  desire.  The  same  reasons  which  induced  me 
to  avoid  burdening  myself   with  the  charge  of  his  sons   still   subsist  ; 

1  History  of  Charles  V.  published  in  1769. 
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1765.  and,  after  declining  to  take  them  into  my  family,  it  would  be  alto- 
gether improper  for  me  to  take  the  charge  of  any  other  person  what- 
ever. But  although  these  considerations,  added  to  some  domestick 
reasons  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention,  determine  me  to  decline 
taking  Mr.  Percy  into  my  family,  I  shall  reckon  it  my  duty,  if  he  shall 
be  sent  hither,  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  my  power  towards  carrying 
on  the  plan  of  his  education.  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  is  of  such  an  age 
that  he  should  be  only  two  seasons  here.  One  year  he  may  attend  the 
College  of  Natural  Philosophy,  by  Mr.  Russel,  and  the  College  of 
Rhetorick  and  Belles  Lettres,  by  Dr.  Blair ;  the  second,  he  should  attend 
the  Moral  Philosophy  College,  by  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  the  Civil  Law 
College,  by  Mr.  Dick.  I  am  afraid  that  there  may  be  some  difficulty  in 
having  him  placed  with  any  professor  in  the  College.  Dr.  Blair  has 
Mr.  Oswald's  son  in  his  house,  and  Mr.  Ferguson  the  two  Mr.  Grevilles.2 
There  is  one  other  person  here  whom  I  can  safely  recommend,  as  de- 
serving to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  a  young  man  of  Mr.  Percy's 
rank :  that  is  Mr.  Drysdale,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  city.  He  is  a 
sensible  and  well  bred  man,  of  a  good  temper,  and  an  excellent  scholar. 
His  wife  (who  is  a  sister  of  the  Messrs.  Adam  the  architects,)  is  an 
accomplished  prudent  woman.  This  I  mention  as  a  circumstance  of  no 
small  importance ;  as  the  manners  and  ideas  of  a  young  man  must  be 
greatly  influenced  by  the  domestick  society  to  which  he  is  accustomed. 
Whatever  resolution  my  Lord  Northumberland  may  take,  I  wish  he 
would  communicate  it  soon,  because  there  is  no  person  here  with  whom 
Mr.  Percy  can  be  placed;  but  he  will  probably  be  obliged  to  hire  a  house 
on  purpose  for  his  reception,  and  as  much  time  should  be  given  for  doing 
so  as  possible.  I  hope  you  will  forgive  the  length  and  freedom  with 
which  I  have  written  to  you,  and  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithfull  servant, 

William  Robertson. 

2  Sons  of  Lord  Warwick,  whom  Dr.  Robertson  declined  taking:. 
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CLVII. 
LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hi]l  Street,  March  23,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

Davy  Ross,  who  arrived  here  last  night,  informs  me  that  you  were 
to  set  out  for  the  West,  as  on  Tuesday  last,  (the  19th  instant,)  so  that 
before  your  departure  you  would  probably  receive  mine  of  the  14th 
instant,  as  well  as  one  or  two  others  of  older  dates.  I  wish  you  could 
have  answered  these,  (particularly  the  one  concerning  Lord  Northum- 
berland's son,  which,  I  believe,  was  dated  the  11th  instant,)  before  you 
had  left  Edinburgh;  as  I  suppose  now  you  will  not  be  able  to  return  an 
answer,  till  long  after  the  time  that  an  answer  will  be  of  any  use,  as 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  your  corresponding  with  Robertson  about  it;  it 
must  be  by  conversation  only  that  such  a  proposition  as  mine  can  be 
settled.  Lord  Stonefield  has  acquainted  me  with  the  Board  having  come 
to  a  resolution,  to  give  (with  His  Majesty's  permission,)  £4000  towards 
building  a  bridge  at  Perth ;  half  that  sum  this  year,  and  the  remainder 
next  year.  I  have  this  minute  your  letters  of  the  18th  and  19th  instant, 
which  I  have  not  time  to  answer  now ;  I  have  also  a  letter  from  Robert- 
son, with  one  enclosed  for  Sir  James  Gray,  about  the  Court  of  Naples 
affair ;  I  shall  answer  this,  and  therein  take  an  opportunity  of  explainino- 
to  Robertson  my  meaning  about  making  Hume  write  to  him ;  which 
was  merely  this — to  satisfy  him  (Robertson),  that  tho'  I  did  not  answer 
his  official  letter  at  present,  I  was  not  neglecting  their  affair,  but  did  not 
care  to  answer  his  letter  officially,  till  I  could  speak  with  certainty  of 
what  I  was  endeavouring  to  do  for  them.  This  I  can't  yet  do ;  indeed 
I  never  may,  perhaps,  tho'  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  it. 
Pray  let  him  know  this.  Adieu. 
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CLVIII. 

LORD  PRESIDENT  DTJNDAS  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Arniston,  March  31,  1765. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  18th,  relating  to  Mr.  Steuart,1 
which  I  did  not  answer,  on  a  mistaken  piece  of  information  that  you  were 
gone  for  London,  wherein  I  was  not  undeceived  till  last  Friday,  I  hap- 
pened to  be  in  Edinburgh. 

I  have  a  very  great  regard  for  Mr.  Steuart,  and  did  once  show  it  in 
fighting  some  good  battles  for  bim ;  but,  as  I  have  long  left  Clydesdale, 
and  have  now  very  little  connexion  with  it,  I  believe  you  overrate  my 
concurrence,  which  can  be  of  little  significancy.  However,  being  under 
no  previous  engagement,  I  will  not  refuse  your  request,  especially  in 
favour  of  an  old  friend,  of  wishing  him  success,  and  allowing  my  name  to 
be  used,  if  it  can  have  any  influence.  Mr.  Macqueen2  will  do  what  you 
desire  him,  and  I  have  spoke  to  Mr.  John  Smith,  who  will  do  the  same, 
so  far  as  good  offices  can  go.  I  have  desired  him,  if  in  Clydesdale  before 
the  election,  to  signify  to  any  who  desires  to  know  my  sentiments,  that 
it  is  my  desire  your  measures  should  be  supported.  I  am,  with  great 
esteem  and  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  &c. 

ROBT.    DUNDAS. 

If  it  appears  material,  I  doubt  not  Mr.  Smith  will  go  to  Clydesdale 
sooner  than  he  now  intends. 

1  Andrew  Steuart,  Esq.  Younger  of  Torrance,  candidate  for  Lanarkshire  in  17Gb. 

2  Afterwards  Lord  Braxfield,  and  Lord  Justice  Clerk. 
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CLIX. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  April  1,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  23d  past,  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Dr. 
Robertson  of  the  same  date ;  one  in  answer  to  his  about  the  clergy's 
payment  of  the  window  tax,  the  other  in  answer  to  one  he  had  wrote  me 
inclosing  a  letter  to  Sir  James  Gray,  concerning  the  King  of  Naples's 
present  to  the  College  of  Edinburgh.  In  this  last  I  took  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  to  him  something  of  the  idea  I  had  formed  for  a  species  of 
relief  to  the  clergy  in  the  window  tax,  at  least  as  to  their  arrears  of  that 
duty.  I  only  drop'd,  in  my  other  letter  to  him,  that  I  had  something  in 
view  to  propose  in  their  favour,  without  explaining  what  it  was.  I  spoke 
with  reserve,  because  I  am  not  sure  as  yet  whether  my  scheme  be  capable 
of  being  carried  into  execution;  and,  if  it  is,  I  am  as  little  sure  that  I  can 
get  Mr.  Grenville  to  acquiesce  in  it,  tho'  I  am  sure  'tis  the  best,  if  not 
the  only  one,  in  the  present  circumstances,  that  can  be  fallen  upon. 

In  your  letter  of  the  18th  past,  you  tell  me  that  I  have  got  a  good 
life-rent  office  to  dispose  of.  I  wish  any  body  had  the  disposal  of  it  but 
me,  for  it  has  already  given  me  a  great  deal  of  plague,  and  may,  in  its 
consequences,  produce  more  bustle  than  you  are  aware  of.  I  have  already 
twelve  eminent  competitors  for  it,  not  to  mention  others  of  less  distinction. 
Mr.  Grenville  almost  makes  a  point  of  it  for  Lord  Fife's  brother.  There 
are  five  or  six  Members  of  Parliament,  two  or  three  Generals,  and  some 
Peers,  both  of  Scotland  and  England,  applying  either  for  themselves  or 
others,  to  obtain  this  office — Earl  of  Powis,  Lord  Holland,  &c.  &c.  Is 
this  a  very  agreeable  situation  for  me,  do  you  think  ?  If  you  do,  you  know 
me  very  little  indeed ;  and  when  I  have  told  you  the  above,  I  should  have 
much  more  to  tell  you,  were  you  and  I  in  a  room  together ;  but  enough 
of  this  for  the  present. 
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CLX. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

HOI  Street,  April  4,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  communicated  to  my  Lord  Northumberland  the  letter  you 
received  from  Dr.  Robertson,1  which  you  sent  me,  and  which  I  shall  now 
here  return  to  you,  as  I  shall  allude  to  parts  of  it  in  what  I  shall  say  in 
this  letter.  I  find  Lord  Northumberland  inclines  much  that  his  son  Mr. 
Percy  should  be  lodged  with  one  of  the  eminent  Professors,  and  therefore 
does  not  much  enter  into  Dr.  Robertson's  idea  of  placing  him  in  Mr. 
Drysdale's  house,  who,  not  being  accustomed  to  the  instruction  of  youth, 
he  thinks  will  not  answer  so  well  for  his  son.  As  Dr.  Blair  has  only 
Mr.  Oswald's  son  lodged  with  him,  and  as  you  have  given  me  a  great 
character  of  him  (Blair)  on  some  occasions,  what  if  I  were  to  propose  to 
Lord  Northumberland  to  place  his  son  with  Blair  ?  I  suppose  Blair 
would  be  very  well  pleased  with  it,  if  you  think  him  fit  for  it ;  and  there 
being  two  of  them  in  the  house,  they  would  be  company  for  one  another, 
as  I  believe  they  are  much  of  an  age — each  about  fifteen  or  sixteen.  The 
having  young  people  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  especially  of  such  ele- 
vated rank,  go  down  to  Scotland  to  receive  part  of  their  education,  is  a 
matter  of  no  small  moment,  even  in  a  publick  and  political  view.  In  this 
particular  instance  I  have  it  greatly  at  heart  that  Lord  Northumberland 
should  hereafter  approve  of  what  his  son  shall  have  acquired  by  his  sending 
him  to  Scotland.  I  wish,  therefore,  you  would  let  me  hear  soon  and 
fully  from  you  on  this  matter ;  and  if  it  be  necessary  (as  I  suppose  it  may) 
for  you  to  come  to  Edinburgh  about  it,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  see 
it  of  moment  enough  to  induce  you  to  take  that  little  journey.  If  you 
think  well  enough  of  Blair  for  Mr.  Percy  to  be  placed  with  him,  I  would 
have  you  talk  over  the  affair  with  him,  and  give  me  all  the  information 
you  can  as  to  every  particular  about  it.     Adieu,  Dear  Baron. 

1  See  No.  clvi. 
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CLXI. 
J.  SMEATON,  ESQ.1  TO  MR.  R.  MACPHERSON. 

Austhorpe,  April  18,  1765. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  enquiries  concerning  navigations  are  rather  more  extensive 
than  I  am  able  to  satisfy ;  but  in  what  I  can,  I  will.  Raising  money  in 
England  for  supporting  these  works  is  always  by  private  subscription  or 
adventure ;  and  that  upon  different  terms.  Formerly,  navigations  were 
carryed  on  wholly  in  the  way  of  adventure ;  that  is,  the  undertaking 
was  divided  into  shares  of,  suppose,  100£.  Each  person  desirous  of 
becoming  an  adventurer,  subscribed  for  as  many  as  he  pleased.  These 
adventurers,  (or  undertakers,  as  they  were  generally  called  in  the  Acts 
of  Parliament,)  like  a  private  Company  of  Merchants,  chose  such  person 
or  persons  to  be  Managers,  as  the  whole  body  thought  proper,  which 
Managers  chose  such  persons  to  be  their  Engineers,  Agents,  Overseers, 
and  Servants,  as  they  thought  proper;  and  for  settling  all  disputes  between 
the  adventurers  and  proprietors  of  lands,  through  which  the  navigation 
was  to  pass,  Commissioners  were  appointed  as  judges,  with  full  power  to 
hear  and  determine ;  no  person  being  allowed  to  act  as  Commissioner 
that  was  interested  as  an  adventurer,  or  in  the  lands,  property,  or  success 
of  the  dispute  in  question.  Things  thus  adjusted,  the  adventurers  made 
what  profit  they  could,  not  exceeding  the  dutys  prescribed  by  the  Act 

1  "  John  Smeatou,  born  at  Austhorpe,  near  Leeds,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1724,  will 
"  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  laborious  and  successful  civil  engineers  whom 
"  Britain  has  produced  ;  a  class  to  which  this  country  is  so  deeply  indebted  for  its  com- 
"  mercial  greatness." — Charles  Knight,  Gallery  of  Portraits,  with  Memoirs,  Vol.  n.  p.  12. 

Mr.  Robert  Macpherson,  to  whom  this  letter  was  addressed,  Under  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Annexed  Estates,  was  himself  an  engineer  and  mechanician  of  some  talent.  He  was 
a  frequent  correspondent  of  Baron  Mure  on  commercial  and  statistical  subjects  ;  and  Mr. 
Smeaton's  letter,  although  addressed  to  Mm,  was,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  sought  by  and 
intended  for  the  Baron.  As  emanating  from  so  high  and  so  original  an  authority,  it  sup- 
plies an  interesting  item  to  the  history  of  modern  stock-jobbing. 
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of  Parliament.     In  most  cases  the  freight  and  dutys  were  mixt  together; 
the  adventurers  being  obliged  to  cany  goods  between  certain  places   at 
certain  prices  ;  but  this  has  been  found  to  be  a  very  bad  method ;  because 
the  adventurers  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  a  Free  Trade  upon  the 
River,  by  levying  what  duty,  upon  such  vessels  as  are  not  their   own 
property,  as  they  pleased ;  even  to  make  the  dutys  the  same  as  freight 
and  dutys  together,  and  by  this  means  make  a  monopoly  of  the  whole. 
And,  in  these  cases,  where  the  price  of  carriage  by  water  has  turn'd  out 
favourable  in  proportion  to  the  price   of  land  carriage,  large  advantages 
have  been  made ;  particularly  in  the  rivers  up  to  Leeds  and  Wakefield, 
'tis  said,  that   £10  per  cent,  per  annum  is  now  made  of  the  first  out- 
goings; and,  from  the  encrease  of  trade  in  that  country,  likely  to  encrease. 
I  believe  the  fairest  and  best  terms  of  executing  a  navigation  were  those 
upon  which  the  river  Calder  was  first  apply ed  for ;  which  was  to  make 
it  a  free  navigation  for  all  vessels  paying  certain  tolls  or  dutys,  which 
tolls  or  dutys,  whenever  they  amounted  to  more  than  10  per  cent,  to 
the  adventurers,  besides  repairs  and  salarys,  should  be  lowered  in  propor- 
tion, and  their  books  subjected  to  the  inspection  of  the  publick,  and  the 
magistrates  of  the  county  to  see  that  this  was  done.     But  it  was  the 
fate  of  this  bill,  through  particular  interests,  to  be  mightily  opposed ;  and 
when  its  enemys  found  it  could  not  be  defeated  upon  its  merits,  they 
endeavoured  to  do  it  by  changing  its  plan,  upon  such  a  principle  as  they 
thought  would  effectually  defeat  its  execution;  they  therefore  cryed  out, 
if  the  thing  was  intended  as  a  publick  benefit,  why  any  jobbs  allowed  ? 
why  10  per  cent.  ?  why  any  adventurers  at  all  1  why  not  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  disinterested  Commissioners  to  execute,  with  power   to 
borrow  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  tolls,  as  upon  a  turnpike  road,  not 
exceeding  5  per  cent.  ?     Well,  those  arguments  being  somewhat  striking, 
by  the  perseverance  of  its  enemys,  and  unsteadiness  of  some  of  its  friends, 
were  carried ;  and  with  such  appearance  of  reason,  that  every  subsequent 
Act  for  Navigation  has  been  even  applyed  for  upon  the  same  terms, 
since  the  Calder;   the  Duke  of    Bridgewater's,  an    undertaking  by  a 
single  person,  and  the   Clyde   Bill,  undertaken  by  the  Magistrates  of 
Glasgow,  excepted.     I'll  tell  you  the  consequence  :  not  one  bill,  of  a  great 
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many,  upon  this  new  principle,  lias  since  been  executed,  for  want  of  1765. 
money  lenders ;  a  little  extension  of  the  river  Wey,  in  Surrey,  of  only 
four  miles  in  length,  and  G000£  value,  besides  the  Calder,  excepted. 
Nor  would  the  Calder  ever  have  been  executed,  had  not  the  spirit  of 
resentment  against  its  opposers,  taken  fresh  and  warm,  procured  a  sub- 
scription equivalent  to  its  orginal  estimate,  yet  with  difficulty.  But  when 
this  spirit  cooled  by  time,  and  the  novelty  was  over,  no  body  thought 
themselves  sufficiently  interested  to  neglect  their  private  concerns,  to 
attend  the  publick  meetings  to  give  the  necessary  orders.  And  when, 
by  unavoidable  misfortunes,  and  unforseen  accidents,  the  sum  subscribed 
was  likely  to  be  expended  before  the  completion  of  the  work,  tho'  it 
was  demonstrated  that  one-fifth  of  the  original  subscription  would  bring 
the  undertaking  to  bear,  yet  it  was  with  the  greatest  degree  of  difficulty, 
that  four-sevenths  of  that  fifth  could  be  procured,  and  that  wholly  from 
the  first  subscribers,  in  order  to  secure  their  former  loans,  and  which  yet 
was  refused  by  the  remainder.  In  short,  Sir,  the  whole  turned  out  a 
scene  of  eternal  discord,  strife,  and  discontent ;  men's  minds  being  soured 
by  every  little  accident  or  misfortune :  for  while  they  fixed  their  eyes 
upon  the  probability  of  loss  without  the  possibility  of  gain,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  that  every  thing  was  seen  in  the  worst  light ;  whereas,  I  am 
well  perswaided,  that,  had  the  thing  gone  upon  the  principall  first  intended, 
we  should  have  had  much  more  money  offered  than  could  be  wanted,  by 
which  every  thing  would  have  gone  smooth,  and  every  thing  been  better 
managed,  by  persons  having  a  sufficient  motive  for  so  doing  ! 

Publick  spirit  is  an  empty  sound,  as  applyed  to  a  body  of  people, 
unless  attended  with  a  mutual  and  common  advantage;  for,  pray,  what 
reason  can  be  given  why  I  should  risque  my  fortune,  in  order  that  you 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  improving  yours  ?  'Tis  certain,  that  when 
there  is  a  risque  there  ought  to  be  a  proportionable  prospect  of  advan- 
tage ;  and  it  is  certain,  that,  as  all  works  of  navigation  are  in  themselves 
hazardous,  the  possibility  of  making  double  interest,  in  case  of  success, 
is  as  small  a  motive  as  any  wise  man  in  such  cases  would  proceed  upon. 
But,  you  say,  why  should  the  publick  pay  a  dearer  price  for  carriage, 
in  order  that  the  adventurers  may  receive  a  double  interest  ?     I'll  tell 
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]  765  you  why  :  because  the  publick  must  be  a  gainer,  let  the  adventurer  gain 
what  he  will ;  for  if  the  adventurer  does  not  make  the  price  of  his  water 
carriage  less  than  land  carriage,  the  publick  'will  not  use  it  at  all,  having 
the  same  means  in  their  power  that  they  had  before.  The  adventurer  may, 
therefore,  be  a  loser,  but  the  publick  never  can ;  nay,  the  pubhck  must 
be  gainers  by  every  navigation  that  is  compleated ;  because  the  adven- 
turer must  always  be  under  the  necessity  of  admitting  it  to  be  used  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  the  user.  A  further  reason  why  the  publick  ought 
to  allow  the  adventurer  the  possibilitys  of  10  per  cent,  is  because,  if  a 
sufficient  motive  is  not  laid  before  the  adventurer,  the  thing  remains  un- 
done, and  thereby  the  publick  deprived  of  the  use  and  profit  thence 
arising  ;  and  if  any  one  says  he  will  do  the  thing  upon  a  less  advantage, 
he  has  the  liberty.  Hence  you  see  that  the  settling  the  tolls  by  law  is  a 
matter  entirely  unnecessary,  as  the  adventurer  is  limited,  by  necessity,  to 
make  them  such  as  to  be  advantageous  to  the  user,  and  not  extravagantly 
so  to  himself,  upon  the  supposition  of  the  above  limitations.  A  limitation 
of  tolls  has  generally  been  made  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  yet,  in  fact, 
they  have  been  unlimited  thereby ;  for,  as  it  is  impossible  to  settle  tbe 
tolls  with  scrupulous  exactness  before  an  Act  is  obtained,  they  are  always 
left  so  large  that  the  adventurer  cannot,  in  policy,  take  to  the  extent 
thereof.  Hence  you  see,  that,  if  a  probable  prospect  of  success  can  be 
demonstrated  from  the  plan,  and  a  reasonable  prospect  of  advantage  not 
restrained  from  the  adventurer  by  a  mistaken  notion  of  publick  advan- 
tage, you  need  not  be  at  a  loss  for  money — there  is  enough  in  the 
kingdom ;  and,  without  both  these  desiderata,  I  coidd  not  give  a  rush 
for  the  scheme  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

These  are  the  principall  and  leading  hints  concerning  the  economy  of 
navigation  projecting,  which,  as  they  naturally  arise  out  of  the  subject, 
when  well  considered,  may  probably  have  occurred  to  you,  but  to  me  have 
been,  I  may  truly  say,  dear-bought  experience. 

This  I  am  sure  of:  that,  where  a  navigation  cannot  be  obtained  with 
the  necessary  ingredients  to  make  it  go  on  as  it  ought  to  do,  'tis  not  worth 
the  making  nor  worth  the  thinking  of.  I  know  of  no  instance  of  a  tax 
upon  shipping  to  support  an  inland  navigation,  and  I  think  that  Avould 
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be  unreasonable,  because  it  would  equally  burthen  those  who  did  not  1765. 
want  the  inland  navigation  as  those  who  did.  The  history  of  particular 
navigations  is  known  to  few ;  but  this  we  know,  in  general,  that  navi- 
gation increases  trade,  so  that,  even  when  it  takes  away  one,  it  generally 
adds  other  branches.  This  is  remarkable  with  respect  to  carryers,  as  a 
great  increase  of  business  often  produces  more  cross  carriage  than  the 
whole  amounted  to  before. 

One  anecdote  I  cannot  help  telling  you :  when  a  navigation  from  the 
river  Thames  up  the  river  Wey  to  the  town  of  Guildford  was  petitioned 
for  thirty  years  ago,  the  town  opposed  it  by  their  Members,  alledging 
that  it  would  greatly  hurt  the  town,  by  filling  it  with  poor.  After  a  great 
struggle,  these  inconveniences  were  compounded  for  by  the  adventurers 
engaging  to  pave  their  streets.  When  the  late  extention  of  the  Wey  was 
petitioned  for  to  go  four  miles  above  Guildford,  they  violently  opposed  it, 
because  the  benefites  arising  to  the  town  by  the  navigation  would  be 
carryed  away  from  them,  (and,  consequenthj,  the  poot-) ;  and  yet  the 
paving  of  the  streets  was  to  be  continued.  But  'tis  probable  they  may 
be  mistaken  in  this  as  well  as  in  the  other. 

The  above  letter  is  insensibly  drawn  out  to  a  length  which,  if  it  proves 
of  any  service  to  you,  will  be  a  pleasure  to  your  most  humble  servant, 

J.  Smeaton. 


CLXII. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  22d  April,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  received  your  several  letters,  the  last  of  which  is  dated  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  Dr.  Blair's  letter  to  you  about  Lord  Northumber- 
land's son.  I  shall  communicate  what  relates  to  that  affair  to  his  lord- 
ship, and  he  will  determine  what  he  thinks  proper  in  it.     Were  it  my 


34  CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE. 

1765.  own  case,  I  should  very  soon  decide  it ;  for  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  all  the  extraordinary  benefit  he  would  reap  from  attending  this  or 
that  College  for  a  year  or  two,  is  not  worth  to  him  a  tenth  part  of  the 
bustle  that  has  already  been  made  about  it ;  tho'  the  having  young 
English  men  of  quality  educated  in  Scotland  is  of  no  small  moment  to 
that  part  of  the  kingdom ;  but  the  variety  of  trivial  difficulties  that  are 
started,  when  any  body  is  to  be  sent  down  there,  will  probably  soon  put 
an  end  to  the  present  disposition  of  some  of  the  nobility  here  to  send 
their  children  thither  to  be  educated. 

As  to  Dr.  Matthew  Stewart's1  recommendation  of  a  Professor  to 
succeed  Gregory,2  at  St.  Andrew's,  I  shall  certainly  pay  great  attention 
to  it,  tho'  I  have  other  very  strong  recommendations  from  other  quarters, 
some  of  which  are  certified  by  great  characters  in  that  branch  of  science, 
such  as  by  Dr.  Sympson  of  Glasgow,  &c.  &c.  I  had  lately  a  letter  from 
Lord  Glasgow,  whom  I  have  since  mentioned  to  the  King,  and  he  is 
appointed  again  Lord  High  Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly. 
I'll  see  about  Alexander  Houston,  your  tidesman,  when  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity. As  to  my  being  in  Scotland,  I  have  at  present  no  notion  of  the 
time  I  shall  be  able  to  get  down,  nor  shall  I,  before  the  close  of  the 
session  of  Parliament. 

Yours,  dear  Baron. 


CLXIII. 

THE  HONOURABLE  JAMES  STUART  MACKENZIE,  EX-LORD  PRIVY  SEAL, 
TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  May  23,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

You  will  perhaps  be  a  good  deal  surprised  when  I  tell  you  that  I 
was  this  day  dismissed  from  His  Majesty's  service,  both  with  respect  to 

1  See  No.  en. 

2  Dr.  Charles  Gregory,  professor  of  Mathematics,  deceased  in  the  previous  year.  He 
was  brother  of  a  more  distinguished  mathematician  of  the  same  name,  Dr.  David  Gregory, 
Savilian  Professor  of  Astronomy  at  Oxford,  author  of  several  esteemed  works  in  his  own 
department  of  science. 
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my  office  of  Privy  Seal,  and  also  to  the  department  of  the  affairs  of  Scot-  1765. 
land.     Tho'  I  cannot  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  that  has  led  to  this,  I  ought 
to  inform  you  that  my  beloved  master  has  no  less  goodness  for  me  than 
he  had  before,  and  that  my  dismission  was  absolutely  contrary  to  His 
Majesty's  inclination. 

To  explain  this  riddle  to  you  would  by  no  means  suit  a  common  post 
letter.  I  would  have  you  let  this  matter  be  known  to  every  body,  that  I 
may  not  be  plagued  with  sollicitations  no  longer  in  my  power  to  grant. 
I  understand  Lord  Lome  is  to  succeed  me  in  the  Privy  Seal. '  As  to  the 
business  of  Scotland,  I  suppose  they  will  manage  it  in  the  several  depart- 
ments here,  under  which  each  branch  falls.  Lord  Holland  and  I  are  the 
only  victims  yet  made.  Lord  Northumberland,  tho'  out  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  is  not  reckoned  as  one, — he  having  before  de- 
clared to  His  Majesty  his  disinclination  to  return  to  that  kingdom.  Adieu, 
Dear  Baron. 


CLXIV. 

EARL  MARISCHAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Potsdam,  May  24,  1765. 
Sir, 

I  understand  that  the  price  of  estates  sold  for  payment  of  the  York 
Building  Company  is  now  payed.  You  know  I  am  first  creditor,  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  You  was  a  good  help  to  me  in  getting  it,  and  I  think  are 
in  conscience  obliged  to  assist  me,  as  well  as  from  friendship,  in  getting 
the  intention  of  that  Act  effectuated.  All  I  ask  is  what  is  justly  due  to 
me,  after  paying  the  clear  claims  on  the  sum  granted — and  dispatch. 

1  It  was  offered  to  him,  but  declined.  His  brother,  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  ac- 
cepted it,  which  conduct  was  blamed  as  unhandsome,  under  the  circumstances,  towards 
Mr.  Mackenzie.  He  (Lord  Frederick)  was  deprived  of  it  not  many  months  afterwards, 
on  the  formation  of  Lord  Rockingham's  Ministry,  and  Lord  Breadalbaue  appointed ;  who 
was,  in  his  turn,  dismissed,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie  replaced,  on  the  28th  August,  1766.  See 
No.  exevn. 
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1705.  My  respects  to  Mrs.  Mure.  I  hope  you  are  both  satined  that  I  re- 
commended to  you  a  deserving  young  man  in  M.  Meuron.1  He  is  highly 
pleased :  he  writes  to  his  father,  "  qu  'il  est  chez  vous  comme  un  enfant 
de  la  maison." 

I  am  very  sorry  to  know  that  Sir  James  Steuart  has  been  so  ill  of 
the  gout,  that  he  in  a  manner  despairs  of  ever  getting  the  right  use  of 
his  limbs.  Make  him  my  compliments,  and  believe  me  ever,  with  the 
greatest  regard, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Marischall. 
Baron  Mure. 


CLXV. 

MR.  STUART  MACKENZIE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  4th  June,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  this  minute  your  letter  of  the  30th  past,  by  which  I  see  you 
are  much  more  shocked  than  I  am  at  the  late  transaction.  I  could  not 
then  write  to  you  more  than  1  did,  and  I  have  not  had  leisure  nor 
inclination  since  to  write  anything  further  on  that  subject ;  however,  I 
will  now  let  you  a  little  more  into  the  matter  than  you  probably  are  as 
yet  apprised  of.  The  King,  having  many  reasons  to  be  displeased  with 
some  of  his  Ministers,  resolved  to  make  certain  changes ;  he  accordingly 
directed  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  (who  was  the  only  person  in  this 
kingdom,  from  his  rank  and  peculiar  circumstances,  who  could  talk  to  the 
several  heads  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  opposition,)  to  sound  several 
persons,  in  order  to  the  formation  of  a  different  Government  from  that 
which  he  had  then  about  him.  His  Royal  Highness  obey'd  His  Majesty's 
orders  in  the  best  manner  possible.  He  met  with  Pitt  and  Temple,  who, 
after  much  conversation,  he  found  would  not  come  into  office.  He  then 
turned  to  the  Duke  of   Newcastle,  and  his  friends,  who,  either  thro' 

1  See  No.  clxxvi. 
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timidity  of  Pitt  not  coming  in,  or  from  other  motives,  declined  acceptance ;  1765. 
so  that,  after  many  endeavours,  and  turning  things  into  every  shape 
possible,  the  Duke  advised  His  Majesty,  as  his  only  resource  left,  to  send 
for  the  present  people  again,  and  to  take  them  in.  This  advice  was 
seconded  by  two  men,  no  less  attached  to  the  King,  nor  no  less  bold  in 
councils,  than  the  Duke  himself;  I  mean  the  Lord  Chancellor,1  and 
Lord  Egmont.  His  Majesty,  offended  in  the  highest  degree  with  the 
insolencies  offered  him  by  his  present  Ministers,  would  have  put  any 
mortal  in  their  place  that  could  have  carried  on  business,  if  the  three 
great  persons  above  mentioned  could  have  suggested  to  him  any  plan  for 
that  purpose :  and  they  undoubtedly  would  have  done  it,  if  they  could ; 
as  there  is  no  animal  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  the  Duke  has  a  more 
thorough  contempt  for,  or  a  greater  aversion  to,  than  Grenville.  However, 
as  no  other  remedy  could  be  founrl,  His  Majesty  sent  for  those  people 
again ;  they  on  their  part  demanded  certain  terms,  without  which  they  de- 
clined coming  in ;  the  principal  of  which  was,  that  I  should  be  dismissed 
from  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  and  (on  a  further  explana- 
tion) likewise  from  the  office  of  Privy  Seal.  His  Majesty  answered  :  that, 
as  to  the  first,  it  would  be  no  great  punishment,  he  believed,  to  me,  as  I  had 
never  been  very  fond  of  that  employment ;  but  that,  as  to  the  second,  I 
had  his  promise  to  continue  in  it  for  life.  Grenville  replied  to  this  pur- 
pose :  "In  that  case,  Sir,  we  must  decline  coming  in."  "No,"  says  the 
King,  "  I  wont,  upon  that  account,  put  the  whole  kingdom  in  confusion, 
"  and  leave  it  without  any  Government  at  all ;  but  I  tell  you  how  that 
"matter  stands:  that  he  has  my  royal  word  to  continue  in  the  office; 
"  and  if  you  force  me,  from  the  situation  of  things,  to  violate  my  royal 
"  word,  remember  you  are  responsible  for  it,  not  I !  "  Upon  that  very 
solemn  charge,  Grenville  answered :  "  In  that  case,  Sir,  we  must  make 
"  some  arrangement  for  Mr.  Mackenzie."  The  King  replied  :  "  If  I 
"  know  anything  of  him,  he  will  give  himself  very  little  trouble  about 
"  your  arrangements  for  him."  His  Majesty  afterwards  sent  for  me  to 
his  closet,  where  I  was  a  considerable  time  with  him ;  and,  if  it  were 

1    Lord  Nortliina:ton. 
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1705.  possible  for  me  to  love  my  excellent  Prince  better  now  tban  I  ever  did 
before,  I  should  certainly  do  it ;  for  I  have  every  reason  that  can  induce 
a  generous  or  a  grateful  mind  to  feel  his  goodness  to  me.  Such  was  His 
Majesty's  situation  at  that  time,  that,  had  he  absolutely  rejected  my  dis- 
mission, he  would  have  put  me  in  the  most  disagreable  situation  in  the 
world;  and,  what  was  of  much  higher  consequence,  he  would  have  greatly 
distressed  his  affairs.  I  can  add  no  more  at  present,  but  must  beg  you 
to  communicate  what  I  have  here  said,  on  my  own  subject,  to  Lord 
Milton,  Lord  Stonefield,  Rossie,2  and  any  others  of  my  friends ;  and 
desire  Lord  Stonefield,  from  me,  to  transmit  the  copy  of  this  to  Sir 
Robert  Menzies,3  and  Lady  Ruthven,  to  whom  I  shall  write  by  next 
post,  and  refer  them  to  what  you  are  to  inform  them  of,  either  directly, 
or  thro'  Lord  Stonefield ;  so  pray  lose  no  time  in  this.  Adieu,  Dear 
Baron. 

You  may  likewise  acquaint  the  Advocate  with  all  I  have  here  said. 
I  have  wrote  this  in  a  great  hurry,  but  the  substance  must  be  right. 


CLXVI. 
LORD  MOUNTSTUART1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Rome,  June  5,  1765. 
Dear  Mure, 

Though  four  years  and  a  half  may  have  obliterated  many  things  in 
the  mind  of  a  young  man,  yet  they  have  not  made  me  forget  that  I  have 

2  Mr.  Oliphant  of  Rossie. 

3  Of  Castle  Menzies,  Perthshire. 

1  Eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  created  Marquis  of  Bute  in  1796.  He  was  Ambassa- 
dor to  the  Court  of  Madrid  in  1783,  and  a  second  time  in  1795.  In  the  "  Memoires 
"d'un  Voyageur  qui  se  repose,"  there  is  the  following-  description  of  his  character: — 
"  Lord  Mountsi:uart  was  a  man  of  a  remarkably  fine  person,  with  a  haughty  bearing,  but 
"  with  easy  and  gentle  manners.     He  was  sumptuous  in  his  dress,  equipage,  and  liveries ; 
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a  true  friend  in  you,  and  that  you  would  do  every  thing  in  your  power  176.5. 
to  serve  me.  To  be  very  open  with  you,  though  I  promised  to  write 
sometimes,  my  indolence  and  aversion  to  it  would  have  always  hindered 
me,  had  not  an  occasion  presented  itself  of  asking  the  following  favour  of 
you.  Having  got  acquainted  with  Mr.  Boswell,2  here  at  Rome,  our 
acquaintance  soon  grew  into  a  strong  intimacy — so  much  so,  that  I  have 
desir'd  him  to  go  on  with  me  in  my  torn-  through  Italy,  as  long  as  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  him.  He  liked  the  scheme  much,  as  well  as 
Colonel  Edmonstoune,3  but  says  he  is  so  much  press'd  by  his  father4  to 
go  home,  that  he  durst  not  take  such  a  step  without  his  leave ;  but  that 
you,  being  a  great  friend  of  my  Lord's,  might  easily  obtain  permission. 
Boswell  is  an  excellent  lad,  full  of  spirit  and  noble  sentiments ;  and  (as 
the  world  goes,)  it  ought  to  be  reckoned  a  fortunate  thing  for  him  going 
with  me,  and  indeed  fortunate  for  myself,  as  he  goes  on  in  the  same 
studies  as  I  do,  and,  if  possible,  rouses  me  up  whether  I  will  or  no.  He 
too  has  the  advantage  of  being  in  company  with  one  of  the  cleverest  men 
in  Europe,  Mr.  Mallet, 5  the  Professor,  who  attends  me.  Now,  my  dear 
Mure,  I  hope  you  will  tell  all  this  to  his  father  ;  also  that  his  cousin  the 
Colonel  wishes  it  much.  You  may  tell  him,  too,  that  I  am  not  so  wild  a 
man  as  I  am  generally  supposed  to  be. 

Adieu,  Dear  Mure.     I  hear  I  am  soon  to  be  with  you,  when  I  shall 
endeavour  not  entirely  to  disappoint  the  hopes  all  my  friends  entertain 
of  me,  particularly  you,  being,  with  more  friendship  than  I  can  express, 
Ever  sincerely  yours, 

MOUNTSTUART. 

"  fond  of  state,  and  careless  of  expense  in  maintaining  it.  He  was  frank  and  familiar 
"  with  such  as  did  not  seem  ambitious  of  competing  with  him  in  such  matters.  He  was 
"  also  susceptible  of  friendship,  and  spared  no  pains  to  oblige  those  he  loved."  Vol.  n.  p.  148. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  the  present  Marquis,  in  1814. 

2  Author  of  the  "  Life  of  Johnson." 

3  See  Note  to  No.  liv.* 

4  Lord  Auchinleck  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

5  Paul  Henri  Mallet  accompanied  his  Lordship  from  Geneva  through  Italy,  and  .after- 
wards to  England.  He  was  author  of  numerous  works,  chiefly  on  the  History  and  Chron- 
ology of  the  Northern  Nations  of  Europe. 
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L765.  Many  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure.  If  your  answer  is  not  delay'd, 
direct  to  me,  at  Florence,  chez  Messrs.  Dognati,  Orsi,  et  fils ;  otherwise, 
at  the  English  Consul's,  either  of  Leghorn  or  Genoa. 


CLXVH. 

MR.  STUART  MACKENZIE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

HM  Street,  June  10,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  write  you  this  line,  merely  to  desire  you  will  transmit  to  Lord 
Findlater  a  relation  of  my  late  affair  as  I  communicated  it  to  you.  He 
wishes  to  know  what  language  he  is  to  hold  about  it,  and  I  have  referred 
him,  in  the  letter  I  hare  just  now  wrote  to  him,  to  what  you  can  inform 
him  of  about  that  extraordinary  event.  You  may  likewise  communicate 
that  matter  to  George  Clerk.     Adieu,  dear  Baron. 


CLXVIII. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  June  11,  1765. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours  from  Caldwell,  some  posts  ago,  and  have 
regularly  anticipated  your  demand,  in  writing  you  three  several  letters1 
upon  our  late  wonderful  political  transactions.  The  victory  having  been 
proclaimed  upon  one  side,  they  have  endeavoured  to  show  it  upon  every 
occasion,  though,  'tis  generally  believed,  they  cannot  remain  upon  this 
footing  long.  During  the  recess  of  Parliament  they  possibly  may.  We 
now  say  that  the  King  is  at  the  head  of  the  minority,  and  therefore, 

1  Not  preserved. 
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under  such  a  leader,  great  achievements  may  be  expected.  The  Duke  of  1765. 
Cumberland  has  gained  great  ground  since  the  last  negotiation.  The 
late  military  promotions  were  all  his  recommendation,  and  'tis  believed 
his  interest  will  rather  increase.  I  have  attempted  twice  to  renew 
acquaintance  with  Lord  Bute,  but  have  never  been  admitted.  I  have 
seen  the  brother  both  before  and  since.  The  first  is  little  in  town,  and 
quite  uncertain  when  to  find  him,  and  I  have  no  real  business. 

Yours,  W.  R. 


CLXIX. 

MR.  STUART  MACKENZIE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  June  24,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  had,  some  little  time  ago,  a  letter  from  Lord  Findlater,  inclosing 
one  he  had  received  from  Dr.  Blair  about  Mr.  Percy,  Lord  Northumber- 
land's son,  being  under  his  care.  Mr.  Oswald  likewise  communicated  to 
me  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  Doctor  on  the  same  subject ;  and 
after  he  (Mr.  Oswald)  and  I  had  had  some  conversation  thereupon,  I 
talked  to  Lord  Northumberland  on  the  point  in  question,  who  is  very 
desirous  that  his  son  should  be  under  Dr.  Blair's  tuition,  and  that  he 
should  be  lodged  in  the  house  with  him ;  for  his  Lordship  does  by  no 
means  choose  that  his  son  should  be  placed  in  any  other  house  than  Dr. 
Blair's.  Mr.  Oswald  happened  to  come  to  me  yesterday,  while  Lord 
Northumberland  was  sitting  with  me,  so  that  we  had  a  conversation  all 
three  of  us  together  on  this  affair,  and  Mr.  Oswald  promised  to  write  to  the 
Doctor  by  this  post,  in  order  that  he  might  make  his  preparations  ac- 
cordingly for  Mr.  Percy's  reception,  and  I  promised  likewise  to  write,  that 
you  might  acquaint  the  Doctor  with  his  Lordship's  wishes  and  intentions 
concerning  his  son's  being  placed  with  him — Dr.  Blair. 

Mr.  Pitt  has  been  twice  with  His  Majesty.    Lord  Temple  is  to  attend 
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1765.  the  King  to-morrow,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Pitt  again.  Nothing  to  signify 
transpires  as  yet,  but  I  suppose  a  very  few  days  will  inform  us  if  there 
is  to  be  any  change  at  present,  and  what  that  change  is.  God  grant  it 
may  be  for  the  better.     Adieu,  Dear  Baron. 


CLXX. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Hill  Street,  July  11,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  drop  you  a  line,  to  acquaint  you  that  yesterday  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  kissed  His  Majesty's  hand  on  being  appointed  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury-,  as  did  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  General  Conway  as  Secre- 
taries of  State,  Mr.  Dowdswell  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
Duke  of  Portland  as  Lord  Chamberlain.  If  the  Duke  of  Bedford  resigns, 
which  I  suppose  he  will  do,  Lord  Winchelsea  is  to  be  President  of  the 
Council.  There  are  many  other  changes  talked  of,  not  worth  my  while 
to  repeat.  As  to  myself,  I  shall  remain  as  I  am,  out  of  office,  on  some 
difficulties  that  were  made  to  my  being  reinstated.  My  brother,  (after  a 
conversation  he  and  I  had  together,)  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King,  begging 
that  His  Majesty  would  allow  me  to  decline  all  office,  rather  than  obstruct 
any  arrangement  of  Government  which  might  be  thought  expedient  for 
his  service.  This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  I  am  mighty  well  jjleased 
in  being  as  I  am.  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  all  the  intended  arrangements 
with  respect  to  Scotland,  who  is  to  be  the  Minister  for  that  department, 
or  whether  any  body  is  to  be  it.  I  purpose  setting  out,  in  eight  or  ten 
days,  for  Scotland,  and  I  do  not  think  of  stopping  above  one  night,  or 
two  at  most,  at  Edinburgh,  in  my  way  to  my  own  territory.  I  suppose  I 
shall  find  you  at  Edinburgh  when  I  get  there. 

Adieu,  Dear  Baron.    1  wish  you  would  communicate  the  contents  of 
this  letter  to  Lord  Stonefield,  and  desire  him  to  do  the  same  to  my  friend 
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Sir  Robert  Menzies,  and  Lady  Ruthven.     You  will  also  acquaint  Rossie  1765. 
with  what  I  have  here  said,  as  I  do  not  intend  to  write  any  other  letter 
on  this  subject. 


CLXXI. 

EARL  MARISCHALL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Potsdam,  Sept.  7,  1765. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Meuron '  delivered  me  yesterday  the  honor  of  yours  ;  he  is  most 
gratefull  and  sensible  of  your  generous  proceeding  with  regard  to  him. 
I  also  think  myself  much  obliged  to  you,  on  his  account.  I  don't  know 
what  your  young  folks  have  learned  of  him,  but  he  has,  among  you, 
acquired  a  most  perfect  Scots'  accent  in  speaking  French ;  he  had  better 
have  learned  Scots'  songs  of  Mistresse  Mure,  to  whom  I  offer  my  best 
wishes  and  respects,  and  to  all  your  family  ;  being  ever,  with  great  regard, 
Sir,  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Marischall. 
Baron  Mure. 


CLXXII. 
MR.  STUART  MACKENZIE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Castle  Menzies,  September  10,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  had  a  letter  from  my  brother,  a  post  or  two  ago,  wherein  he  desires 
me  to  speak  to  Mr.  Clerk,  to  get  him  some  small  samples  of  the  minerals, 
fossils,  and  petrefactions,  collected  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  with  a  list 

'-  See  Nos.  clxxvi.  clxxvh. 
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17l5.  of  their  names,  and  the  places  where  they  were  found.  George  Clerk 
had  a  good  deal  of  conversation,  when  at  London,  with  rny  brother,  on 
the  subject  of  this  Mr.  Walker's  Researches  in  the  Highlands,1  and  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  and,  from  what  Mr.  Clerk  then  said,  my  brother 
thought  that  Walker  was  to  have  been  at  London  before  now.  Whether 
he  mistook  him  on  that  head  or  not  I  don't  know;  at  any  rate,  when 
you  write  next  to  the  Commissioners  about  the  Rothsay  business,  don't 
neglect  to  mention  to  him  the  minerals,  &c.  &c. 

I  hear  no  news ;  my  brother  seems  to  absent  himself  entirely  from 

the  ,  and  to  reside  almost   constantly  at  Luton,2  where  he   is 

infinitely  happy  at   present  with  Lord   Mountstuart,   whom  he  finds 
answer  his  warmest  wishes.     Adieu,  my  dear  Baron. 
I  am,  most  cordially, 

Yours,  &c.  &c. 


CLXXIII. 

THE  REV.  DR.  HUGH  BLAIR1*  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  Oct.  5,  1765. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  yours,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  so 
readily  giving  your  consent  to  my  proposal.  I  understand,  from  Mr. 
MacGowan,  my  good  friend,  that  I  cannot  for  a  few  days  have  a  sight  of 
the  house,  as  some  of  the  rooms  are  sealed  up.  I  expect  Mr.  Percy  by 
the  beginning  of  next  week.  I  have  got  two  rooms  in  the  house  of  Dr. 
Grant,  who  lives  in  the  flat  just  above  me,  in  the  same  stair,  where  I  can 
put  him  up  tolerably  well  for  a  while.  But  if  Mrs.  Mure's  house  shall 
be  found  to  answer,  I  would  be  willing  to  remove  into  it  against  Novem- 

1  See  Note  to  No.  cxxxvm. 

2  His  seat  in  Bedfordshire ;  lately  sold  by  the  present  Marquis. 

'*  Author  of  Lectures  on  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres,  Sermons,  &c. 
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ber,  in  case  it  be  to  be  let  tben  unfurnished;  or  otherwise,  to  secure  it  1765. 
against  Whitsunday. 

With  respect  to  our  friend  David  Hume,  I  had  a  letter  from  him, 
dated  23d  August,  wherein  he  informs  me  that  Lord  Hertford  had 
intended  to  carry  him  over  as  his  Secretary  to  Ireland,  in  conjunct  com- 
mission with  his  son.  But  that,  on  his  arrival  at  London,  he  found  the 
cry  so  loud  against  the  promotion  of  a  Scotsman,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  it  up ;  which  he  did  the  more  easily,  knowing  David's  reluctance  to 
that  office  and  fine  of  life :  that  he  had  obtained  a  pension  of  400£  a 
year  to  be  settled  on  him ;  upon  which  he  retires  from  business,  and  is 
to  pass  the  winter  with  Lord  Hertford  at  Dublin.  He  adds,  that  he  has 
not  yet  determined  where  to  pass  his  latter  days,  and  speaks  of  his 
attachment  to  Edinburgh  reviving :  which,  I  suppose,  you  will  join  with 
me  in  wishing  may  increase.  He  says  that  Lord  Hertford's  intentions 
in  his  favour  made  some  noise  in  London,  upon  which  the  Princess 
Amelia  said,  she  thought  the  matter  might  be  accomodated  easily,  by 
making  him  an  Irish  Bishop,  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  many  good 
Bishopricks  to  dispose  off.  On  the  whole,  our  friend  seems  to  have 
made  an  excellent  and  honourable  retreat,  and  a  happy  escape,  in  my 
opinion,  from  the  turbulent  and  boisterous  climate  of  Irish  politicks,  for 
which  he  wras  but  indifferently  cut  out. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  obhged  humble  servant, 

Hugh  Blair. 


CLXXIV. 

MR.  STUART  MACKENZIE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Nov.  30,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  received  yours  of  the  20th  instant,  and,  an  opportunity  now  offering 
of  sending  you  a  letter  by  a  private  hand,  (Captain  Robert  Menzies,  who 
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1765.  is  going  to  Scotland,)  I  will  transmit  to  you,  in  very  few  words,  the  very 
little  that  is  to  be  known  concerning  our  political  matters  here.  Most 
people  thought  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  death1  would  have  made 
the  new  people  wish  to  strengthen  themselves  a  little,  either  by  making 
up  matters  with  the  King's  friends,  or  by  treating  with  some  of  the  Oppo- 
sition ;  however,  that  event  has  not  as  yet  produced  any  thing  of  that 
kind.  With  respect  to  us,  they  are  so  far  from  making  any  advances, 
that,  by  all  one  can  judge  from  their  language  and  conduct,  they  seem 
afraid  that  it  should  even  be  suspected  that  they  have  the  smallest  dis- 
position to  unite  with  us ;  and  as  to  the  Opposition,  Grenville,  I 
understand,  means,  with  all  the  force  he  can  collect,  to  attack  the  Ministry 
in  every  question  in  Parliament ;  so  that  they  are  even  more  separated 
from  the  Opposition  than  they  are  from  us.  Lord  Temple  is,  I  hear, 
bitter  against  them,  and  they  against  him ;  and  Pitt  is  said  to  disclaim 
any  connection  with  them.  Mr.  Townshend  is  in  office,  but  far  from 
being  at  all  confidential  with  them,  tho',  notwithstanding  all  this,  they 
talk  boldly  of  standing  their  ground,  and  carrying  on  the  King's  business 
with  a  considerable  majority  in  Parliament.  Time  must  disclose  to  us 
how  this  strange  and  uncommon  appearance  of  things  is  to  terminate. 
For  my  own  part,  I  can't  help  thinking  it  impossible  for  things  to  con- 
tinue thro'  the  Session  of  Parliament,  circumstanced  as  they  now  are; 
how  they  may  be  altered,  or  what  changes  may  arise,  whether  for  the 
better  or  the  worse,  God  only  knows !  I  imagine  we  can  do  nothing  at 
the  opening  of  Parliament  on  the  17th,  next  month,  but  to  move  the  writs 
for  the  vacant  seats ;  but  I  hope  all  our  friends  will  attend  before  we  re- 
assemble after  Christmas  hollidays,  that,  whatever  line  we  then  take,  we 
may  all  act  together  in  a  respectable  body.  What  the  interval  between 
this  and  the  day  we  meet  again  after  Christmas  may  produce,  no  man 
can  say ;  but,  in  so  extraordinary  a  situation  of  things,  every  day  may 
produce  something  of  moment.  Pray  communicate  what  I  have  here 
said  to  my  friend  Davy  Ross, 2  to  whom  I  promised  to  write  as  soon  as  I 

1  On  the  31st  of  October. 

2  Probably  the  same,  afterwards  Lord  Ankerville  of  the  Scottish  bench. 
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had  reconnoitered  things  here ;  but  as  I  could  do  nothing   but  repeat  to  1765. 
him  what  1  have  here  said,  this  letter  will  serve  to  give  you  both  all  the 
little  information  I  have  to  give  you  of  the  present  state  of  our  politicks. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Lord  Loudon,  just  before  I  left  Scotland,  wishing 
to  know  whether  his  presence  here  might  be  postponed  till  after  Christ- 
mas. I  desired  Rossie  (to  whom  he  had  inclosed  his  letter  to  me)  to 
write  to  him,  and  let  him  know  that  my  short  stay  at  Edinburgh,  and 
the  hurry  I  was  in,  prevented  my  writing  to  him  then,  but  that  he  should 
hear  from  me  some  time  after  I  got  to  London.  I  wish,  therefore,  you 
would  let  him  know  from  me,  that  we  should  be  glad  to  see  him  here  as 
soon  after  new  year's  day  as  he  can ;  at  least  before  the  re-assembling  of 
Parliament  after  Christmas  hollidays ;  that,  as  he  expressed  a  desire  to 
remain  in  the  country  till  after  Christmas,  I  would  not  ask  him  to  come 
up  before  that  time.  By  what  I  have  here  said,  you  will  see  that  we 
wish  to  have  all  our  friends  up  here  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
after  the  hollidays ;  then  to  act  as  prudence  shall  direct,  according  to 
circumstances,  in  the  most  critical  and  difficult  times.  I  had  two  or  three 
other  things  to  mention  to  you,  but  they  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  by  the  post,  and  I  have  not  time  to  add  them  now. 

I  spoke  to  my  friend,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  about  a  bursary  for  Mr. 
Campbell,  (Minister  at  Castle  Menzies,)  his  son  ;  I  spoke  last  year  both 
to  him  and  to  you  about  this  affair,  so  pray  don't  forget  it,  tho'  I  am 
disgraced  and  turned  out. 

Yours  sincerely,  dear  Baron. 


CLXXV. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Hill  Street,  Dec.  21,  1765. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  received  yours  (I  suppose  of  the  16th  instant,  tho'  without  date) 
last  night ;  with  respect  to  the  bursary,  if  my  man  Campbell's   being 
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1765.  named  to  the  present  partial  vacancy  of  a  bursary  at  St.  Andrew's  will 
prevent  his  being  named  again  six  months  hence  to  an  entire  bursary,  I 
certainly  should  choose  to  deferr  his  nomination  till  the  time  when  you 
can  give  him  an  entire  one.  You  see  my  idea,  so  you  will  manage 
accordingly.  I  believe  I  recommended  this  affair  to  my  friend  Baron 
Maule,  as  long  ago  as  last  year  (when  I  first  spoke  to  you  and  Lord  Ch. 
B.1  about  it);  but  I  don't  know  whether  I  mentioned  it  to  him  when  I  last 
saw  him  at  Edinburgh,  as  he  and  I  were  then  upon  a  subject  that  few 
people  would  guess :  I  mean  a  trait  d'esprit  of  my  friend  and  successor 
Lord  Breadalbane.  You  wish  me  to  send  you  intelligence  of  our  trans- 
actions here ;  they  are  so  strange  and  unaccountable,  that  neither  I,  nor 
anybody  else,  I  believe,  can  understand  them ;  therefore  you  may  be 
certain  that  I  cannot  explain  them  to  you.  We  are  all  in  the  dark  at 
present,  as  much  as  ever ;  how  the  uncommon  scene  will  devellope  itself, 
time  alone  can  show  us.     Adieu,  dear  Baron. 


CLXXVI. 

MONSIEUR  S.  DE  MEURON1*  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Berlin,  ce28  Decembre,  176.5. 
Monsieur, 

Le  silence  qui  j'ai  ete  oblige  de  garder  vis  a  vis  de  vous,  Monsieur, 
par  des  circonstances  particulieres,  vous  aura  sans  doute  surpris ;  mais  je 
me  flatte  que  vous  me  connoissez  trop  pour  l'avoir  attribue  a  negligence 
de  ma  part,  la  quelle  n'auroit  pu  provenir  que  d'ingratitude.    Et  comment 

1  Lord  Charles  Beauclerk. 

l*  Samuel  de  Meuron,  member  of  one  of  the  best  families  in  Neufchatel,  and  bred  to 
the  Prussian  diplomacy,  acted,  on  the  recommendation  of  Earl  Marischall,  (see  several 
letters  from  the  Earl,)  during  two  years,  as  preceptor  to  Mr.  Mure's  children.  He 
became  afterwards  Councillor  of  State  in  his  native  Republic,  and  married  Susanna,  sister 
of  Colonel,  afterwards  Lord  de  Blaquiere.  This  is  the  Colonel  de  Blaquiere  frequently 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Jardine's  letters  from  Paris. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE.  49 

aurois  je  pu  etre  ingrat  vis  a  vis  une  personne  qui  ia'a  coruble  de  bien-  1765. 
faits? 

Lorsque  j"eus  l'honneur,  Monsieur,  de  vous  montrer  la  copie  de  la 
letti'e  de  S.  E.  Le  Comte  de  Finkenstein,  dans  laquelle  elle  me  proposoit 
de  venir  ici,  pour  y  recevoir  mes  instructions  pour  aller  a.  Londres,  en 
qualite  de  Secretaire  Charge  d' Affaires  de  sa  Majeste  le  Roi  dePrusse,vouri 
me  parutes  surpris,  Monsieur,  de  ce  que  Milord  Marechal,  ne  vous  eu 
pas  ecrit  un  mot  toucbant  cette  affaire,  vu  que  c'etait  Milord  lui  meme 
qui  avoit  eu  la  generosite  de  me  recommander  a  vous,  Monsieur,  pour  etre 
gouverneur  de  mes  cbers  'Eleves.  Mais  quelle  n'a  pas  ete  ma  surprise, 
lorsqu'en  arrivant  dans  ce  Pais,  j'ai  appris  que  Milord  Marechal  n'a  scu 
qu  'apres  coup  qu'on  m'avoit  ecrit  pour  me  proposer  d'aller  a  Londres  dans 
la  qualite  susdite. 

Les  circonstances  qui  sont  survenues  en  Angleterre  ont  engage  Sa 
Majeste  a  nommer  un  Ministre  pour  y  aller ;  de  maniere  que  ma  vocation 
projettee  n'aura  pas  Ueu. 

Vous  m'aviez  charge  Monsieur  de  vous  procurer  quelqu'un  pour  etre 
aupres  de  mes  chers '  Eleves ;  mais  comme  il  se  pent  fort  bien  que  Sa 
Majeste  n'ordonnera  pas  que  je  sois  employe  a,  son  service,  je  prends  mes 
arrangemens  pour  partir  en  ce  cas  la,  de  Berlin,  des  que  j'aurai  eu  unc 
reponse  definitive  de  Sa  Majeste, — ce  qui  arrivera  dans  peu  de  jours — 
et  de  me  rendre  chez  vous  en'Ecosse,  pour  y  etre  aupres  de  Messieurs 
vos  fils,  aux  conditions  pristines. 

Je  vous  supplie  tres  humblement,  Monsieur,  de  daigner  repondre  in- 
cessament  a,  cette  lettre,  et  de  me  marquer  si,  du  depuis  que  j'ai  quitte 
1' '  Ecosse,  vous  n'avez  point  pris  un  autre  gouverneur  ;  ce  qui  seroit  pour 
moi  le  coup  le  plus  accablant  que  la  fortune  eut  jamais  pu  me  porter. 

Que  si  sa  Majeste  trouvoit  a  propos  de  m'employer  a  son  service,  je 
ne  manquerai  pas,  Monsieur,  de  vous  procurer  un  sujet  propre  pour  etre 
aupres  de  Messieurs  vos  fils,  ayant  deja  ecrit  en  Suisse  a  mon  pere  a,  ce 
sujet. 

Je  vous  supplie,  Monsieur,  de  ne  parler  du  contenu  de  cette  lettre  a 
personne.    Je  ne  puis  vous  dissimuler  que  ce  sera  avec  la  derniere  impa- 
vol.  n.  G 
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1765.  tience  que  j'attendrai  votre  reponse.  J'ai  l'bonneur  d'etre,  avec  un  tres 
profond  respect,  Monsieur,  votre  tres  obeissant,  tres  humble,  et  tres  oblige 
serviteur, 

De  Medron. 


CLXXVII. 

EARL  MARISCHALL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Berliu,  December  30,  1765. 
Sir, 

You  will  with  this  have  one  from  Mr.  Meuron,  by  which  you  will 
see  how  unlucky  has  been  his  journey,  and  his  regret  of  having  made  it, 
not  by  choice,  but  by  orders  of  his  father,  to  whom  the  Ministry  applied 
without  consulting  me,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  untill  it  was 
done.  I  shall  refer  you  to  what  he  says,  which  is  all  most  true.  A  pen- 
sion is  now  proposed  to  him,  and  that  he  should  stay  until  an  employment 
shall  be  found  for  him.  He,  who  is  most  sensible  and  gratefull  of  your 
favours,  desires  to  return  to  you,  and  that  soon,  and  1  daresay  you  will 
not  find  a  better  young  man.  My  respects  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and  my  best 
wishes  to  Sir  James  Steuart ;  tell  him  I  have  had  a  fit  of  the  gout,  and 
by  it  think  myself  a  considerable  gainer,  since  I  have  a  sufficient  reason 
to  wear  huge  thick  cloth  gaiters  in  this  horrid  cold  weather.  I  wish  you 
and  yours  many  happy  new  years,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Marischall. 
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CLxxvin. 

ANECDOTES    RELATING  TO    THE    SCOTS  TROOPS    IN  THE  SERVICE   OF    THE 
STATES  GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED  PROVINCES,  BY  COLONEL  J.  STUART.' 

1765. 
Before  Queen  Elizabeth  sent  over,  in  1586,  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
with  her  troops  to  assist  the  States,  soon  after  the  revolt  and  union  of 
the  Provinces,  taking  for  security  the  cautionary  towns,  Brielle,  Vlissinge, 
and  Ramekins,  we  find  that,  in  1581,  one  Colonel  Stuart  commanded  a 
corps  of  Scotch  companies,  consisting  of  200  men  each  ;  and  one  Preston, 
in  1583,  suceeded  said  Stuart  in  the  command  of  those  companies,  which 
were  this  year  reduced  to  150  men  each.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
general  establishment  of  these  companies,  and  continued  so  until  they 
were  regimented,  which  must  have  happen'd  between  that  date  and  the 
year  1592,  when  Balfour's  regiment  was  augmented  with  500  men  ;  and 
tho'  Balfour  and  six  Scots'  captains  obtained  their  demissions  this  vear, 
yet  a  regiment  of  10  companies  of  150  men  each  remain'd,  and  was  soon 
after,  in  1596,  augmented  to  12  companies,  consisting  in  all  of  1800  men. 
Colonel  Edmond  raised  800  men  to  recruit  the  regiment,  and  to  form 
three  new  companies  of  150  men  each;  being  fifteen  companies — in  all 
about  2,250  men. 

This  corps  was  of  remarkable  service  at  the  battle  on  the  Downs. 
near  Newport,  under  the  orders  of  Prince  Maurice. 

In  1603,  Colonel  McLean  raised  a  regiment  of  Scots  of  2000  men 
with  eleven  companies  more,  at  200  men  each,  to  augment  the  other 
regiments  to  said  number,  so  that  the  three  regiments  consisted  of 
between  6  and  7000  men.  In  1609,  one  of  those  regiments  (probably 
that  which  had  been  raised  by  McLean,)  was  reduced,  and  there 
remained  only  two  regiments,  at  between  3  and  4000  men  ;  and  in  1616 
after   the  cautionary  towns  were  restored,  some  English  troops  were 

1  By  a  letter  from  this  gentleman,  dated  Berg-op-zoom,  1771,  (not  here  inserted  ) 
relative  to  the  culture  of  flax  in  Holland,  it  appears  that  he  was  himself  in  command  of 
the  Scoto-Dutch  corps  in  that  year.  The  compiler  has  obtained  no  further  evidence  o*' 
his  history,  birth,  or  connexions. 
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1765.  reduced  also.  At  the  famous  siege  of  Bois-le-duc,  that  corps  was  much 
distinguished.  Under  Frederic  Henry,  they  were  afterwards  employed 
at  making  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-zoom,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Pinsens ;  and  three  regiments  were  form'd  out  of  the  two  then  in  the 
service,  upon  which  establishment  they  probably  remain'd,  until  the  war 
in  Charles  the  II. 's  time. 

In  1653,  the  qualifying  oath  was  settled  for-tke  English  and  Scots 
officers ;  and  in  1664,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  four  English  and 
three  Scotch  regiments  were  reduced.  Yet  in  1665  some  of  the  officers 
were  replaced  on  the  other  provinces  ;  and,  altho'  reduced  in  the  province 
of  Holland,  it  is  probable  that  the  corps  of  Scots  troops  then  in  the 
service  was  only  changed  to  other  departments,  for  some  difficulties 
happened  about  the  form  of  the  qualifying  oath  for  the  Provinces.  One  or 
two  of  those  regiments  were  put  upon  Guelderland,  and  they  intended 
to  make  them  a  Dutch  corps,  by  filling  up  the  vacancies  with  those  of 
their  own  province,  which  had  certainly  been  the  case,  if  a  difficulty  had 
not  arisen  about  the  country  to  which  the  officers  belong"d,  and  a  new- 
qualifying  oath  was  enacted,  whereby  the  corps  was  restored  to  its 
original  institution  ;  and,  in  1674,  the  province'_of  Holland  reduced  some 
of  its  troops,  in  order  to  take  back  the  English  and  Scotch  troops ;  and, 
in  1676,  the  States  remonstrated  to  the  Court  of  Britain,  on  account  of 
a  new  Scots  regiment,  then  permitted  to  be  rais'd  for  the  French  service, 
as  being  contrary  to  the  treaty  with  the  States,  whatever  it  might  be  to 
recruit  the  old  corps  in  that  service. 

Lord  Ossory,  in  1677,  was  made  General  of  the  English  and  Scots 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  States  General.  Much  about  this  time,  or 
soon  after,  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  was  made  Colonel  General  of  all  the 
Swiss  troops  in  their  service ;  so  that  it  is  apparent,  from  this  and  other 
circumstances,  that  the  Scots  and  Swiss  were  then  much  upon  a  like 
establishment  by  capitulation.  For  this  corps  of  Scots,  tho'  much  taken 
notice  of  for  their  gallant  behaviour  under  Lord  Ossory's  command,  when 
William  III.,  Prince  of  Orange,  attacked  the  French  near  Mons;  yet  on 
signing  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  that  Prince,  having  some  difficulties  with 
the  States,  as  some  of  his  family  had  before  him,  about  keeping  up  a 
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sufficient  standing  array,  it  is  said  the  Capitulation  of  this  corps  was  at  1765. 
this  time  deliver'd  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  by  Lord  Ossory,  who,  it  is 
presumed,  had  leave  or  orders  from  the  Court  of  Britain  for  what  he  did  ; 
and  it  is  highly  presumeable  that  this  was  the  time  when  the  establish- 
ment and  pay  of  the  said  troops  was  alter'd,  and  their  priveledges  rendered 
vague  and  uncertain.  At  the  same  time  it  is  certain,  that  the  Swiss 
troops  retain'd  their  priveledges  and  pay,  by  adhering  to  and  preserving 
their  Capitulation,  which  is  still  extant  and  in  force. 

On  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion,  the  King  of  England,  by  Mr. 
Skelton,  demanded  first  the  three  Scots,  and  then  the  three  English 
regiments.  They  were  reviewed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at  Maesland 
Sluice,  before  they  embarked.  Great  difficulties  were  made  by  some  of 
the  deputies  of  the  towns,  &c.  But  the  Pensionary  Fagel  insisted  that 
this  was  only  implementing  an  old  and  not  making  a  new  treaty;  where- 
fore the  Prince  took  it  upon  himself,  and  ordered  the  three  Scots  regi- 
ments, which  were  first  asked,  and  then  the  three  English,  to  march. 
They  were  soon  after  return'd,  with  a  letter  of  thanks  from  the  King  of 
England  to  the  States. 

A  little  time  before  the  Revolution,  the  States  refused  the  said  regi- 
ments, when  demanded  by  King  James.  A  few  of  the  officers,  who 
chose  to  take  their  demissions,  were  allowed  to  go.  Yet  soon  after,  these 
very  troops  either  went  over  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or  were  called 
over  afterwards  by  King  William,  and  were  commanded  by  General 
Mackay  at  the  battle  of  Gillykranky  in  Scotland.  I  believe  they 
likewise  serv'd  in  the  war  in  Ireland. 

In  the  year  1699,  twenty  Scots  companies  were  reduced  in  the  States' 
service ;  and,  in  1701,  on  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  States  got  twenty- 
eight  Scots  companies  from  the  King,  and  leave  to  raise  forty-four  more, 
to  form  six  regiments  of  twelve  companies  at  sixty-six  men  each,  which, 
with  the  officers,  forra'd  a  corps  of  about  5000  men. 

N.B. — It  is  probable  that  the  three  Scots  regiments,  while  in  Britain 
or  Ireland,  were  on  the  British  establishment,  and  remain'd  so  long  as  the 
war  continued  in  Ireland.     Yet,  on  breaking  out  of  the  new  war  with 
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1765.  France,  some  of  the  old  regiments  were  returned  to  serve  the  States" 
General;  as  likewise  leave  was  given  to  raise  forty-four  new  companies, 
to  augment  the  old  corps,  and  form  three  new  regiments,  which  were 
commanded  by  Sir  James  Wood,  Hamilton,  and  Douglas.  These  six 
regiments  did  good  service  in  the  War  of  the  Succession.  They  had  the 
honour  to  be  commanded  by  some  noblemen  of  the  first  rank,  as  John, 
Duke  of  Argyle,  the  late  Earl  of  Stair,  &c. 

The  Capitulation  for  the  three  said  regiments  of  Wood,  Hamilton,  and 
Douglas,  was  sign'd  7th  of  March,  1701,  by  Adrian  Van  Borscllen,  Heer 
Van  Geldermarsen,  on  the  part  of  the  States.  But  those  three  regiments 
being  reduc'd  on  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  a  petition  of  the  reduc'd  officers 
of  said  regiments  was  some  time  after  framed  and  presented  to  Par- 
liament, (20th  of  August,  1721,)  and  was  referr'd  to  a  Committee, 
1st  May,  1721  ;  and  on  June  27th  of  said  year,  1721,  Mr.  Lon- 
don reported  the  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  regiments  of  Wood,  Hamil- 
ton, and  Douglas,  who  had  served  the  States  during  the  whole  war, 
together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  ;  which,  being  read  and 
approv'd  of  by  the  House,  an  Act  pass'd  in  favour  of  the  reduced  officers. 
There  now  remained  only  three  Scots  regiments,  of  ten  companies  each, 
in  the  States"  service ;  untill  his  late  Majesty,  King  George  the  Second, 
granted  leave  to  raise,  in  1742,  two  companies  per  regiment,  and,  in  1745, 
eight  more  companies  per  regiment,  which,  with  the  twelve  others,  made 
three  regiments  of  two  battalions  of  ten  companies  of  eighty-eight  men 
each — in  all  about  5000  men. 

In  1747,  Lord  Drumlanrig,  with  the  King's  leave,  capitulated  with 
the  States  to  raise  a  regiment  of  two  battalions  of  ten  companies  each, 
to  be  on  the  same  establishment  and  pay  as  the  other  Scots  regiments 
in  the  States'  service.  By  that  capitulation  the  officers  and  men 
took  the  oaths,  and  qualified  to  His  Majesty,  as  well  as  to  the  States' 
General. 

In  1749,  one  of  the  battalions  of  the  said  regiments  was  reduced;  and, 
in  1752,  the  other  was  incorporated  with  General  Halket's  regiment,  the 
brigade  being  then  reduced  to  six  battalions  of  seven  companies  per  bat- 
talion, fifty  one  per  company,  officers  included — about  2000  men. 
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In  1756,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  made,  requiring  all  officers  who  1765. 
shall  accept  of  commissions  in  the  Scots  regiments  that  are  permitted  to 
serve  their  H.M.  the  States'  General,  to  qualify,  by  taking  the  oaths  to 
His  Majesty  as  well  as  the  States'  General ;  which  has  been  observed  by 
all  who  have  been  made  officers. 

The  corps  has  been  obliged  to  enlist  foreigners  for  private  soldiers 
during  the  exigency  of  the  late  war. 

N.B. — Temporary  interruptions  have  frequently  happened  to  the 
recruiting  the  Scots  brigade,  in  which  there  are  130  Scots  gentlemen, 
whose  pay  from  the  States  amounts  annually  to  fourteen  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  one  year  with  another :  250  men  will  compleat  that  brigade. 


CLXXIX. 

SUSANNA,  COUNTESS  OF  EGLINTON,1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Auchans,  Jan,  4,  1766. 
Sir, 

As  my  best  wishess  has  at  all  times  atended  you,  pleas  accept  of 
them  the  begining  of  this  year.  Be  persuaded  that  length  of  time  in- 
creasses  their  ardor. 

1  Susanna  Kennedy,  daughter  of  Sir  Archibald  Kennedy  of  Culzean,  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  David,  First  Lord  Newark,  was  third  wife  of  Alexander,  ninth  Earl  of  Eglin- 
ton,  and  mother  of  Alexander  and  Archibald,  tenth  and  eleventh  Earls.  She  was  also 
aunt  to  Thomas  and  David,  ninth  and  tenth  Earls  of  Cassilis ;  and  to  their  sister, 
Anne  Kennedy,  (the  compiler's  maternal  great-grandmother,)  married  to  John  Blair,  Esq. 
of  Dunskey.  She  was  not  only  one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  of  her  time,  but — in 
spite  of  her  spelling,  which  has  here  been  preserved  to  the  letter — a  person  of  considerable 
talents  and  accomplishments.  As  chief  guardian  to  her  son,  Earl  Alexander,  she  exhi- 
bited, during  many  years,  great  tact  and  ability  in  the  management  of  his  extensive 
estates ;  and  the  noble  park  of  Eglinton  was  planted  and  adorned  under  her  direction. 
She  was  also  a  distinguished  patroness  of  literature.  Allan  Ramsay's  Gentle  Shepherd 
is  dedicated  to  her,  in  an  elegant  poetical  address  by  Hamilton  of  Bangour,  prefixed  to  the 
work.  She  died  at  Auchans,  near  Irvine,  (whence  this  letter  is  dated,)  an  old-fashioned 
and   now  greatly  dilapidated  mansion  of  the   Eglinton  family,  in  March,  1780,   in  the 
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1706.  j  come  to  address  you,  and  the  other  tutor  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
for  an  ordor  of  delivery  of  three  picktor  belonging  to  me,  which  were  poot 
upe  into  packing  boxes  and  plast  in  the  gallery  of  the  Abby,  with  per- 
mition  of  the  porter,  to  stand  there  till  cal'd  for  by  me.  But  the  late 
Duke,  without  my  cosent  or  knowledge,  unpacked  the  picktors,  caried 
them  to  Hamilton,  and,  as  I  am  told,  has  King  Charles  the  First,  and 
James  Duke  of  Hamilton,  hung  upe  in  the  Abbey. 

I  have  desired  Mr.  Mackenzie  to  give  you  a  memoriale  of  facts,  and 
you  may  depend  upon  my  being  willing  and  able  to  prove  every  articale 
of  them.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  have  my  picktors,  and  am  resolv'd 
to  spair  no  cost  for  the  recovery  of  them.  If  it's  consistant  with  your 
duty  to  shorten  this  dispute,  it  will  singularly  oblige, 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  grateful  servant, 
S.  Eglinton. 
I  offer  my  best  services  to  Mistress  Mure. 


CLXXX. 

MR.  JOHN  HOME1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

5th  January. 
My  deai-  Baron, 

To  day  Lord  Bute  gave  me  the  letter  addrest  for  you,  which  will 
come  by  the  same  post  with  this.     I  have  written  to  Thorburne,  who  is 

ninety-first  year  of  her  age.  In  her  latter  days  she  was  remarkable  for  some  eccentric 
tastes.  A  connection  of  the  editor,  who  died  some  years  ago,  and  whose  family  residence 
was  near  Auchans,  remembers,  when  a  young  boy,  accompanying  his  father  to  call  on  her 
Ladyship.  During  the  visit,  he  was  startled  by  a  rustling  noise  in  a  corner  of  the  apart-- 
ment.  On  looking  round,  he  saw  a  number  of  the  rats  which  abounded  in  the  chateau, 
and  which  its  mistress  had  been  at  pains  to  domesticate,  feeding  in  a  small  trough  placed 
for  their  convenience,  and  to  which  they  resorted  at  stated  hours  for  their  meals. 
1  Author  of  Douglas. 
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on  the  Borders,  having  resigned  his  benefice  in  the  county  of  Durham,  1766. 
to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Edinburgh,  that  he  may  be  ready  to 
accept,  lest  the  six  months  should  be  near  elapsed.  I  cannot  write  you 
any  plan  of  politiques ;  I  can  only  say,  that  a  very  respectable  body 
appears  in  both  Houses,  under  the  name  of  the  King's  friends,  who  are 
supposed  to  hold  the  balance  between  the  Opposition  and  the  Admin- 
istration ;  and  there  is  very  much  need  of  it,  as  these  parties,  like  all  other 
parties,  intend  only  to  confound  each  other,  and  the  American  business 
is  not  an  affair  to  be  gambled  in  that  manner.  If  you  know  of  any 
person  to  desire  Lord  Murray  to  send  up  his  proxy  where  it  ought  to  be, 
it  would  not  be  amiss.  I  am,  with  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure, 
Most  sincerely,  yours, 

John  Home. 


CLXXXI. 

MR.  ROUET1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Jan.  10,  1766. 

After  easy  journeys,  and  some  voluntary  stops,  I  arrived  here 
only  on  the  Saturday  after  we  parted,  and  next  morning  went  to  wait  on 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  who  received  me  with  the  same  friendly 
and  familiar  expressions  he  had  always  done.  As  to  politicks,  I  can  say 
very  little  as  yet.  I  find  the  few  of  Lord  Bute's  friends  now  here  take 
different  roads,  as  they  judge  best.  Wedderburn  divided  with  the 
minority ;  the  others  with  the  majority.  Some  think  there  will  be  a 
camp-volant,  which  will  keep  together,  and  make  themselves  considerable. 
Mr.  Pitt  is  expected  in  town  from  Bath,  and  to  attend,  at  least,  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  and  the  Ministry  seem  to  expect  his  concurrence 
with  his  Majesty's  measures.     The  affair  of  our  Colonys  engrosses  every 

1  See  Note  to  No.  n. 
vol.  n.  H 
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1766.  person's  attention.  The  late  Ministry2  call  it  rebellion,  and  desire  to 
proceed  against  them  by  fire  and  faggot ;  but  I  fancy  milder  and  perhaps 
equally  efficacious  measures  will  be  followed.  Lord  Lorn  has  joined  the 
minority,  because  he  gott  the  regiment,  and  Panmure  because  he  missed 
it.  I  mean  to  attend  pretty  closely  the  two  Houses  this  winter,  and  give 
you  now  and  then  a  dish  of  politicks.  David  Hume  is  expected  every 
day  with  Rousseau,  who  is  to  lodge  some  where  in  the  country ;  as  he 
is  obliged  to  wear  the  American  dress,  or  long  robes  without  breeches, 
for  some  diabetes,  or  such  like  disorder.  Tronchin3  lodges  with  me,  and 
David  Hume  will  occupy  the  only  remaining  apartment ;  so  we  shall 
be  very  happy  at  home.  I  hope  you  will  fulfil  your  promise  of  paying 
us  a  visit  in  spring ;  by  that  time  every  thing  will  be  on  a  firm  basis. 
Please  tell  Wattie  Scott4  that  I  have  obtained  for  him  a  copy  of  the 
Excise  Laws,  by  a  petition  to  the  Board,  the  book  being  printed  at  their 
expence,  and  not  vendible.  I  have  not  how  to  send  it  him,  but  shall 
obey  his  directions. 

You  will  see  our  friend  Wood5  is  out  at  last.  It  was  done  by  two 
very  obliging  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham. The  last  was  not  especially  obliged  to  write,  and  therefore  it 
was  taken  as  a  mark  of  friendship ;  but  as  he  had  been  put  in  when  one 
of  their  friends  was  turned  out,  the  doctrine  of  Restitution  was  quoted 
as  a  just  one.  You  see  what  a  figure  your  friend  Boswell  cutts  in 
Corsica!     I  fear  he  is  mad.6 

Andrew  Steuart  is  to  set  out  on  Tuesday.  Our  friends  Glassford,  &c. 
are  arrived,  and  are  to  join  in  petition  to  Parliament  for  redress ;  but  I 

2  That  of  George  Grenville. 

3  See  No.  liv.* 

4  Of  Harden  ;  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  Polwarth. 

5  See  Note  to  No.  lxx. 

6  Dr.  Johnson  was  of  the  same  opinion,  as  to  the  Corsican  mania  of  his  friend. 
"  You  have,"  he  tells  him  on  one  occasion,  "somehow  or  other,  warmed  your  imagination. 
"  I  wish  there  were  some  cure,  like  the  lover's  leap,  for  all  heads  of  which  some  single 
"  idea  has  obtained  an  unreasonable  and  irregular  possession.  Mind  your  own  affairs,  and 
"  leave  the  Corsicans  to  theirs." — Life,  Vol.  m.  p.  4.  Edition,  1835. 
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find  none  presume  to  point  out  the  mode  of  granting  it.  I  fancy  Lord  1766. 
Frederick  Campbell  must  leave  his  leader  upon  this  question.  I  trouble 
you  with  the  enclosed  for  Fergusson,  and  the  other  for  Barclay.  Wilkes 
has  frightened  some  folks  a  little,  by  threatening  to  come  over.  I  find 
he  does  not  at  present  intend  it ;  but  'tis  said,  and  I  believe  with  truth, 
that  he  has  refused  a  pension  of  1000£  per  annum,  to  stay  abroad,  and 
insists  upon  his  pardon  at  the  same  time. 

Yours  always,  while 

W.  R. 


CLXXXII. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Jan.  16,  1766. 
My  dear  Baron, 

You  will  have  seen  the  King's  speech,  and  I  suppose  joined  in  the 
publick  voice  of  approbation.  Lord  Dartmouth  moved  the  Address  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  with  a  very  ill  delivered  formal  speech.  He  was 
seconded  by  Lord  Radnor,  who  spoke  with  more  spirit  and  more  elo- 
quence, and  ended  with  this  reflection  :  "  that  private  virtues  in  Ministers 
"  were,  in  his  opinion,  publick  benefits  ;"  which  was  the  only  expression 
that  glanced  at  parties  or  politicks.  Lords  Suffolk  and  Sandwich  took 
the  whole  of  the  merit  of  the  more  spirited  part  of  the  speech  to  them- 
selves ;  "  that  the  Administration  had  adopted  their  sentiments  ;  that  this 
•'•  method  of  proceeding  promised  a  long  continuance  of  Administration  ; 
"  since,  contrary  to  the  maxims  and  practice  of  their  predecessors  in  power, 
"  they  could  acknowledge  themselves  in  the  wrong,  and  publickly  admit 
"  and  espouse  the  sentiments  of  their  opponents.  It  shewed  their  gentle- 
"  ness  of  temper,  but  not  much  of  knowledge  in  business  or  the  Constitu- 
"  tion."  Lord  Temple  paid  the  highest  compliments  to  the  King,and  gave 
him  the  whole  merit  of  the  change  of  sentiments,  &c.  But  all  this  was 
proved  flummery  by  the  great  drawcansir  of  this  country,  in  the  House 
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1766.  of  Commons,  Mr.  Pitt ;  who,  unknown  to  any  body,  arrived  from  Bath, 
and,  without  consulting  one  individual,  declared  the  Stamp  law  unconsti- 
tutional, illegal,  and  inexpedient.  He  denied  that  any  subjects  could  be 
tax'd  without  their  own  consent ;  that  the  Americans  were  not  repre- 
sented, and  therefore  had  not,  and  indeed  could  not,  consent  to  such  an 
Act.  He  even  went  further,  and  said,  that  he  could  never  agree  that  the 
American  colonies  should  tax  themselves  upon  any  account  merely  Brittish . 
He  afterwards,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  examined  the  conduct  of  all 
the  great  Ministers  since  the  Revolution,  none  of  whom  had  dared  to 
attempt  such  a  stretch  of  power  ;  complained  that  his  good  brother1  had 
not  asked  advice  even  of  the  Stewards  in  the  country  before  he  had  ven- 
tured on  so  improper  and  so  illegal  a  tax;  wished  any  friend  of  his  had 
then  deposited  his  remains  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  might  have 
given  the  advice  he  now  gave.  He  then  gave  severe  blows  to  the  whole 
late  Administration  ;  and,  though  he  approved  of  several,  yet  dealt  pretty 
nearly  the  same  blows  to  the  present,  only  that  he  had  a  good  opinion  in 
private  of  some  of  those  who  composed  it,  &c.  He  came  next  to  your 
friend  in  South  Audley  Street,2  declaring  that  he  highly  despised  the 
narrow  and  partial  views  of  those  politicians  who  drew  a  line  and  allowed 
no  merit  to  exist  beyond  it ;  that,  for  his  part,  he  never  examined  into 
the  cradle  of  Ministers,  but  only  wished  to  know  them,  and  find  out  from 
whence  they  had  learned  their  wisdom  ;  that  he  had  ever,  and  should 
continue  to  oppose,  the  influence  of  any  man  who  would  not  dare  putt  his 
name  to  his  advice,  &c.  &c. ;  but  ended  with  a  very  high  panegyrick  upon 
those  gentlemen  who,  after  disturbing  Government  in  1745,  had  so  glori- 
ously contributed  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  this  country.  In  short,  this 
same  Mr.  Pitt  has  entirely  overturned  every  scheme  of  Government;  for, 
whatever  their  resolutions  might  have  been,  such  is  his  influence,  that  not 
a  man  will  be  found  to  arraign  his  reasoning,  nor  one  lawyer  to  prove 
that  we  have  a  right  to  tax  our  colonys.  He  began  by  saying  that  the 
tax  was  unconstitutional,  and  afterwards  added  that  it  was  illegal ;  and  that 

1  Brother-in-law ;  viz.  George  Grenville. 

2  Lord  Bute. 
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he  not  only  thought  we  had  no  right  to  tax  our  colonys,  but  that  he  would  1766. 
never  consent  that  our  colonys  should  tax  themselves  merely  for  Brittish 
reasons,  &c. ;  yet  not  one  lawyer  durst  gett  up  and  contradict  him.  He 
has  entirely  disconcerted  all  measures,  and  very  probably  the  date  of  the 
entire  loss  of  our  colonys  may  be  drawn  from  this  day's  debate.  He  is 
great,  and  means  great  things ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  his  greatness, 
in  my  ideas,  does  not  quadrate  with  the  constitution.  He  must  be  King 
William  the  Fourth,  for  he  holds  in  the  greatest  contempt  a  law  enacted  by 
all  the  powers  of  the  Legislature.  I  believe,  indeed,  that  the  present 
Administration  will  adopt  with  pleasure  his  ideas,  as  all  the  odium  of  re- 
linquishing our  rights  over  our  colonys  must  fall  upon  him  ;  and  yet  he 
seems  to  think  that  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty  ought  to  excuse  him  in 
such  bold  assertions.  I  shall  inform  you  about  the  result  of  all  these 
extraordinary  doings.  The  28th  is  fixed  for  the  final  examination  and 
conclusion  of  this  subject.  Every  body  judges  that  Pitt  and  Temple  are 
on  different  sides,  and  argue  upon  different  maxims.  You  will  have  heard 
that  your  old  friend  Monsieur  de  Meuron  does  not  come  to  London,  one 
Count  Massan  being  named  as  Envoy  here.  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell  does 
not  go  till  spring.  David  Hume  is  busy  to  gett  Rousseau  disposed  of.  Till 
then  he  is  a  kind  of  prisoner.  Adieu.  Respects  tomygoodLady  Katherine, 
and  to  all  friends. 

Always  yours, 

W.  R. 


CLXXX1II. 

MB.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Jan.  25,  lTtiti. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  find  Mr.  Neville  is  not  apprehensive  of  any  bad  consequences  to 
his  employment,  and  hitherto  has  not  had  one  word  of  complaint  from  the 
Deputys.     But  he  indeed  was  only  just  come  to  town,  and  had  not  seen 
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1766.  his  banker.  I  expected  to  have  gott  further  information  from  him  on  that 
subject  this  day,  but  found  him  in  deep  affliction  for  the  sudden  death  of 
worthy  Lord  Fane,  who,  enjoying  no  office  whatever,  can  occasion  no 
change  in  the  political  world,  but  will  affect  every  person  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  I  shall  endeavour  to  supply  this  intelli- 
gence in  my  next. 

Our  political  drawcansir1  has  never  appeared  upon  the  theatre  since 
the  first  day  of  Parliament.  Many  have  been  bold  enough  to  step  for- 
ward in  his  absence,  and  throw  squibs  at  different  parts  of  that  extraordinary 
and  very  extravagant  speech.  None,  I  think,  have  done  it  with  more 
proper  boldness  and  propriety  of  language  than  Mr.  Wedderburn.2  The 
great  Hero  had,  with  an  ipse  dixit,  (when  the  debate  was  whether  the 
North  American  papers  should  be  printed  or  not,)  declared  that  all  the 
papers  should  be  printed.  But  both  Speaker  and  Secretary  of  State 
having  next  day  informed  the  House  that  they  neither  could  nor  would 
undertake  the  selecting  the  papers,  far  less  the  abridging,  &c.  as  they 
found  that  either  too  much  must  be  made  publick,  or  nothing  at  all, — 
Wedderburn  took  notice,  with  a  good  deal  of  irony,  what  the  present 
Ministers  exposed  themselves  to,  by  venturing  to  oppose  the  sovereign 
dictates  of  that  idol  whom  they  seemed  to  worship ;  that  the  oracle  had 
long  been  expected,  had  yesterday  spoke,  and,  among  other  sovereign 
orders,  had  commanded  the  papers  to  be  printed.  What  meannesses, 
what  sacrifices,  must  they  not  be  obliged  afterwards  to  submit  to  for  this 
bold  disobedience!  It  would  cost  them  move  prostrations,  nay,  more  pil~ 
grimuges  to  Haves,3  to  appease  the  enraged  idol.  "  Sacrifices,  I  see,  he 
"  must  have,  but  pray  lett  us  not  offer  human  ones,''  &c.  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  give  you  a  perfect  idea  of  the  present  political  chart.  I  shall 
mention  to  you  what  I  have  heard  :  Secretary  Conway,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  shewed  a 
tame  and  submissive  compliance  to  the  dangerous  doctrines  advanced  by 

1  Mr.  Pitt. 

2  Afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  Loughborough  and  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 

3  The  seat  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
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Mr.  Pitt,  and  this  entirely  contrary  to  the  opinion  they  had  shewn  in  1766. 
making  up  the  speech.  However,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  went  with 
them  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  offered  to  make  him  what  he  would  choose  to  be. 
He  accepted  ;  and,  when  the  matter  was  reported  to  the  King,  his  answer 
was :  I  have  twice  sent  for  him  and  offered  him  terms ;  'tis  now  his 
business  to  wait  upon  me  and  sollicit  me.  A  report  prevailed  yesterday 
that  Lord  Bute's  friends  were  to  join  the  present  Administration,  and 
thus  the  door  be  shutt  for  Mr.  Pitt.  Various  are  the  conjectures  and 
wagers  whether  he  will  attend  the  call  of  the  House  on  Tuesday.  He 
cannot  plead  the  gout,  as  he  is  in  perfect  health.  'Tis  supposed  no 
strangers  will  be  admitted  either  on  Tuesday  nor  Wednesday,  when 
the  papers  are  to  be  read,  sent  from  North  America ;  but  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  gett  you  good  information. 

The  violent  Pittites  are  for  an  immediate  repeal  of  the  Stamp  duty, 
and  declaring  an  Act  of  Parliament  illegal,  which,  from  any  other  authority, 
would  have  been  called  a  gross  bull.  The  Opposition  are  for  declaring 
the  Americans  rebells,  and  treating  them  accordingly.  The  more 
moderate  part  of  Government  wish  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  Parliament, 
and  our  internal  jurisdiction  over  the  Colonies,  even  to  taxation,  &c.  ; 
but,  considering  the  present  ferment  in  those  parts,  and  which  is  likely 
to  communicate  itself  to  several  of  our  trading  and  manufacturing  towns 
in  this  country,  as  will  be  shewn  by  petitions  to  Parliament,  some  middle 
way  might  be  fallen  upon,  which  might  answer  both  the  dignity  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  interest  of  individuals.  What  this  plan  will  be,  'tis 
impossible  yet  to  foresee. 

David  Hume,  and  J.  J.  Rousseau,  are  in  Buckingham  Street,  next 
door  to  J.  Stuart's,  where  many  go  from  civility  to  see  him ;  and  our 
friend  David  is  made  the  shower  of  the  Lion.  He  is  confoundedly  weary 
of  his  pupil,  as  he  calls  him ;  he  is  full  of  oddities  and  even  absurdities. 
A  friend  of  mine  has  offered  him  a  retreat  in  Wales,  where  he  is  to  board 
in  a  plain  farmer's  house ;  for  he  would  not  stay  at  St.  James's,  unless 
the  King  took  board.  The  hereditary  prince  went  yesterday  to  see  him, 
but  concealed  his  name.  He  looks  upon  Tronchin's  being  here  as  a  spy 
set  by  Geneva  upon  him  ;  and  his  being  accidentally  lodged  where  Hume 
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1766.  always  used  to  lodge,  (and  where  he  is  to  come  as  soon  as  Rousseau  is 
fixed  in  the  country,)  confirms  him  in  this  foolish  conceit.  I  have  run 
through  my  paper,  and  have  given  you  very  little  intelligence  worth 
reading.  My  best  apology  is,  that  I  love  a  chatt  with  my  good  friend, 
whether  at  a  fireside  or  upon  paper.  My  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Mure. 
Yours  always, 

W.  R. 


CLXXXIV. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Jan.  31. 
My  dear  Friend, 

On  Monday,  the  great  Commoner'  came  to  town,  and  gave  another 
display  of  his  rhetorical  faculties,  at  the  expense  of  his  pretensions  to 
other  talents.  After  various  enigmatical  expressions,  he  was  pushed  by 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  at  last,  fairly  to  assert,  that,  by  the  late  Stamp  Act, 
the  original  contract  was  violated  with  our  Colonies  ;  that,  therefore,  they 
were  reduced  to  a  state  of  nature,  and  resistance  was  lawful].  Norton, 
upon  this,  said — that,  if  the  sense  of  the  House  went  alongst  with  him, 
that  honourable  gentleman  should,  for  such  unparliamentary  expressions, 
be  sent  to  some  other  place ;  upon  which  the  House  almost  unanimously 
resounded,  "  Hear  him,"  several  times.  This  seemed  to  damp  our 
hero's  courage  a  little,  but,  after  a  short  recollection,  he  was  up  again, 
when  every  body  expected  Norton  would  have  gott  a  hearty  drubbing ; 
but  the  other  very  sensibly  interrupted  him,  by  immediately  speaking  to 
order,  declaring  he  woidd  not  continue  to  hear  this  one  gentleman 
declaiming  three  or  four  times  in  the  same  debate,  and  insisted,  unless 
he  should  confine  himself  to  explanation,  he  should  not  be  heard.  This 
appearing  to  be  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  satt  down.     But  I  daresay 

1  Mr.  Pitt. 
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what  is  delayed  will  not  be  forgott.  If  the  question  shall  be  put  upon  1766. 
this  issue,  I  don't  believe  he  will  find  ten  men  in  the  House  to  follow  him, 
though  some  of  them  are  in  Administration,  particularly  Mr.  Onslow. 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  this  day,  arc  taken  up  in  reading  the  North 
American  papers.  The  grand  debate  is  expected  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  Monday ;  when  it  is  supposed  the  battle  will  principally  be  fought  by 
Lords  Mansfield  and  Camden,  upon  the  principle  of  law ;  and  between 
Lord  Egraont  and  Lord  Littleton,  upon  the  feudal  principles.  As  Lord 
Mansfield  is  sure  of  being  supported  both  by  arguments  and  numbers, 
and  has  no  great  cordiality  for  his  antagonist,  I  expect  he  will  have  a 
compleat  victory.  1  find  he  wishes  strangers  may  be  present,  so  far  as 
the  Lords  can  possibly  allow  it,  without  great  inconvenience  to  them- 
selves. 

Every  body  here  takes  one  side  or  another,  but  nobody  has  so  much 
surprised  me  as  our  friend  George  Lewis  Scott,'2  who,  upon  this  occasion, 
has  declared  himself  strongly  upon  the  same  side  with  Pitt.  We 
battled  it  heartily  a  few  nights  ago,  when  indeed  he  was  quite  alone  in 
the  argument.  As  to  the  expediency  of  either  laying  the  tax  at  first,  or 
enforcing  it  now,  many,  who  are  for  supporting  the  authority  and  powers 
of  a  British  Parliament,  yet  seem  to  think  a  violent  exertion  of  either,  in 
the  present  crisis,  ought  to  be  avoided.  What  will  be  the  result  of  this 
confusion,  which  is,  1  may  say,  at  present  universal,  is  impossible  to  de- 
termine. The  debate  in  the  Commons  is  expected  to  be  on  Tuesday. 
Both  Houses  are  to  sit  to-morrow,  in  order  to  examine  several  persons, 
viva  voce,  lately  arrived  from  America.  I  hear,  by  the  papers  now  read, 
(for  no  stranger  whatever  is  admitted  into  either  House,)  it  appears  that 
General  Gage,  Commander-in-Chief,  calls  them  rebells,  and  in  different 
dispatches  styles  it  rebellion  ;  and  though  these  dispatches  from  him,  and 
various  Governours,  use  this  language  from  July,  yet  no  answer  whatever 
has  been  sent  by  Mr.  Conway,  till  the  16th  of  October,  and  then  pretty 
letters,  full  of  antitheses — that  they  must  mix  lenity  with  vigour,  mercv 
with  resolution,  prudence  with  firmness,  &c.  &c.  ;    or,  in  other  words, 

2  See  No.  cclii. 
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1766.  leaving  all  these  poor  men  to  determine  for  themselves,  making  each  in  a 
manner  Secretary  of  State  for  the  time.  The  framers  of  the  Act  will 
not  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  this  conduct,  worse  than  indolent,  and  lay 
great  part  of  the  blame  of  what  now  happens  to  his  want  of  spirit  or  want 
of  duty  in  enforcing  the  law,  though  he  had  opposed  the  making  of  it. 
Pitt  declared  last  day  that  he  was  no  candidate  for  Administration,  so 
that  the  changes  are  again  forgott.  Only  most  people  think  the  two 
Secretarys  of  State  (if  they  persist  in  espousing  the  same  doctrines 
hitherto  held  by  them  in  promoting  the  American  business,)  will  separate 
from  the  other  servants  of  the  Crown ;  and  as  without  Mr.  Pitt  they 
are  nothing,  some  others  may  be  found  to  succeed  them.  'Tis  strongly 
believed  by  many  that  at  last  the  same  Administration3  who  made  the 
peace  wiU  again  shake  hands,  and  undertake  the  country  in  this  difficult 
crisis;  that  they  are  beginning,  like  young  lovers  who  have  quarrelled 
about  some  trifles,  to  say :  "  I  wonder  how  we  could  differ ;  surely  we 
meant  one  another  no  harm." 

Rousseau  is  gone  to  a  farm  house  at  Chiswick,  and  David  Hume  comes 
to  lodge  with  me  to-morrow.  He  and  many  of  your  friends  desire  their 
best  wishes.  Alexander's  petition  is  presented  this  day  by  Wedderburn. 
Sir  John  Anstruther's  was  presented  to  the  House  by  Dempster.4  The 
case  seems  very  strong,  but  you  know  how  questions  of  this  kind  are 
treated  upon  petitions  :  most  people  take  their  lead  from  the  complexion 
of  those  who  present  them.  Our  friends  here  think  the  consequences  of 
this  unlucky  affair  with  our  colonys  may  lower  the  price  of  land  some 
years'  purchase.  I  always  thought  we  had  got  to  our  ne  plus  ultra,  but 
did  not  imagine,  indeed,  that  we  were  so  soon  to  go  down  hill.  Remem- 
ber me  affectionately  to  your  Lady  and  all  friends ;  and  believe  me 
always,  my  good  Baron,  your  friend  and  servant,  W.   R. 

P.S.— There  was  a  division  in  the  House  of  Commons  this  day — 148 

1  Viz. — the  two  parties,  Butites  and  Grenvillites,  into  which  it  was  divided. 

4  This  alludes  to  a  disputed  election  return  for  the  East  Fife  boroughs,  vacated  in 
1765  by  the  death  of  Sir  Harry  Erskine.     Sir  John  Anstruther  kept  his  seat. 
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to  137 — about  the  delay  of  the  hearing  of  Alexander's  petition,  on  the  1766. 
4th  of  February  or  the  18th.     Messrs.  Oswald,  Elliot,  &c.  were  on  the 
minority,  but  in  favour  of  Alexander. 


CLXXXV. 

EARL  MARISCHALL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

February  3,  1766. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Meuron  wrote  to  you,  some  time  since,  what  expectation  he 
had  of  getting  an  answer  from  the  Ministers.  He  is  quite  clear  of  his 
mission  intended,  was  offered  a  pension,  and  soon  to  have  a  good  place  ; 
but  such  is  his  Suisse  head,  (against  which  I  have  nothing  to  say,  it  re- 
sembling so  very  much  a  Scots  one,)  that  he  has  more  than  his  belly-full 
of  Courts  and  Ministers.  He  left  you  with  regret,  and  returns  with 
pleasure,  especially  with  the  hopes  of  finding  still  room  with  you,  of  whose 
kindnesse  he  is  most  gratefull.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great 
regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Marischall. 

My  respects  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and  muchas  cosas  to  Sir  Knight  of  Colt- 
nesse. 


CLXXXVI. 
MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  4. 
I  have  this  day  received  yours  of  the  31st,  with  the  enclosed  from 
Mr.  Campbell,  which  I  have  not  yet  read,  having  just  time  to  write  you 
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17  GO.  a  few  lines  by  this  post,  after  a  long  attendance  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  afterwards  eating  a  private  dinner,  tete  a  tcte,  with  our  friend  the  Lord 
Advocate1  till  now,  near  eleven  o'clock. 

Yesterday  the  grand  debate  was  carried  on  in  both  Houses,  about  the 
right  of  taxing  the  colonys  by  the  Brittish  Parliament.  I  was  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  where  the  debate  was  principally  managed  by  the  two 
Chief  Justices,  upon  quite  opposite  principles;  Camden  maintaining  that 
taxation  always  was  preceded  by  representation,  and  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  had  no  right  to  lay  internal  taxes 
upon  the  colonies.  Lord  Mansfield  cutt  him  to  pieces  upon  every 
point  of  the  argument,  shewing  that  never,  by  our  constitution,  was  repre- 
sentation adopted  as  necessary;  instanced  the  Countys  Palatine  of  Chester 
and  Durham,  which  had  long  been  taxed  before  represented;  that  Ave  had 
made  laws  to  regulate  the  principality  of  Wales,  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
&c.  lonor  before  they  had  representatives ;  instanced  our  dominions  in 
France  annexed  to  the  Crown  by  the  treaty  of  Bretigny ;  insisted  that 
the  power  of  absolute  legislation  included  the  power  of  taxation  ;  that  the 
one  being  admitted,  the  other  must  necessarily  be  allowed  ;  in  short,  it  is 
quite  impossible,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  finest 
speech  of  two  hours,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, was  the  strongest  in  reason  and  the  most  eloquent  in  words  that 
ever  was  heard  in  that  House.  His  opponents  however  divided,  and 
the  majority  was  125,  against  Lord  Cambden  and  four  young  peers :  viz. 
Shelbourne,  Paulett,  Cornwallis,  and  Torrington.  This  day,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  resumed  their  debates,  when  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  proposed  the  following  resolutions: — 1.  ''That,  by  papers  upon 
their  table,  riots  and  many  unlawful  acts  had  happened  in  America/'  This 
passed  unanimously.  2.  "That  those  had  been  greatly  increased  and  in- 
flamed by  the  resolutions  and  other  public  acts  of  the  Particular  Assem- 
blys  in  the  several  Provinces."  To  this  an  amendment  was  proposed, 
that  the  word  caused  should  be  inserted;  but,  after  some  wrangling,  this  was 

1   Sir  Thomas  Miller,  (see  Note  to  No.  m.)  appointed  Lord  Justice  Clerk  on  the  14th 
of  June  of  this  year. 
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dropt.  The  3d  was,  "To  address  the  King  to  order  his  governours,  &c.  in  1766. 
America,  to  recommend  to  the  several  Assemblys  to  do  justice  to 
the  several  individuals  who  had  suffered  in  their  property  by  the  late 
riots;"  and  an  amendment  was  proposed,  that,  instead  of  the  word 
"recommended,"  that  of  "require"  should  be  inserted.  The  principal 
speakers  for  the  first  motion  were,  the  Duke  of  CJ  rafton,  who  made  it, 
Lords  Cambden,  Dartmouth,  &c.  Those  on  the  other  side  were  Mans- 
field, Gower,  Bedford,  Sandwich,  Suffolk,  Temple,  &c. ;  and,  after  a  long 
and  tedious  altercation,  a  division  was  demanded,  when  the  Administration 
Lords  who  made  the  motion  were  only  GO  ;  whereas  those  who  proposed 
the  amendment  were  63.  It  was  then  proposed  to  resume  the  House,  and 
receive  the  report  of  the  Committee.  This  was  opposed,  and  several 
Lords  declared,  that  the  Committee  should  be  continued  till  Thursday, 
when  some  resolutions  further  would  be  proposed  of  a  different  kind  ; 
this  was  done  by  Lords  Sandwich,  Townsend,  and  Duke  of  Bedford. 
I  observed  both  the  Chancellor,  and  Lords  Mansfield,  Marchinont, 
Litchfield,  Talbot,  Despenser,  and  many  of  your  friend  Lord  Bute's 
friends,  were  upon  the  number  of  the  63 ;  and  what  surprised  me  most 
of  all  was,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Yorke ;  so  that  many  begin 
to  prophecy  a  change  of  Administration.  We  shall  judge  better  on  Thurs- 
day, when  the  Opposition  shall  propose  their  resolutions,  and  the  House 
shall  decide  and  divide  upon  them.  Hutchy2  is  come  to  town,  but  I 
have  not  yet  seen  him,  having  been  totally  taken  up  with  this  important 
crisis,  among  the  greatest  I  believe  this  country  ever  saw.  I  wish,  upon 
many  accounts,  an  unanimity  of  sentiments  had  been  possible  upon  this 
great  national  question  ;  for  though  every  Lord  who  spoke  began  by 
expressing  his  sincerest  wishes  and  desires  for  it,  yet  many  deviated  from 
the  argument,  to  have  a  hitt  at  one  another.  Never  was  a  poor  Chief- 
Justice    so   mauled  as   Cambden   was  last    night.     He   spoke   like   an 

2  Hutchinson  Mure,  Esq.  of  Saxhani  Hall,  Suffolk,  Mr.  Mures  uncle.  This  gentleman 
was  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  Galloway  boroughs,  in  1761,  against  the  Honourable 
Captain  Keith  Stewart,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Galloway.  Among  the  Baron's  papers  is 
an  opinion  by  Mr.  Uaines  Barrington  unfavourable  to  disputing  the  return  :  although  a 
tolerable  case  existed  of  undue  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Peer. 
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1766.  Attorney's  Clerk  ;  but  his  noble  adversary,  like  a  great  orator,  an  intelli- 
gent legislator,  and,  ndiat  is  more,  a  candid  and  virtuous  man.  The 
triumph  was  compleat ;  and  nobody  could  have  believed  the  popular 
judge  could  seriously  and  bona  fide  join  in  opinion  with  four  boys,  in  op- 
position to  125  sensible  men. 

The  House  of  Commons  sat  till  near  four  in  the  morning  last  night ; 
but  nobody  but  Pitt  and  Barry  maintained  the  independency  of  the 
Colonys,  excepting  Serjeant  Hewett  and  Beckford;  so  that  the  argu- 
ment was  all  upon  one  side,  and  they  had  the  sense  not  to  divide  the  House. 
They  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  when  the  resolutions,  passed  this  day  by 
the  Lords,  will  be  moved  in  the  Commons  ;  and,  if  the  same  language  is 
strenuously  insisted  on  there,  probably  a  division  may  be  fatal  to  the 
present  Administration. 

I  saw  your  friend  Lord  Bute  in  the  House  last  night,  but  could  not  see 
how  he  voted,  though  I  believe  on  the  majority  for  the  amendment.  I 
shall  continue  to  write  to  you  how  things  go  on,  as  there  is  no  body  on 
earth  that  I  would  wish  to  please  so  much  as  my  good  friend.  I  have 
scrawled  over  these  pages,  and  have  just  time  to  seal  it. 

Yours  always. 


CLXXXVII. 
MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  6,  1766. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  the  Ministry  had  lost  one  question 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  three  votes,  and  this  day  they  have  lost  another 
by  four.  The  question  was  indeed  trifling — an  amendment  to  a  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  Lord  Weymouth  to  support  those  in  America  who  had 
assisted  to  support  the  Government  in  carrying  the  laws  into  execution. 
The  amendment  proposed  was  :  to  mention  the  Stamp  Act  particularly. 
The  Dukes  of  Yorke  and  Glocester,  with  Lords  Chancellor,  Mansfield, 
Bute,  &c.  voted  against  Administration.     Your  friend  made  a  short  but 
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very  spirited  speech,  and  delivered  with  a  great  deal  of  dignity, — beginning  1766. 
withblamingLordswhohad  left  the  question  immediately  before  the  House, 
to  deliver  their  sentiments  for  or  against  the  Stamp  Act;  that  he  would 
reserve  himself  entirely  upon  the  question  of  the  merits  of  that  Act  until 
it  was  regularly  brought  into  debate ;  but  declared  that,  from  the  papers 
now  upon  their  table,  something  more  than  these  resolutions  was  neces- 
sary to  oppose  to  the  resolutions  of  the  different  Assemblys  in  America  ; 
and  though  he  professed  himself  neither  to  support  nor  to  oppose  present 
Ministers,  yet  that  even  the  wishes  of  a  King,  whom  he  loved  and 
adored,  should  not  sway  or  determine  him  to  act  contrary  to  the  duty  he 
owed  as  a  free  Member  of  Parliament.  I  hear  the  Ministers  have  had 
some  eclaircissement  with  the  King,  and,  finding  what  his  sentiments 
are,  perhaps  may  not  choose  to  push  their  first  plan  to  repeal  the  Act,  as 
they  may  now  guess  they  must  lose  the  question.  Six  Lords  of  the  Bed- 
chamber went  against  the  Ministry,  and  all  our  Scots  Lords  that  1  could 
see  in  the  House,  except  Dunmore. 

The  House  of  Commons  sat  till  near  two  yesterday,  and  adjourned 
this  day.  The  same  resolutions  I  mentioned  in  my  last  were  proposed  in 
that  House ;  but,  after  long  speeches,  a  division  was  avoided  by  Mr. 
Grenville  proposing  a  vote  of  the  House,  in  place  of  the  resolution  to  ad- 
dress the  King  agreed  to  by  the  Lords.  The  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  of  Lords  on  American  affairs  is  adjourned  till  Monday,  and  pos- 
sibly against  that  time  some  compromise  may  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  Ministry,  who  point  at  a  total  repeal  of  the  Act,  and  those  who  wish 
to  enforce  it,  vi  et  armis. 

I  was  astonished  to  find  our  friend  Baron  Wynne  at  the  Marquiss's1 
levee  this  day  ;  he  asked  kindly  for  you  and  family.  Rousseau  is  boarded 
at  a  small  house  in  Chiswick ;  his  landlady  is  a  grocer.  He  sitts  in  the 
shop  and  learns  English  words,  which  brings  many  customers  to  the 
house.    He  goes  afterwards  to  Wales,  as  soon  as  his  gouvernante  arrives 

1   Of  Rockingham. 
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1766.  from  France.  I  wonder  our  friends  Glasgow2  and  Peter  don't  invite 
him  to  a  retreat  near  them.  If  you  see  Mr.  Durham,  pray  desire  him  to 
give  you  a  blanck  subscription  for  Dr.  Campbell's  Britannia  Elueidata, 
and  send  it  to  me,  as  it  has  cost  me  a  guinea.  With  best  respects  to  my 
good  Lady,  I  am  always  vours  sincerely, 

W.  R. 


CLXXXVIII. 
MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  18,  1766. 

My  letter  of  Saturday  would  inform  you  what  lengths  the  grand 
question  was  come  in  the  House  of  Commons,  from  •whose  decisions  'tis 
expected  the  Lords  will  take  their  resolutions.  Many  merchants,  &c.  still 
continued  to  be  examined  at  the  bar,  who  all  prove  the  great  decay  of 
trade  and  manufacture,  and  all  conclude  that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act 
is  the  only  thing  that  can  save  the  trade  of  this  country. 

Dr.  Franklin  was  examined  amongst  others,  and  was  asked  :  "  if  either 
this  tax  was  so  modified,  that  all  the  several  objections  to  it  might  be 
left  out,  or  any  new  tax  should  be  framed,  where  all  these  objections 
might  be  avoided — did  he  think  the  Colonys  would  peacably  submitt  to 
pay  it."  He  answered — "  They  certainly  would  not,  because  we  think 
you  have  no  right  to  tax  us  at  all."  Such  answers,  and  which  are  looked 
on  as  founded  upon  truth,  have  staggered  many  in  their  first  notions  of 
modifying  the  late  Act,  or  lopping  of  all  its  offensive  branches  and  still 
reserving  the  trunk  (as  your  friend  Elliott  expressed  it,)  which  they  now 
suspect  will  not  advance  the  matter  one  inch  ;  for  they  will  with  the  same 
intrepidity  resist  paying  the  tax  at  a  pepper-corn  or  a  trifle,  as  they 


2  Lord  Glasgow  and  his  brother,  the  Honourable  Patrick  Boyle,  brother-  in-law  to  the 
Baron.     See  Note  to  No.  LXXin. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE.  73 

now  resist  the  present  tax.     We  once  thought  that  this  grand  question,  1766. 
"  Repeal  or  not,'"  would  have  come  on  to-morrow  ;  but  I  hear  now  that 
there  are  still  so  many  merchants,  &c.  to  be  examined,  that  it  cannot  come 
on  till  Friday  at  soonest,  as  Thursday  is  the  Queen's  birth-day. 

There  has  been  one  meeting  at  least  between  Lord  Bute,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Grenville  ;  but  no  resolves  in  concert;  the  first 
declining  to  take  any  lead,  but  merely  to  act  as  a  single  peer  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  though  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  gett  this  believed,  especially  since 
the  fluctuation,  as  'tis  said,  of  a  great  personage.  The  story  is  told  thus  ; 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  upon  his  acquainting  the  King  of  the  great 
majority — 140 — in  the  House  of  Commons,  received  in  writing:  I  con- 
gratulate ijou  upon  so  great  a  majority ;  this  must  pave  the  way  for  a 
repeal  of  the  Act.  This  paper  was  shewn  about,  as  a  proof  of  his  Majesty's 
approving  of  the  repeal.  This  occasioned  the  Chancellor  and  Lord 
Strange  going  to  the  King,  who  brought  out  a  positive  declaration  that 
he  did  not  incline  to  a  repeal.  This  led  to  both  the  Marquis  of  Rocking  - 
ham  and  they  returning  together;  when  he  said:  "Between  the  two  ques- 
tions, Repeal,  or  Enforce  the  Stamp  Act,  I  wish  rather  for  a  repeal ;  but 
between  a  modification  or  temporary  suspension,  and  repeal,  I  incline  rather 
for  one  of  the  first."  These  things  are  observed  ;  and  many,  who  would 
wish  to  know  the  King's  secret  wishes,  and  act  accordingly,  are  quite 
puzzled  what  to  believe.  This  fluctuation  is  by  some  charged  on  Lord 
Bute,  though  I  believe  unjustly.     Adieu. 

Yours,  while  W.  R. 


CLXXXIX. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  22,  1766. 

As  I  know  you  will  be  anxious  to  hear  the  result  of  yesterday's 
proceedings,  I  %vould  not  omitt  writing  to  you.  The  House  of  Commons 
sat  till  two  o'clock,  and  then  the  question  was  putt,  "  Repeal  the  Stamp 
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1766.  Act,  or  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  or  amend  it ;"  and  it  was  carried  for  a 
repeal — 275  against  167 — by  a  majority,  as  you  see,  of  108.  Mr.  Pitt 
made  a  very  good  speecb,  from  eleven  till  past  twelve  o'clock,  upon  tbe 
old  argument  that  we  had  no  right  to  lay  any  internal  taxes  upon  our 
colonys  ;  but  said  he  would  be  the  first  and  most  resolute  in  the  House  to 
devise  every  method  to  keep  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mother 
country  in  every  other  part  of  legislation,  by  confining  and  regulating 
their  trade  and  manufactures.  Burck,  Secretary  to  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, made  a  very  fine  speech,  applauded,  I  find,  by  all  sides,  upon 
the  theory  of  colonys,  and  in  what  way  they  ought  to  be  treated,  so  as  to 
derive  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  mother  country,  which  he  thought 
was  by  making  them  properly  subservient  to  us  in  the  way  of  trade;  but 
that  they  never  could  be  supposed  to  have  riches  considerable  enough  to 
deserve  an  internal  taxation.  But  I  believe  the  greatest  part  went  into 
this  resolution,  because  they  clearly  foresaw  that  no  amendments  at  all 
would  make  the  colonys  accept  the  Act,  and  that  thereby  we  should  only 
be  exposed  to  new  insults  upon  Government ;  but  might  expect  to  be 
better  prepared  to  repell  such  audacious  conduct  upon  any  future  occa- 
sion. The  report  is  to  be  made  on  Monday,  and  'tis  thought  no  further 
struggles  will  then  take  place.  Mr.  Grenville  seemed  much  sunk  upon 
the  debate,  as  all  the  evils  now  felt  are  laid  on  him,  though  I  fancy  no- 
body believes  he  could  possibly  have  dreamed  that  such  consequences 
could  have  followed.  But  he  has  been  sorely  mauled  as  a  politician  in 
matters  of  taxation,  it  being  alledged  his  principles  were  to  "  grub  up  every 
plant  of  commerce,  and  in  its  room  plant  taxes,"  &c. 

I  forget  if  I  told  you  of  a  late  interview  of  your  friend  Lord  Bute,  with 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Grenville,  at  Lord  Eglinton's,  which  I  find 
they  had  solicited.  They  began  by  regretting  any  unlucky  interruption 
had  ever  happened  in  their  former  intimacy  ;  professed  their  real  sorrow 
for  it,  and  their  great  esteem  and  regard  ;  were  glad  to  find  his  Lordship, 
on  the  great  national  question,  thought  as  they  did ;  and  that  they  had 
reason  to  think  his  Majesty  was  of  the  same  sentiment ;  so  that  every 
reason  united  for  their  joining  hands,  and  opposing  the  dangerous  pro- 
ceedings of  the  present  Ministry,  who,  in  order  to  throw  an  odium  upon 
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them,  would  push  measures  which  might  lose  us  our  colonys  for  ever,  &c.  1766. 
&c.  'Tis  said  Lord  Bute  behaved  with  a  good  deal  of  hauteur,  seemed 
to  despise  all  the  flattering  speeches  they  made  him,  and  positively  re- 
fused to  be  in  any  publick  manner  connected  with  them  ;  and  in  general 
told  them  that  he  had  not  seen  or  spoke  to  the  King  upon  business  these 
six  months,  and  that  he  was  firmly  determined  never  to  join  with  any  set 
of  men  who  should  unite  to  oppose  his  Ministers,  but  would  reserve  him- 
self an  entire  independency  to  vote  and  judge  as  a  Peer  in  Parliament. 
The  whole  is  told  greatly  to  the  honour  of  Lord  Bute.  'Tis  said  that 
Lord  Eglinton  was  not  allowed  to  be  present,  which  occasions  great 
jokes  against  him.  Most  people  think  that  the  Peers  will  not  struggle 
the  matter  further,  as  their  differing  from  the  Commons  on  this  important 
occasion  must  have  bad  consequences.  I  shall  attend  them  and  lett  you 
know  what  is  done.  Best  wishes  to  all  the  good  family,  and  believe  me 
always  yours,  sincerely,  W.  R. 

P.S. — I  am  to  spend  the  evening  with  Glassford, '  &c.  I  daresay  they 
will  be  in  high  spirits.  He  was  examined  at  the  bar;  had  a  long  exami- 
nation ;  and  owned  his  private  debt  from  the  colonys  amounted  to  above 
50,000  pounds.2 


CXC, 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  March  1,  1766. 

I  gave  you,  in  my  last,  the  fate  of  the  American  question  on  Friday 
21st.     The  report  of  the  Committee  was  received  on  Monday,  when, 

1  See  Note  to  No.  lxi. 

2  "  The  weapon  with  which  the  colonies  armed  themselves  to  most  advantage  was  the 
refusal  of  paying  the  debts  they  owed  to  our  merchants  at  home,  for  goods  and  wares 
exported  to  the  American  provinces.  These  debts  involved  the  merchants  of  London, 
Liverpool,  and  other  great  towns,  in  a  common  cause  with  the  Americans."  Horace  Wal- 
pole's  Memoirs  of  Reign  of  George  III.  Vol.  n.  p.  217. 
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1766.  after  a  great  deal  of  speaking  till  two  o'clock,  the  question  was  carried,  240 
to  133,  to  agree  with  the  Committee.  The  majority  you  see  nere  was 
107,  and  on  Friday  108  ;  the  reason  of  the  difference  was  Mr.  Pitt's 
absence ;  and  the  reason  of  the  whole  number  in  the  House  being  smaller, 
was  both  sides  taking1  off.  This  bill,  'tis  expected,  will  be  brought  up  to 
the  Lords  on  Tuesday,  and  much  speaking  may  ensue ;  but,  as  you  know 
they  cannot  make  any  amendment  to  such  bills,  the  question  must  be 
confined  to  repeal,  or  enforce  the  Act  as  it  now  stands,  and  I  don't  find 
that  even  the  Father  of  this  bill  would  have  given  his  vote  for  the  last 
alternative;  so  that  the  Lords  may  probably  be  unanimous,  though  after 
a  good  deal  of  speechifying.  There  are  two  other  bills  which  go  hand 
in  hand  with  this  one  ;  the  first  a  Declaratory  right  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment to  lay  taxes,  &c.  over  all  her  colonys  ;  the  second  a  Bill  to  indemnify 
all  those  who  have  been  obliged  to  clear  out  ships,  &c.  without  stamps ; 
it  being  proved  that  they  could  not  get  them  in  those  parts. 

We  have  had  some  talk  of  a  message  or  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, from  himself  and  others,  carried  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  King, 
offering  to  come  and  exculpate  himself  and  friends  for  their  conduct  in  this 
affair.  The  answer  was,  that  "  a  person  of  his  rank  and  abilities  should 
always  find  the  closet  open  to  him ;  but,  upon  this  occasion,  he  had  no 
inclination  to  hear  any  Lord  upon  a  subject  which  was  still  before  Parlia- 
ment." The  Duke  went  immediately  to  Woburn,  and  Lord  Temple  to 
Stow,  to  see  what  havoc  the  late  storm  had  made  amongst  their  trees, 
(as  'tis  given  out.)  Many  conjecture,  from  the  whole  of  this  story,  that 
his  Royal  Highness  intends  to  oppose  and  join  with  these  others,  and 
threatens  us  with  a  speech  upon  this  occasion  ;  some  very  great  specula- 
tes pretend  to  see  Lord  Bute  at  the  bottom  of  it  all,  in  order  to  distress 
the  present  ministers ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it. 

I  have  been  with  the  Archbishope  of  York,2  and  explained  every 
thing  entirely  to  his  satisfaction.  I  find  he  had  gott  a  hint  from  his 
brother  some  time  ago.     He  is  as  much  my  friend  as  you  are.     Some 

1  Qu.  Pairing  oft? 

2  Dr.  Drummond  Hay,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 
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other  steps  are  taken,  which  I  shall  not  trouble  you  to  hear  till  you  come  1766. 
up,  which  I  hope  may  be  next  month. 

The  news  from  Gibraltar  are  very  bad.  This  extraordinary  storm 
has  almost  totally  destroyed  the  new  works,  made  by  Tyrawley,  and  will 
cost  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds  to  repair.  Many  falsehoods  have 
been  grafted  upon  this  :  that  the  Spaniards  are  marching  down  troops, 
have  got  the  States  of  Barbary  to  agree  in  refusing  all  supplies  of  fresh 
provisions,  &c.  But  there  is  no  certain  proof  of  this  as  yet;  though  'tis 
not  doubted  they  will  be  ready  to  take  all  advantage  of  this  and  our  other 
present  disasters.  I  forgot  if  I  told  you  there  were  twenty-four  Patriots 
from  Scotland,  upon  the  late  division,  and  only  fifteen  Courtiers.  You  say 
you  are  very  easy  about  knowing  persons,  so  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with 
them.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomerie  are  gone  this  day  for  Bristol.  I  find 
he  is  thought  in  danger  by  his  physicians.  Poor  Lord  Hope3  left  Lisbon 
the  22d  of  last  month,  not  much  better  for  his  stay  in  that  country.  The 
Aveather  was  so  remarkably  cold,  he  could  not  stir  abroad.  I  fear  the 
worst.  He  goes  for  Madeira  or  South  America.  Wishing  you  and 
yours  all  happiness, 

I  am,  &c.  W.  R. 


CXCI. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  March  6. 
My  good  Friend, 

No  news,  they  say,  are  good  news ;  so  I  flatter  myself  this  is  the 
case  with  you.  I  sit  down  merely  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  conversa- 
tion which  happened  last  Tuesday  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill.  Amongst  many  irregular  things  said  upon  that 
occasion,  Mr.  Bamber  Gascoigne  produced  and  read  a  copy  of  a  letter 

3  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.     He  died  at  Portsmouth  on  the  6th  of  June,  1766. 
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]  766.  writt  by  Sir  William  Meredith  to  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  upon  the  great 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  were  these  expressions  : 
"  That  he  congratulated  the  City  of  Liverpool,  as  he  did  his  country,  upon 
so  remarkable  a  victory  over  those  who  were  so  cruel  as  to  vote  for  putting 
so  slavish  a  yoke  about  the  necks  of  the  colonists.  These  were  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Grenville,  Lord  Bute's  party,  and  the  rank  Torys ;  that  he  flat- 
tered himself  this  Mras  only  the  forerunner  of  much  greater  advantages, 
as  he  thought  Mr.  Pitt  would  now  enter  into  Administration,"  &c.  &c. 
Mr.  Pitt  took  occasion,  from  this  letter,  to  touch  upon  the  following 
things  : — "  A  bird  in  the  air  whispered  me  some  time  ago  that  there  had 
been  a  meeting  of  these  gentlemen  and  that  noble  Lord  connected  together 
in  this  letter ;  but  I  was  glad  to  find  that  he  had  acted  with  the  same 
honor  and  dignity  of  character  upon  that  occasion  that  I  have  always 
thought  he  had  ever  preserved  in  all  his  former  conduct.  But  yet,  not- 
withstanding this  high  opinion  I  shall  ever  have  of  his  virtues,  I  shall 
always  strenuously  oppose  his  ever  being  Minister  in  this  country,"  &c. 
This  speech  called  up  Mr.  Grenville,  who  said,  "  He  hoped  the  same  bird 
who  had  whispered  the  honourable  gentleman  of  the  propriety  and  dignity 
of  the  noble  Lord  in  that  congress,  did  not  whisper  any  reflexions  against 
the  honor  of  the  others  present ;  that  he  thought  it  extraordinary  that 
a  meeting  amongst  men  who  had  acted  in  high  spheres  in  their  coun- 
try, to  consult  upon  great  national  questions,  should  be  made  the 
subject  of  any  gentleman's  criticisms  in  that  House  ;  and,  since  meetings 
upon  great  questions  were  mentioned,  he  would  beg  leave  to  hint  to  that 
honourable  gentleman  some  meetings  held  by  him  and  the  same  noble 
Lord  some  years  ago,  which  he  believed  had  not  been  conducted  with  more 
propriety  than  the  one  alluded  to,  but  where  more  insolence  of  behaviour 
had  been  shown,  at  least  by  some."  This  called  up  Mr.  Pitt  again,  who  said, 
"  he  would  fairly  give  the  House  an  account  of  these  conferences,  which  he 
did  ;  disclaiming  many  false  assertions  that  had  been  made  to  the  publick, 
and  which  he  had  so  much  despised,  that  he  did  not  think  it  deserved  his 
contradicting  them,  only  that  he  had  been  accused  of  having  then  in- 
sisted upon  some  proscriptions  of  a  sett  of  men  he  had  always  valued, 
and  thought  they  deserved  well  of  their  King  and  country — I  mean  the 
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Torys."  He  next,  by  way  of  reply  to  the  insolence  he  was  accused  of  1766. 
having  shewn  to  his  Sovereign  at  these  meetings,  gave  them  the  severest 
lashes  for  their  conduct  last  summer,  in  insisting  upon  turning  out  Mr. 
Mackenzie,1  merely  because  he  was  the  brother  of  the  friend  of  the 
Sovereign.  He  then  attacked  the  pusillanimity  of  the  present  Min- 
istry for  not  having  dared  replace  him,  not  indeed  as  a  Minister  for 
Scotland,  but  to  enjoy  an  office  he  every  way  deserved,  and  to  which 
his  Sovereign's  goodness  had  raised  him.  In  short,  it  was  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  conversations  that  was  ever  held  in  the  presence 
of  four  hundred  auditors.  The  bill  passed  and  was  carried  up  to  the 
Lords  yesterday,  who  are  summoned  to  read  it  a  second  time  to-morrow. — 
If  any  debates  ensue  that  are  entertaining,  I  shall  write  you  by  Saturday's 
post.  The  subject  is  exhausted,  and  most  people  wish  it  was  out  of 
head.  I  am  just  going  to  dine  with  Wood,2  whom  I  have  not  seen  this 
fortnight  past,  he  being  so  totally  immersed  in  politicks.  My  best  wishes, 
&c.     Always  yours,  W.  R. 

I  have  just  received  a  message  from  Sir  James  Stuart  that  he  arrived 
last  night.  I  have  fixed  him  in  a  lodging  near  us,  but  shall  not  be  able 
to  see  him  till  to-morrow.  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  his  servant  that  you 
are  all  well.  You  will  see  several  hints  given  of  the  Duke  of  Glouces- 
ter's marriage  with  Lady  Walgrave  ;  it  is  not  true,  at  least  not  as  yet.3 


CXCII. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

March  11,  1766. 

My  dear  Baron, 

I  cannot  account  for  the  delays  of  my  letters,  as  they  were  certainly 

1  See  Vol.  1.  P.  134.  sq. 

2  See  Note  to  No.  lxx. 

3  See  No.  ccvxn A  full  and  interesting  account  of  tins  curious  connexion  is  given 

by  Horace  Walpole,  uncle  of  the  Lady,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  George  III.  Vol. 
m.  p.  402,  and  foil. 
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1766.  putt  in  the  post  office  the  proper  days  of  their  dates.  I  believe  I  forgott  in 
my  last  account  of  Quinbus  Flustram's1  harangue,  when  he  blamed  the  old 
Ministry  for  turning  out,  and  the  present  Ministry  for  not  replacing 
your  friend  Mr.  Mackenzie,  to  mention  to  you  this  passage  :  "  What 
"  were  they  afraid  of?  Did  they  fear  being  unpopular  in  the  city,  and 
"  that  the  monument  would  be  hung  with  crape  on  such  an  occasion  ? 
"  I  would  have  gone  to  the  foot  of  that  monument,  equally  unconcerned 
"  whether  it  was  hung  with  black,  or  illuminated  with  ten  thousand 
"  torches,  and  told  the  boldest  of  the  citizens  :  1  advised  this  measure  !  "  2 

The  Lords  have,  without  much  debating,  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  the  bill  first  sent  up,  viz  : — The  Declarator  of  Right  to  tax 
America ;  and  the  other,  upon  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  is  before 
them  this  day.  Lord  Mansfield  declared  on  Friday,  his  approbation  of 
these  two  going  together,  so  that  I  fancy  there  will  not  be  much  good 
debating.  They  made  a  peevish  order  yesterday,  against  the  admission 
of  all  strangers,  so  that  1  cannot  get  there. 

I  see  your  friend  Sir  James  Stuart  very  often,  and  we  are  endea- 
vouring to  bring  the  subject  of  his  journey  to  some  happy  issue.  David 
Hume  is  still  taken  up  with  his  philosopher,  and  anxious  to  get  him 
placed  somewhere  in  the  country.  I  believe  he  may  put  off  his  return 
to  France  upon  certain  events.  You  must  prepare  your  dress  for  a 
longer  mourning,  as  we  have  now  the  King  of  Poland  and  his  daughter 
to  add  to  our  present  list.  I  shall  endeavour  to  find  you  a  lodging 
agreable  to  your  ideas  of  situation  and  price.  You  may  believe  I  wish 
it  may  be  in  my  neighbourhood,  which  is  also  pretty  centrical.  Sir 
James  has  contented  himself  with  a  parlour,  and  two  pair  of  stairs'  room 

1  "  The  Man  Mountain,"  Gulliver's  name  at  Lilliput,  here  applied  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Lord 
Charlemont,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Flood,  of  date  January  13,  1767,  calls  him,  by  a  similar 
figure,  "  the  Patagonian."     Chatham  Correspondence,  Vol.  m.  p.  148. 

2  This  speech  recoiled  against  himself,  when  he  accepted  the  Peerage  a  few  months 
afterwards.  "The  City  of  London  had  intended  to  celebrate  Mr.  Pitt's  return  to  em- 
ployment, and  lamps  for  an  illumination  had  been  placed  round  the  Monument ;  but  no 
sooner  did  they  hear  of  Ins  new  dignity,  than  the  festival  was  countermanded."  Horace 
Walpole,  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  George  III.  Vol.  n.  p.  359. 
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to  sleep  in,  at  one  guinea  per  week.     The  first  floor  is  empty,  and  will  1766. 
cost  near  two. 

I  think  the  precise  state  of  our  pohtical  struggles  is  at  present  this : 
The  great  Quinbus  has  kicked  up  some,  soothed  others,  but  given  pretty 
severe  wipes  to  all,  in  order  to  demonstrate,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
that  he,  and  he  alone,  is  fit  to  be  grand  Minister  of  this  country,  for  he 
has  forced  Ministers  to  espouse,  or  even  defend,  as  their  own  measures, 
what  they  secretly  disapproved.  His  blows  given  to  the  Favourite3  shew 
he  does  not  mean  to  rule  through  that  channel,  and  his  gross  abuse  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  shews  he  means  as  little  to  be  supply'd  from  that 
shop.  In  short,  he  has,  as  it  were,  sported  with  them  all,  one  after  another, 
merely  to  shew  his  own  importance  ;  and  that  therefore  the  King  should 
stoop  and  send  for  him,  and  prevail  upon  him  to  accept  the  guidance  of 
this  disabled  ship.  Many  think  this  solicitation  is  neither  intended  by  the 
Sovereign  nor  wished  for  by  the  present  Ministry,  as  they  have  even  now 
sufficiently  smarted  under  the  severity  of  his  discipline,  exercised  without 
authority,  and  therefore  would  not  chuse  to  have  the  chains  made  more 
uncontroulable.  Wishing  your  next  may  contain  the  good  news  of  your 
last,  and  begging  my  best  wishes,  &c.  I  am  ever,  yours,  W.   R. 


CXCIII. 
THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  March  18,  1766. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  now  give  you  a  precis  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  public  since 
my  last. 

The  Lords  debated  the  repeal  with  great  coolness  and  dignity  ;  but, 
upon  a  division,  there  were  73  for  a  repeal,  against  61.    Proxeys  were 

3  Lord  Bute. 
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1766.    then  produced,  when  the  majority  was  increased,  there  being  32  against 
10.     An  elegant  but  tedious  protest  has  been  drawn  up  by  Lord  Little- 
ton, and  signed  by  thirty-four  Lords.    I  don't  hear  of  any  of  Lord  Bute's 
friends  having  sign'd  it,  unless  Lord  Eglintone  is  reckoned  one,  which  I 
believe  is  not  the  case  at  present.    All  the  old  Ministry,  you  may  believe, 
are  of  the  number  of  protesters.     The  only  Scots  Lords  I  have  heard  of 
are  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  and  Lords  Abercorn  and  Eglintone.    The 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  yesterday,  and  passed ;  upon  which  your  friend 
Lord  Bute  made  a  very  proper  and  spirited  speech,  giving  very  shortly 
his  reasons  for  voting  against  the  bill,  "  entirely  from  the  private  convic- 
tion he  had  of  its  very  bad  and  dangerous  consequences,  both  to  this 
country  and  our  colonys ;  hoped  his  fears  would  be  disappointed  by  the 
vigorous  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  to  prevent  these  consequences, 
which  he  foresaw  would  otherwise  happen  upon  repealing  the  Stamp  Act ; 
that,  to  follow  out  these  salutary  measures  for  the  country,  all  faction  and 
party  ought  as  much  as  possible  to  be  discouraged ;  and  that  the  present 
Ministry  ought  to  enlarge  their  bottom  from  different  sides ;  that  for  his 
part  he  had  taken  a  positive  and  fixed  resolution  never  again  to  enter  into 
the  busy  scene ;  that,  in  forming  this  resolution,  he  had  not  been  intimi- 
dated by  the  threatening  or  blustering  of  any  man,  or  any  sett  of  men 
whatsoever:  these  he  had  always  too  much  despised  to  allow  them  to  influ- 
ence his  private  conduct.    His  determination  was  merely  the  effect  of  his 
own  deliberate  choice,"  &c.  &c.     I  find  the  speech  and  sentiments  have 
been  received  with  great  applause.    Mr.  Quinbus, L  'tis  thought,  must  come 
in,  and  speedily,  as  no  Minister  woidd  choose  to  execute  his  plan  of  re- 
strictions upon  our  colonys  without  his  taking  some  responsible  and  open 
part  in  it. 

The  disputed  election  of  Sir  J.  Anstruther  and  Alexander2  was  com- 
promised yesterday,  so  that  the  petition  is  withdrawn,  which  should  have 
been  argued  this  day  at  the  bar  of  the  House.  The  Marquiss  of  Rock- 
ingham promises  to  bring  Mr.  Alexander  into  Parliament  for  some 
English  borough,  so  that  upon  the  whole  he  has  gott  a  victory ;  the  only 

1  See  Note  to  No.  cxcn.  2  See  Note  to  No.  clxxxiv. 
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danger  he  runs  is  the  change  of  Administration  before  a  vacancy  casting  1766. 
up ;  but  this  you  know  I  am  not  fond  to  believe  is  readily  to  happen. 

George  Scott3  and  David  Hume  have  looked  into  our  friend's  MS.4 
and  are  exceedingly  pleased  with  it.  I  begin  to  entertain  further  views 
from  the  publication  of  this  ingenious  performance  than  merely  a  sum 
from  a  bookseller ;  though  this  last  is  not  as  yet  touched  upon,  but  will  be 
done  soon.  You'll  not  be  surprised  that  I  deceived  you  about  the  Queen 
of  France's  death,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  had  it  from  one  of  the  King  of 
France's  physicians  now  in  London.  The  fact  is  she  had  been  given 
over,  but  is  now  better.     Always  in  great  truth,  your  friend,  while 

W.  Rouet. 


CXCIV. 

PRINCIPAL  AND  PROFESSORS  OF  GLASGOW  COLLEGE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

College,  Glasgow,  May  5,  1766. 
Sir, 

We  are  sorry  for  the  present  occasion  on  which  we  address  this  to 
you,  as  the  Lord  Rector  of  this  University. 

We  are  losing  our  worthy  colleague,  Dr.  Joseph  Black,  who  was 
Professor  of  Medicine  here,  but  is  now  unanimously  elected  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  Edinburgh. 

This  vacancy  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown.  We  are  very  anxious  that 
it  be  worthily  filled  up. 

Our  own  inclinations  are  for  Dr.  Alexander  Stevenson,  Physician  in 
Glasgow,  and  a  graduate  of  this  University.  His  great  reputation  as  a 
physician  is  universally  acknowledged ;  and  we  are  convinced,  from  our 
personal  knowledge  of  him,  that  he  would  make  an  able  and  diligent 
teacher  of  medicine. 

3  See  No.  ccm.  and  Note. 

*  Probably  Sir  James  Stuart's  "  Political  Economy," 
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1766.  We  are  further  confirmed  in  our  own  judgement  of  his  abilities,  by 
the  attestations  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  which 
you  will  receive  along  with  this. 

It  is  needless  for  us  to  say  more  to  you,  Sir,  who  know  him  so  well. 
We  beg  that  on  this  occasion  you  will  wait  on  the  Ministry,1  and  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  join  your  own  name,  as  Lord  Rector,  along  with 
ours,  in  recommendation  of  Dr.  Stevenson.2 
We  are,  most  respectfully, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 
Willm.  Leechman,  Principal. 
Geo.  Muirhead,  Dean  of  Faculty. 
Ja.  Moor,  Greek  Profr. 
Jas.  Clow,  P.P. 
Alexr.  Wilson,  Astron.  P.P. 
Jas.  Williamson,  Math.  P. 
Will.  Wright,  Hist.  P. 
Thos.  Reid,  P.P. 
To  the  honble.  Mr.  Baron  Mure, 
Lord  Rector  of  the  University 
of  Glasgow. 


cxcv. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  June  5,  1766. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

This  I  hope  will  find  you  returned  in  perfect  health  and  safety  to 
your  own  fire  side,  with  the  additional  satisfaction  of  finding  your  good 
lady  as  well  as  your  best  friends  could  wish  her. 

Politicks  have  worn  almost  the  same  face  since  you  left  us.     The 

2  Mr.  Mure  was  now  in  London. 
2  Dr.  Stevenson  was  appointed. 
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Duke  of  Grafton  has  fairly  told  the  publick,  in  his  late  speech,  the  1766. 
reasons  for  his  quitting  were  the  want  of  the  great  and  distinguished 
abilities  of  one,  who  had  already  given  sufficient  proofs  to  his  country,  to 
assist  and  support  him.  Lord  Howe  has  said  the  same  thing ;  and  these 
are  all  the  alterations  amongst  placemen.  The  Marquiss  of  Rockingham 
opened  his  mouth  at  last  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  window  tax ; 
spoke  in  general  very  well ;  apologised  for  his  silence,  which  he  owned 
was  a  natural  infirmity,  proceeding  from  his  great  respect  for  their 
Lordships.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  made  his  first  ministerial  speech 
upon  that  occasion ;  was  perplexed  and  confused,  but  not  in  the  least 
out  of  countenance.  The  bill  passed  by  a  great  majority.  The  Judges 
were  summoned  upon  the  bill  for  seizing  papers  by  general  warrants, 
and  after  some  debate  it  was  putt  off  for  two  months.  The  King  sent 
a  message  to  both  Houses  on  Tuesday,  to  inform  them  that  the  marriage 
of  his  sister  might  probably  be  terminated  before  next  session,  and 
therefore  left  it  to  their  wisdom  to  do  the  needfull ;  hinted,  besides,  that 
he  intended  to  have  said  something  about  his  Royal  brothers,  but  the 
lateness  of  the  season  prevented;  but  hoped  they  would  have  their 
thoughts  upon  it  next  winter.  The  addresses  were  pretty  much  as 
usual  upon  such  occasions — general  promises,  &c.  There  was  a  pretty 
warm  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Rigby,  supported  by 
Wedderburn,  insisted  upon  his  propositions :  the  one,  that  the  House 
should  continue  to  sitt  by  adjournments  till  news  should  arrive  from 
America ;  for,  as  there  seemed  little  to  be  expected  from  any  advice  the 
Crown  could  get  from  the  Ministry,  it  was  in  a  manner  necessary  that 
the  great  Council  of  the  Nation  should  continue  its  meetings,  in  order 
to  supply  such  deficiencys.  The  other  was,  that  since  the  Committee  of 
Supply  was  closed,  no  proper  money  consideration  could  come  before 
the  House  ;  that  general  promises,  without  knowing  to  what  extent  they 
might  be  interpreted  by  Ministers,  were  dangerous ;  and  therefore 
insisted  that  each  part  of  the  message  must  be  separately  entered  into, 
and  finally  concluded,  before  the  end  of  the  session.  There  were  two 
divisions ;  the  minority  was  about  one-third  of  the  House.  I  have 
heard  that  some  attempts  have  already  been  made  to  enlarge  the  bottom 
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1766.  by  taking  in  Lord  Bute's  friends,  and  that  the  Privy  Seal  has  been 
offered  to  Mr.  Mackenzie ;  that  the  answer  was :  if  the  King  desires  us 
we  have  no  objections,  but  refuse  to  accept  from  Ministers  without  this 
circumstance,  which  has  not  been  as  yet  gone  into.  Parliament  ends 
to-morrow,  and  so  the  summer  may  produce  events  to  determine  the 
future  existence  or  extinction  of  them  all.  I  intend  being  in  town  till 
towards  the  end  of  June.  Mr.  Milhken,  &c.  are  in  town.  He  is  the 
better  of  his  journey,  but  proposes  making  a  very  short  stay  in  London. 
Charles  Macdonald  lodges  with  me.  I  am  his  governour,  and  carry 
him  every  where.  We  were  last  night  at  the  birthnight  ball.  The 
town  grows  dull,  and  I  think  of  paying  some  visits  in  the  country.  I 
am  endeavouring  to  serve  Mr.  Drysdale,  at  the  desire  of  the  Messrs. 
Adam.  I  find  there  are  several  competitors.  I  hear  the  President  does 
not  interfere,  and  that  Sir  Alexander  Gr.1  has  little  to  say  now.  With 
cordial  good  wishes  to  you  all,  &c.  W.  R. 


CXCVI. 

THE  DUCHESS  OF  HAMILTON1*  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Roseneath,  July  31,  [1766.] 
Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  the  26th  last  post,  and  am  very  glad  to  hear  that 
we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Mure  here  soon.  Mr. 
Baillie  does  not  wish  or  desire  to  be  the  first  Minister  at  Hamilton  as  long 

1  Sir  Alexander  Gilmour,  M.P.  for  Midlothian. 

'"  This  Lady  was  one  of  the  two  celebrated  Irish  beauties,  Miss  Gunnings,  whose  charms 
created  so  unparalleled  a  sensation  in  London,  and  indeed  throughout  Britain,  on  their 
first  appearance  in  the  fashionable  world,  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  Though 
without  fortune,  they  were  of  good  family,  daughters  of  John  Gunning,  Esq.  of  Coote 
Castle,  county  of  Roscommon,  by  Bridget,  daughter  of  Viscount  Mayo.  Maria,  the  eldest, 
speedily  became  Countess  of  Coventry,  and  her  sister  Elizabeth,  after  a  short  interval,  in 
1752,  Duchess  of  Hamilton.     The  Duchess  was  left  a  widow  in  1758,  and  married,  in  the 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE.  87 

as  Mr.  Miller  lives.    I  think  my  son  has  many  obligations  to  you  for  the  1766. 
trouble  you  take  in  his  affairs,  and  I  hope  he  will  always  be  sensible  of  it. 
I  remember  that  you  went  to  Arran  last  year,  and,  of  consequence,  I 

suppose  you  have  heard  many  complaints  of  Mr.  B the  factor, 

who  ought  to  reside  there,  but  he  never  does,  by  which  the  people,  as  I 
hear,  are  much  oppress'd ;  and  his  deputy  has  of  late  taken  in  some 
ground  that  does  not  belong  to  him.  He  keeps  a  court  (as  they  call  it,) 
every  Thursday,  by  which  reason  the  tennants  are  constantly  at  war  with 
one  another.  This  is  done  for  his  son's  benefit,  who  is  the  clerk,  and 
exacts  fines  and  clerk's  dues.  He,  the  son,  is  also  made  surgeon  of  the 
island,  and  is  thought  so  ignorant,  that  the  people  do  not  care  to  trust  to 
him,  and  they  think  it  very  hard  to  pay  one  that  they  are  afraid  to  employ. 
There  is  much  more  told  of  the  factor,  his  deputy,  and  his  son,  who  is 


following  year,  Colonel  John  Campbell,  who  succeeded  to  the  Marquisate  of  Lome  in  1761. 
and  the  Dukedom  of  Argyll  in  1770.  By  her  nrst  marriage  she  had  two  sons,  succes- 
sively Dukes  of  Hamilton,  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  became  Countess  of  Derby. 
By  her  second  husband  she  was  mother,  besides  other  children,  of  the  last  and  present 
Dukes  of  Argyll.  She  was  thus  the  wife  of  two  and  the  mother  of  four  Dukes.  She  was 
created  a  Peeress  in  her  own  right,  as  Baroness  Hamelden,  in  1776,  and  died  in  1793. 

Lady  Coventry  was  remarkable  for  little  but  her  beauty,  and  died  prematurely,  of  the 
effects,  it  was  said,  of  an  over-application  of  cosmetics.  The  Duchess,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  not  more  distinguished  for  her  personal  graces  than  her  virtue  and  discretion,  whether 
as  a  member  of  society,  a  mother  of  a  family,  or  as  chief  guardian,  during  a  long  minority, 
of  the  heir  and  interests  of  the  House  of  Hamilton.  These  qualities  will  be  found  re- 
flected in  several  of  her  letters  comprised  in  this  Collection. 

The  following  extracts,  from  the  spirited  journals  of  Horace  Walpole,  realise,  in  a  very- 
lively  manner,  the  impression  created  by  her  beauty : — 

June  18,  1751. — "  The  two  Miss  Gunnings  ai-e  twenty  times  more  the  subject  of 
conversation  than  the  two  brothers,"  [Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Mr.  Pelham,]  "  or  Lord 
Granville.  These  are  two  Irish  girls,  of  no  fortune,  who  are  declared  the  handsomest 
women  alive.  They  can't  walk  in  the  Park,  or  go  to  Vauxhall,  but  such  mobs  follow 
them  that  they  are  generally  driven  away." 

March  23,  1752 "  The  world  is  still  mad  about  the  Gunnings.     The  Duchess  of 

Hamilton  was  presented  on  Friday.  The  crowd  was  so  great  that  even  the  noble  mob  in 
the  drawing-room  clambered  on  chairs  and  tables  to  look  at  her.  There  are  mobs  at  the 
doors  to  see  them  get  into  their  chairs,  and  people  go  early  to  get  places  at  the  theatre 
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1766.  clerk,  and  surgeon,  and  farmer,  than  I  can  trouble  you  to  read  or  myself 
to  write ;  but  I  hope  the  Tutors  will  make  enquiries  into  all  this,  even 
before  there  is  a  meeting.  It  must  appear  to  every  body  that  any  one 
who  is  too  fine  a  gentleman  to  live  in  the  island,  is  not  fit  to  be  factor 
there.  It  is  impossible  that  all  that  is  told  about  hirn  can  be  false;  and 
therefore  he  must  be  very  unfit  for  such  an  employment.  I  hope  soon 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Lord  Galloway,2  or  would  write  to  him 
myself  about  this  and  the  Ministers.  If  he  comes  to  Edinburgh  first. 
I  wish  you  woidd  speak  to  him. 

My  Lord  joins  me  in  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and 
I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 
E.  Hamilton. 


when  it  is  known  they  will  be  there."  The  mania  spread  to  the  provinces.  The  first  time 
the  Duchess  travelled  down  to  Scotland,  crowds  resorted  to  the  towns  where  she  was  to 
sleep,  dine,  or  change  horses ;  and  even  collected  along  the  sides  of  the  road,  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  her  as  she  drove  by. 

In  alluding  to  her  second  marriage,  the  same  authority  above  quoted,  not  generally 
the  most  favourable  to  the  characters  he  pourtrays,  bears  ample  testimony  to  her  worth. 
June  28,  1759  :  "  This  is  the  prettiest  match  in  the  world,  and  every  body  likes  it  but 
the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  and  Lord  Coventry.  What  an  extraordinary  fate  is  attached 
to  these  two  women !  Who  could  have  believed  that  a  Gunning  would  unite  the  two 
great  houses  of  Campbell  and  Hamilton."  February  25  :  "  If  her  fortune  is  singular,  so 
is  her  merit ;  such  uncommon  noise  as  her  beauty  made,  has  not  impaired  the  modesty  of 
her  behaviour." 

The  Duke  of  Bridgewater  had  made  proposals  to  her  before  her  engagement  to  Colonel 
Campbell ;  but  the  affair  had  been  broken  off,  in  consequence,  as  was  said,  of  his  attempting 
to  impose  certain  restrictions  on  her  intercourse  with  her  sister,  Lady  Coventry.  To  this 
disappointment,  England  is  said  to  have  been  indirectly  indebted  for  the  vast  improve- 
ments of  her  inland  navigation,  effected  by  that  remarkable  man.  Averse  to  beholding 
the  object  of  his  affections  in  the  possession  of  another,  he  retired  in  disgust  from  the 
world  of  London,  and  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  those  useful  and  public-spirited 
schemes,  the  extraordinary  success  of  which  has  rendered  his  name  so  celebrated. 

-  Mr.  Mure's  colleague  in  the  guardianship  of  the  young  Duke. 
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cxcvn. 

MR.  STUART  MACKENZIE,  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL,  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  August  28,  1766. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  yesterday  kissed  His  Majesty's  hand  on  my  being  reinstated  in 

the  office  of  Privy  Seal.     I  am  very  happy  in  having  no  concern  with 

my  former  Department  of  the  Affairs  of  Scotland.      I  shall  write  to 

you  soon  again  on  these  matters,  but  have  neither  time  nor  inclination 

to  do  it  upon  this  occasion.      I  have  a  letter  from  my  friend,  Captain 

Lockart  Ross, 1  wherein  he  says,  concerning  Clydesdale,  that  he  applied 

last  winter  to  the  Duchess  of  Hamilton  for  that  family  interest  at  the 

next  election,  in  case  none  of  them  should  stand ;  that  she  answered 

him,  that  they  had  not  yet  come  to  any  determination,  but  that  it 

would  be  settled  with  the  Tutors  this  summer ;  and  in  case  none  of  the 

family  stood,  she  gave  the  Captain  reason  to  hope  for  her   Grace's 

countenance.     Of  these  steps  he  tells  me  he  informed  you  when  at 

Edinburgh  ;  and  as  his  friends  in  that  county  now  press  him  much  to 

come  to  a  determination,  (as  Shawfield 2  has  been  going  the  round  of 

the  county,)  he  is  most  desirous  of  knowing  the  resolution  of  you 

Tutors,  &c.  of  Duke  Hamilton.    I  wish,  therefore,  you  would  write  to 

him  upon  this  subject,  (he  is  at  Balnagown  in  Rosshire,)  and  I  make 

no  doubt  you  will  give  him  every  assistance  in  your  power.     He  well 

deserves  it  at  our  hands,  for  he  has  constantly  acted  a  firm  honourable 

part  towards  my  brother  and  me,  with  the  warmest  attachment  to  us 

all  along.     Pray  write  to  him  soon.     You  shall  hear  from  me  again 


before  it  be  long. 


Yours  sincerely. 


1  Afterwards  Sir  John  Lockhart  Ross.     See  Note  to  No.  m. 

2  Daniel  Campbell,  Esq.  of  Shawfield. 

VOL.  II.  *M 
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cxcvm. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Sudbrook,  Surry,  September  3,  1766. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  our  friend  Mr.  Crawford's  going  down, 
to  write  you  a  few  lines,  in  addition  to  what  I  told  you  in  my  last  of 
the  28th  past.  The  situation  of  things  at  this  time  is  this:  Lord 
Chatham  is  every  thing.  Between  my  brother  and  him  there  is  no 
sort  of  intercourse :  my  being  restored  to  my  late  office  was  solely 
and  entirely  the  King's  own  act,  and  I  have  heard  it  whispered  that 
some  of  the  new  ones  even  disclaim  their  having  any  thing  to  do  in  it, 
—  saying  it  was  an  affair  of  the  King's  own  honour,  in  which  they 
could  not  interfere.  You  see  that  none  of  our  friends  are  brought 
forward  where  these  new  people  might  be  supposed  to  act;  Lord 
Northumberland,  Lord  Despencer,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton1,  remain 
where  they  were ;  tho'  I  should  think  the  two  former  will  be  brought 
forward  by  and  bye,  and  possibily  the  new  Peer 2  may  look  a  little 
more  our  way  than  he  has  done  hitherto.  Some  days  before  I  kissed 
the  King's  hand  for  the  Privy  Seal,  I  had  a  private  audience  in  the 
closet.  In  the  antichamber,  next  the  closet,  I  met  with  Lord  Chat- 
ham, who  came  forward  to  me  very  civilly,  and  spoke  to  me ;  but,  as 
he  has  the  gout,  I  have  not  seen  him  since.  When  I  kissed  his 
Majesty's  hand,  the  two  Secretaries  of  State,  the  new  Chancellor,3  and 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  were  all  very  civil  to  me,  but  especially  the  latter, 
who  seemed,  upon  that  and  other  two  occasions  since,  to  wish  to  show 
me  particular  attention.  All  this,  you  see,  is  mere  outside  work  for  the 
present ;  however,  it  may  lead  to  more  hereafter,  which  time  only  can 
discover.  The  occasion  of  the  change  was  some  dispatches  that  had  been 
settled  in  Council  to  be  sent  to  America,  and  Lord  Northington  (now 

1  Afterwards  Lord  Grantly. 

2  Lord  Chatham. 

3  Lord  Camden. 
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President  of  the  Council,)  had  made  some  alterations  in  them  which  had  1766. 
been  agreed  to  by  all  present ;    tho'  afterwards  they  thought  proper  to 
depart  from  those  amendments  ;  at  which  he  (when  he  found  it  out,)  was 
excessively  angry,  and  having,  besides,  other  causes  of  displeasure  against 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord  Rockingham,  Lord  Winchelsea,  &c.  he 

went  into  the ,  and  told  His  Majesty  that  in  this  manner  it  was 

impossible  his  business  could  be  carried  on,  and  that,  if  these  continued  in, 
he  begged  leave  to  resign  the  Great  Seal,  for  be  could  act  no  longer  with 
them ;  and  advised  His  Majesty  at  the  same  time  to  allow  him  to  write  to 
Mr.  Pitt  to  come  up  directly, — all  which  was  carried  into  execution.  What 
followed  you  know,  as  all  the  world  are  apprised  of  it.4  My  brother,  who 
did  not  even  know,  and,  what  is  more,  did  not  believe,  when  he  heard  it, 
tbat  Mr.  Pitt  was  sent  for,  has,  according  to  custom,  been  accused  of 
being  the  author  of  the  change,  &c.  &c.  &c. ;  but  I  suppose  this 
accusation,  like  many  others  that  have  been  brought  against  him,  will 
shortly  lose  all  credit,  tho'  my  being  restored  may,  with  many  ignorant 
people,  tend  to  confirm  the  report,  at  least  for  a  time.  My  friend,  Mr. 
Townshend,5  does  not  seem  much  pleased  with  Lord  Chatham's  conduct 
towards  him  ;  indeed  he  has  not  much  reason  ;  and  had  not  the  King 
been  desirous  that  he  should  be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  would 
not  have  accepted  it.  I  think  I  have  now  told  you  all  I  had  to  com- 
municate to  you  on  these  subjects ;  so  adieu,  dear  Baron. 

When  you  write  to  me,  (if  you  have  not  a  frank,)  put  your  letter 
under  cover,  directed  thus  : — 

"  To  George  Pitt,  Esq.,  M.P. 
"  Half  Moon  Street, 
"  Piccadilly. 

"  London." 

In  my  last,  I  hinted  something  to  you  which  you  had  formerly  talked 
to  me  of — I  mean  Lord  Milton  resigning  his  gown.  Do  write  to  me 
about  this,  in  such  couched  terms   as  that  I  shall  understand  it,   and 

4  Viz.  The  formation  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  ministry. 

5  The  celebrated  Charles  Townsend. 
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176G.  others  not,  if  they  should  peruse  it.  I  want  to  know  what  the  propo- 
sition then  was,  that  in  case  I  should  be  able  to  do  any  thing,  either 
now  or  some  time  hence,  I  may  know  what  to  propose,  if  a  favourable 
opportunity  should  offer  for  my  interfering  in  a  business  of  that  kind ; 
but  not  a  word,  I  beg,  to  any  body,  of  my  having  drop'd  this  to  you. 


CXCIX. 

SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE,  BART.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

N.  Berwick,  Oct.  15,  1766. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

Under  age,  infirmitys,  and  entanglements,  I  am  attacked  in  my 
burghs  by  Lord  Lauderdale,  and  in  the  county  by  Sir  George  Suttie,1 
my  cousin  german,  who,  unfortunately  for  me,  has  the  President's  sister- 
in-law2  the  partner  of  his  love.  As  for  Lauderdale,  (as  I  dare  not  enter 
into  a  controversy  of  burrows  at  present,  on  account  of  my  engagements 
with  you  Hamilton  tutors,)  I  have  set  up  a  friend,  who  I  can  answer 
for  being  a  good  man,  and  with  my  assistance  will  do  for  Lauderdale. 
Some  people  want  to  be  Ministers  for  this  country.  I  do  not  know 
who ;  but  every  man  has  his  wishes.  I  should  like  to  see  the  trees  you 
have  planted  flourish  and  thrive  before  your  house.  I  think  I  have 
some  little  claim  on  your  friendship  from  the  earlyest  acquaintance,  and 
therefore  venture  to  petition  you  to  speak  to  your  friend,  Mr.  Robert 
Hepburn,  in  my  favour.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  related  to  him  by  his 
mother.  He  is  your  nearer  connexion.  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Wishaw3  is 
your  acquaintance  and  neighbour ;  he  is  likewise  my  relation,  but  I  have 
not  the  honour  of  knowing  him,  tho'  I  have  ventured  to  write   to  him, 

1  Sir  George  Suttie  was  elected,  viz.  for  Haddingtonshire. 

2  The  dowager  Countess  of  Hynclford,  daughter  of  Lord  Preston -Grange,  and  sister  of 
Lord  President  Dundas's  second  wife. 

3  Grandfather  of  the  present  Lord  Belhaven. 
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and  solicit  his  interest.     I  am  sure,  if  Sir  James  Hamilton  were  alive,  1766. 
my  request  would  not  be  in  vain.     If  you  think  it  proper  to  speak  to 
him  in  my  favour,  it  will  he  an  obligation  conferred  on, 
Dear  Baron, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Hew  Dalrtmple. 


cc. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Nov.  22,  1766. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  had  yours  of  the  17th  yesterday,  and  have  learned  this  morning 
accidentally  that  Captain  W.1  a  near  relation  of  Mr.  Fleming's,2  will 
probably  succeed  to  his  (Fleming's)  office.  It  seems  he  and  his  relations 
had  made  some  agreement  for  his  coming  into  the  office  last  year,  but 
Lord  Rockingham,  hearing  something  of  a  money  bargain,  would  not 
allow  it,  and  so  it  dropped. 

Now  to  your  former  letter  from  Hamilton,  wherein  you  tell  me 
that,  if  I  do  not  interfere  in  so  very  strong  a  manner  as  to  prevail  upon 
Captain  Ross3  (a  gentleman  of  considerable  fortune  and  many  friends  in 
Clydesdale,)  to  drop  his  pretensions  for  that  county,  it  will  be  looked  upon 
as  an  act  of  hostility  in  me  against  the  Hamilton  and  Argyle  families; 
that  is  to  say,  that,  if  I  do  not  take  such  a  sort  of  step  as  the  warmest 
friendship  for  the  persons  concerned,  and  the  most  thorough  confidence 
in  their  attachment  to  me,  might  perhaps,  at  a  very  delicate  crisis,  induce 
me  to  do,  if  1  do  not  take  such  a  step  as  this  for  people  who,  I  may  at 
least  say,  have  no  great  attachment  to  me  or  my  friends — why,  then,  what  ? 

1  Wood. 

2  Of  Barochan.     He  held  an  important  office  in  the  Customs  at  Greenock. 

3  See  Nos.  exevn.  cci.  and  ethers. 
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1 766.  Why,  it  is  to  be  looked  upon  by  tbem  as  an  overt  act  of  hostility.  If  this  be 
your  Hamilton  way  of  reasoning,  in  God's  name  let  them  take  it  as  they  like; 
for  'tis  indifferent  to  me,  and  supremely  so  to  those  I  am  most  connected 
with.  But,  to  shew  you  how  strangely  founded  your  reasoning  is, 
let  me  inform  you  that  I  have  never  wrote  a  word  to  Captain  Ross  by 
way  of  inducing  him  to  stand  for  that  county.  I  have  no  concern  in  it 
as  a  private  man ;  and,  as  a  publick  one,  I  thank  God !  I  am  neither 
concerned  there,  nor  any  where  else.  I  warmly  applied  to  the  Duke  of 
Queensberry  to  prevail  on  Lord  March  to  give  Balnagown  his  borough 
of  Peebles;  which,  at  His  Grace's  desire  (and  at  that  only,  mark  that,) 
Lord  March  did.  I  did  this  out  of  private  regard  for  my  friend  Captain 
Ross,  who  is  also  one  of  my  voters  ;  if  afterwards  he  had  a  mind  to  stand 
for  Clydesdale,  and  for  ten  counties  and  boroughs  more,  it  was  not  my 
affair,  nor  did  I  concern  myself  at  all  with  it  by  way  of  inducing  him  to 
stand.  After  telling  you  this,  pray  let  me  know  how  my  conduct,  Avhich 
is  certainly  most  inoffensive  in  this  business,  can  be  construed  into  an  act 
of  hostility  against  any  man,  or  men,  upon  earth  ?  This  is  the  state  of 
the  case  hitherto.  What  part,  if  any,  I  may  take  in  it  hereafter,  I  do 
not  yet  say, — so  much  for  that  business. 

I  hear  the  Commissioners  of  Annexed  forfeited  Estates  are  just  now 
planning  the  turning  out  Small,  the  Factor,  out  of  the  Rannoch  Estate  ; 
which  I  think  is  very  consistent  with  their  general  conduct ;  viz.  to  turn 
out  the  only  one  factor  who  has  in  reality  done  any  thing  towards  the 
improvement  of  those  estates,  since  the  Board  was  constituted.  Adieu, 
Dear  Baron.  Yours  sincerely. 


CCI. 

PATRICK  CRAWFORD,  ESQ.  M.P.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

December  G,  1766. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  believe  Sir  Michael '  has  passed  a  signature  of  his  whole  estate : 

1  Sir  Michael  Stewart  of  Ardp'owan. 
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pray  what  number  of  votes  can  he  make  ?  I  am  not  sure  if  any  addi-  1766. 
tional  Commissioners  of  Supply  can  be  made,  but  you  may  send  me  up 
your  list,  and  I  shall  enquire,  and  try  what  can  be  done.  Lord  Napier 
might  possibly  have  some  influence  with  Blackstone.2  You  once  hinted  it. 
I  have  reason  to  hope,  by  Jack's3  means  with  Duke  of  Grafton,  I  may  have 
the  disposal  of  all  small  offices  that  fall  within  the  county,  or  to  facilitate 
any  reasonable  demand,  as  I  wish  to  support  the  King's  measures,  and 
the  present  Administration.  Tho'  I  have  no  hint  from  a  certain  quarter,  I 
judge  my  own  situation  requires  my  doing  so,  if  I  can  do  it  with 
satisfaction. 

The  Bedford  treaty  is  entirely  broke  off,  and  Lord  Chatham  seems 
rather  to  have  gained  than  lost  by  that,  as  it  has  destroyed  confidence 
and  connections,  and  Lord  Chatham  has  only  to  pick  out  of  all  parties 
whom  he  pleases  to  support,  and  still  to  disunite  parties  more. 

The  changes  you  have  seen  in  the  papers.  The  last  spoken  of  are 
Lords  Hillsborough  andDe  Spencer,  Postmasters;  Mr.  Stanley,  Cofferer; 
Duke  of  Bolton,  Governor  of  Isle  of  Wight ;  and  some  others  I  forgett. 
Opposition  are  not  satisfied  with  the  bill  of  indemnity,  but  try  to  inflame, 
upon  some  unconstitutional  opinions  that  were  thrown  out  in  the  House 
of  Peers,  and  a  little  breathed  in  ours,  tho'  retracted  and  disavowed,  and 
tho'  the  indemnity  answers  to  preserve  the  constitution  and  Parliament  in 
its  full  rights  and  powers.  We  had  a  division  against  committing  the  bill. 
It  was  carry'd  to  commit — 166  against  46  ;  but  is  to  be  debated  again 
on  the  report  on  Monday.  Believe  me  always, 
Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours,  &c. 

P.  c. 

1  forgott  to  tell  you  that  it's  generally  thought  here  that,  if  Captain 
Lockhart   continues   to  stand  for  the    county,   the   Hamilton  interest 

2  Mr.  Napier  of  Blackstone. 

3  His  son.     See  Note  to  No.  ccxxvm. 
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1766.  will  not  be  able  to  carry  tbeir  present  candidate,  Colonel  Steuart,4  but 
must  adopt  and  join  Shawfield,  or  some  person  of  interest  not  to  be 
baffled.  Consider  this  well,  and  doe  not  give  your  friends  here  too  much 
reason  to  hope  success  unless  you  are  sure,  because  I  find  much  will 
depend  on  your  opinion,  and  that  Ministry  are  more  inclined  to  humour 
Shawfield  than  any  other  plan  ;  and,  with  this  view,  I  have  guarded  my 
friends  that  they  may  not  engage,  but  transfer,  as  you  judge  most  for  the 
Hamilton  interest.  Adieu. 


CCII. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  December  11,  1766. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  post,  and  now  chiefly  to  cover  the  inclosed  from 
Mr.  Spiers;  pray  if  possible  contrive  to  get  the  vote  to  Mr.  A.  C.  properly 
settled. 

My  son  James  is  made  Equery  to  the  Queen,  entirely  by  General 
Graham's1  interest,  without  my  making  any  application  to  any  other 
person  whatever;  which  makes  it  very  agreable  to  me,  and  I  owe  the 
obligation  to  him,  for  which  I  hope  both  I  and  my  son  will  be  ever 
gratefull. 

There  was  a  long  debate  yesterday  in  House  of  Peers  on  the  Indemnity 
Bill,  but  no  division.  The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Northington  made 
a  sort  of  defence  of  their  operations,  as  did  Lord  Chatham  too,  by 
softening  what  they  had  said ;  but  Lord  Mansfield,  who  stood  on  the 
legal  ground,  lashed  them  all  severely,  and  acted  with  more  spirit  in  his 
replyes  than  he  had  ever  done,  by  showing  the  inconsistency  of  their 
former  opinions  and  conduct ;  more  changes  are  talked  of.  Adieu. 
Yours,  P.  C. 

4  Colonel  Stuart  resigned  his  eandidateship  in  favour  of  his  brother  Andrew,  who  was 
beaten  by  Captain  Ross  Lockhart  at  the  General  Election  in  1768. 
1   See  ex.  Note  6. 
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CCIII. 

LORD  BARRINGTON  TO  SIR  JAMES  STUART  OF  COLTNESS. 

Cavendish  Square,  Dee.  11,  1766. 

I  have  not  time  at  present,  my  dear  friend,  to  answer  your  letters  as 
I  ought,  but  will  not  delay  informing  you  that  the  Dutchess  of  Hamilton 
and  I  have  had  several  conversations  on  your  subject ;  that  she  has  re- 
commended you  to  General  Conway,  and  refer'd  him  to  me ;  that  I  have 
just  now  had  a  conversation  with  him,  and  that  he  has  undertaken  to 
present  your  petition  to  the  King.  I  have  proposed  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  present  Justice  Clerk1  (who  is  very  much  your  friend,) 
and  his  Court,  which  I  believe  will  be  done.  In  short,  I  have  the  plea- 
sure to  see  a  fair  prospect  of  success  in  that  very  plan  which  I  could  not 
bring  about  with  Lord  Sandwich.  I  will  acquaint  you  with  what  farther 
happens  in  this  business,  which  I  have  not  less  at  heart  than  you. 
I  am,  in  great  haste,  but  greater  affection, 
Dear  Sir, 

Most  faithfully  yours, 

Barrington. 


CCIV. 

SIR  JAMES  STUART  OF  COLTNESS  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Coltness,  Dec.  18,  1766. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  have  a  letter  of  the  11th  from  Lord  Barrington,  who  has,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Dutchess's  good  offices,  prevail'd  with  General  Conway 

1  Sir  Thomas  Miller.     See  No.  m.  and  Note. 
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1766.  to  present  my  petition  to  the  King,  a  thing  I  have  never  been  able  to 
obtain.  Lord  Barrington  says  that  he  has  proposed  to  have  the  affair 
referred  to  the  Justice  Clerk  and  his  Court,  and  reckons  much  upon  the 
Justice  Clerk's  friendship  for  me.  Now,  my  dear  Baron,  the  affair  seems 
to  be  in  an  excellent  train :  it  will  depend  much  upon  you  to  inspire  the 
Justice  Clerk  with  a  true  spirit  of  humanity ;  and  the  plain  dictates  of 
common  sense  upon  this  occasion,  I  think,  forbid  his  considering  as  a 
matter  of  importance  to  the  state  whether  a  man,  who  has  done  as  much 
as  I  have  done  to  obtain  a  favour  of  that  kind,  should,  after  twenty -one 
years'  exile,  be  restored  to  the  liberties  of  a  subject.  If  his  report  be 
spirited  and  friendly,  I  have  little  doubt  but  all  will  go  right.  Celerity 
is  a  great  matter  :  so  soon  as  the  reference  comes,  the  answer  should  be 
ready,  but  made  without  delay,  that  nothing  may  transpire  in  this  part 
of  the  country  so  as  to  furnish  an  occasion  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way. 
If  the  Justice  Clerk  shall  treat  the  thing  as  a  matter  of  no  political  con- 
sequence, but  merely  as  a  piece  of  form  requisite  for  the  King's  exerting 
an  act  of  clemency,  (which  undoubtedly  Mr.  Conway  thinks  proper, 
otherways  he  never  would  have  undertaken  to  present  the  petition,)  his 
brethern  upon  that  Bench  (in  case  he  thinks  it  proper  to  consult  them.) 
will,  I  am  perswaded,  suggest  no  obstacle  :  and,  if  such  a  consultation  is 
to  be  held,  I  hope  you  will  take  care  that  my  good  friend1  at  Hawk-hill 
shall  be  present ;  his  authority  and  manly  spirit  will  be  of  great  use  on 
such  an  occasion. 

I  send  you  enclosed  Lord  Barrington's  letter  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  of  use. 
My  love  to  all  the  family,  and  kindest  compliments  to  Mr.  Rouet ; 
and  believe  me  ever 

Yours,  while 

Ja.   Steitart. 


1  Lord  Alemoor,  of  the  Court  of  Session. 
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CCV. 
THE  MARQUIS  OF  LORNE1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Dec.  27,  1766. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  there  are  very  few  whose  friendship  I  set  a  higher  value  upon 
than  yours,  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  your  very  kind  attention, 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  honour  his  Majesty  has  heen  pleased  lately  to 
confer  on  me.  I  shall  be  always  happy  when  I  reflect  upon  our  last 
conversation,  as  it  convinced  me  that  I  had  your  sincere  good  wishes  for 
what  I  have  now  obtained.  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  in  the  spring,  at  London,  when  you  will  find  me  in  the  same  dispo- 
sitions as  when  we  last  conversed  together ;  always  happy  to  cultivate 
your  friendship,  and  to  testify  the  respect  and  regard  I  always  had  for 
your  friends,2  tho',  I  confess,  1  thought  myself  undervalued  by  them. 
The  Dutchess  joins  me  in  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  sincere  regard  and  esteem, 

Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

Lorne. 


CCVI. 

DUCHESS  OF  HAMILTON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

January  12,  1767. 
I  am  very  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you  that  Sir 

1  Afterwards  (in  1770)  Duke  of  Argyll ;  father  of  the  late  and  present  Dukes  ;  a  most 
amiable  and  public-spirited  nobleman.  On  the  19th  of  this  month,  he  had  been  created  a 
British  Peer,  as  Baron  Sundridge.     He  died  in  1806,  aged  eighty-two. 

2  Lord  Bute,  &c. 
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1767.  James  Stuart's  affair1  is  in  a  good  way.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  has  been 
done  directly  as  Sir  James  wished,  but  I  can't  doubt  of  its  being  finished 
to  his  satisfaction.  When  I  can  see  Mr.  Conway,  to  know  the  particu- 
lars, I  will  write  to  you  again,  if  there  should  be  any  thing  necessary  for 
Sir  James's  friends  to  do. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to   Mrs.  Mure,  and  am,  with  great  regard, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

E.  Hamilton. 


CCVII. 

MR.  ROUET  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Jan.  27  [1767]. 
My  good  Friend, 

1  have  delayed  giving  you  some  accounts  of  myself,  still  expecting 
that  I  should  be  able  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  public  at  the  same 
time.  I  have  had  a  very  tedious  journey  to  this  place,  amidst  snow  and 
storms.  I  was  twelve  days  on  the  road,  not  indeed  always  attempting  to 
gett  forward,  for  I  staid  four  days  at  Newcastle,  and  three  at  Newark, 
the  roads  being  quite  impassable  for  any  carriage,  and  was  at  last  obliged 
to  make  some  stages  on  horseback. 

There  has  been  no  kind  of  political  funn  here  till  yesterday,  when  the 
Estimate  for  the  Ariny  was  given  in  by  Lord  Barrington.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  objected  to  a  sum  above  400,000<£  being  stated  to  this  country,  in 
order  to  support  and  defend  countrys  who  deny'd  we  had  a  right  to  tax 
them.  He  insisted,  at  great  length,  upon  the  propriety  of  his  Stamp 
Act,  and  the  folly  of  having  repealed  it.  He  ended  with  a  motion:  that 
this  sum  should  be  raised  by  all  the  Colonys  for  whose  protection  the 
burthen  was  incurred ;  saying,  it  must  ever  appear  the  greatest  absurdity 
for  a  nation,  so  exhausted  as  this  is,  to  lay  an  additional  shilling  on  the 

1  The  negotiation  relative  to  his  pardon. 
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pound  land  tax,  (which  is  very  nearly  the  case,)  upon  the  landed  interest  1767. 
of  Great  Britain,  to  support  and  defend  countrys  who,  in  a  manner,  deny 
our  sovereignty  over  them.  Charles  Townsend  in  a  manner  admitted 
the  whole  of  his  reasoning,  allowing  the  validity  of  his  principles,  but 
confined  his  opposition  merely  to  the  ill-timeing  of  such  a  proposal ; 
adding,  that  the  services  were  already  performed,  and  the  expenses  al- 
ready incurred,  and  therefore  the  individuals  must  not  be  abandoned. 
Mr.  Grenville  had  painted,  in  pretty  lively  colours,  the  late  Greate 
Commoner,  and  now  Little  Peer,  that  this  country  never  acknowledged 
Prime  Minister ;  but  had  constitutionally  supposed  that  every  minister 
was  legally  answerable  for  every  part  of  publick  business  to  which  he 
officially  sett  his  name ;  but  at  present  there  seemed  to  prevail  such  a 
servility  in  all  the  different  departments  of  Government,  that  the  wisest 
persons  did  not  know  where  a  constitutional  responsibility  ought  to  be 
expected.  Charles  Townsend,  upon  this  reflection,  deny'd  that  he  fell 
under  this  description;  began  to  show  the  consistency  of  his  conduct, 
from  his  hearty  approbation  of  the  last  peace,  which  had  saved  his 
country  from  certain  destruction  ;  approved  of  our  taxing  the  Colonies, 
so  as  to  provide  for  their  own  safety  and  preservation ;  called  the 
distinction  made  use  of  last  year,  betwixt  internal  and  external 
taxes,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  absurd  and  ridiculous;  and  ended  with  pledging 
himself  and  the  House,  that,  even  during  the  Session,  he  would  pro- 
pose a  bill,  by  which  the  Colonys  should  be  taxed  conformable  to  their 
abilities,  in  a  manner  that  should  be  least  burdensome  and  most  effica- 
cious. There  was,  however,  a  division  upon  Mr.  Grenville's  amendment. 
The  minority  was  1  think  35,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  the  Bedford 
party.  I  saw  no  Caledonian  but  Mr.  W — ms;1  many  went  away.  The 
report  was  made  this  day,  when  we  had  pretty  much  the  same  things 
thrown  out  by  both  sides.  Upon  the  whole,  things  seem  to  be  upon  a 
very  tottering  condition,  till  the  greate  man  return  from  Bath,  and  then 
we  may  expect  an  opposition  in  good  earnest ;  for  most  people  think 
the  yoke  already  galls  the  highest  who  carry  it,  as  he  cares  to  consult 

1  The  Honourable  James  Wemyss  of  Wqmv^s,  Member  for  Fifeshire. 
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1767.  with  none,  but  letts  them  guess  at  his  intentions  through  the  blundering 
Beckford.  I  am  afraid  of  losing  the  post,  so  must  wish  you  good  night. 
Best  wishes  to  all  the  family  and  friends,  and  I  am  always,  &c. 

W.  R. 

I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Rose  yet,  but  have  wrote  to  him,  and  will  let 
you  know  what  passes. 


CCVIII. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Feb.  10,  1767. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  delayed  answering  your  last  letter  till  I  should  see  Mr.  Rose;, 
which  was  only  yesterday,  as  his  attendance  is  pretty  close  after  the  last 
vacation.  We  have  canvassed  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  both  of  us 
entirely  agree  in  thinking  any  tutor  at  a  private  academy,  not  only  a 
needless  and  useless  expense,  (of  near  £70  per  annum,)  but  even,  in 
many  particulars,  disadvantageous  to  your  sons.  It  always  makes  a 
divided  authority,  where  one  may  perhaps  blame  and  censure  the  conduct 
of  the  other.  It  may  also  occasion  disputes  about  the  method  of  edu- 
cation, which  can  serve  no  good  purpose.  I  have  been  at  some  pains  to 
inquire  about  the  practice  of  even  the  great  schools,  such  as  Eton  and  West- 
minster, and  find  not  above  four  or  five  boys  have  ever  had  private  tutors, 
independent  of  the  ushers  to  these  schools,  and  almost  all  these  instances 
are  Scotsmen.  I  find  not  a  single  instance  of  any  private  tutor  at 
any  of  the  academies  round  London.  Even  this  Duke  of  Devonshire 
has  none,  at  Dr.  Newcombe's  academy  at  Hackney ;  and,  indeed,  it 
appears  quite  absurd,  for  the  boys  are  every  day  seven  hours  in  the 
publick  school,  and  then  entirely  under  the  absolute  direction  of  the 
master  and  ushers  in  every  part  of  their  education.  If  you  add  to  these 
hours  the  time  which  may  be  spent  in  learning  drawing,   fencing,  and 
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dancing,  there  will  remain  little  enough  for  the  boys  to  take  proper  1767. 
exercise.  Besides,  this  unusual  distinction  naturally  makes  boys  vain 
and  arrogant,  as  if  they  were  above  the  others ;  occasions  disputes,  and, 
in  many  particulars,  prevents  those  advantages  which  accrue  from  the 
public  education,  which  putts  every  one  exactly  upon  a  level  with  the 
others,  and  encourages  the  boys  to  form  intimacys  and  connexions, 
which  are  prevented,  if  these  hours  are  to  be  spent  with  a  tutor ;  and 
these  are  the  only  possible  hours  they  can  be  suppposed  to  spend 
together.  As  to  your  anxiety  of  parents  at  a  distance,  this  can  easily 
be  made  up  by  a  weekly  letter  writt  to  the  parents,  either  by  the  boys 
or  their  master.  This,  he  tells  me,  he  has  been  obliged  to  do  to  some 
parents  at  particular  times.  He  says,  he  never  had  a  boy  with  a  private 
tutor  at  his  academy,  excepting  George  Ross's  son,  now  at  Edinburgh, 
occasioned  partly  by  the  vanity,  and  partly  by  the  fondness  of  the 
mother ;  but  he  found  it  so  entirely  useless,  and  quite  improper  for  his 
son,  that  he  only  continued  it  one  year  with  him. 

There  is  not  a  word  of  news.  The  great  man1  is  to  leave  Bath  this 
day,  and,  as  he  persists  in  travelling  with  his  own  horses,  cannot  arrive 
before  Thursday.  This,  however,  may  still  be  put  off.  The  treaty  with 
the  East  India  Company  is  entirely  suspended  till  his  arrival.  The  grand 
cause  which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  the  City  and  the  Dissenters, 
about  serving  Sheriffs,  was  decided  in  a  very  solemn  manner  last  week. 
All  the  Judges  being  summoned,  delivered  their  opinions  seriatim.  Only 
two  spoke  for  the  City.  Lord  Mansfield,  at  the  close  of  the  second  day. 
resumed,  in  his  masterly  manner,  the  argument  on  both  sides,  and  con- 
cluded in  favour  of  the  Dissenters,  both  upon  the  grand  principles  of 
toleration  in  matters  of  conscience,  and  agreeable  to  the  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  they  now  stand.  Several  Bishops,  'twas  believed,  had  prepared 
speeches  on  the  other  side,  and  every  body  thought  the  Lords  would  have 
divided  as  the  Judges  had  done ;  but  force  of  argument,  enforced  by  that 
matchless  eloquence,  left  them  all  aghast  and  speechless ;  and,  after  a 
short  pause,  almost  the  whole  House  cryed  out,  Agreed,  agreed ! 

1  Lord  Chatham. 
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1767.  That  great  man  actually  makes  the  Chancellor2  look  like  a  school  hoy, 
since  the  clay  that  he  mumbled  both  him  and  his  predecessor3  upon  the 
grand  question  about  the  dispensing  power  of  the  King. 

Poor  Lady  Fortrose  is  dead,  after  long  lingering.  Many  blame  the 
use  of  paint   soon  after  her  lying   in.     The  scandalous  chronicle  says 

Lady  Wal vc*  is  brought  to  bed  at  Windsor :  the  father  is  easily 

guessed,  and  a  marriage  is  pretended.  I  have  seen  often  my  new  neigh- 
bours, Lord  Lome,  and  brother.  They  are  vastly  polite,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  be  happy  together.  I  find  they  are  now  linked  with  your  friend 
Bute  and  his  brother.  I  had  a  particular  proof  of  this.  Pray  tell  my 
nephew  that  he  is  now  rector  of  Saxham,5  old  French  having  at  last 
departed. 

There  are  many  squibs  thrown  out  against  our  friend  the  philosopher, 
David  Hume ;  but  so  scurrilous  or  silly,  that  I  did  not  think  they  were 
worth  sending  him.  Tell  him,  however,  this  fact — that  a  certain  lady, 
of  very  high  rank  and  distinction,  parted  with  child  last  week,  and  told 
Sir  John  Pringle,6  that  this  was  entirely  owing  to  the  brusquerie  of  a 
puppy  at  her  table,  throwing  out  some  impertinent  reflections  against 
Mr.  Hume,  and  in  favour  of  R.7  This  he  told  me  as  a  truth;  and, 
indeed,  'tis  literally  true.  What  misfortunes  do  these  disputes  among 
philosophers  involve  poor  mortals  in  !     Cardross8  does  not  go  to  Spain, 

2  Lord  Camden. 

3  Lord  Northington. 

4  Waldegrave.     See  Note  5  to  No.  cxci. 

5  Mr.  Hutchinson  Mure's  place  in  Suffolk. 
5  President  of  the  Koyal  Society. 

"  Rousseau. 

8  Lord  Cardross,  afterwards  Earl  of  Buchan,  a  relative  of  the  Baion.  See  Note  to 
No.  Lxvm. 

This  account  seems  more  probable,  if  not  perhaps  moretrue,  than  that  given  byother  gos- 
sips of  the  day,  that  his  Lordship  declined  serving  under  Sir  James  Gray,  British  Minister 
at  Madrid,  as  being  a  person  of  inferior  rank ;  a  reason  which,  if  valid  at  all,  would  go 
far  to  exclude  young  noblemen  from  all  active  professions.  The  matter  is  discussed  by 
Dr.  Johnson,  (Life,  Vol.  m.  p.  211,  Edit11-  1835,)  who,  with  his  usual  love  of  paradox, 
defends  Lord  Cardross's  supposed  view.    His  Lordship,  indeed,  though  distinguished  both 
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because  of  the  bad  state  of  his  father's  health.     I  heard  he  had  gott  a  1767. 
pension  of  1200<£  a  year  for  life,  but  do  not  believe  it.     I  have  great 
reason  to  think  we  shall  have  some  good  news  about  our  friend  Sir  James 

Stuart  soon.    If  you  hear  any  thing  about  the  H n  family,  pray  write 

it  to  me.     The  town  is  full  of  a  marriage  betwixt  Lord  Bristol  and  Lady 
Susan  Stuart.     Always  your  friend,  W.  R. 


CCIX. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Feb.  10,  1767. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  believe  you'll  have  a  woefull  opinion  of  me,  of  late,  as  a  correspond- 
ent, for  one  odd  thing  or  another  has  always  come  in  the  way  when  I 
meant  to  write  to  you.  However,  I  have  but  little,  even  now,  to  say  to 
you. 

We  have  lately  heard  here  of  an  extraordinary  sort  of  riot  and  devas- 
tation committed  at  the  Play  House  at  Edinburgh  by  the  Students  of  the 
College,  which  does  not,  in  our  eyes,  reflect  much  honor  on  those  young 
people,  but  very  far  otherwise ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  those  I  am 
most  concerned  in — my  nephew  James  and  Lord  Algernon  Percy — were 
associated  with  people  who  were  capable  of  acting,  I  will  not  say  so  unlike 
the  character  of  gentlemen,  but  so  unlike  that  of  men.  However,  as  we 
hear  that  precognitions  of  the  matter  are  now  taking,  and  that  this  affair 
will  be  brought  (as  it  ought  to  be  in  every  country  where  laws  and  go- 

for  talents  and  accomplishments,  was  of  a  somewhat  wayward,  flighty  character,  incompa- 
tible, probably,  with  his  following  out  steadily  any  career  of  professional  duty.  He  was, 
however,  the  author  of  several  ingenious  works.  In  later  life,  he  resided  chiefly  in  Edin- 
burgh, where  his  habitual  evening  haunt  was  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mure,  the  Baron's  widow  ; 
and  the  compiler  remembers,  as  a  boy,  being  both  astonished  and  amused  by  the  lively 
singularity  of  his  conversation  and  manners ;  in  which  respect,  indeed,  his  hostess  was  not 
greatly  overmatched  by  him 
vol.  n.  o 
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1767.  vernment  exist,)  to  a  fair  examination  and  trial,  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
some  composition  for  the  damage  done  might  be  agreed  upon,  thereby  to 
put  an  end  to  a  business  which  every  man  of  a  certain  way  of  thinking 
would  wish  to  forget  that  he  had  been  concerned  in.  My  brother  and  I 
had  some  conversation  on  this  subject  to-day,  when  we  settled  that  I  should 
write  to  you  by  this  post,  to  desire  you  would  talk  to  James  and  to  Dr. 
Robertson  about  it,  and  to  see  to  have  his  part  in  this  disagreable  affair 
made  up  on  such  terms  as  may  be  thought  reasonable,  to  prevent  his 
name  from  being  brought  into  question  in  any  court  of  judicature  what- 
ever. You'll  let  us  hear  soon  from  you  on  this  subject.  Adieu,  dear 
Baron. 

Yours  most  sincerely. 


CCX. 

ME.  KOUET  TO  BARON  MURE 

London,  Feb.  21,  [1767.] 
Dear  Baron, 

I  write  you  now,  because  I  promised  it  in  my  last,  else  you  will 
easily  discover  I  might  have  spared  you  and  myself  that  trouble.  Last 
Wednesday  we  had  the  estimates  for  the  army  in  North  America  laid 
before  the  House,  in  which  there  was  a  sum  exceeding  300,000  pounds 
for  the  extraordinarys  of  last  year.  The  particular  disposition  of  the 
troops  at  a  great  distance  from  the  towns,  and  best  cultivated  parts  of 
the  provinces,  the  great  difficulty  and  expences  attending  the  transporta- 
tion of  vivres,  necessarys,  materials,  and  utensils  for  the  forts,  &c,  were 
the  specious  reasons  adduced  to  account  for  so  great  an  expence.  This 
produced  a  motion,  by  way  of  amendment,  from  Mr.  Grenville,  to 
address  the  King  to  give  orders  to  the  proper  officers  to  alter  this  pre- 
sent disposition  of  the  troops  ;  that  they  should  contract  their  posts,  and 
draw  nearer  the  citys  and  centers  of  the  several  provinces.  Long  argu- 
ments were  adduced  to  prove  the  inability  of  this  country  to  furnish  so 
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large  sums  for  a  service  which  solely  tended  to  preserve  and  protect  the  1767. 
colonys ;  and  that,  therefore,  one  of  two  things  must  be  resolved  upon  : 
either  to  contract  the  expenses  by  this  method  or  others,  or  by  obliging 
the  colonys  to  support  some  proportional  part  of  such  expcnces.  Charles 
Townsend  again  adopted  their  principles ;  adding,  he  would  remain, 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  supporting  them  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities. 
Mr.  Secretary  Conway  was  not  quite  so  explicit,  but,  in  a  very  prudent 
and  calm  way,  threw  out  many  doubtful  propositions,  which  were  laid 
hold  of  by  Mr.  Townsend,  and  we  had  a  pretty  smart  but  genteel 
altercation  between  these  two  Ministers.  There  was  a  division  after 
a  debate  which  lasted  till  near  nine,  when  the  majority  was  132  to  67- 
The  House  remained  quite  crowded  till  near  the  division,  when  all  con- 
nected with  the  late  Ministry  went  away,  because  Mr.  Grenville  had 
thrown  out  several  severe  things  against  them,  which  some  of  his  own 
friends  blamed  him  for ;  and  many  think,  if  he  had  avoided  that,  the 
division  would  have  been  very  near.  Bigby  told  the  House,  (being 
provoked  by  Mr.  Onslow,)  that  he  had  repeated  offers  from  the  Admi- 
nistration, but  that  he  had  resolutely  rejected  them  all,  as  disliking  the 
measures  he  must  have  supported ;  that  he  had  equally  avoided  the 
twO  roads  to  power,  by  flattering  and  kissing  the  feet  of  the  idol,  or 
using  such  personal  abusive  language  as  one  gentleman  would  not  suffer 
from  another.  Neither  Onslow  nor  Bane,  however,  offered  to  make 
the  smallest  reply.  Yesterday  was  adjourned,  for  the  second  time,  the 
consideration  of  the  East  India  affairs,  owing  to  Lord  Chatham's  being 
laid  up  with  the  gout  at  Marlborough  these  several  days.  Upon  this 
occasion  many  severe  squibs  were  again  thrown  against  the  Ministry,  as 
being  still  in  leading-strings,  and  in  the  lowest  state  of  servility ;  and 
Beckford,  who  was  the  mover  for  delay,  was  grossly  ridiculed  by  Burk, 
Rigby,  &c.  which  was  like  to  turn  serious.  The  terms  supposed  to  be 
offered  by  the  Directors,  and  accepted,  or  at  least  acquiesced  in,  by 
Messrs.  Conway  &  Townshend,  are  as  follows :  To  give  them  a  pro- 
longation of  their  charter  for  twenty-five  years,  for  which  the  Company 
is  to  pay  immediately  half  a  million ;  the  dividend  to  be  raised  by  the 
proprietors  to  ten  per  cent.,   a  computation  of  the  neat  revenue  arisino- 
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1767.  from  the  conquests  secured  by  the  late  peace  in  India,  computed  at  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  after  deduct- 
ing the  expences  of  the  present  civil  and  military  establishments  in  those 
parts.  This  sum  they  propose  to  divide  equally  with  Government, 
which  you  see  will  yield  (while  things  remain  as  they  are  at  present) 
above  £600,000  per  annum,  which  will  serve  as  a  fund  to  protect  and 
defend  such  conquests  to  the  Government ;  and  the  other  half  will  be 
employed  by  the  Company  in  discharging  many  debts,  and  enable  them 
to  enlarge  their  commerce  adequately  to  their  immense  acquisitions. 
These  terms,  Mr.  Beckford  said  yesterday  in  the  House,  were  inadmis- 
sible, and  that  no  servant  of  the  King's  could  agree  to  them,  unless  he 
was  either  a  fool  or  a  knave ;  though  all  the  House  believed  the  above 
two  Ministers  had  acquiesced  in  them.  Upon  its  being  known  that 
Quinbus1  had  rejected  these  terms,  the  Stock  fell  15  per  cent,  in  an 
hour.  There  was  a  learned  question  started :  Plow  far  it  was  legal  for 
the  House  of  Commons  to  interfere  its  authority  in  deciding  any  way 
about  the  property  of  individuals ;  that  the  Courts  of  Law  were  more 
proper.  This  last  was  supported  by  Thurlow,  Wedderburn,  and  your 
friend  Mr.  Oswald ;  and  several  in  the  Ministry  supported,  with  great 
evidence,  the  contrary  opinion ;  that  the  conquests  were  made  by  the 
King,  and  not  by  the  Company ;  that,  by  their  charter,  they  could 
dispose  of  any  conquests  made  in  those  parts  to  natives,  but  not  to 
Europeans ;  but  were  not  allowed  to  keep  any  lands,  &c.  It  was 
quibbled,  not  answered,  that  they  actually  had  not  acquired  the  fee  of 
those  lands,  but  were  only  in  effect  factor  or  receivers  of  a  revenue  by 
the  appointment  of  the  proprietors,  with,  indeed,  a  reasonable  factor's 
fee. 

If  Sir  James2  is  still  in  Edinburgh,  tell  him  I  have  received  his 
second  letter,  and  I  shall  answer  it  as  soon  as  I  can  do  it  to  the  purpose. 
The  philosopher3  arrived  last  night,  and  is  gone  this  day  to  Lord  Hert- 

1  Sec  Note  to  No.  exen. 

2  Sir  James  Stuart  of  Coltness. 

3  David  Hume. 
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ford's,  but  lodges  next  door  to  me,  as  he  had  wrote  me  before  he  sett  1767. 
out.     The  King  of  France  has  prohibited  the  sale  of  several  pieces  pub- 
lished against  him,  and  in  favour  of  Rousseau,  at  Paris,  which  will  be 
nutts  to  Rousseau.     I  have  rambled  over  my  whole  paper,  and  so  con- 
clude with  best  wishes,  &c.     Always  yours,  sincerely,  W.  R. 


CCXI. 

EARL  OF  HNNOUL1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Dupplin,  June  11,  1767. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Watson, 2  the  Professor  of  Logic  and  Rhetoric  in  the  University 
of  St.  Andrew's,  having  been  persuaded  by  his  friends  to  permit  himself 
to  be  named  as  a  candidate  for  the  succession  to  Mr.  Moor's  Chair  as 

1  Thomas  Hay,  eighth  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  represented,  while  Lord  Dupplin,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  various  English  constituencies,  and  held,  at  different  times,  the  offices 
of  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
During  his  connection  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  Administration,  he  enjoyed  the 
close  confidence  of  the  Premier,  who  intrusted  him  with  the  disposal  of  the  secret  service 
money,  and  the  distribution  of  the  Government  patronage  among  his  adherents.  "  Consider- 
ing," says  the  cynical  Horace  Walpole, "  how  fond  he  was  of  forms  and  trifles,  and  being  busy, 
was  not  absolutely  a  bad  speaker."  (Memoirs  of  Reign  of  George  II.  Vol.  I.  p.  54.)  In 
1759,  he  was  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  Lisbon.  To  this  mission  the  editors  of 
Walpole's  Memoirs  of  Reign  of  George  III.  (Vol.  I.  p.  296,)  strangely  enough  apply  the 
satirical  line  of  Pope — 

Kinnoul's  lewd  cargo  and  Tyrawly's  crew. 

Pope  died  in  1744 — fifteen  years  prior  to  the  Embassy  in  question.     The  poet  refers  to 
his  Lordship's  father's  mission  to  Constantinople  in  1729. 

He  took  little  or  no  part  in  politics  during  George  the  Third's  reign,  residing  chiefly 
on  his  estates  in  Perthshire,  and  devoting  liimself,  with  disinterested  zeal,  to  agricultural 
improvements  and  matters  of  local  interest. 

2  Dr.  Robert  Watson,  author  of  the  History  of  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain ;  after- 
wards Principal  of  the  College  of  St.  Andrew's. 
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3767.  Greek  Professor  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  I  beg 
leave  to  inform  you,  who  are  a  friend  and  well  wisher  to  that  University, 
of  Mr.  Watson's  character.  That  he  is  agreahle,  of  an  amiable  disposi- 
tion— that  he  has  discharged  his  duty  in  the  University  where  he  is  with 
ability  and  diligence — consists  with  my  own  knowledge.  That,  since  he 
became  Master,  he  has  read  in  that  language  to  several  pupils  who  have 
boarded  in  his  house;  and  (his  class,  consisting  of  those  who  have  attended 
the  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  preceding  Session,)  that  he  goes  over  the 
elements  of  that  language  with  his  scholars,  and  reads  Homer  and  other 
authors  to  them  before  he  begins  his  proper  work  of  logic  and  rhetorick  ; 
that  he  has  a  turn  for  languages,  and  an  uncommon  degree  of  study  and 
application  to  any  object  of  knowledge, — these  circumstances  I  have  learnt 
froin  those  upon  whose  information  I  can  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 
My  regard  for  him,  and  for  the  interest  of  a  large  and  growing  family, 
induce  me  to  wish  him  success  in  this  pursuit,  unless  some  person  should, 
when  the  vacancy  shall  happen,  offer  himself,  who  may  be  better  qualified 
to  fill  Mr.  Moor's  place  ;3  for  it  will  be  always  my  wish  that  every  Chair 
of  every  Professor  in  every  University  should  be  filled  up  with  the  ablest, 
the  fittest,  and  the  best  men.  I  am  going  to  set  out  upon  a  long  tour 
among  my  friends  in  the  North, 
And  am,  with  great  regard, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Kinnoull. 


3  Mr.  John  Young  was  appointed. 
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ccxn. 

THE  HONOURABLE  THOMAS  ERSKLNE1  TO  THE  HONOURABLE  ALEXANDER 

GORDON.2 

Harrogate,  June  28,  [about  17G7.J 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Notwithstanding  my  inability  to  write  a  letter  in  verse,  my  muse 
complies  with  it,  rather  chusing  to  be  the  object  of  derision  than  refuse 
any  thing  to  one  so  worthy,  in  every  respect,  as  Mr.  Gordon. 

How  shall  your  friend  attempt  to  write, 

When  awed  with  such  a  dismal  sight? 

This  barren  desart  yields  nought  fitt, 

To  show  his  pleasantry  and  witt. 

It  could,  no  doubt,  enough  display, 

For  genius  to  show  away, 

Painting  the  horrors  of  the  season, 

Which,  for  your  friend,  would  be  high  treason. 

1  Afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  Erskinc,  fourth  son  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan ;  born  in 
1749,  after  having  served  several  years  as  a  midshipman,  he  entered  the  army  in  17G8,  and 
quitted  it  as  a  Lieutenant  in  1775,  in  order  to  devote  himself  to  the  law.  His  unparal- 
leled success  in  that  profession  is  too  well  known  to  require  comment.  The  brilliancy  of 
his  Lordship's  conversation  was  as  celebrated  as  the  powers  of  his  eloquence ;  but  this  is 
the  only  evidence  the  compiler  has  met  with  of  his  having  cultivated  the  poetical  muse — 
with  what  success  the  reader  may  judge  for  himself. 

His  mother,  Lady  Buchan,  was  Mr.  Mure's  first  cousin,  and  a  great  intimacy  existed 
between  the  two  families.  He  was  at  this  time  a  pretty  delicate  youth,  of  about  eighteen  ; 
and  a  story  is  told  of  Mrs.  Mure,  with  whom  he  was  a  favourite,  having,  on  occasion  of 
this  or  some  other  visit  to  Harrowgate,  dressed  him  in  ladies'  attire,  and  passed  him  oft"  to 
the  company  of  the  place,  during  a  whole  day,  as  a  young  female  friend  whom  she  had 
undertaken  to  introduce  into  the  gay  world. 

2  Mr.  Gordon,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Baron,  was  third  son  of  William,  fourth  Earl 
of  Aberdeen.  He  became  afterwards  Lord  Rockville,  of  the  Court  of  Session,  and  married 
Anne,  dowager  Countess  of  Dumfries. 
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1767.  I  blush  not  to  throw  off  the  mask, 

And  plead  unequal  to  the  task  ; 
For  sentiment,  when  not  expresst 
With  elegance,  all  must  detest. 
This  is  your  humble  servant's  case, 
The  least  of  the  poetic  race, 
Whose  Muse,  tho'  tolerably  vain, 
Thinks  not  to  jump  beyond  her  chain. 
Nature  has  fix'd  her  certain  bounds, 
There,  watchman-like,  to  go  her  rounds  ; 
Which  is  the  humm-drumm,  Grubstreet  way, 
Like  many  poets  of  this  day. 
But  still  my  Muse  plucks  up  a  ray 
Of  comfort  on  this  happy  day; 
To  hear  of  you,  my  absent  friends, 
A  flush  of  scribblation  sends. 
Ideas  flock  into  my  brain, 
As  fast  as  hail  or  drops  of  rain ; 
Imagination's  standards  rise, 
And  wave  their  streamers  to  the  skies. 
Yet,  when  I  think  of  pleasures  gone, 
That  all  the  birds  of  niirth  are  flown, 
My  soaring  faucy  seeks  the  vale, 
And  mourns  prosperity's  uncertain  gale. 
Had  I  but  something  new  to  say, 
Believe  me,  I  would  not  delay. 
But  the  same  heath  around  us  lies, 
And  the  same  sun  and  planets  rise ; 
The  clouds  pour  down  their  torrents  still, 
And  overflow  each  murmuring  rill ; 
The  waters  have  their  usual  smell, 
And  still  we're  stunned  with  dinner-bell. 
No  company  are  yet  arrived, 
Nor  no  new  point  of  view  contrived. 
Most  that  we  had  before  are  gone, 
And  I,  poor  wretch,  am  left  alone. 
Each  day,  indeed,  our  numbers  grow, 
But  faith  I  cannot  tell  ye  how ; 
They're  tun'd  upon  a  different  key 
From  Baron  Mure,  or  you  and  me. 
But  now  I'll  leave  this  tinkling  rhyme, 
And  hasten  to  affect  sublime. 
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But  now,  O  Muse !  expand  your  daring  wing,  *  '*>< 

And,  in  heroicks,  nobler  subjects  sing  ; 
Yet,  in  thy  boldest,  most  eccentric  flight, 
Let  Daedalus  be  present  to  thy  sight. 
Let  not  ambition  tempt  thee  from  thy  sphere, 
To  wander  up  and  down,  the  Lord  knows  where; 
Avoid  those  rocks  where  youthful  poets  split, 
Who  overrate  their  sentiment  or  witt. 

Musick,  that  balmy  soft'ner  of  the  soul, 
Is  fled  afar;  that  gentle,  soothing  power, 
Whose  sweetest  influence  knows  of  no  controul, 
E'en  in  the  savage  breast  -,  aerial  tower, 
On  which  the  mind  ascends,  and  there  enjoys 
Refin'd  imagination's  balmy  shower, 
Pour'd  forth  in  harmony  that  never  cloys. 
No  more  its  charms  beguile  the  evening's  pace, 
Nor  make  old  sluggish  Time  soar  fast  along ; 
Nor  when  the  sun  has  run  his  summer's  race, 
Do  we  as  usual  hush  him  with  a  song. 

The  inferior  pleasures  of  a  country  stage 
Do  now  the  nights  employ.     Before  us  move 
Each  tragick  scene  ;  from  fell  ambition's  rage, 
To  female  tenderness  o'erpower'd  with  love. 
One  while  Macbeth,  with  conscientious  guilt, 
Starts  at  his  kinsman's  ghost ;  or  hapless  Shore 
Sees  all  the  projects  he  had  vainly  built 
Crusht  in  the  budd,  his  lovely  wife  no  more. 
Now  Comedy  pops  out  her  laughing  face, 
And  now  intrigue  goes  on  ;  and  some  fine  beau, 
Embroider'd  o'er  with  gold  or  silver  lace, 
Jumps  from  a  closet  to  the  street  below. 

While  I  thus  chatter  of  such  empty  things, 
The  post  arrives,  and  in  a  letter  brings, 
Most  welcomely,  from  you ;  yet  still  I  blush 
To  have  another,  and  the  last  unanswered, 
At  least  not  then  receiv'd.     Sore  stung  with  guilt, 
I  spurr  my  Muse  —  call  her  a  lazy  witch, 

And  brand  her  with  the  name  of  stupid 

Spit  in  her  face,  and  pull  her  by  the  nose, 
D — n  her,  and  bid  her  say  the  rest  in  prose. 
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1767.  I  receiv'd  the  musick  enclosed  for  Lady  Fleming,  which  I  will 
deliver  to  her  with  great  pleasure,  as  I  know  receiving  any  thing 
from  you  will  give  her  great  satisfaction.  She  only  stay'd  a  week  be- 
hind you,  during  which  time  very  few  hours  past  without  your  honor 
being  brought  on  the  carpet.  It  was  a  theme  she  liked  to  dwell  on 
extremely,  and  I  hope  I  need  not  waste  my  paper  in  saying  it  was  a 
very  agreeable  subject  to  your  most  humble  servant.  We  drank  your 
health  and  Baron  and  Mrs.  Mure's  every  night.  I  move  my  body 
from  this  part  of  the  world  the  day  after  to-morrow ;  and,  if  my  good 
stars  permit  me  to  arrive  in  good  case,  I  should  have  the  pleasure  of 
conveying  the  Maid  of  Selma  in  propria  persona  to  Curzon  Street  ; 
and,  if  the  bird  is  flown  to  Southampton,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
senator's  quill,  I  can  convey  it  there  gratis,  and  tell  her  Ladyship 
how  I  came  by  it,  and  give  her  pleasure  by  saying  you  are  in 
statu  quo  with  respect  to  your  health.  I  am  almost  asham'd  to  send 
you  such  stuff  as  the  enclos'd  verse,  but  I  wrote  it  in  a  hurry.  But  if 
you  are  not  asham'd  of  a  garret  correspondent,  or  have  not  as  yet 
renounced  me  for  my  epistolary  failings,  I  will,  some  time  or  other, 
endeavour  to  squeeze  something  out  that  will  not  smell  so  much  of 
Grubb  Street  or  the  Minories ;  except,  as  I  am  affraid  is  the  case,  my 
brain  is  reduced  to  an  unsqueesable  substance,  by  standing  so  long 
under  the  dripping  well  at  Knaresbro'. 

I  beg  my  best  respects  to  the  Baron  and  Mrs.  Mure,  who,  I  hope, 
are  well. 

Having  no  frank,  Colonel  Mackay  is  so  obliging  as  to  inclose  it 
for  me  in  a  cover  of  his.  I  suppose  you  have  seen  Cardross  and  Harry3 
in  Edinburgh  ?  All  here  of  your  acquaintance  desire  their  best  com- 
pliments to  you.     Mrs.  and  Miss  Waters  are  not  arrived  yet.     Adieu, 

Dear  Sir, 
And  believe  me  to  be  your  sincere  friend  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

T3.  Erskine. 

3  His  brothers,  Lord  Cardross  and  the  Honourable  Henry  Erskine. 
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CCXIII. 
MR.  DAVID  HUME  TO  BARON  MURE.' 

July  7,  1767. 
Dear  Baron. 

I  believe  you  knew,  before  you  left  London,  that  I  had  wrote  to 
Dr.  Smith  of  Oxford,  desiring  him  to  look  out  for  a  young  man  who 
might  be  usher  to  Graffigni.  He  sent  up  one  whom  he  recommended 
strongly,  and  who  seemed  to  me  a  man  of  sense  and  knowledge  ;  but  he 
wou'd  not  come  to  any  agreement  with  Graffigni,  because  he  desired 
six  weeks'  or  two  months'  vacation,  in  order  to  keep  his  degrees  in  the 
University,  which  Graffigni  refused.  The  young  man  told  me,  that  it 
wou'd  be  impossible  for  Graffigni  to  find  anybody  fit  for  his  purpose  on 
these  conditions ;  since  no  one  of  spirit  wou'd  lay  a  plan  to  be  a  school- 
master all  his  life,  and  give  up  every  other  pretension.  However  this 
may  be,  here  is  Graffigni  without  either  a  French  or  Latin  master,  and 
likely  so  to  continue  for  some  time. 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  circumstance.  I  believe  I  told  you  that 
D'Alembert  disclaimed  all  sort  of  acquaintance  with  him ;  I  have  this 
moment  received  a  letter  from  Helvetius  doing  the  same.  It  was  in 
answer  to  one  I  wrote  him  at  Lord  Hertford's  desire.  I  knew  not  from 
what  quarter  we  had  heard  that  he  had  given  to  Lord  Harcourt,  or 
Lord  Newnam,2  a  good  character  of  Graffigni ;  but  it  must  have  been  a 
mistake ;  for  to  me  he  says  that  he  knows  no  such  man ;  that  his  wife, 
who  was  niece  to  the  famous  Madame  de  Graffigni,3  and  educated  with 
her,  never  saw  or  heard  of  such  a  man ;  nor  can  they  imagine  who  he 
may  be. 

1  For  the  better  understanding  of  this  and  the  following  letters,  see  Introductory 
Notice. 

2  Lord  Nuneham,  eldest  son  of  Lord  Harcourt. 

3  Best  known  as  authoress  of  the  Lettres  d'une  Peruvienne. 
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1767.  After  this  second  imposture,  it  is  certain  that  Lord  Hertford  will  not 
put  his  sons  to  hiin,  nor  do  I  think  it  fit  your's  should  longer  remain. 
He  is  an  empty  conceited  fellow,  full  of  chimeras  and  pretensions,  and  I 
think  you  are  at  no  great  loss  for  parting  with  him. 

The  question :  what  to  do  next  ?  Sir  Gilbert  had  an  idea  of  pro- 
posing to  Rose  to  diminish  the  number  of  his  boarders ;  I  shall  mention 
the  same  thing  to  Lord  Hertford  ;  what  do  you  think  of  it  ?  I  am  very 
anxious  to  hear  of  the  Hamilton  cause.  I  have  laid  my  account  with 
the  worst.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and  your  sister. 
I  am,  dear  Baron, 

Yours  sincerely, 

David  Hume. 

P.S. — We  know  nothing  of  the  Ministry.  Some  people  now  say, 
that  instead  of  our  being  the  only  part  of  the  Ministry  that  will  turn  out, 
we  are  the  only  one  that  will  remain.     I  believe  nobody  knows. 


CCXIV. 
BARON  MURE  TO  MR.  DAVID  HUME. 

Edinburgh,  July  13,  [1767.] 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  David,  for  your  information  about  Grafigni ; 
tho'  'tis  far  from  being  agreeable.  Every  thing  relating  to  these  boys 
affects  me  intimately.  This  second  detection  is  very  bad,  and  tends  to 
confirm  all  our  former  suspicions.  Yet  still  I  would  wish  more  than 
negative  evidence.  Your  two  friends  did  not  know  him  ;  I  wish  we  could 
find  out  some  man  of  character  who  did,  and  could  give  an  account  of 
him.  I  beg  you'll  make  enquiry  at  Lord  Harcourt,  or  Lord  Newnam, 
into  their  intelligence.  It  was  the  former  who  gave  the  recommendation 
to  Lord  Bute. 

You  say  properly,  the  question  is,  what  is  to  be  done  next  ?     You 
know  how  I  came  to  be  engaged  with  that  man.     It  was  by  means  of 
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my  friend  Lord  Bute,  who  had  entrusted  him  with  his  own  son.  I  would  1767. 
not,  therefore,  chuse  to  take  any  steps  with  regard  to  removing  my  boys, 
without  acquainting  his  Lordship,  and  giving  the  reasons  for  it.  Part  of  this 
1  think  you  might  do,hy  informing  him  why  Lord  Hertford  alters  his  inten- 
tion of  putting  his  sons  there.  This  would  come  properly  enough  from 
you,  who  had  first  recommended  Grafigni  to  Lord  Herford,  and  who  was 
looked  upon  by  Lord  Bute  as  a  patron  of  that  new  Academy.  If  you 
don't  like  to  undertake  this,  pray  employ  Sir  Gdbert1  in  it.  'Tis  reason- 
able that  my  Lord  Bute  should  know  all  we  know.  Besides,  it  would 
look  better  that  all  who  were  concerned  in  the  same  way  should  hold 
the  same  conduct.  The  want  of  the  Latin  usher,  indeed,  is  not  so  strong 
an  objection  with  regard  to  Mr.  Stuart,  who  has  given  up  that  language ; 
but  'tis  capital  with  regard  to  me.  I  like  Sir  Gilbert's  proposition  of 
Rose  confining  his  number,  and  if  he  and  Lord  Herford  were  to  patronize 
him,  and  propose  it,  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  agreeing  to  it.  You  know 
Sir  Gilbert  and  you  may  dispose  of  my  two  youths.  I  trust  them  to 
you  as  my  two  best  friends,  and  the  most  capable  to  direct  a  matter  of 
that  kind.  Pray  consult  with  him,  if  he  is  not  gone  for  Scotland  ;  if  he 
is,  I  must  entreat  you,  my  friend,  that  you'll  act  by  yourself.  Only  write 
me  what  you  think  proper ;  I  shall  certainly  approve  of  whatever  you 
advise,  or  even  act,  relative  to  the  education  of  my  sons. 

You  did  well  to  send  your  letter  under  a  friend's  cover,  that  it  might 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  too  anxious  mother ;  but  as  Davie  Ross2  is 
not  always  in  town,  and  goes  north  after  the  sessions,  any  other  of  these 
secret  letters,  for  the  future,  had  better  be  enclosed  to  Harry  Barclay  of 
Colerny,3  who  is  always  here.  Pray  write  me  regularly  what  steps  you 
take  in  this,  to  me,  most  interesting  business,  which  I  beg  earnestly  to 
recommend  to  your  friendly  care.  Adieu,  my  dear  Sir. 
Yours  most  faithfully,  while 

Will.  Mure. 

1  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot. 

2  Afterwards  Lord  Ankerville  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

3  Mr.  Stuart  Barclay,  Mr.  Mure's  uncle. 
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ccxv. 

MR.  DAVID  HUME  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London  July  18,  1767. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  wrote  Mrs.  Mure  an  ostensible  letter,  which,  however,  contained 
nothing  but  truth.  Lord  Hertford  is  not  decided,  but  intends  to  ask  of 
Lord  Harcourt  who  are  the  persons  that  recommended  Graffigni,  since  it 
now  appears  that  Helvetius  was  none  of  them,  as  he  had  apprehended. 
We  shall  then  make  farther  enquiries.  I  see  no  inconvenience  in  your 
boys  remaining  till  that  time,  for  they  are  really  well  in  every  thing  that 
concerns  health  and  exercise.  They  seem  to  be  improving  in  English 
and  also  in  French,  and  will  now  go  on  in  Latin.  Graffigni's  conceits, 
tho'  they  appear  to  me  nonsensical,  can  do  them  no  hurt.  I  fancy  it  was 
only  vanity  which  engaged  him  to  cite  those  two  celebrated  philosophers. 
Lord  Hertford  intends  to  inform  Lord  Bute  of  the  incident. 

We  are  still  in  confusion.  The  report  is  that  the  Grenvilles,  the 
Rockinghams,  and  the  Bedfords,  have  entered  into  a  sworn  confederacy 
to  adhere  to  each  other,  till  Lord  Bute  be  banished  from  His  Majesty's 
person  and  councils  for  ever,  and  all  his  friends  turned  out  of  all  offices, 
as  a  pledge  of  His  Majesty"s  entire  submission.  It  is  certain  that  my 
principal,1  who  has  great  credit  and  authority  with  all  parties,  is  the  most 
moderate  man  of  the  whole.  From  the  present  aspect  of  things,  (which 
I  own  is  very  changeable,)  he  is  the  most  likely  person  of  the  present 
Ministry  to  remain  in  power,  and  even  to  gain  ground. 

You  may  easily  conceive  my  satisfaction  on  Hamilton's  victory.2  This 
incident  puts  you  in  entire  security,  whatever  becomes  of  the  decision 
here.     But  I  think  you  have  very  little  chance  to  lose  it  in  the  House  of 

1  Lord  Hertford. 

2  The  decision  of  the  Douglas  cause,  in  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  favour,  by  the  Court 
of  Session  in  Scotland.     The  majority  was  but  8  to  7. 
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Peers.  The  triumph  of  reason  over  prejudice  was  very  signal  even  in  1767. 
that  small  majority  among  your  Judges ;  but  things  having  once  taken  a 
turn,  such  strong  reason,  aided  by  time,  must  certainly  overcome  weaker 
prejudices.3  Lord  Mansfield,  the  same  day  he  heard  of  the  President's4 
declaration,  gave  him  very  high  praises  to  a  friend  of  mine,  and  protested 
that  he  himself  was  as  yet  totally  ignorant  of  the  merits  of  the  cause.  I 
am, 

Dear  Baron, 

Yours  sincerely, 

David  Hume. 


CCXVI. 
MR.  DAVID  HUME  TO  BARON  MURE. 

No  date. 
Dear  Baron, 

It  will  be  some  time  before  Lord  Hertford  come  to  a  resolution, 
because  he  does  not  expect  to  see  Lord  Harcourt  soon,  and  till  then  he 
shall  not  be  able  to  know  who  they  were  that  recommended  Graffigni. 
In  my  conversation  with  your  young  folks  yesterday,  I  endeavoured  to 
inform  myself  concerning  their  progress  in  Latin.  I  find  they  are  not 
taught  any  Latin  Grammar.  They  are  instructed  in  the  sense  of  single 
detached  words,  which  they  learn  both  in  Greek  and  Latin  at  once. 
Accordingly,  they  told  me  water:  aqua,  and  tlaf,  but  tho'  I  try'd  them 
in  about  half  a  dozen  more  words,  I  could  not  find  their  learning  extended 
so  far.  All  this  appears  to  me  very  whimsical ;  and  I  doubt  if  a  dead 
language  can  be  learnt  in  this  manner  without   grammar.     In  a  living 

3  See  No.  ccxl.  Note  4. 

4  President  Dundas  voted  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  Lord  Mansfield 
afterwards,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  Scotch  Court,  decidins1 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Douglas. 
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17£7.  language,  the  continual  application  of  the  words  and  phrazes  teaches  at 
the  same  time  the  sense  of  the  words  and  their  reference  to  each  other  ; 
but  a  list  of  words  got  by  heart,  without  any  connected  sense,  easily 
escapes  the  memory,  and  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  language.  But  tho' 
I  suspect  the  man  in  general  to  be  empty  and  conceited,  as  your  boys 
are  so  very  young,  their  time  is  not  very  precious ;  and  provided  they 
be  well  in  point  of  health  and  morals,  or  rather  manners,  (which  seem 
to  me  unexceptionable, )  you  may  allow  them  to  remain  there  some  time 
without  anxiety.  I  am  deliberating,  myself,  about  my  nephews,  and  shall 
communicate  to  you  the  result  of  my  enquiries  and  reflections. 

Yours, 

D.  Hume. 


CCXVII. 

MR.  DAVID  HUME  TO  BARON  MURE. 

[No  date.] 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  seen  your  young  folks  twice  at  Norlands  since  I  wrote  to  you 
and  Mrs.  Mure,  and  I  see  Graffigni  from  time  to  time.  They  are  as 
well  in  their  health  as  can  be  imagined — are  happy  and  contented,  and 
are  us'd  well.  But  still  the  school  does  not  increase,  and  it  is  impossible 
it  can  continue  long  on  its  present  footing.  The  poor  devil  must  be  a 
considerable  loser,  with  such  a  house  and  family  on  his  hands,  and  with  so 
slender  an  income.  I  am  afraid  Lord  Hertford's  children  will  not  go  to 
him.  My  Lord  was  inclin'd  to  pass  over  that  disagreeable  circumstance 
of  Graffigni's  giving  himself  airs  of  acquaintance  with  men  to  whom  he 
was  an  utter  stranger ;  but  asking  me  if  I  really  thought  his  method  of 
teaching  Latin  was  the  most  proper  for  advancing  young  people — I  could 
not  say  it ;  upon  which  he  seems  determined  to  send  his  boys  elsewhere. 
This  is  a  severe  blow  to  Graffigni's  school.  He  is  indeed  a  conceited 
man,  full  of  whims  and  affectations  ;  reasoning  always  in  the  clouds  about 
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the  most  obvious  things,  and  hunting  after  novelties  and  singularities  of  1767. 
which  his  genius  is  incapable.  What,  for  instance,  can  be  more  whimsical 
than  his  method  of  teaching  Latin  ?  He  gives  his  boys  a  long  list  of 
words,  which  they  are  to  get  by  heart  like  the  muster-roll  of  a  regiment, 
and  a  great  heap  of  grammar  rules,  which  are  to  them  unintelligible. 
After  he  has  laid  this  foundation  of  a  language,  as  he  imagines,  he  begins 
them  with  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  Latin  poets :  and  for  this  plan  of 
education  he  will  give  you  a  galimatias  of  reasons,  cloathed  in  the  smoothest 
language,  and  delivered  with  the  softest  accent.  But  his  Latin  master 
really  seems  to  me  a  sensible  young  fellow,  and  very  fit  for  his  business, 
were  he  allowed  to  go  on  his  own  way,  tho'  I  have  never  been  able  to 
get  a  private  and  confidential  conversation  with  him.  But  as  Graffigni 
professes  a  "resolution  to  follow  my  advice,  and  to  alter  every  thing  that 
displeases  me,  (tho'  probably  this  is  only  an  empty  compliment,)  yet,  if 
you  have  any  intention  to  continue  your  sons  there,  I  shall  desire  to  have 
a  private  conference  with  the  Latin  master,  and  shall  know  his  real  senti- 
ments of  the  matter,  and  insist  upon  such  alterations  as  may  be  thought 
proper.  I  think,  besides  the  difficulty  of  changing  masters,  to  you 
especially,  who  are  at  a  distance,  the  boys  are  so  well  in  other  respects, 
that  it  may  be  worth  while  to  try  what  can  be  done  before  you  determine 
to  seek  another  place.  Pray,  is  Andrew  Steuart  likely  to  succeed  in  his 
elections  ?     Compliments  to  your  wife,  sisters,  uncle,  &c.     Yours, 

David  Hume. 


CCXVIII. 
EARL  OF  GALLOWAY '  TO  ANDREW  STUART,  ESQ. 

Dunkeld,  September  8,  1767. 
Dear  Sir, 

At  my  return  this  evening  from  Blair,  where  I  was  this  day  with 

1   Colleague  of  Mr.  Mure  and  Mr.  Stuart,  in  the  guardianship  of  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton. 

vol.  u.  Q 
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1767.  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  I  had  yours  of  the  fifth 1  must 

admire  your  brother's2  extraordinary  generosity  and  friendship,  in  pro- 
posing to  resign  or  give  up  his  eandidateship  in  your  favour.  It  is, 
indeed,  of  a  piece  with  all  his  other  actions.  Surely  it  is  what  nobody 
could  have  expected  or  proposed  ;  but  since  it  is  entirely  come  of  himself, 
and  you  and  he  have  settled  it  betwixt  you,  and  it  is  agreable  to  your  own 
friends,  I  believe  few  or  none  of  the  friends  of  the  family  of  Hamilton 
will  disapprove  or  make  objections ;  and  I  must  own  to  you,  that  several, 
who  wish  well  to  the  Duke's  interest,  have  told  me,  that  you  would  be 
the  most  acceptable  of  any  of  our  friends  to  represent  the  county,  and 

you  may  be  sure  I  wish  you  success Many  compliments  to 

the  Colonel,  and  be  assured  that  I  ever  am, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithfull  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Galloway. 


CCXIX. 

ANDREW  STUART,  ESQ.'  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Torrance,  Sunday,  Sept.  13,  1767. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  brother  and  I  arrived  here  from  Roseneath  on  Friday.  While 
at  GlasgoM%  I  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Galloway,  whereof  the  enclosed 
is  a  copy. 

It  happens  luckily  that  I  have  command  of  my  time  for  some  weeks 

2  Colonel  J.  Stuart ;  he  had  started  as  candidate  for  Lanarkshire,  on  the  Hamilton 
interest,  at  the  ensuing  general  election  ;  but  had  resigned  his  pretensions  to  his  brother. 
See  the  following  Letter. 

1  Andrew  Stuart,  Esq.  son  of  Archibald  Stuart,  Esq.  of  Torrance,  in  the 
county  of  Lanark,  was  one  of  Mr.  Mure's  colleagues  as  tutor  or  guardian  of  the  children 
of  James,  sixth  Duke  of  Hamilton.  He  was  now  candidate  for  his  native  county,  under 
the  circumstances  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter,  but  was  not  successful.     He  was 
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to  come,  so  as  all  manner  of  attention  may  be  given  to  carry  into  execution  1767. 
the  election  scheme;  in  the  whole  progress  of  which,  from  the  day  that 
my  brother's  name  was  first  proposed,  down  to  this  moment,  your  friend- 
ship has  been  such  as  never  can  be  forgot  by  either  of  us,  or  by  those 
who  interest  themselves  in  us.  On  this  and  other  instances  of  your 
friendship  I  cannot  express  all  we  feel. 

My  brother  and  I  have  been  concerting  here  with  our  father,  who,  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you,  is  much  better,  the  plan  of  operations  for 
the  county.  We  sally  forth  early  to-morrow  morning  by  different  routes, 
in  order  that  tbe  applications  shall  be  made  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  all 
the  different  corners  of  the  county.  You  shall  be  acquainted,  from  time 
to  time,  of  the  results.  All  here  join  in  compliments  and  best  wishes  to 
Mrs.  Mure.  I  ever  am,  with  great  affection  and  esteem, 
My  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Andw'  Stuart. 

returned,  however,  in  the  subsequent  General  Election  of  1774,  and  sat  during  two  Par 
liaments. 

Having  been  bred  a  Writer  to  the  Signet,  Mr.  Stuart  was  intrusted  with  the  duties 
of  chief  law  agent,  on  the  Hamilton  side,  in  the  celebrated  Douglas  cause.  In  this  capacity 
he  was  exposed  to  much  unjust  and  ungenerous  obloquy,  on  the  part  of  various  personages 
in  high  station  unfavourable  to  Ins  case,  and  who,  ignorant  of  Ms  true  character  and  worth 
endeavoured  to  misrepresent  his  zealous  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Ms  trust  as 
dictated  by  a  narrow  and  self-interested  love  of  litigation.  The  spirited  manner  in  which 
he  repelled  and  refuted  these  charges  led,  as  will  appear  from  the  sequel  of  this  Collection, 
to  apologies  and  acknowledgments  of  their  groundlessness  on  the  part  of  their  principal 
authors  or  abettors.  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Thurlow,  one  of  the  counsel  on  the  opposite 
side,  was  among  those  who  carried  their  personal  attacks  on  Mr.  Stuart  to  the  greatest 
extremity.  In  some  accounts  he  is  said,  in  allusion  to  Mr.  Stuart's  original  profession,  to 
have  stigmatised  him — by  a  quaint  Gallicism — as  a  mean  commis.  This  insult  was  too 
much  for  the  patience  of  a  gentleman,  at  least  on  a  level  with  its  author  in  education  and 
character,  and  greatly  his  superior  in  birth  and  connection.  The  consequence  was  a  per- 
sonal rencontre,  which  passed  off,  after  an  exchange  of  shots,  with  an  explanation  and 
apology  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Thurlow.     They  afterwards  became  great  friends. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  the  author  of  various  esteemed  works ;  among  which  his  Genealogical 
History  of  the  House  of  Stuart  is  especially  valuable,  as  throwing  new  and  important 
light  on  several  obscure  points  in  the  early  annals  of  that  illustrious  family. 
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ccxx. 


LORD  FREDERICK.  CAMPBELL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Spring  Gardens,  Sept.  25,  1767. 

A  thousand  thanks  to  you,  my  dear  Baron,  for  your  obliging  con- 
gratulations. Nothing  should,  at  present,  have  made  me  solicit  this 
troublesome  office,  with  all  its  advantages,  but  finding  it  handsomely 
and  heartily  offered,  I  thought  I  owed  it  to  myself  not  to  decline  service. 
General  Grteme2  did,  with  several  other  things,  in  conversation, 
mention  to  me  his  wishes  about  Dugaldstone's3  eldest  son,  but  did  not 
give  me  any  memorial  or  further  information  of  his  present  situation  or 
services.  As  the  General  is  now  in  Scotland,  I  wish  you  would  write 
to  him  upon  this  subject ;  for  I  should  be  glad  to  be  instructed,  in  the 
best  manner  possible,  how  to  push  on  Captain  Graham's  interest,  both 
on  his  own  account  and  your  earnest  recommendation.  In  the  mean- 
while, I  was  sorry  to  see  three  older  Captains  of  that  very  regiment  upon 
the  half-pay  list.  My  best  wishes  attend  Mrs.  Mure  and  you. 
I  am,  my  dear  Baron, 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Frederick  Campbell. 


1  Son  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  recently  appointed  Secretary  for  Ireland  ;  afterwards 
Lord  Register,  on  the  death  of  Lord  Morton  in  1768. 

2  See  Note  to  No.  ex. 

3  Probably  Graham  of  Dugaldstone,  cousin  of  Mrs.   Mure,  who  sold  the  family  pro- 
perty in  1761  to  Mr.  Glassford. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE.  125 


CCXXI. 

THE  EARL  OF  LOUDOUN*  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Loudoun,  Nov.  7,  1767. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Tho'  late  in  the  season,  and  little  expected,  an  opposition  is  set  on 
foot  in  favour  of  David  Kennedy,  Lord  Cassilis's  brother,  and  this  day 
we  have  settled  every  thing.  The  proposals  were  so  sudden,  and  the 
junction  so  material  to  the  party  you  have  no  ill  will  to,  that  I  had  not 
time  to  consult  you ;  however,  as  he  is  to  support  our  friends,  and  his 
Lordship  has  promised  his  interest  another  time,  I  hope  it  will  meet  with 
your  approbation. 

I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  talking  over  this  affair  soon  with  you  at 
Edinburgh,  as  I  am  to  meet  Mr.  McKenzie. 

I  therefore  entreat  your  vote  and  interest  in  supporting  Mr.  Kennedy, 
and  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Loudoun. 


1  John,  fourth  Earl  of  Loudoun,  succeeded  to  the  title  in  1731,  and  died  in  1782. 
His  Lordship  commanded  the  British  forces  in  America,  during  the  early  part  of  the  seven 
years'  war,  but  was  not  distinguished  for  the  success  of  his  military  operations.  He  was 
an  early  friend  of  Mr.  Mure,  and,  during  his  service  in  America,  undertook  the  commission 
of  procuring  him  new  or  rare  plants  and  seeds  from  that  country,  by  means  of  persons 
skilled  in  botany,  sent  through  the  forests  and  back  settlements  to  collect  them.  Several 
lists  of  these  are  preserved,  with  some  curious  notices,  by  the  individuals  who  forwarded 
the  articles,  of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  experienced  from  the  French  or  hostile  Indians 
in  the  performance  of  their  task. 
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CCXXII. 
BARON  MURE— Copt:  ANSWER  TO  THE  ABOVE. 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  some  days  ago,  upon  my  return 
home.  Jt  is  with  the  greatest  reluctance  I  can  prevail  on  myself  to 
make  you  an  answer,  as  I  find  I  am  under  the  very  disagreable  necessity 
of  giving  a  refusal  to  what  your  Lordship  asks  of  me.  There  is  nobody 
1  should  be  fonder  to  serve  than  Lord  Loudon — nobody  whose  friendship 
I  set  a  higher  value  upon ;  yet,  unhappily  for  me,  I  must  deny  him  the 
only  thing  that  fortune  seems  to  have  placed  in  my  power  to  oblige  him 
by.  I  can  only  say,  that  I  am  sure  it  gives  me  more  uneasiness  than  it 
can  give  your  Lordship.  But  old  and  strong  attachments,1  and  even 
engagements  of  no  recent  date,  influence  me  so  forcibly  the  other  way, 
that  were  I  to  break  through  them,  I  should  render  myself  entirely 
unworthy  of  that  share  of  your  Lordship's  favour  which,  I  flatter  myself, 
I  now  enjoy,  and  which  I  shall  most  anxiously  lay  hold  of  any  other 
opportunity  to  cultivate  or  to  promote.  Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  with 
the  greatest  esteem,  &c.  &c. 

CCXXIII. 

THE  HONOURABLE  DAVID  KENNEDY1*  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Ayr,  Nov.  8,  1767. 
Dear  Baron, 

You  will  please  know  that  I  have  this  day  declared  myself  a  candidate 
for  this  county,  for  the  ensuing  election.  Your  own  consequence,  in  ane  affair 
of  this  kind,  makes  me  early  apply  for  your  protection,  and  the  friendship 
which  you  have  always  shown  gives  me  reason  to  hope  I  may  expect  it, 

1   To  the  Eglinton  family. 

l"  Afterwards  David,  10th  Earl  of  Cassilis — on  the  death  of  his  brother  in  1775. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE.  127 

if  your  plans  of  politics  are  not  fixed  in  this  county  with  a  different  view.  1767. 
It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  neither  my  brother  Lord  Cassilis 
nor  me  took  this  step,  without  proposing  such  terms  to  Lord  Eglinton 
and  his  brother  as  we  hope  you  will  think  he  ought  to  have  accepted  of. 
What  these  terms  were,  my  brother  proposes  to  communicate  to  you  in 
town,  as  soon  as  he  can,  as  he  understands  you  leave  the  country  imme- 
diately. He  joins  in  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  you,  and 
I  am,  dear  Baron, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

David  Kennedy. 


CCXXIV. 

THE  HONOURABLE  COLONEL  ARCHIBALD  MONTGOMERIE '  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Eglinton,  Nov.  9. 
Dear  Baron, 

1  did  intend  doing  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you  this  day, 
not  to  ask  one  favour,  but  two — your  vote  and  advice;  but  I  have  got  a 
return  of  my  soar  throat,  and  dare  not  venture  out.  Sir  John  Whiteford 
has  been  here  ;  he  told  me  he  had  been  informed,  that  if  Mr.  Kennedy 
proposed  himself  as  a  candidate  I  would  decline  it.  My  answer  to  that 
was,  that,  if  but  one  man  in  the  county  would  do  me  the  honour  to  vote 
for  me,  I  would  appear  upon  the  day  of  election.  I  shall  write  to  my 
friend  Lord  Granby  to  secure  the  interest  of  Government  in  case  of 
need  :  he  has  ever  acted  with  firmness  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  I  own 
this  is  an  event  I  did  not  look  for,  but  we  must  make  the  best  of  it.  Pray 
let  me  know  what  you  think  of  it.  I  beg  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure, 
and  believe  me  to  be,  Dear  Willy, 

Yours, 

Archd  Montgomerie. 

1  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Ayr  ;  afterwards  eleventh  Earl  of  Eglinton,  on  the  death  of 
his  brother  Alexander,  tenth  Earl,  in  1769.  He  was  father  of  Lady  Mary  Montgomerie, 
and  grandfather  of  the  present  Earl. 
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ccxxv. 

THE  EARL  OF  EGLLNTON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

[No  date.] 
Dear  Baron, 

The  bearer,  M ,'  has  a  prosecution  against  him  in  regard 

to  some  smuggling  affair,  which  he  seems  to  fear  will  quite  ruin  him,  and 
has  beg'd  that  I  would  write  to  you,  to  use  your  best  endeavours  for  him. 

1  The  person  here  alluded  to  was  a  character  of  no  small  notoriety  in  his  day — a  first 
class  farmer,  distinguished,  as  his  Lordship  states,  for  skill  and  enterprise  in  his  profession. 
He  was  a  tall  handsome  man,  of  great  muscular  power,  fierce  spirit,  and  impetuous  pas- 
sions. He  was  also,  in  spite  of  his  Lordship's  favourable  certificate,  an  habitual  and 
desperate  smuggler — the  hero  of  many  a  bloody  and  successful  encounter  with  the  Excise 
and  military.  A  person  long  in  his  service,  and  his  occasional  comrade  in  these  exploits, 
who  died  not  long  ago  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caldwell,  and  from  whose  testimony 
several  of  the  particulars  here  given  are  derived,  remembered,  upon  one  occasion,  his 
knocking  down  an  English  dragoon  with  a  single  blow  of  his  whip  shaft.  Upon  another,  after 
having  slain  a  gauger  in  a  skirmish  on  Lochryan,  he  rode  a  blood  horse,  on  which  he  was 
mounted,  with  such  rapidity  to  Ayr,  entering  the  theatre  in  an  unconcerned  manner  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival,  as  to  enable  him,  when  called  in  question  by  the  police,  to  establish 
an  alibi.  Various  other  desperate  adventures  are  recorded  of  him,  in  which  he  managed 
to  escape  the  severer  penalties  of  the  law.  He  was  equally  remarkable  for  the  profligacy 
of  his  character  in  regard  to  women,  and  died  at  last  on  the  scaffold,  as  reckless  as  he  had 
lived,  a  victim  of  the  same  ungovernable  passions  to  which  the  lives  of  so  many  others 
had  previously  been  sacrificed. 

The  blacker  shades  of  his  character  would  seem  to  have  been  relieved  by  some  more  agree- 
able features.  In  spite  of  all  Ins  defects  and  infidelities,  liis  wife  was  devotedly  attached  to 
him.  She  would  not  believe  him  guilty,  and  spent  the  day  of  his  execution  inastate  approach- 
ing to  phrenzy.  His  body  had  been  ordered  for  dissection,  but  she  succeeded  in  purchasing 
it  from  the  surgeon  to  whom  it  had  been  consigned  for  an  hundred  guineas,  and  procured 
its  decent  interment  "in  his  parish  churchyard.  He  was  also  a  man  of  education  and 
manners  rather  above  his  position  in  life,  and  was  occasionally  admitted  into  the  convivial 
circles  of  the  neighbouring  gentry.  Among  other  social  accomplishments,  he  was  an  adept 
at  chess.  Lord  Kaimes,  the  Judge  by  whom  he  was  tried,  is  said  sometimes,  when  on 
the  circuit  at  Ayr,  to  have  been  his  antagonist  at  this  game ;  and  it  is  to  this  trial  (among 
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My  reason  for  interesting  myself  in  him  is  that  he  is  the  very  best  farmer  1767. 
I  have  on  my  whole  estate,  and  is  really  setting  an  example  to  the  whole 
country.  He  had  sixteen  acres  of  summer  fallow  this  year,  done  in  the 
best  manner,  which  is  now  sown  with  wheat,  and  has  great  part  of  his 
next  season  summer  fallow  ploughed  already;  so  if  this  fellow  is  broke 
or  obliged  to  quit  the  country,  it  will  be  a  real  loss.  He  is  willing  to 
come  under  a  bond  of  £2000  never  to  deal  in  the  smuggling  trade  again, 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  If  this  could  be  done,  it  would  be  doing 
both  him  and  the  country  a  service,  and  I  am  sure  the  Government  would 
gain  more  than  by  taking  all  he  has. 

I  have  been  very  ill  lately,  otherwise  I  should  have  been  in  Edinburgh 
before  now,  to  solicit  your  vote  and  interest  for  my  brother.  This  is  the 
first  day  I  have  been  able  to  go  out  these  ten  days,  but  I  do  not  intend  to 
make  a  vacancy  for  Mr.  David  Kennedy  this  bout.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my 
compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and  entreat  her  interest  for  Archie.  If  she 
says  she  has  none,  pray  put  her  in  mind  of  the  voter's  wife,  who  told  me 
"it  was  a  poor  thing  that  could  do  no  ill  if  it  could  do  no  good ;"  and  so, 
says  she,  "  if  our  John  does  not  vote  for  the  Colonel,  he's  lead  a  weari- 
some life."     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Dear  Baron,  yours, 

Eglintoune. 

various  others  of  which  it  is  related,)  that  a  well-known  anecdote  of  that  celebrated  Judge 
(in  so  far  as  it  may  possess  any  real  claim  to  authenticity,)  is,  with  most  likelihood,  to 
be  referred.  His  Lordship,  it  is  said,  after  concluding  the  fatal  sentence  with  the  usual 
words,  "  The  Lord  have  mercy  on  your  soul,"  added,  in  an  under  voice,  as  the  prisoner 
was  taken  out  of  the  dock,  "  and  that's  check-mate  to  you."  A  more  favourable,  if  not 
perhaps  a  more  true  version,  is,  that  the  proof  had  appeared  insufficient  at  the  outset,  and 
the  case  likely  to  go  in  favour  of  the  prisoner ;  but  that,  when  the  evidence  of  a  principal 
witness  gave  it  a  decided  turn  on  the  other  side,  Lord  Kaimes  remarked  to  Ins  brother 
Judge  (Lord  Braxfield)  who  sat  on  the  bench  with  him,  "  I  think  that  must  be  a  check- 
mate to  him." 

One  of  M 's  daughters  was  remarkable  for  her  beauty.    She  engaged  the  affections 

of  a  Baronet  of  fortune  and  consideration,  and  a  marriage  was  agreed  on  ;  but  his  relations 
interfered,  and  he  gave  it  up.  The  poor  girl  is  said  to  have  died  of  a  broken  heart  within 
a  year  afterwards. 

VOL.  n.  R 
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CCXXVI. 

SIR  GILBERT  ELLIOT  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Dec.  5,  1767. 

We  have  been  in  this  place,  my  Dear  Baron,  for  some  time ;  my 
wife  stays  in  the  country,  near  London,  some  weeks,  in  order  to  re-establish 
her  health,  which  is  rather  the  better  for  her  journey.  We  are  very  great 
as  to  politicks — a  little  altercation  the  first  two  days,  but  it  appears  that 
the  Opposition  is  entirely  broke,  so  I  suppose  the  Session  will  pass  easily. 
A  state  of  the  nation  was  moved  in  the  House  of  Lords,  but  is  again  putt 
off  till  after  the  holidays.  The  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  absolutely  blind, 
was  to  be  couched  this  day.     The  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  gone  to  Bath. 

I  have  seen  and  dined  with  our  friend, '  my  neighbour ;  he  is  not  fallen 
away,  tho'  he  eats  nothing,  and  his  spirits  at  times  tolerably  good.  He 
keeps  more  in  the  country  than  usual ;  I  don't  think  it  unlikely  but  he 
may  go  abroad  in  the  spring. 

Graffigni  has  been  with  me ;  his  numbers  don't  increase,  yet  he  seems 
not  to  lose  hopes.  He  talks  very  advantageously  of  your  two  boys.  I 
am  to  see  them  in  a  day  or  two,  when  I  shall  give  you  a  full  account 
what  I  think  of  their  progress,  and  the  way  they  are  in.  Poor  John  Ross 
is  very  bad ;  I  am  just  come  from  dining  at  the  Duke  of  Grafton's,2  where 
they  had  the  certain  accounts  of  his  death,  and  application  made  for  his 
office.  I  sent  since  I  came  home,  and  the  answer  is  that  he  is  rather 
better.  His  illness  seems  to  be  pleuretick,  tho'  his  physicians  say  there 
is  a  mixture  of  putrid  with  his  fever.  I  will  answer  your  dissertation  on 
my  farms  by  my  practice.  I  think  my  profit  should  come  equal  to  your 
calculation ;  the  draining  in  my  mosses  will  be  a  heavy  article,  but  then 
I  will  lay  out  the  marie  much  cheaper  than  you  state  it,  from  the  erro- 

1  Lord  Bute? 

2  Appointed  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  December  1, 17G(i. 
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neous  practice  you  found  me  pursuing.     I  see  by  the  newspapers  that  1767. 
the  Edinburgh  Theatre  is  still  unsettled.     Pray,  what  becomes  of  your 
great  Navigation  ?     We  vote  the  land  tax  next  Wednesday,  and  mean  to 
push  thro'  the  Session  as  quick  as  possible. 

Our  best  respects  to  Mrs  Mure  and  Miss  Mure. 

Yours  ever, 

G.  E. 


CCXXVII. 

WILLIAM  MACDOWAL,  ESQ.  OF  GARTHLAND1  AND  CASTLESEMPLE,  TO 
BARON  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  27,  1768. 
Dear  Willy, 

I  only  received  your  kind  favour,  which  was  dated  the  19th  instant, 
this  day,  at  12  of  the  clock.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  there  may  be  a 
probability  of  succeeding  in  Wigtonshire,  but  I  am  affraid  we  are  too  late, 
and  that  some  mark't  on  the  list  are  already  engaged.  But  I  shall  be 
glad  if  my  friends  try  it,  and  I  wish  they  could  bring  it  to  bear.  I  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  already  in  my  own  county ;  I 
am  not  able  to  run  so  soon  again  a  second  heat,  for  reasons  you  and  I 
know.  I  should  wish  to  carry  Wigtonshire,  but  I  should  make  but  a  bad 
job  of  it  to  attack  and  be  foiled. 

1  am  pretty  sure,  I  think,  of  carrying  Renfrew,  even  after  all  that  has 
happened.  I  have  always  regretted  that  you  have  been  oblidged  to 
oppose  me,  a  case  I  once  thought  never  could  have  happened ;  I  can 
assure  you  my  personal  regard  and  friendship  for  you  still  subsists,  and 
I  natter  myself  will  continue.  I  should  have  rejoiced  that  your  publick 
connections  had  not  interrupted  our  friendship  and  intimacy,  which  I 

1  Colonel  William  Macdowal  of  Garthland  and  Castlesemple,  grandfather  of  the  pre- 
sent Lieutenant-Colonel  Day  Macdowal  of  Garthland.  He  was  elected  M.P.  for  Renfrew- 
shire in  this  year. 
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1768.  hope  will  soon  again  be  renewed,  and  burn  stronger  by  having  been 
once  broke,  tho'  I  sincerely  could  have  wished  it  had  never  happened. 
I  have  absolute  business  in  my  county,  that  makes  it  quite  improper  for 
me  to  come  to  London.  I  can't  think  but  you  may  come  down  here 
and  bring  full  powers  with  you:  we  are  nearer  the  scene  of  action.  I 
should  not  hesitate,  did  I  think  the  field  so  clear  as  some  of  my  friends ; 
but  I  shall  be  obliged  to  them  if  they  will  try;  and  I  should  be  happy 
that  matters  could  be  brought  about  so  as  to  please  all  .partys,  and  all 
my  friends.  I  go  to  Castlesemple  to-morrow ;  if  there  is  anything  to  be 
done  or  said,  pray  write  me,  and  I  will  meet  you  at  Edinburgh,  when 
you  come  down  ;  I  shall  say  nothing  of  this  to  any  body.  I  am  amazed 
J.  H.  does  not  mark  those  that  the  Administration  may  have  any  effect 
upon,  in  case  they  should  give  their  assistance.  Accept  of  my  best 
wishes,  and  believe  me,  dear  Willy, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Will.  MacDowall. 


CCXXVIII. 
MR.  J.  CRAWFORD1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  21,  1768. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

By  all  I  can  learn,  my  father2  runs  risk  of  being  defeated  in  his 
election,  if  Mr.  Macdowal  should  be  obstinate  enough  not  to  come  into 
any  of  the  schemes  proposed  to  him.    I  hope  soon  to  have  a  good  account 

1  John  Crawford,  Esq.  younger  of  Auchenaimes,  a  man  of  fashion  about  London 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century,  nicknamed  by  his  familiars  "the  Fish,"  or  "Fish 
Crawford,"  and  frequently  alluded  to  under  that  title  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  period.  He 
was  Member  for  Old  Sarumfrom  1768  to  1774,  and  for  Renfrewshire  from  1774  to  1780. 
He  greatly  dilapidated  the  hereditary  estates  of  the  Auchenaimes  family,  by  the  extrava- 
gance of  his  life  in  London,  where  he  died  in  1814. 

2  Now  M.P.  for  Renfrewshire. 
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of  the  success  of  your  interview  with  him.  If  he  is  not  very  absurd  in-  1768. 
deed,  I  think  he  cannot  refuse  indifferently  all  the  proposals  that  are  to 
be  made  to  him.  In  case  Mr.  Macdowal  should  consent,  I  may  possibly 
have  some  difficulty  with  Mr.  Pitt,3  and  therefore  I  wish  to  hear  from  you 
immediately,  that  I  may  endeavour  to  settle  this  matter  with  him.  I  was 
told  yesterday  by  Mr.  Coutts  that  Sir  Robert  Pollock4  and  Sir  Hugh 
Crawford5  had  writ  very  lately  to  Major  Crawford,  and  consented  to  give 
him  the  absolute  disposal  of  their  votes.  This  is  very  shuffling  and  very 
insincere  on  their  part,  and  I  wish  you  to  let  them  know  my  sentiments 
about  it.  I  cannot  allow  them  to  deceive  me  any  more  than  I  would  allow 
myself  to  deceive  them.  Let  my  father's  election  go  as  it  will,  the  Duke 
of  Grafton  will  certainly  keep  his  word  to  me  with  regard  to  them ;  but, 
as  I  recommended  them  to  him  as  his  friends,  if  they  do  not  declare  them- 
selves as  such,  I  shall  think  myself  authorised  to  withdraw  my  recommen- 
dation. It  is  my  opinion  that  this  cannot  be  expressed  in  too  plain  terms 
to  these  gentlemen,  and  that  they  will  be  better  fixed  this  way  than  any 
other.  I  have  not  yet  seen  Major  Crawford.  He  will  give  us  his  vote 
at  last ;  but  he  will  stand  out  for  some  time,  and  make  a  merit  of  it.  I 
think,  however,  upon  the  whole,  that  I  may  venture  to  answer  for  him. 
The  Parliament,  it  is  thought,  will  be  dissolved  in  a  very  few  days  ;  there- 
fore no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  endeavouring  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Macdowal. 

Were  my  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Grafton  satisfactory?  That  which 
regarded  Sir  Robert  Pollock  was  writ  entirely  with  his  own  hand.  I  beg 
you  will  offer  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  greatest  regard,  &c. 

John  Craufurd. 

P.S. — The  tenth  of  next  month,  I  believe,  will  be  the  last  day  of  this 
Parliament.     Mr.  Stewart  is  coming  down  immediately.     My  father,  I 

3  George  Pitt,  Esq.  created  Lord  Rivers  in  1776. 
*  Of  that  Ilk. 
5  Of  Jordanhill. 
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1768.  think,  might  be  of  more  use  in  Renfrewshire  than  he  can  be  here.     I 
shall  endeavour  to  persuade  him  to  go  down  as  soon  as  possible. 


CCXXIX. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME.1 

London,  Feb.  26,  1768. 
Dear  Sir, 

Major  Craufurd  came  to  me  this  morning,  and  has  promised  to  vote 
for  my  father,  and  has  likewise  engaged  for  the  two  Knights.2  He  was 
fully  informed  to  do  so  by  their  letters  to  him,  which  I  read,  and  which 
gives  me  a  very  bad  opinion  of  the  Knights,  as  they  had  already  engaged 
themselves  to  my  father.  The  Major  told  me  very  expressly  that  he 
gave  his  interest  to  me,  not  to  my  father,  as  he  thought  himself  extremely 
ill  used  by  Lord  Bute,  and  would  be  happy  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
shewing  his  resentment.  I  walked  for  an  bom'  with  Stewart3  this  morning 
in  the  Park,  but  found  him  very  impracticable ;  and,  if  his  father  is 
equally  so,  nothing  can  be  made  of  them.  You,  who  know  the  county 
so  well,  might  perhaps  yet  contrive  to  win,over  a  few  more  votes.  The 
friendship  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
ought  surely  to  be  sufficient  to  bring  about  so  small  a  matter.  But  what- 
ever can  be  done,  I  know  will  be  done  by  you.  I  am  ever, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

J.  Craufurd. 

1  This  and  the  following  Letter  must  have  crossed  each  other  on  the  road.     Hence, 
though  not  inserted  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  they  follow  that  of  their  subject. 

2  Sir  Robert  Pollock  of  that  Ilk,  and  Sir  Hew  Crawford  of  Jordanhill,  Renfrewshire 
Baronets,  nearly  connected  with  each  other. 

3  Probably  the  late  Sir  John  Shaw  Stewart  of  Avdgowan ;   then  Mr.  Stewart. 
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ccxxx. 

Copy  Letter:    BARON  MURE  TO  JOHN  CRAUFORD,  ESQ.  AND  POSTSCRIPT  BY 
MR.  M'DOWALL  OF  GARTHLAND. 

Edin.  Feb.  22,  1768. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  yesterday  a  full  discussion  with  Mr.  M'Dowall  upon  the  va- 
rious articles  we  concerted  at  London.  I  first  proposed  to  him  his  giving 
up  the  county  of  Renfrew  to  your  father  for  this  Parliament,  upon  assur- 
ances of  our  joint  support  for  the  next ;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  should 
take  his  chance  of  the  county  of  Galloway  for  this  election.  This  he  did 
not  at  all  relish.  I  then  mentioned  to  him  the  arrangement  we  had 
proposed  of  your  having  Renfrewshire,  and  his  having  your  borough  in 
England.  This  he  liked  much  better,  and,  under  certain  conditions, 
agreed  to. 

In  order  to  avoid  mistakes  in  a  matter  of  this  consequence,  I  shall 
state  every  article  as  treated  betwixt  us. 

That  you  should  now  be  candidate  for  the  county  of  Renfrew,  in 
place  of  your  father,  and  that  Mr.  M'Dowall  should  support  you  with  his 
vote  and  all  his  interest,  not  only  at  the  next,  but  also  at  the  subsequent 
general  election,  and  at  every  election  where  you  may  be  a  candidate  for 
that  county,  during  two  Parliaments. 

That  you  should  secure  Mr.  M'Dowall  in  being  elected,  without  trouble 
or  expense,  for  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum,  at  the  general  election ;  and 
during  the  course  of  next  Parliament,  if  he  should  have  occasion  to  vacate 
his  seat. 

That,  in  the  event  of  his  being  chosen  for  the  county  of  Galloway,  he 
is  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  transfer  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum  to  any 
friend  he  shall  name  ;  and  you  engage  equally  for  the  success  of  that 
friend  as  for  his  own. 

By  Mr.  M'Dowall's  interest,  which  he  is  to  give  to  you,  is  understood 
all  the  votes  created  by  him,  together  with  Mr.  Milliken  and  his  family 
votes. 
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1768.  The  clause  of  Mr.  M'Dowall's  being  allowed  to  transfer  Old  Sarum, 
if  he  succeeds  in  Galloway,  is  reasonable.  His  views  upon  that  county 
are  chiefly  against  the  Parliament  after  next,  when  he  stands  engaged 
to  you  for  the  county  of  Renfrew,  and  'tis  thought  an  attempt  made 
now,  whether  with  or  without  success,  may  be  of  use  to  promote  that 
purpose. 

These  articles  are  only  understood  to  take  place  if  you  on  the  one 
hand  can  procure  the  assignment  of  the  borough  from  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
manner  proposed ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  Mr.  M'Dowall  can  procure  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Milliken  and  Colonel  Napier,  and  their  concurrence  in  the 
engagements  he  is  to  enter  into.  You'll  therefore  immediately  apply  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  M'Dowall  will  apply  to  his  friends.  I  beg  to  have 
your  answer  to  every  part  of  this  letter  by  course  of  post.  Believe  me, 
with  great  regard, 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Will.  Mure. 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  22,  1768. 
Sir, 

I  have  read  over  the  above  letter,  and  find  it  contains  all  the  par- 
ticulars that  Baron  Mure  and  I  talked  of  yesterday.     I  am, 

Sir, 

*  *. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  Will.  M'Dowall. 

P.S. — I  do  not  pretend  to  take  upon  me  to  answer  for  Mr.  Milliken  ; 
he  will  do  as  he  pleases.  W.  M'D. 

John  Crauford,  Esq.  &c. 
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CCXXXI. 

MR.  J.  CRAUFURD  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  March  1, 1768. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  propose  to  Mr.  Pitt  to  give  Mr.  Macdowal 
the  nomination  to  his  borough.  I  know  it  would  be  to  no  purpose,  as  I 
am  sure  he  would  not  consent  to  it.  The  only  agreement  that  can  be 
made  with  Mr.  Macdowal  is,  that  I  should  be  returned  for  Mr.  Pitt's 
borough  and  the  county  ;  and  that,  if  he  should  not  succeed  in  Galloway, 
and  I  cannot  effectuate  the  resigning  the  borough  to  him,  I  should  resign 
the  county.  It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  my  father's  retiring 
is  only  upon  the  condition  of  my  being  secured  in  the  county  at  the  next 
general  election  after  this.     This  should  be  expressed  very  clearly,  so 

that  there  may  be  no  cavilling  afterwards.     I  am  assured  by  H and 

D that  there  is  great  probability  of  Mr.  M'Dowal  succeeding  in 

Galloway,  if  he  is  but  steady ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  procure  the 
only  two  favors  Mr.  Hamilton  desires. 

I  shall  not  speak  to  Mr.  Pitt  till  I  hear  farther  from  you.  I  do  not 
doubt  of  his  consent  to  bring  in  Mr.  Macdowal ;  but  I  can  make  no  other 
proposal  to  him.     I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Ever  yours, 

J.  Craufurd. 


CCXXXII. 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  March  1,  1768. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  now  three  letters  of  yours  lying  before  me,  the  last  of  which 
is  dated  the  26th  past,  mentioning  Lord  J.  Murray's  wishes  about  Sir 
vol.  n.  s 
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3  768.  Andrew  Mitchell's1  borroughs.  By  all  I  can  learn  of  the  matter,  Sir 
Andrew  has  no  sort  of  desire  to  be  out  of  Parliament,  and,  as  that  is  the 
case,  you  may  be  certain  that  Government  would  never  force  him  out, 
who  is  actually  employed  in  very  interesting  matters  for  his  Majesty's 
service,  and  that  at  the  desire  of  the  Ministry,  not  in  consequence  of  his 
own  solicitations,  for  he  was  by  no  means  fond  of  returning  to  the  Court 
of  Berlin.  Let  me  add,  that  there  is  no  period  fixed  for  his  return  home, 
so  that  he  may  be  here  at  any  time.  Lord  J.,  therefore,  may  be  informed 
of  these  circumstances,  and  judge  himself  of  the  whole  matter.  I  should 
be  very  well  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  be  of  service  to  Lord  John, 
but  it  must  be  in  my  power  before  I  can  accomplish  it. 

Now  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  past.  All  I  have  to  say  to  that,  is,  that 
your  intelligence  of  Captain  Ross's  giving  up  all  views  of  the  county  was 
premature.2 

As  to  the  business  of  Mr.  Barclay  resigning  the  office  of  Secretary  to 

1  This  gentleman,  of  whom  frequent  mention  occurs  in  these  Letters,  (No.  xvn.  Note 
12,  No.  lv.  &c.)  son  of  a  minister  of  the  High  Church,  Edinburgh,  rose  from  small 
beginnings  to  be  one  of  the  most  distinguished  diplomatists  of  his  age,  representative  of 
Great  Britain  at  the  Court  of  Prussia  during  the  eventful  period  from  1753  to  1771 — the 
year  of  his  death.  Sir  Andrew  was  not  only  a  chief  personal  favourite  of  the  Great  Fre- 
derick, but  his  lively  wit  and  brilliant  conversation  rendered  him  one  of  the  principal 
ornaments  of  the  society  of  Berlin.  On  his  arrival  in  that  city — according  to  his  French 
biographer — having  no  turn  for  card-playing,  then,  as  now,  a  chief  amusement  of  the 
German  evening  circles,  some  embarrassment  was  felt  as  to  how  the  English  Ambassador 
was  to  be  entertained ;  but  in  a  very  short  time  it  was  found  that,  wherever  he  appeared, 
numbers  were  attracted  from  the  card  tables  by  the  charm  of  his  society.  Among  his 
bons  mots,  the  following  has  been  recorded.  On  Frederick's  rallying  him  on  some  ill  suc- 
cess of  the  British  arms,  he  replied,  that,  "  By  God's  help,  they  hoped  to  make  amends 
the  next  campaign."  "  By  God's  help?"  said  the  King,  "  this  is  one  of  your  allies  of 
whom  I  was  not  previously  aware ! "  "  Indeed,  Sire,"  said  Sir  Andrew,  "  we  place  more 
reliance  on  him  than  on  all  the  rest — although  he  is  the  only  one  who  costs  us  nothing." 
Prussia  was  at  this  time  largely  subsidised  by  Britain. 

Sir  Andrew's  correspondence,  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  (the  publication  of 
which,  in  George  the  Third's  time,  was  postponed  at  the  express  desire  of  that  Monarch,) 
is  probably  the  most  important  series  of  documents,  illustrative  of  the  period  of  history 
over  which  it  extends. 

2  See  No.  cc. 
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his  son,  I  apprehend  no  new  appointment  will  be  made  at  that  Board,  17O8. 
till  the  whole  of  it  is  maturely  considered,  and  a  considerable  alteration 
made  in  it,  both  in  the  number  of  the  Commissioners  and  in  the  annual 
expense  of  management.  This,  I  have  reason  to  think,  is  the  Duke  of 
Grafton's  idea  of  the  matter,  and  it  is  strongly  my  own.  Thirty-six  or 
more  Commissioners,  and  800£  or  900£  per  annum  expence  of  salaries 
to  officers  of  the  Board  at  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  manage  an  estate  of 
no  more  than  2300£,  or  suppose  3000£  per  annum,  must,  I  think,  strike 
every  mortal  as  being  a  most  faulty  establishment ;  and  when  I  am  asked 
why  a  couple  of  clerks,  one  at  60£  or  80£,  and  another  at  40£  or  £50 
per  annum,  cannot  do  all  that  is  necessary  at  Edinburgh  about  such  an 
estate  as  many  private  gentlemen  enjoy  net,  and  paid  into  their 
bankers'  hands, — I  say,  when  I  am  asked  this,  I  have  nothing  to  reply 
but  that, — to  be  sure  they  may.  However,  this  is  much  too  busy  a  mo- 
ment for  going  into  matters  of  this  kind. 
So  adieu, 

Dear  Baron. 

Yours  sincerely. 


CCXXXIII. 

EARL  OF  LOUDOUN  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Loudoun,  Aprile  6, 1768. 
Two  o'clock. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

This  moment  I  returned  from  Air,  and  received  yours  of  yesterday, 
and,  since  you  agree  to  my  plan,  every  thing  is  ready  for  the  execution 
of  it  on  my  part.  I  have  not  yet  opened  my  mind  to  the  present  Provost 
of  Air,  who  is  the  delagate,  but  I  have  fully  to  Provost  Ferguson,  who 
approves  of  it,  and  will  communicate  it  to  the  delagate,  and  instruct  ac- 
cordingly, so  soon  as  I  let  him  know  you  have  agreed  to  it.  I  can  further 
tell  you,  this  plan  is  now  more  necessary  than  I  at  first  imagined,  for  every 
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1768.  iron  is  in  the  fire  to  defeat  us  in  the  boroughs. '  There  has  been  a  strong 
push  at  Air,  and  I  am  much  misinformed  if  they  have  been  idle  at  Rosa.2 
I  have  not  yet  learnt  what  steps  have  been  taken  as  to  the  Highland 
boroughs.3 

I  am  glad  you  approve  of  our  meeting.  I  will  be  at  Irvine4  on  Sunday, 
to  take  care  of  my  delagate  and  have  him  with  me,  altho'  there  is  no  fear 
of  his  intentions ;  but  I  have  some  reason  to  suspect  there  may  be  attempts 
to  steal  the  delagates'  commissions,  and  I  put  you  on  your  guard  as  to 
this  article  for  your  delagates. 

Pray  let  us  meet  on  Sunday  at  Irvine.  As  to  any  assurances  from 
the  Irvine  delagate,  there  can  be  do  dependance  put  upon  what  he  may 
say. 

This  morning  we  fixt  the  election  for  the  county  of  Air  for  Saturday, 
Aprile  the  16th.  Linlithgow  is  fix't  for  the  same  day.  Our  accounts  of 
Clidsdale  are  the  same  with  yours.  When  the  letters  came  away,  Mr. 
Stuart  was  with  Mr.  Ross  Lockbart  to  perswade  him  to  put  off 
till  the  21st.  Neither  the  14th  nor  21st,  you  will  see,  will  interfere 
with  us. 

Charles  Dalrymple  was  set  out  before  this  measure  was  taken,  and  I 
beg  you  will  communicate  this  to  him  and  any  other  friends  tbat  may  be 
with  you.  My  best  compliments  attend  your  landlord ;  and  I  ever  am, 
with  sincere  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
Loudoun. 

Baron  Mure. 


1  Their  candidate  was  the  Honourable  James  Archibald  Stuart,  second  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Bute,  afterwards  Mr.  Wortley  Stuart,  father  of  the  present  Lord  Wharncliff. 
He  was  elected. 

2  Rothsay? 

3  Inverary  and  Campbelton. 

4  The  remaining  borough  of  the  district. 
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CCXXXIV. 

EARL  OF  LOUDOUN  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Loudoun,  Aprile  9,  1768. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  this  date.  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  we  have  nothing  to  trust  to  respecting  Irvine ;  for  every  art 
has  been  used,  and  I  cannot  see  any  security  they  could  give  us  that 
would  be  satisfactory.  Therefore  we  must  fight  upon  our  own  legs, 
which  I  think  we  are  well  able  to  do. 

I  will  certainly  meet  you  at  three  o'clock,  and  have  no  objection  to 
dining  at  your  house,  though  I  have  ordered  private  lodgings,  and  some 
meat  provided  at  another  house ;  which  we  can  settle  when  we  meet. 

As  Charles1  comes,  he  will  bring  the  Air  delagate  along  with  him; 
and  I  think  it  would  be  right  for  us  to  keep  our  delagates  with  us,  and 
I  also  think  it  would  be  improper  for  us  to  leave  the  town  till  the  elec- 
tion is  over.     1  ever  am,  with  sincere  regard, 

Dear  Sir,  your  most,  &c. 

Loudoun. 

I  wish  you  joy  of  the  Renfrew  Election,  and  of  the  manner  of  carry- 
ing it.2 


1  Charles  Dalrymple  of  Orangefield  (?) 

2  Mr.  Macdowal  was  elected  on  condition  of  Mr.  J.  Crawford  coming  in  for  the 
ensuing  Parliament,  which  he  did  in  1774. 
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ccxxxv. 


LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  June  9,  1768. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  am  ashamed  to  send  you  the  enclosed  from  good  Dr.  C .'  upon 

two  accounts ;  the  one  is  that  I  have  let  it  lye  by  me  so  long  before  I 
forward  it ;  the  other  that  I  send  it  you  maimed ;  an  accident  having 
happened  to  the  other  half  sheet  of  it,  I  was  obliged  to  tear  it  off.  My 
having  delayed  so  long  sending  it  has  been  owing  to  my  having  been 
backwards  and  forwards  frequently  with  my  brother  at  Luton,  and  vari- 
ous pieces  of  business  with  him,  which  has  ingrossed  intirely  my  time, 
and  prevented  me  from  attending  to  anything  else.  I  think  I  have  at 
last  prevailed  on  him  to  go  abroad ;  but  take  no  notice  of  this  till  you 
hear  it  from  himself,  or  by  bis  own  direction.  It  is  surely  high  time  he 
tried  another  climate,  as  Sir  William  Duncan2  told  me  that,  if  he  did  not, 
he  would  not  answer  for  his  life  till  next  spring.  His  complaint  in  his 
stomach  has  now  lasted,  without  any  favourable  change,  since  the  begin- 
ning of  March,  17G7,  much  too  long  not  to  have  done  great  harm  where 
no  human  eye  can  penetrate ;  but  enough  on  a  painful  subject ! 

He  thinks  of  going  to  Barege  Waters,  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenean 
Mountains;  and  probably  will  pass  his  next  winter  in  the  South  of  France, 
or  in  Italy.  But,  my  dear  Mure,  I  must  repeat  to  you  my  request,  not 
to  take  any  notice  of  this  to  any  mortal;  or  seem  to  know  it  yourself, 
till  you  hear  further  from  me  or  from  himself  about  it. 

Now  one  word  to  the  enclosed  letter  ;  there  is  nothing  I  would  not 

1  The  enclosures  are  several  letters  of  little  interest,  from  a  Dr.  John  Campbell,  appa- 
rently the  voluminous  historical,  biographical,  and  political  writer  of  that  name,  principal 
author  of  the  "  Universal  History,"  "  Biographia  Britannia,"  &c.  &c.  &c.  He  seems  to 
have  been  patronised  by  Lord  Bute  and  his  friends.  Dr.  Johnson  said  of  him  that  he  had 
nade  more  money  by  his  works  than  any  author  who  "  grazed  the  common  of  literature." 

2  A  distinguished  London  physician  of  the  day. 
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do  to  oblige  that  excellent  man  Dr.  C ;  but  by  what  I  could  learn   1768. 

in  that  country,  his  son-in-law  wants  a  thing  more  difficult  to  obtain 
tban  another ;  and,  when  got,  of  less  advantage  to  him  than  the  other. 
This  is  what  I  learned;  but  Culdares  can  explain  the  whole  fully  to  you, 
and  he  is  a  very  hearty  friend,  I  believe  a  relation  too,  of  the  worthy 
Doctor. 

I  am,  dear  Baron, 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  S.  M. 


CCXXXVI. 


LORD  BUTE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Luton,  July  19,  1768. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

You  will  have  learned  that  I  have  at  last  been  prevail'd  on  to  try 
the  Waters  of  Barrege  at  the  Pyrenees,  and,  in  order  to  get  six  weeks  of 
them  this  season,  I  propose  setting  out  the  very  beginning  of  next  month. 
If  I  find  no  benefit  from  them,  or  the  journey,  which  is  above  700  miles, 
I  will  return  again  in  October,  for  I  feel  things  going  so  fast  down  hill, 
that  I  can't  think  I  can  last  long  in  this  way.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they 
prove  of  service  to  my  stomach,  sleep,  and  bowells,  I  will  pass  the  winter 
in  running  thro'  a  warm  climate,  and  try  the  waters  again  in  June.  This 
is  my  purpose;  and  with  great  difficulty  I  have  brought  myself  to  it,  for 
the  whole  is  in  some  respects  worse  than  death  to  my  feelings.  If  I 
get  better,  I  shall  rejoice  in  meeting  my  worthy  friend  again;  if  not,  1 
must  submit  to  my  fate;  but,  in  all  events,  I  never,  while  Hive,  can  for- 
get all  the  instances  of  friendship  you  have  shown  me.  Continue,  mv 
dear  friend,  your  kind  attention  to  Bute,  and  if  any  thing  happens,  while 
I  am  absent,  that  demands  my  intervention,  Lady  Bute  will  have  full 
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1768.  power  to  act  as   I  should  do  when  present.     Farewell,  my  dear  Mure, 
May  all  happiness  attend  you.     I  am,  with  the  greatest  truth, 

Most  affectionately,  yours,  &c. 

Bute. 


CCXXXVII. 


LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Srafieldsea,  September  3, 1768. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  past,  inclosing  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Board  of  Annexed  Estates  about  the  business  of  good  Dr. 
Campbell's  friend  ;  but  'tis  above  three  weeks  since  I  learned  and  informed 
him  how  it  had  gone.  If  it  contributes  to  his  satisfaction,  it  will  give  me 
real  pleasure,  for  he  is  an  excellent  man,  and  there  are  mighty  few  of 
those  running  about  the  world. 

I  heard  of  my  brother  being  got  to  Tours  on  his  way  to  Bourdeaux, 
Toulouse,  and  Barege,  and  I  expect  to  hear  from  him  about  the  10th  or 
12th  of  this  month  from  Barege.  When  I  learn  any  news  of  him,  I'll 
drop  you  a  line  to  impart  it  to  you,  as  you  desire.  I  went  with  him  to 
Dover,  and  saw  him  embark — no  pleasing  scene,  I  promise  you  !  When 
I  returned  to  London,  I  found  a  story  had  got  about  that  a  mob  had  rose 
at  Dover,  insulted  him  grossly,  pulled  his  coach  in  pieces,  &c.  &c.  I  was 
even  asked  about  this  by  several  personages,  to  whom  I  answered  that 
there  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it,  no  more  than  in  most  of  the 
tales  spread  of  that  worthy  man.  There  were  several  sailors  at  the  inn 
door  at  Dover,  when  he  got  into  his  coach  to  go  to  the  sea  side,  who  gave 
him  two  or  three  cheers ;  and  there  was  a  boy  or  two  who  hissed  and 
cried  Wilkes  and  Liberty ;  but  this  last  was  the  whole  of  it.  I  mention 
these  trifles  more  particularly,  as  I  am  told  that  the  papers  (which  I  never 
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read,)  abounded  for  some  time  afterwards  with  accounts  of  the  insults  1768. 
Lord  Bute  had  met  with  at  Canterbury,  Dover,  and  along  that  road  ; 
and,  what  is  more,  many  of  the  Foreign  Ministers  spoke  to  me  on  this 
subject,  and,  I  make  no  doubt,  had  transmitted  it  to  their  several  Courts 
before  they  asked  me  about  it.  Some  time  before  he  left  London,  the 
French  Ambassador  wrote  me  a  note,  desiring  to  come  to  me.  As  I  am 
very  well  acquainted  with  him,  I  went  to  him,  to  know  what  pressing 
business  he  had  to  impart  to  me.  He  then  asked  me  if  my  brother  was 
going  to  Barege  ?.  in  case,  it  was  a  matter  1  had  no  difficulty  to  answer. 
I  told  him  that  he  meant  to  go  soon  thither.  He  then  informed  me  that 
he  had  orders  from  the  King  of  France  and  the  Duke  de  Choiseul  to  in- 
timate to  Lord  Bute  that  His  Majesty  had  a  house  at  Barege,  inhabited 
by  the  Governor,  who  had  orders  to  prepare  it  for  my  brother,  and  to  pay 
him  every  sort  of  attention  in  his  power  ;  that  the  Due  de  Richelieu,  Lieu- 
tenant du  Roy  en  Guienne,  had  had  the  King's  commands  to  the  like 
effect.  In  short,  the  Ambassador  accable'd  me  with  his  unbounded  civility 
and  attention.  I  said  I  would  report  it  all  to  my  brother ;  but  that  I 
knew  beforehand,  the  greatest  favor  could  be  done  him  was  to  allow  him 
(in  his  state  of  health,  incapable  of  accepting  the  honors  intended  him,) 
to  pass  thro'  France  unobserved  as  the  most  private  individual ;  and  indeed 
my  poor  brother  was  much  obliged  to  me  for  getting  him  free  from  all 
these  marks  of  distinction,  at  least  as  far  as  it  was  in  my  power,  from  my 
acquaintance  with  the  French  Ministry,  to  do.  These  civilities  in  France 
would  have  been,  by  his  most  uncandid  enemies  here,  related  as  marks  of 
his  having  betray'd  his  loved  master  and  country  to  France  in  the  late 
ever-glorious  peace.  But  I  will  now  put  an  end  to  this  long  tale,  into 
which  I  have  been  insensibly  drawn,  and  which  1  fancy  you  will  be 
glad  to  see  closed.  You  ask  me  who  went  with  my  brother  ?  Mr. 
Charles,  late  preceptor  to  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Dukes  of  Glou- 
cester and  Cumberland ;  and  he  also  took  with  him  his  son  Charles. 
Now,  dear  Baron,  farewell.  I  am  sure  you'll  fall  asleep  over  this  long 
scrawl. 

When  you  write,  direct  to  me,  as  usual,  at  London. 

VOL.  II.  T 
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1768.        Mr.  Pitt1  has  lent  me  a  very  pretty  place2  here  in  Hampshire,  where 
1  shall  probably  remain  a  month  or  two  at  least. 


CCXXXVIII. 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Sept.  28,  1768. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  event  of  this  day.  The  Duchess  of 
Hamilton  has  produced  a  male  heir  to  the  Argyle  family,1"  and  a  brother 
to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  I  called  some  hours  agoe  at  Argyle  House, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  Duchess  is  in  as  good  a  way  as 
can  be  expected,  and  that  the  young  Highland  chieftain  has  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  health  and  strength. 

Since  coming  to  town,  1  have  been  applied  to  oftener  than  once  by  the 
Duchess  and  Lady  Betty  Hamilton2*  about  some  supplies  for  fitting  her 
out  this  winter  for  a  presentation  at  Court.  It  seems  she  is  to  be  launched 
at  Court  some  time  in  January,  and  the  sum  requisite  for  her  outfit  will 
be  200\£.  This  sum,  it  is  proper,  should  be  raised  out  of  her  portion, 
which  is  5,000£  or  6,000£.  If  the  funds  should  prove  deficient  of  paying 
the  debts,  I  told  them  that  deficiency  would  affect  the  younger  children's 
provisions  in  the  first  place ;  however,  that  I  should  write  of  it  to  you, 
and  that  we  should  all  lay  our  heads  together  to  have  Lady  Betty  appear 
comme  ilfaut.  She  is  a  fine  girl,  very  handsome,  and  I  tbink  it  will  not 
be  long  before  she  arrives  in  some  good  harbour.  With  compliments,  &c. 
always, 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

Andw  Stedart. 

1  Afterwards  Lord  Rivers. 

2  Strathfieldsaye,  now  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
l*  The  late  George,  Duke  of  Argyle. 

2*  Afterwards  Lady  Derby. 
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CCXXXIX. 

ANDREW  STUART,  ESQ.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Oct.  17,  1768. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  of  the  death  of  Lord  Morton.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  succeeds  him 
as  Lord  Register.  This  favour  was  granted  very  readily,  and  in  the 
handsomest  manner.  Accounts  of  it  are  sent  to  Lord  Frederick,  now  in 
Ireland,  which,  I  suppose,  will  bring  him  speedily  over;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  will  now  give  up  the  Secretaryship  in  Ireland,  and 
attend  the  business  of  the  House  of  Commons  here. 

Lord  Lorn  and  1  had  some  conversation  yesterday  about  Lord 
Frederick's  new  election,  which  this  incident  makes  necessary.  I  am 
persuaded  there  will  be  no  competition  or  difficulty  about  it.  Accidents 
such  as  this  which  has  befallen  Lord  Frederick  are  not  apt  to  render  a 
man's  chance  worse. 

I  have  made  Lady  Betty  very  happy  by  reading  to  her  that  part  of 
your  letter  which  related  to  her  affairs.  She  said  she  was  now  convinced 
her  tutors  were  not  made  of  iron.  I  could  not  help  observing  that  it 
would  require  them  to  be  made  of  gold,  to  answer  all  the  exigencies  of 
some  j'ears. 

I  have  never  heard  a  word  of  Linlithgow  politics  since  arriving  here. 
It  were  a  pity  if  that  town  were  allowed  to  slip  through  our  fingers,  after 
so  much  pains  bestowed.  Captain  Ross  Lockhart's1  delaying  to  declare 
his  option,  looks  as  if  they  were  not  quite  certain  of  the  Boroughs.  I 
make  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  option  being  for  the  county.  I  think 
the  best  thing  that  can  be  done,  is  to  make  some  agreement  with  Mr. 


1  Captain  Ross  Lockhart  of  Balnagown,  elected,  it  would  seem,  both  for  the 
Linlithgow  boroughs,  which  he  previously  represented,  and  for  Lanarkshire.  He  sat  for 
the  latter.     James  Dickson,  Esq.  of  Broughton,  came  in  for  the  boroughs. 
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1768.  Murray  and  his  friends,  that  we  will  assist  him  with  Linlithgow  this  time, 
upon  their  agreeing-  to  assist  us  in  their  borough,  in  case,  during  the  seven 
years,  Mr.  Murray  is  provided  for,  or  quits  Parliament. 

Yesterday,  or  the  day  before,  Lord  Chatham  wrote  a  letter  to  His 
Majesty,  resigning  the  Privy  Seal.  The  letter  is  writ  in  very  respectful 
terms,  and  he  puts  it  entirely  on  the  state  of  his  health. 

Lord  Lome  is  soon  to  be  in  Scotland.  He  only  waits  the  christening 
of  his  son,  to  whom  His  Majesty  is  to  be  godfather  by  proxy.  Lord 
March  is  the  proxy  appointed.     I  beg  to  be  remembered,  &c. 

Yours,  &c. 

Andw  Stuart. 


CCXL. 

TIM    SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  December  29,  1768. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  this  day  with  Mr.  Dunning,1  who  goes  to  the  country  to- 
morrow, and  carrys  all  our  papers  with  him,  in  order  to  make  himself 
fully  master  of  them  before  our  consultation  on  the  9th  of  January.  Mr. 
Yorke2  and  Wedderburn3  are  busy  at  the  same  work.     It  was  a  great 

1  Afterwards  Lord  Ashburton,  counsel  for  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  in  the  Douglas 
case. 

2  The  Honourable  (  harles  Yorke,  second  son  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  appointed  Lord 
Chancellor  in  January .  1770.  He  died  three  days  afterwards,  before  his  patent  of  Peerage 
could  be  made  out  ;  or.  if  we  may  trust  other  accounts,  committed  suicide,  from  consci- 
ousness of  treachery  to  his  party,  in  accepting  the  appointment.  Similar  charges  of  bad 
faith  lie  at  his  door  in  regard  to  this  law-suit.  "  The  Duchess  of  Douglas  thought  she 
"  had  retained  him.  but.  hearing  he  was  gone  over  to  the  other  side,  sent  for  him,  and 
"  questioned  him  home.  He  could  not  deny  that  he  had  engaged  himself  to  the  House 
"  of  Hamilton."  "  Thei  ,  Sir,"  said  she,  "in  the  next  world  whose  will  you  be,  for  we 
"  have  all  had  you  ?"     Walpole's  Memoirs  of  Reign  of  George  III.  Vol.  m.  p.  302. 

3  Afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  and  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 
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point  gained  our  being  allowed  three  counsel,  by  which  we  have  the  benefit  1768. 
of  three  able  hands  to  encounter  that  great  gun  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,4 
whom  they  talk  of  in  this  country  as  a  conjuror. 

All  the  world  is  reading  the  cases  at  present,  and  the  other  party,  by 
themselves  and  their  emissaries,  are  extremely  active,  and  making  interest 
as  if  they  were  canvassing  for  an  election. 

By  what  Mr.  Dagg  told  me  to-day  of  a  conversation  he  had  with  the 
sollicitor  for  the  other  party,  I  find  they  intend  to  give  very  high  fees  to 
their  counsel  upon  this  occasion — no  less  than  300  guineas  to  each  for 
their  consultation  fees  and  first  day's  appearance,  and  twenty  guineas  a 
piece  for  every  other  day's  appearance.  I  have  desired  Mr.  Dagg  to  call 
upon  Mr.  Gordon  to-morrow  morning,  to  learn  from  him  this  more  pre- 
cisely, for  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  the  same,  or  nearly 
the  same  fees  that  they  do,  which,  with  so  many  counsel,  will  fall 
heavy. 

It  is  as  yet  uncertain  whether  the  twelve  Judges  are  to  attend.  A 
motion  to  that  purpose  was  made  by  Lord  March  the  last  day  that  the 
House  of  Lords  met ;  but,  upon  the  Duke  of  Atholl's  making  some  oppo- 
sition to  it  on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the  House,  and  their  being 
unprepared,  it  was  withdrawn,  pro  tempore.  Mr.  Yorke  says  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  Judges  being  present.5 
Adieu,  and  believe  me  alM'ays,  &c. 

Andw'  Stdart. 

4  Now  Attorney-General ;  afterwards  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  Baron 
Grantly. 

5  The  contents  of  this  and  several  subsequent  Letters  refer  to  the  great  Douglas  cause, 
at  this  time  in  progress  before  the  House  of  Lords,  by  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Session. 
There  exists,  as  may  be  supposed,  among  Mr.  Mure's  papers,  a  voluminous  correspondence 
on  the  details  of  this  celebrated  law-plea.  But,  even  could  the  subject  possess  any  general 
interest  at  the  present  day,  the  insertion  of  documents  relative  to  the  merits  of  the  suit 
were  obviously  improper  and  out  of  place,  as  recalli  g  attention  to  questions  of  a  disa- 
greeably delicate  nature,  which  have  long  been,  and  ought  to  remain,  buried  in  oblivion. 
The  few  here  inserted  relate  to  matters  of  merely  collateral  interest,  essential  to  the  bio- 
graphical or  literary  continuity  of  the  whole  Collection.  Whatever  seemed  to  exceed 
these  limits  has  been  carefully  omitted  or  expunged.     In  regard  to  the  strong  expressions 
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CCXLI. 


LORD  PRIVY  SEAX  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Feb.  7,  1769  . 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  this  day  given  into  the  House  a  fair  copy  of  the  list  you 
sent  me  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  for  the  county  of  Bute,  this 
being  the  last  day  of  presenting  those  lists. 

We  are  all  half  dead  with  the  attendance  last  week  on  the  variety  of 
charges  of  guilt  brought  against  that  excellent  citizen  and  patriot  Mr. 
Wilkes.  However,  he  is  now,  thank  Heaven !  expelled  our  House,  and 
I  would  willingly  hope  that,  during  my  day  there,  he  will  not  appear 
again  as  a  Member ;  tho'  he  has  already  requested  his  notable  electors 
of  this  county  to  re-choose  him,  in  one  of  the  most  infamous  handbills 
ever  printed  and  published  in  any  country  that  pretended  to  have  law  or 
civil  government  among  them.  If  he  pleases,  he  will,  however,  be 
re-elected,  tho'  he  will  not  sit  unless  we  please,  and  that  we  probably 
shall  not  be  inclined  to.  I  heard  from  Lord  Bute  a  few  days  ago  from 
Rome;  he  is  certainly  much  better  than  he  has  been  these  two  years 
past.  I  wish  I  could  say  he  was  quite  recovered.  He  now  eats  light 
meats,  such  as  chicken,  which  he  had  not  tasted  for  two  years  before. 
About  the  middle  of  this  month,  I  reckon,  he  will  proceed  to  Naples, 
where  he  will  have  a  great  fund  of  entertainment  in  his  way;  viz. 
natural  history,  antiquities,  architecture,  painting,  &c.  &c.    Mr.  Symonds. 


of  feeling  or  opinion  which  occur  on  the  part  of  the  guardians  or  others  personally  inte- 
rested on  the  Hamilton  side,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  proceed  from  the  losing 
party, — in  a  case,  too,  where  both  the  verdict  of  the  highest  law  authorities  of  the  day, 
and  the  feelings  of  some  of  their  own  most  intimate  and  valued  friends,  were  opposed  to 
them.  A  concise  and  impartial  account  of  the  whole  progress  and  ultimate  decision  of  the 
suit  is  given  by  Horace  Walpole,  Memoirs  of  George  III.  Vol.  m.  p.  298,  seq. 
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a  great  connoisseur  in  all  those  things,  is  one  of  his  company,  which  is  1769. 
a  fortunate  circumstance  for  him. 

I  am,  Dear  Baron, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  S.  M. 


CCXLII. 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  28,  1769. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Last  night  our  fate  was  decided,  and  agreeable  to  the  prediction  I 
sent  you;  but  I  may  venture  safely  to  say,  not  agreeable  to  the  dictates 
either  of  common    sense   or  of  equity.      There  is   no  help  for  it;   we 

cannot  command  events,  we  can  only  deserve  success 

The  Law  Lords  decided  the  fate  of  the  day  without  a  division,  though 
there  were  many  Peers  of  opinion  witli  us ;  but  the  talents  of  Law  Lords 
for  public  speaking  dazzles  and  bamboozles  others.  I  never  before,  nor 
ever  shall  again,  wish  so  much  to  be  a  Peer  as  I  did  yesterday;  for  I  am 
sure  there  was  not  a  thing  said  by  either,  but  what  was  either  without 
foundation  in  fact,  or  fallacious  in  argument;  and  any  man,  possest  fully 
of  the  cause,  might  easily  have  answered  both 

Such  agitations  as  I  have  felt  in  the  course  of  the  pleadings  and 
decision  of  this  cause,  is  more  than  I  believe  I  could  possibly  undergo 
again  for  any  object  whatever.  I  feel  myself  quite  exhausted,  and  sick 
of  every  thing  that  relates  to  Courts  of  Judicature ;  I  had  almost  said 
sick  of  a  world  where  such  injustice  can  be  committed. 

The  consolation  that  remains  to  me  is,  that  there  are  many  valuable 
individuals  whom  I  esteem,  and  whose  friendship  affords  me  pleasure  and 
satisfaction.  On  this  occasion,  as  well  as  many  others,  it  is  a  very  agreeable 
antidote  against  misanthropy  and  spleen,  to  reflect  upon  the  intimacy 
and  friendship  which  has  so  long  and  uninterruptedly  subsisted  between 
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1769.  us,  and  which  I  am  confident  ever  will  subsist.  The-'  my  life  has  been 
chequered  with  various  cross  incidents,  and  much  anxiety,  no  man  was  ever 
more  fortunate  in  his  private  friendships.  Were  it  not  for  this,  and  the 
consciousnes  of  having  acted  uprightly,  the  iniquity  and  injustice  I  have 
met  with  in  this  cause — even  in  the  last  stages  of  it — would  almost  be 
enough  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  senses. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  and  believe  me  always,  with  esteem  and  affection. 
Yours  most  sincerely, 

Andw  Stuart. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Sandwich  spoke  on  our  side  of  the 
question,  and  did  great  justice  to  the  cause  of  truth. 


CCXLIII. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  THURLOW    TO  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
JAMES  STUART.2 

March  9,  1769. 
Sir, 

After  what  passed  between  us  in  January  last,  I  have  wished  to 
take  an  early  occasion  of  expressing  my  sense  of  Mr.  Stuart.  The  final 
decision  of  the  Douglas  cause  gives  me  this  opportunity,  and  I  lay  bold 
on  it  to  explain  to  you,  that  I  think  him  a  man  of  honour.  When  the 
case  in  that  cause  was  compiled,  I  was  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Stuart's 
general  character.  I  have  now  heard  him  spoken  of,  by  very  respectable 
persons,  in  terms  which  induce  me  to  think  of  him  in  this  manner. 
The  terms  of  esteem  in  which  such  persons,  who  have  known  or  con- 
versed with  him,  speak  of  his  character,  may  seem  to  render  any  attes- 

1  See  Note  to  No.  ccxix. 

2  Brother  of  Andrew  Stuart. 
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tation  of  mine  of  little  use ;  but  I  have  thought  it  right  to  express  myself  1769. 
thus,  that  I  may  not  be  imagined  to  entertain  a  different  opinion  of  him. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         E.  Thurlow. 
To  Colonel  Stuart. 


CCXLIV. 
DUCHESS  OF  HAMILTON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  March  21,  1769. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  should  sooner  have  thanked  you  for  your  kind  letter  upon  the  late 
division,  if  I  could  have  trusted  myself  to  write  upon  a  subject  that  has 
made  me  more  uneasy — I  might  say  unhappy — than  I  can  express.  It 
is  impossible  for  me  now  ever  to  have  a  good  opinion  of  many  of  whom  I 

have  endeavoured  to  think  well Andrew 

Stuart  will  not  let  me  ask  for  anything  for  him,1  and,  I  suppose,  if  I  did, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  would  prevent  it  if  he  could.  I  have  no  inclination  to 
write  about  these  affairs.  I  hope  when  we  meet  in  Scotland  I  shall  think 
more  coolly.  Something  ought  certainly  to  be  done  for  Mr.  Stuart,  but 
I  suppose  the  tutors  will  choose  to  have  a  meeting  upon  this  subject, 
as  soon  as  they  can  after  I  come  to  Scotland.  I  beg  my  best  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Mure,  in  which  Lord  Lorn  joins  me,  and  desires  to  be  remem- 
bered to  you.     I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

E.  Hamiltoun. 

1  Horace  Walpole  says  that  the  morning  after  the  decision,  Andrew  Stuart  found  on 
his  table  a  bond  for  £100  a-year  for  his  life — a  present  from  Mr.  Johnstone  Pulteney,  his 
friend,  in  consideration  of  the  cruel  treatment  he  had  met  with.     Memoirs  of  George  III. 
Vol.  m.  p.  305. 
vol.  n.  d 
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CCXLV. 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  April  25,  1769. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  indebted  to  you  for  more  than  one  letter  since  you  last  heard 
from  me,  and  nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to  afford  genuine  conso- 
lation to  the  mind,  than  the  contents  of  those  valuable  epistles  which  both 
the  Duchess  and  I  have  received  from  you  since  the  unhappy  decision. 
It  is  by  sentiments  such  as  you  feel,  and  with  so  much  kindness  have 
press'd  home  upon  us,  that  the  mind  supports  itself  under  the  severest 
strokes  of  adverse  fate.  We  have  all  of  us  this  comfort,  that  we  not  only 
acted  from  the  best  intentions,  but  in  fact  did  the  very  thing  which,  in 
our  situation,  was  the  properest  to  be  done,  by  investigating  and  following 

forth  our  pupil's  just  rights We  have  nothing  to 

blame  ourselves  for,  and,  tho'  unfortunate,  ought  not  to  allow  the  blindness 
or  injustice  of  others  to  make  too  deep  an  impression  upon  us. 

The  first  shock  was  so  violent,  and  my  mind  at  that  time  so  little 
prepared  for  an  event  which,  till  within  a  few  days  of  the  decision,  ap- 
peared to  me  impossible,  that,  fatigued  and  exhausted  as  I  then  was,  it 
preyed  upon  me  too  much.  I  found  it  necessary  to  exclude  the  subject 
from  my  thoughts  as  much  as  possible,  and  was  advised  to  withdraw 
myself  from  all  manner  of  business  and  occupation  for  some  time,  to  divide 
my  time  between  town  and  country,  and  to  endeavour  to  pass  it  agreably 
in  the  society  of  friends.  This  regimen  has  done  me  great  service.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  follow  it  out  as  much  as  possible,  and  have  abstained 
even  from  writing  of  letters  which  might  recall  a  subject  so  disagreable 
as  that  of  the  injurys  which  all  of  us,  and  myself  in  particular,  have 
suffered. 

It  is  owing  to  this  that  my  letters  of  late  have  been  so  unfrequent,  even 
to  yourself,  and  that  I  have  not  yet  written  to  Lord  Galloway,  nor  to 
many  of  my  other  friends  in  Scotland,  on  the  subject ;  tho'  I  have  had 
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many  letters  from  all  quarters,  with  such  demonstrations  of  kindness  and  17^9, 
friendship  as  are  sufficient  to  overbalance  the  injustice,  blindness,  or  bar- 
barity of  the  less  valuable  part  of  mankind.  As  I  expect  soon  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Scotland,  I  shaU  not  dwell  longer  on  these 
subjects  at  present.  Your  letter,  and  one  I  received  from  Lord  Galloway 
on  the  same  subject,  have  determined  me  to  repair  to  Scotland  as  soon  as 
my  presence  there  can  be  of  any  utility  in  the  Duke's  affairs. 

The  Duchess  and  Lord  Lome  and  the  children  set  out  from  this  on 
the  8th  of  May.     With  best  wishes  and  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Mure  and  all  friends  with  you,  I  ever  am,  with  the  most  real  esteem, 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Andw'  Stuart. 


CCXLVI. 

BARON  MURE  TO  DAVID  HUME,  ESQ. 

CaldweU,  May  17,  1769. 
My  Dear  David, 

You  cannot  blame  me  so  much  as  I  do  myself  for  not  sooner 
answering  your  obliging  letter  of  the  30th  March.1  I  reckon  myself 
greatly  indebted  to  you  for  it.  Its  subject  indeed  is  matter  of  very 
disagreeable  reflection.  A  secret  unwillingness  to  turn  my  thoughts 
that  way  has,  I  feel,  been  the  cause  that  I  have  not  sooner  returned  you 
my  thanks  ;  yet  never  was  a  letter  better  calculated  for  consolation.  You 
animate  your  soft  friendly  sympathy  with  the  indignant  sentiments  of  a 
worthy  mind  against  the  injuries  done  to  reason  and  truth,  and  with  the 
manly  decision  of  an  elevated  judgement  against  the  authors  of  such 
injustice. 

You  may  believe  it  gave  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  find  your  feel- 
ings, with  regard  to  the  determination  of  that  cause,  corresponding  so 
perfectly  with  my  own.     You  were  present  at  all  the  proceedings,  and 
1  Not  preserved. 
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1T69.  heard  every  argument.  I  was  at  a  distance,  and  only  informed  by  re- 
port. You  were  cool,  impartial,  and  possessed  of  penetrating  abilities, 
eminently  distinguished  in  the  investigation  of  historical  truth.  I  again 
might  be  warm — was  a  party,  and,  perhaps,  had  considered  the  subject 
only  in  one  partial  light.  Yet  happily  our  conclusions  concerning  it  are 
quite  consonant  to  each  other 

Poor  Andrew  Stuart,  his  treatment,  in  the  same  way  as  it  does  you, 
touches  me  more  than  all  the  rest.  I  can't  express  how  much  I  feel  for 
him.  He  is  soon  to  be  down  among  us.  I  long  to  embrace  him ;  and 
should  be  happy  if  we  could  administer  to  him  any  solid  comfort. 

Let  us  turn  away  our  thoughts  from  that  disagreeable  object.  1  re- 
joice to  hear  that  you,  too,  my  dear  David,  are  soon  to  be  with  us.  I 
shall  long  to  embrace  you  also.  There  are  daily  fewer  men  on  whom  one 
would  chuse  to  confer  that  mark  of  kindness.  Adieu.  AU  here  remember 
you  with  the  Avarmest  regard.  My  boys  are  well.  I'm  much  pleased 
with  them,  and  shall  send  them  up  again  by  the  middle  of  June. 

Yours,  most  affectionately,  while 

W.  M. 


CCXLVII. 
THE  MARQUIS  OF  LORNE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hamilton,  Fryday,  July  7,  17G9. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  must  be  my  unhappy  office  to  inform  you  of  Duke  Hamilton's1 

1  James  George,  seventh  Duke  of  Hamilton,  a  youth  of  remarkable  promise,  born  in 
February,  1755, — died  of  consumption,  in  his  fifteenth  year,  on  the  day  on  which  this 
letter  is  dated.  A  monument  was  erected  to  Ms  memory,  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
Hamilton,  the  hereditary  burial  place  of  the  Ducal  family.  The  inscription,  by  Dr.  John 
Moore — a  very  elegant  piece  of  composition — is  given  by  Wood  in  Ids  edition  of  Douglas' 
Peerage.  It  appears  to  be  the  same  alluded  to  with  approbation  by  David  Hume,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Baron,  of  date  October  2,  1770,  No.  CCLx. 
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death,  with  what  grief  and  affliction   no  words  can  express.     Tiie  only  1700. 
comfort  I  can  give  you  is,  that  he  died  without  pain  or  apprehension, 
retaining  the  vigour  of  his  mind  to  the  last  quarter  of  an  hour.     I  am 
hurrying  away  the  Dutchess  from  this  melancholy  scene,  and  hope  to 
get  her  to  Glasgow,  on  the  way  to  Roseneath,  this  night. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Most  faithfully,  your  humble  servant, 

Lorne. 


CCXLVIII. 

JOHN  STEWART1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Oct.  27,  1769. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  am  this  day  favoured  with  yours  recommending  Mr.  Porterfield. 
If  I  can  serve  him  I  will,  you  may  depend  upon  it.  But,  as  you  have 
served  a  Ministerial  apprenticeship,  you  certainly  do  know  that  every 
man's  power  is  limited,  who  has  the  good  fortune  to  have  bouche  en  cceur. 
At  all  events,  send  me  his  Christian  name,  and  his  services  in  the  army. 
Be  assured  of  my  good  offices,  but  don't  rely  on  success,  for  there  are  at 
least  ten  canditates  for  every  vacancy,  and  I  have  already  had  three 
times  more  than  falls  to  my  share;  indeed,  I  should  rather  say,  one 
hundred  and  three  times  more  than  I  had  any  title  to;  for,  if  I  get  your 
friend  appointed,  he  will  be  the  one  hundred  and  ninth  Sawney  that  has 
been  named  on  my  recommendation  within  these  last  eighteen  months. 
The  newspapers,  you  see,  daily  pelt  Sir  George  Colebrooke  for  appoint- 
ing so  many  Scotsmen;  and  they  squint  now  and  then  at  a  squinting 
friend  of  yours,  who  laughs  at  them,  and  wishes  Sir  George  would  do 
the  same. 

1   The  compiler  has  not  been  able  to  identify  this  gentleman,  who  seems  to  have  held 
some  important  official  appointment — probably  in  the  East  India  department. 
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1769.  I  beg  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure.  Give  her  a 
warm  and  kind  embrace  for  me — and  believe  me,  with  great  truth  and 
regard, 

My  Dear  Baron, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Stewart. 


CCXLIX. 

LORD  LORNE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Roseneatli,  Oct.  29,  1769. 
My  Deai-  Sir, 

Last  post  brought  me  your  letter.  You  had  good  reason  to  say,  we 
were  no  blait,  to  expect  that  you  should  come  here  a  second  time,  after 
having  given  up  so  much  of  your  time  to  us  already.  The  green  fat  of 
a  turtle  could  hardly  have  excused  us  making  such  a  request :  and  in- 
deed we  should  not  have  had  even  that  excuse,  for  the  best  dyed  a  day 
before  we  intended.  We  cannot  however  help  regretting  we  did  not  see 
you  and  Mrs.  Mure,  however  little  reason  we  had  to  expect  it.  Poor 
Eglinton's1  unhappy  fate  has  made  us  all  melancholy.  He  had  many 
good  qualities,  and  was  often  an  agreable  and  cheerful  member  of  society, 
of  which  we  had  so  lately  an  instance.  The  Duchess  sets  out  for  London 
on  the  7th  November,  and  will  stay  one  day  at  Gargunnock.  Adieu, 
dear  Sir. 

I  am  your  faithful  humble  servant, 

Lorne. 

1   Shot  by  Mungo  Campbell  five  days  before.     See  below,  Letter  of  date  29th  Febru- 
ary, 1770,  No.  ccliv. 
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CCL. 

LORD  BUTE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Nov.  3,  1769. 
My  Dear  Mure, 

Expecting  to  hear  from  you  every  day,  I  delayed  writing  till  I  saw 
my  brother;  but  he  missed  you,  and  just  as  1  was  putting  pen  to  paper 
I  received  yours.  Alas!  my  health  is  in  a  bad  way  indeed.  I  came 
home  well,  and  continued  so  five  days,  when  I  was  seized  with  a  bilious 
fever,  which  threatened  tbe  jaundice,  and  my  liver.  Tbis  forced  them 
to  give  me  strong  medicines,  that  shook  my  nerves,  and  brought  back 
those  horrid  spasms  which  I  had  at  Venice.  In  short,  I  continued 
complaining  till  six  weeks  ago,  when  I  was  seized  all  at  once  with  tbe 
same  violent  antipathy  to  meat  I  had  once  before;  I  have  lived  since  on 
greens  and  strong  acids.  Then  Duncan  and  Middleton  insisted  on  my 
instantly  going  back  to  a  warm  climate  and  trying  the  waters  of  Bicorre, 
that  set  me  up  before,  as  soon  as  possible.  I  feel  my  condition,  and  submit, 
for  this  last  time,  to  the  bitter  pill,  tho'  I  own  my  hopes  are  much  les- 
sened ;  however,  I  set  out  directly.  As  to  the  vacant  parish,  my  dear 
Mure,  I  take  your  recommendation  before  any  body's,  and  so  I  have 
wrote  to  Dr.  Robertson,  who  has  mentioned  a  person  to  me.  If  you  prefer 
the  person  you  mentioned  to  his,  send  me  the  presentation,  and  I  will 
sign  it.  Pray  let  Dr.  Robertson  know  I  received  his  letter,  but  have  not 
a  minute  to  answer  it,  and  that  I  refer  the  business  of  the  vacant  parish 
to  your  judgement,  who  are  on  the  spot.  Whenever  you  wish  to  write  to 
me  directly,  seal  your  letter  and  address  it  to  me,  and  then  inclose  it  with 
the  following  direction  : — "  Monsr.  Monsr.  Ritchie, 

"  Charge  des  Affaires 
"  de  sa  Majeste  Britanique  a  Venise, 
"  Voiede  Flandre." 
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17G9.         May  all  happiness  attend  you,  and  may  it  please  God  that  we  meet 
again  in  health  and  spirits.     My  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure. 
Yours  most  affectionately, 

Bute. 


CCLI. 

PRINCIPAL  ROBERTSON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

College  of  Edinburgh,  Dec.  14,  1769. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  this  morning  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  am  much  obliged 
to  you  for  the  charge  which  you  have  taken  of  Macpherson,1  who  is 
truly  so  worthy  a  man  that  I  think  he  deserves  your  protection.  He 
and  I  had  drawn  out  a  petition  to  the  Treasury,  pretty  much  in  the 
strain  which  you  have  recommended.  I  prevailed  on  the  chief  Baron  to 
give  him  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bradshaw.  I  accompanied  it  with  one  to  Mr. 
Jenkinson,  in  a  style  which  1  thought  I  might  venture  to  use.  He 
sailed  for  London  yesterday,  and,  as  he  knows  the  town,  is  a  man  of 
discretion,  and  can  muster  some  friends  there,  I  should  fain  hope  that  he 
may  have  some  success.  As  there  are  some  hints  in  your  letter  which 
we  wore  not  masters  enough  of  the  business  to  use,  I  shall  commuuicate 
them  to  him  by  to-morrow's  post. 

I  have  missed  Leuchold.  Lord  lloseberry  had  set  his  heart  upon 
it,  and  purchased  it  at  three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds ;  a  price 
which  so  far  exceeded  any  calculation,  that  it  would  have  been  ridiculous 
in  me  to  have  given  it.  This  is  unlucky,  as  the  place  suited  me  so  well. 
But  I  could  not  afford  to  buy  it  at  such  a  rate,  and  I  hope  you  will  ap- 
prove of  what  I  have  done.  I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  which  you  took 
on  my  account.  You  see  that  there  are  estimators  of  land  still  more 
liberal  than  yourself.    I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  respectful  compliments  to 

1  See  No.  clxi.  Note  1. 
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Mrs.  Mure.    I  wish  you  had  told  me  how  the  poor  child  is.     I  ever  am,  1769. 
with  great  attachment, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 
William  Robertson. 


CCLII. 

GEOKGE  LEWIS  SCOTT,  ESQ. l  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Exc.  Off.  Dec.  16,  1769. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

At  the  request  of  our  friend  James  Traill,  I  give  you  the  trouble  of 
this,  and  beg  your  interest  to  procure  a  small  pension  out  of  the  Exchequer 
for  Mrs.  Betty  Leslie,  who  is,  I  believe,  a  relation  of  ours,  and  is  in  great 
want,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  I  have  no  doubt  of  that  fund's  being 
very  well  loaded,  as  all  charitable  funds  are ;  but,  however,  some  must 
drop  off,  and  make  room  for  others,  and  it  would  be  a  real  charity,  I  am 
assured,  to  relieve  her. 

You  will  hardly  expect  anvthing  from  hence  but  what  you  may  read 
in  print,  whether  politics  or  scandal.  A  manuscript  on  such  subjects 
might  lop  off,  but  can  hardly  add;  so  copious  and  free  are  we  in  the  use 

1  Preceptor  to  George  the  Third,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  now  a  Commissioner  of 
Excise.  He  was  first  cousin  to  Mr.  Mure.  His  mother  was  Marion  Stuart,  daughter  of 
Sir  James,  Lord  Advocate ;  his  father,  George  Scott,  Esq.  resident  Minister  at  various 
foreign  Courts  during  the  early  part  of  the  century.  He  was  a  person  of  great  learning, 
and  concerned  in  various  useful  literary  enterprises ;  among  others,  in  a  new  and  improved 
edition  of  Chambers's  Cyclopredia.  Lord  Brougham  describes  Mr.  Scott  as  "  perhaps  the 
most  accomplished  of  all  amateur  mathematicians  who  never  gave  their  works  to  the 
world."     Life  of  Simson,  p.  482. 

There  are,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  Caldwell  Collection,  a  number  of  curious  letters 
from  his  mother  to  her  sister  Mrs.  Mure,  written  while  abroad  with  her  husband,  from  1706 
downwards. 

vol.  n.  x 
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1769.  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  The  most  diverting  part  of  the  story  is,  that 
we  profess,  every  now  and  then,  to  refuse  scandalous  informations  of  a 
private  nature,  and  to  confine  ourselves  to  what  concerns  the  public.  But, 
God  knows !  the  public  has  a  very  small  share  in  our  thoughts ;  and, 
excepting  one  or  two  writers  of  vague  and  chimerical  projects  of  refor- 
mation, all  the  rest  run  in  quest  of  private  scandal  and  personal  abuse 
only.  One  thing,  however,  I  see  with  pleasure,  that  is,  Wilkes  and  his 
associates,  the  BiU  of  Rights'  men,  &c.  are  daily  losing  credit  in  the  city. 
The  late  election  of  an  Alderman,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Thomas  Rawlinson, 
has  been  a  mortifying  blow  to  them.  A  proper  spirit  in  the  Parliament 
will,  I  hope,  put  an  end  to  the  strange  licentious  spirit  that  reigns.  It 
seemed  strange  to  me  that  the  Magistrates  of  the  city  should  not  see,  that 
those  who  attempted  to  trample  on  the  authority  of  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, would,  with  greater  ease,  trample  on  theirs,  if  ever  it  stood  in  their 
way ;  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  those  elders  of  London  ever  saw 
this  before  they  felt  it.  Their  dislike  to  theD.  of  B.2  had  blinded  them, 
I  believe.  When  their  «yes  are  well  opened,  I  think  they  and  the  men 
of  great  property  in  the  city  will  join  heartily  in  crushing  the  Wilkites, 
who  have  too  much  the  appearance  of  desperate  men,  ready  for  any  mis- 
chief. One  of  their  great  leaders,  Mr.  Sheriff  J — ,  said  publicly,  before  one 
of  the  Judges  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  they  retired  to  dine,  "  that  it  must 
come  to  a  civil  war,  and  the  sooner  the  better."  The  Judge  reprimanded 
him  properly,  and  he  thereupon  walked  off. 

My  best  compliments  to  the  Baroness  and  family.     I  remain  ever. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
Geo.  L.   Scott, 


Duke  of  Bedford. 
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CCLIII. 
MR.  ANDREW  STEWART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  23,  1770. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  some  days  ago  from  Caldwell,  by  which  you  seem 
undetermined  as  to  the  time  of  your  continuance  there.  In  the  dismal 
prospect  which  the  country  affords  at  this  season,  any  news  will  be  ac- 
ceptable ;  and  I  write  this  merely  to  acquaint  you  of  some  of  the  latest 
occurrences.  Campden  is  out,  and  Yorke  is  in  bis  place.  This  you  may 
depend  on,  though  the  newspapers  of  last  night  have  made  Mr.  de  Grey 
Chancellor.  I  have  a  letter  from  my  brother,  mentioning  that  Mr.  Yorke 
is  certainly  Chancellor, '  and  congratulating  the  country  generally,  and  me 
personally,  on  the  event.  The  other  changes  are  not  fixed  with  such 
certainty,  but  several  will  take  place.  Thurlow  is  to  be  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral, in  place  of  Dunning.  Wedderburn  is  to  be  elected  for  a  borough  of 
Lord  Clive's,  whose  brother  has  vacated  his  seat  for  him.  It  is  thought, 
in  general,  that  Administration  will  stand  their  ground,  and  all  letters 
from  London  agree  that  the  Duke  of  Grafton  made  a  very  able  speech, 
the  best  that  was  spoken  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  debate. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  daughter  has  of  late  been  so  much  on  the 
mending  hand.  Compliments  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all 
under  your  roof; 

And  believe  me  yours,  most  sincerely, 

Andw'  Stuart. 


1  See  Note  2  to  No.  ccxl. 
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CCLIV. 

MR.  ALEXANDER  BELCHES1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  Tuesday,  Feb.  27,  1770. 
Near  9  at  night. 

Sir, 

As  you  were  desirous  to  know  the  particulars  of  what  might  have 
passed  yesterday  at  the  trial  of  Mungo  Campbell,  and  as  I  was  there  all 
the  time  it  lasted,  except  about  two  hours,  my  father  thought  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  I  were  to  write  than  he,  as  I  had  more  access  to  know 
the  circumstances.  To  begin,  then  :  the  Court  met  about  half  an  hour 
after  eight  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Maclaurin  started  an  objection  against  the 
whole  Assize,  on  this  ground,  that  Mr.  Muir,  the  clerk,  whose  office  it 
was  to  make  up  a  list  of  the  forty-five  jurymen  by  him  presented  to  the 
Court  for  their  approbation,  had,  contrary  to  his  duty,  previously  shewed 
it  to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  agent  for  the  prosecutor, 2  who  approved  thereof  in 
the  main,  and  also  made  some  alterations.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that 
indeed  the  list  had  been  shewed  to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  but  that  he  made  no 
alterations  in  it,  save  only  that,  Sir  W.  Cunningham  and  Sir  R.  Morton 
having  been  named  as  jurymen  in  that  first  list,  he  suggested  that  they 
were  improper  persons,  on  account  of  the  near  relation  of  one  at  least 
to  Lord  Eglintoun.  As  a  sort  of  sequel  to  this  objection,  it  was  also 
urged  that  there  were  many  landed  gentlemen  in  the  jury ;  to  which  it 
was  answered,  that,  as  oft  as  a  jury  is  chosen  from  the  three  Lothians, 
there  is  always  a  number  of  landed  gentlemen;  and  the  Justice  Clerk3 
observed,  that  he  had  sometimes  heard  it  objected  to  a  jury  that  it  was 
composed  of  persons  below  the  rank  of  a  pannel,  but  never,  till  now,  that 

1  Presenter  of  Signatures  in  Exchequer.     See  No.  cxvn. 

2  Archibald,  Earl  of  Eglinton,  brother  of  the  deceased  Earl. 
8  Sir  Thomas  Miller  of  Glenlee.     See  Note  to  No.  m. 
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they  were  above  it.  So,  both  these  objections  being  overruled,  the  forty-  1770. 
five  being  called  over,  excuses  from  several  absentees  sustained,  Mr. 
Sandilands  of  Herdmonshields  and  Mr.  Kincaid  fined  for  non-coinpear- 
ance,  and  Andrew  Sinclair  reprimanded  for  being  too  late  of  coming  into 
Court,  and  the  fifteen  sworn  in,  at  about  half  an  hour  after  nine  the  proof 
began,  when  one  Andrew  Wilson,  who  was  present  the  whole  time  of 
the  unfortunate  affair,  was  examined  for  the  space  of  three  hours  and  a 
half.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  whole  matter,  as  set  forth  in  the  indict- 
ment, in  which  he  was  joined  by  the  other  witnesses  present,  who  all,  it 
is  observable,  swore  that  Lord  Eghntoun  used  no  harsh  or  threatening 
words  when  demanding  the  pannel's  gun ;  a  circumstance  on  which  the 
pannel's  council,  in  the  information,  had  laid  great  stress  as  a  cause  of 
provocation.  The  first  witness  indeed  swore  that  his  Lordship  was  in  a 
passion  while  he  persisted  in  his  demand  of  the  gun.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  was  acknowledged  by  the  witnesses  that  his  Lordship  came  up  to 
Campbell  on  horseback,  so  that  he  probably  would  have  rode  him  over, 
had  not  the  pannel  held  out  his  gun  as  in  self-defence.  Afterwards  his 
Lordship  dismounted,  and  pressed  upon  the  pannel,  and  was  so  near  him 
on  his  fall,  that  he  was  making  a  motion  to  get  by  his  feet  as  he  fell,  and 
close  in  with  him  ;  while  one  of  his  servants'  horses  was  so  near  with  his 
heels  as  almost  to  ride  over  him ;  circumstances  then  urged  by  the  pannel 
to  shew  that  he  apprehended  himself  to  be,  and  actually  was,  in  danger 
of  his  life.  But,  in  short,  nothing  could  be  more  clearly  proved  than  that 
he  had,  when  in  company  with  two  officers,  said  that  he  would  shoot 
Lord  Eglintoun  if  ever  he  should  attempt  to  take  his  gun  ;  that,  accord- 
ingly, the  deed  was  wilfully  not  accidentally  done ;  and  that,  so  far  from 
being  concerned  for  what  he  had  done,  he  said  if  it  were  to  be  done,  he 
would  do  it  again.  Fifteen  witnesses  were  examined  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecutor,  and  now  came  the  proof  for  the  pannel :  and  of  all  the  silly, 
nonsensical,  ludricrous  proofs  that  ever  were  attempted,  it  was  the  foremost. 
As  Mr.  Lockhart  well  said,  it  put  one  in  mind  of  the  low,  silly  farces,  that 
are  often  performed  after  the  most  deep  andaffecting  tragedies.  Five  points 
were  undertaken  to  be  proved,  and  sixty  witnesses  were  cited.  The  first 
point  was,  that  the  pannel  had  written  and  verbal  licences  to  hunt  on 
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1770.  the  estates  near  to  Eglintoun.  This,  as  being  a  matter  of  no  earthly  con- 
sequence, (for  what  was  it  to  the  purpose,  tho'  he  had  licences  from  all 
the  world,  if  he  had  not  one  from  Lord  Eglintoun  ?)  was  admitted  to  be 
tine.  The  second  point  was,  that,  tho'  Lord  Eglintoun  was  in  use  every 
week  to  prosecute  for  trespass  on  the  game,  yet  he  never  did  prosecute  the 
pannel.  This,  as  equally  immaterial  with  the  former,  was  admitted  by  the 
prosecutor's  council.  The  third  point  was,  that  Lord  Eglintoun  was  in 
use  to  beat  and  abuse  the  people  whose  guns  he  took;  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  surgeons  and  physicians.  This  was  attempted 
to  be  proved  by  three,  or  rather  two  witnesses.  The  first  one  swore,  that, 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  as  he  was  walking  with  a  gun  in  his  hand,  on 
his  Lordship's  territories,  he  saw  a  gentleman  riding  up  towards  him, 
whom  he  afterwards  found  to  be  Lord  Eeglintoun; — that  he  run  and  hid 
his  gun,  and  then  came  out  from  below  a  bush  where  he  had  hidden  it ; 
that  Lord  Eglintoun,  on  coming  up,  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  head, 
which  knocked  him  down;  that  after  he  recovered,  his  Lordship  de- 
manded his  gun,  which  he  gave  him ;  that  he  did  not  apply  to  any 
surgeon,  for  he  was  no  otherwise  hurt  than  by  being  dung  stupid 
for  a  part  of  that  day.  Another  man  swore,  that,  about  four  years 
ago,  a  gentleman  came  up  to  him  demanding  his  gun  as  he  was  shooting 
on  his  territories ;  he  did  not  then,  nor  does  he  now,  know  that  it  was 
Lord  Eglintoun  ;  however,  that  deficiency  in  his  evidence  was  made  up 
by  a  third  witness,  who  was  called  about  the  same  story;  that  he  struggled 
with  the  gentleman,  and  in  struggling  he  gave  him  (the  witness)  a  blow 
with  his  fist  upon  the  head  ;  that  he  never  applied  to  any  physician  or 
suro-eon,  for  he  was  not  sore  hurt ;  particularly  not  to  Dr.  Cuming,  whom 
he  never  employed  in  his  life,  (notwithstanding  the  pannel  had  called  that 
gentleman  as  a  witness,  to  prove  that  he  was  under  his  care ;  however, 
they  very  wisely  did  not  adduce  him);  and  that  the  gun  then  taken  from 
him  was  restored  to  him  by  his  brothers's  means,  whom  he  sent  to  get  it 
from  the  person  to  whom  Lord  Eglintoun  had  given  it.  The  fourth 
point  was  with  regard  to  his  character  as  a  man  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence. This  the  Court  thought  highly  improper,  as  in  this  case  the  fact 
charged  was  such  as  might  have  been  committed  by  a  man  of  a  very 
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good  character;  therefore  they  examined  only  one  witness,  Mr.  Ralston,  1770. 
who  was  minister  of  Newmills,  from  1752  to  1762,  and  of  him  they  only 
asked  if  he  thought  he  (the  pannel)  was  a  passionate  man ;  he  said  he 
was  sometimes  apt  to  be  angry.  Lord  Colston  said  that  was  a  character 
applicable  to  the  whole  world ;  so  the  witness  said  again  that  the  pannel 
was  a  man  of  strong  feelings  in  most  things.  The  fifth  and  last  point 
was,  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  bring  proof  that  the  indictment 
annexed  to  the  pannel's  information  was  the  original  indictment,  in  which 
they  said  several  things  were  which  were  omitted  or  mis-stated  in  the 
second  one.  To  this  great  opposition  was  made  by  the  council  on  the 
other  side ;  that  as  that  first  indictment  was  only  one  of  four,  printed 
only  to  be  submitted  to  council,  and  of  which  no  use  was  intended  to  be 
made,  the  pannel  could  no  more  argue  from  it  as  evidence,  than  they 
could,  were  they  to  recover  the  rough  draught  of  an  information  or 
memorial,  which  was  never  meant  to  go  farther  than  a  lawyer's  consult- 
ing room  ;  and  that,  further,  nothing  could  now  be  considered  as  evidence 
but  what  had  been  brought  out  in  the  proof  now  led.  Accordingly,  the 
Court  would  not  allow  a  proof  of  this  point.  And  such  was  the  sub- 
stance of  the  exculpatory  proof,  than  which  never  was  a  poorer  seen, 
even  tho'  all  they  offered  to  prove  had  been  proved.  I  forgot,  when  on 
the  third  point,  to  mention,  that  the  pannel's  council  insisted  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  prove  that  it  was  the  general  opinion  and  belief  in 
the  country,  that  Lord  Eglintoun  was  in  use  to  beat  the  people  whose 
guns  he  took ;  but  the  Court,  on  its  being  objected  to  by  the  prosecutor, 
refused  it  as  improper.  The  proof  being  thus  concluded  on  both  sides, 
Mr.  Lockhart4  began  his  charge  to  the  Jury  about  ten  minutes  before 
twelve  at  night,  and  spoke  for  an  hour  and  three  quarters,  but  was 
obliged  to  sit  down  in  the  midst  of  it,  overcome  with  heat  and  fatigue. 
He  did  not  speak  so  well  as  usual,  but  was  scurrilous  and  abusive  to  a 
great  degree,  calling  the  poor  pannel  an  assassin,  a  miscreant,  and  other 
hard  names,  very  improper  on  such  an  occasion,  where  the  proof  was  so 

4  Alexander  Lockhart,  Esq.  Dean  of  Faculty,  son  of  George  Lockhart,  Esq.  of  Carn- 
wath,  by  Lady  Mary  Montgomerie,  aunt  to  the  deceased  Peer.  He  became  Lord 
Covington,  of  the  Court  of  Session,  in  1775. 
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clear  in  his  client's  favour  ;  a  conduct  which  was  rather  like  crowing  over 
and  insulting  the  poor  man.     He  even  talked  of  inflicting  extraordinary 
punishments  on  him,  as  if  he  had  already  obtained  a  verdict,  and  he  were 
praying  for  pronouncing  judgment.     I  will  not  pretend  to  enter  into  the 
manner  or  matter  of  this  charge,  as  you  may  well  believe  that  he  entered 
into  the  proof,  in  order  to  shew  that  the  firing  of  the  gun  was  not  acci- 
dental, and   that  he  endeavoured  to  shew  the  futility  of  the  pannel's 
defences — viz.    being   in   defence    of   his   life,    property,    and   honour; 
arguing  that  here  he  was  in  no  danger  of  losing  all,  or  any  of  these, 
consequently   he   must  be  found  guilty   of  murder.     Mr.  Rae5  began 
about  twenty-hVe  minutes  from  two,  and  spoke  till  about  four  o'clock, 
and   indeed  made  an  extremely  good  speech,   urging  all  he  could  in 
favour  of   his  client,   both  from  the   proof  and  from   the   several  de- 
fences, and  told  the  Jury  that,  altho'  the  Court  had  found  the  libel, 
notwithstanding   the    defences    pleaded,  relative   to  infer  the  pains   of 
law,  yet  they  were  not  bound  by  such  judgment,  but  must  consider  the 
whole  together,  both  law  and  fact,  and  so  either  find  him  not  guilty  or 
bring  in  a  special  verdict.     After  he  had  ended,  Lord  Justice  Clerk  said 
he  would  state  only  one  thing  to  the  Jury,  which  was,  that  Mr.  Rae  had, 
in  his  charge,  seemed  to  urge  it  as  a  legal  objection  to  all  the  witnesses 
present  when  the  Earl  was  killed,  that  they  were,  and  some  of  'em  still 
are.  menial  servants  in  the  family.     This  objection,  (his  Lordship  said,) 
if  meant  to  be  a  legal  one,  ought  to  have  been  proposed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  examination ;  and  besides,  however,  in  some  cases,  it  might  have 
weight,  here  it  could  have  none,  as  they  were  the  only  witnesses.     How 
far  it  might  affect  their  credibility  was  another  question,  and  that  he  left 
it  to  themselves  to  judge.     All  being  thus  over,  about  ten  minutes  after 
four  the  Court  adjourned  till  six  o'clock  this  evening,  when  accordingly 
the  verdict  was  returned,   finding  him  guilty  by  a  great  plurality  of 
voices,  (nine  to  six).    Accordingly,  sentence  was  pronounced,  that  he  shall 


5  David  Rae,  Esq.  of  Eskgrove,  was  raised  to  the  Bench  in  1782,  as  Lord  Eskgrove, 
appointed  Lord  Justice  Clerk  in  1799,  and  created  a  Baronet  in  1804. 
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be  hanged  in  the  Grass   Market  on  Wednesday,  11th  April,  and   his  2770 
body  shall  be  delivered  to  Dr.  Monro.6 

Such  is  the  very  imperfect  account  I  have  given  you  of  what  passed. 
I  would  natter  myself  nothing  material  is  omitted,  tho'  I  by  no  means 
intended  to  enter  into  a  very  minute  detail.  My  father  joins  me  in  com- 
pliments and  best  wishes  to  you,  Mrs.  Mure,  Miss  Mure,  and  the  young 
ladies.     Hoping  that  Peg  is  now  in  a  way  of  being  quite  well, 

I  ever  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Alex8"  Belsches. 
list  of  assize. 
Mr.  Dalrymple  of  Fordel,  Chancellor. 
Tytler  of  Woodhouselee,  Clerk. 
Finlay  of  Wallyford. 
Buchan  of  Letham. 
Sharp,  younger  of  Houston. 
Sheriff  of  Craigleith. 
Christie  of  Baberton. 
William  Macghie. 
Walter  Hamilton. 
James  Hunter,  banker.7 
Patrick  Robertson. 
Henry  Lindesay. 
John  Fife,  merchant. 

6  The  conclusion  of  the  story  is  somewhat  striking.  On  the  day  following  the  trial, 
the  counsel  for  Campbell  was  informed  that  he  had  hanged  himself  in  prison  the  preceding 
night,  and  that  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  intended  to  give  his  body  for  dissection  to 
the  Professor  of  Anatomy.  His  counsel  interfered  to  prevent  this,  on  the  ground 
that  his  strict  sentence  could  not  be  fulfilled,  and  that  dissection  was  not  a  legal 
penalty  for  suicide.  The  plea  was  admitted,  and  he  was  privately  buried  under  Salisbury 
Craig.  But  the  spot  was  unluckily  chosen,  for  the  mob  of  Edinburgh  discovered  Ins  grave 
next  day,  dragged  out  the  body,  and  tossed  it  about  till  they  were  weary.  His  friends 
afterwards,  to  prevent  further  outrage,  sunk  his  remains  in  the  sea.  This  brutal  con- 
duct of  the  populace  may  be  attributed,  partly  to  their  abhorrence  of  self-murder,  partly 
to  the  great  personal  popularity  of  Lord  Eglinton,  and  their  indignation  against  his  de- 
stroyer.    See  Note  1  to  No.  cxxxrv. 

7  Afterwards  Sir  James  Hunter  Blair,  Bart,  of  Dunskey. 
vol.  n.  T 
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CCLV. 

MRS.  MACDOWAL  OF  GARTHLAND1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  March,  1770. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  expected  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Mure  in 
town  before  this  time.     I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Macdowall  last  night. 
He  has  made  me  a  great  politician,  by  writing  me  every  post  what  is  done 
in  the  House.     I  daresay  you  will  have  it  from  much  better  hands,  and 
perhaps  it  may  look  like  presumption  in  me  to  imagine  you  had  it  not 
before.     I  give  you  his  own  words  : — "  Yesterday  there  were  three  mo- 
tions in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Opposition,  and  were  all  agreed 
to.     The  first :  that  Mr.  Grenville  be  allowed  to  bring  in  his  bill  for  a 
more  proper  way  of  determining  elections  by  way  of  ballot,  and  to  have 
the  power  of  finally  determining  them  in  that  way.     I  don't  think  it  will 
pass.    The  second  was:  that  no  Peer  that  was  a  carozer  should  plead  his 
privilege.     The  third  was  made  by  Mr.  Dodswell:  that  the  papers  and 
accounts  of  the  civill  list,  since  1762,  should  be  given  in  and  particularly 
examined,  striking  separately  the  money  expended  in  the  three  different 
Administrations.     Something  like  this  was  moved  last  year,  but  not  with 
separating  the  three  Administrations.    The  drift  they  have  by  moving  this 
question  was  to  have  a  hit  at  Lord  B.2     Lord  North  rose  up  to  speak, 
when  he  observed  Lord  Mountstuart  get  up.    He  then  sat  down.    Lord 
Mountstuart  said:  that  he  imagined  that  the  accounts  now  called  for  was 
in  order  to  throw  an  aspersion  upon  a  Noble  relative  of  his,  Avith  whom 
he  was  greatly  connected,  and  for  whom  he  had  a  particular  regard;  that 
he  begged  of  the  House  that  these  accounts  might  be  produced,  for  he 
wished,  of  all  things,  to  see  these  matters  cleared  up,  and  these  aspersions 
at  an  end.    So  it  was  agreed  to.    The  Opposition  was  quite  confounded." 

1  Daughter  of  James  Graham,  Esq.  of  Airth — Lady  of  Colonel  William  Macdowal, 
M.P.  for  Renfrewshire. 
'-'  Lord  Bute. 
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You  would  hear  that  Burke  and  Rigby  had  had  a  fierce  scolding  matcli  1770. 
in  the  House :  scoundrell  and  Iyer  went  as  bard  and  jo.     .     .     .     My 
best  wishes  attend  you  and  Mrs.  Mure,  and  believe  me  your  affectionate 
friend  and  humble  servant, 

Eliza  McDowall. 
The  Honbl.  M>\  Baron  Mure,  Caldwell. 


CCLVI. 
THE  HONOURABLE  THOMAS  ERSKLNE1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Portland  Row,  London,  June  13,  1770. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

As  I  know  you  are  well  acquainted  with  Lord  Lome,  I  rely  on  your 
friendship  and  goodness  to  ask  him  for  leave  of  absence  from  the  regiment2 
for  me,  as,  since  my  wife's  father  has  been  reconciled  to  us,  it  will  render 
it  of  great  consequence  to  me  to  be  with  him  at  present. 

My  Lord  Barrington  told  me  this  day,  that  if  Lord  Lome  would 
consent  to  my  being  from  the  regiment,  that  he  would  connive  at  my 
not  embarking  with  the  troops  for  Minorca.  So  that  it  depends  entirely 
on  Lord  Lome's  permission,  which  I  am  sure  he  will  not  refuse  you, 
especially  if  you  give  him  my  reasons  for  wishing  it,  and  let  him  know 
what  Lord  Barrington  said.  I  don't  make  any  apology  for  asking  this 
favour,  as,  having  experienced  your  friendship  before,  I  am  sure  you  will 
serve  me  in  it,  if  it  is  convenient,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and  all  your  family,  and  am, 
dear  Sir,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged  humble 
servant>  T.  Erskine. 

P.  S.  If  you  favour  me  with  an  answer,  direct  to  Portland  Row. 

1  See  Note  to  No.  ccxn. 

2  The  first,  or  Royal  Regiment  of  Foot ;  of  which  Lord  Lome  was  Colonel. 
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CCLVII. 
EARL  OF  KINNOUL1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Dupplin,  July  21,  1770. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  bespeak  your  favourable  attention  to  tbe  Memorial 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Bridge  of  Perth,  which  is  to  be  presented 
to  the  Commissioners  for  managing  the  Annexed  forfeited  Estates. 

The  difference  betwixt  Mr.  Smeaton's  Estimate,  which  is  under 
.£10,000,  and  the  real  expense  of  the  work,  which,  when  completed,  will 
amount  to  above  £24,000,  is  certainly  enormous;  but  I  can  with  con- 
fidence assure  you,  that  the  whole  has  been  conducted  entirely  under 
Mr.  Smeaton's  direction;  that  no  expence  has  been  incurred  which  he 
did  not  judge  to  be  absolutely  necessary ;  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners  have  been  free  from  the  least  appearance  of  private  views, 
and  from  all  job  work  in  every  particular. 

The  nature  of  the  River  required  much  stronger  work  in  the  foun- 
dation than  Mr.  Smeaton  proposed,  before  he  was  from  experience 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  it;  the  work  is  in  every  part  solid,  substantial, 
and  perfect ;  the  execution  is  admired  by  every  body.  Hence  arose  the 
great  addition  to  the  expence,  particularly  in  the  ground  work  of  the  piers 
under  the  water. 

If  it  be  said  that  this  bridge  might  have  been  built  by  contract  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  I  can  only  answer  that  I  was  clear  in  my  opinion  that  a 
work  of  this  magnitude,  and  attended  with  so  much  difficulty,  could 
not  be  trusted  to  a  contract,  the  consequences  of  which  we  have  seen  in 
undertakings  much  less  arduous.  To  build  a  bridge  over  Tay,  at  or  near 
Perth,  was  deemed  a  desperate  attempt,  till  Mr.  Smeaton2  demonstrated 
the  practicability  of  it.   > 

But  then  it  demanded  the  skill  of  the  most  able  engineer,  and  the 
utmost  care  and  critical  exactness  in   the  execution  of  every  part ;  nor 

1  See  Note  to  No.  ccxi. 

2  See  Note  to  No.  clxi. 
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could  any  cost  bo  spared  that  was  necessary  to  render  the  whole  secure  1770. 
and  permanent.     These  circumstances  convinced  me  and  the  other  Com- 
missioners, that  such  a  work  could  not  with' safety  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  contractor. 

As  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  accounts  that  I  am  the  creditor  for 
the  money  borrowed,  you  should  be  informed  that  all  the  money  has  been 
borrowed  by  me  alone  from  others ;  (for  the  other  gentlemen  mentioned 
have  all  bonds  of  relief  from  me  ;)  I  am  personally  bound  to  the  several 
creditors,  and  the  toll  is  my  security. 

If  it  be  said  that,  in  this  situation,  when  I  am  soliciting  you  and  the 
other  Commissioners  for  a  sum  of  publick  money  in  aid  of  the  tolls,  I  am 
pleading  my  own  cause,  may  I  not  presume  to  answer,  that  if,  by  inter- 
posing my  personal  credit,  I  have  prevented  the  interruption  of  this  great 

publick  work — if  it  is  owing  to  me  that  it  was  not  stayed  in  the  middle 

the  return  would  not  be  generous  if  I  should  be  left  to  a  precarious  secu- 
rity. But  it  is  of  far  greater  consequence  that  the  bridge  should  not  be 
left  without  the  smallest  fund  for  repairs,  or  for  such  accidents  as  may 
be  inevitable. 

This  will  evidently  be  the  case,  unless  some  further  publick  assistance 
be  given,  in  aid  of  the  tolls ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  sum  less  than 
£5000  will  answer  the  purpose.  By  what  annual  payments  such  a  sum 
should  be  paid,  must  be  left  to  you  and  the  other  Commissioners.  The 
state  of  the  bridge  funds  is  fairly  laid  before  you.  You  know  all  that  I 
know ;  and  to  your  candour,  generosity,  and  publick  spirit  I  submit  our 
cause.  There  is  no  other  fund  to  which  we  can  resort  for  publick  aid, 
but  that  of  the  Annexed  Estates  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  if  the 
Board  shall  propose  to  the  Treasury  that  such  a  sum  as  I  have  mentioned 
should  be  granted  to  the  Commissioners  for  Perth  Bridge,  such  proposal 
will  not  be  disapproved.3 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant,  Kinnoull, 

3  Extract  of  a  letter,  of  date  July  19,  1770,  from  Lord  Privy  Seal  to  Baron  Mure:— 
"  I  have  to  recommend  to  you,  in  the  strongest  manner,  a  Memorial  to  the  Board  of 
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CCLVIII. 

THE  HONOURABLE  THOMAS  ERSKLNE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Alton  in  Hampshire,  July  28,  [1770.] 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Give  rue  leave  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  your  goodness  in 
interesting  yourself  for  me,  and  to  acknowledge  my  having  received  your 
friendly  letter,  which  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  every  testimony  of  your 
regard  must.  Lord  Lome  has  granted  all  I  meant  to  ask,  which  was  his 
concurrence  with  Lord  Barrington's  intentions  of  indulgence.  For  which 
1  think  myself  much  indebted  to  him,  and  most  particularly  so  to  you. 
But,  as  it  is  necessary  I  should  be  able  to  give  Lord  Barrington  evidence 
of  that  concurrence  previous  to  his  application  to  the  King,  I  shall 
write  to  his  Lordship  for  that  purpose,  and  hope,  thro'  your  friendship,  I 
shall  receive  such  an  answer  as  shall  not  prevent  the  Secretary  at  War 
from  pursuing  his  intentions  to  favour  me. 

I  beg  my  respectfull  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all  your  family, 
and  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  sincere  friend  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

T.  Erskine. 


Annexed  Estates,  from  the  Commissioners  for  building  Perth  Bridge,  which  Lord  Kinnoull 
has  communicated  to  me.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  very  generously  interposing  his  own 
credit  to  a  large  amount,  that  most  important  undertaking  would  have  stopped  in  the 
middle  of  it,  after  throwing  away,  without  effect,  above  11,000£  upon  it.  As  to  the 
particulars  of  this  affair,  I  refer  you  to  Lord  Kinnoull's  own  letter  to  you,  and  to  the 
Memorial  itself. 

"If  the  Board  come  to  the  resolution  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  ought,  upon  every  account, 
to  do,  I  believe  your  report  to  his  Majesty  will  meet  with  an  entire  approbation." 
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CCLVIII.* 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Tuesday  morning,  Sep.  11,  1770. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  step  into  the  post-chaise  for  Dover  as  soon  as  this  letter  is  sealed ; 
and,  after  passing  a  day  or  two  with  General  Murray  at  Mons,  I  proceed 
to  Spa  with  all  expedition.  I  am  told  that  September  is  the  best  month 
for  the  waters,  and  that  the  season  continues  for  greater  part  of  October. 

Neither  Baron  Grant  nor  Baron  Wynne  were  in  town  when  I  arrived 
here.  I  passed  a  clay  with  Baron  Wynne  at  his  house  in  Essex,  where  he 
has  a  very  agreable  habitation,  with  a  considerable  farm  and  grounds, 
which  lie  very  prettily  about  his  house. 

I  paid  a  visit,  the  other  day,  to  your  sons  at  their  Academy,  and  had 
the  pleasure  to  find  them  in  very  good  health.  They  seem  to  be  very 
well  pleased  with  their  situation  there.  What  you  recommended  to  me 
about  making  enquiries  as  to  the  proper  Academys  at  Paris,  will  not  be 
neglected  in  the  course  of  my  expedition. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  had  occasion  to  have  a  good  deal  of 
conversation  with  a  person  of  great  property  in  this  country,  who  in- 
tends to  make  extensive  purchases  in  Scotland, '  if  estates  could  be  found 
there  such  as  would  be  an  inducement  to  dispose  of  very  considerable 
land-property  in  England,  with  a  view  either  of  getting  better  imme- 
diate returns,  or  getting  estates  capable,  by  the  force  of  money,  of  being 
greatly  improved.  This  scheme  is  but  as  yet  in  embryo,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced will  be  brought  to  full  maturity.  He  is  a  man  very  frank  in  his 
transactions,  and  easy  to  do  business  with,  and  has  great  command  of 
money.  I  told  him  that  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  get  him  exact 
information  about  what  estates  were  likely  to  be  sold,  and  the  circum- 

1  The  person  here  alluded  to  was,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  Sir  George  Colebroke, 
Bart.     See  Note  to  No.  cclxxvi. 
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1770.  stances  of  them  ;  that  I  had  a  friend  in  Scotland,  the  most  intelligent  in 
these  matters  of  any  person  in  the  country,  and  upon  whose  judgment, 
in  this  or  any  other  matter  of  business,  I  had  more  reliance  than  upon 
that  of  any  other  person  whatever;  that  probably  he  would  not  grudge  the 
trouble  of  informing  himself  of  the  value  of  any  large  estate  that  might 
be  offered  for  sale.  The  person  I  had  in  view  was  yourself.  I  shall  be 
at  liberty  at  meeting  to  tell  you  names,  and  every  other  particular;  I  am 
not  at  liberty  as  yet;  and  there  are  good  reasons  for  it ;  I  therefore  must 
beg  that  nothing  of  this  may  transpire  to  any  mortal  man. 

I  mentioned  Lord  Selkirk's  as  one  which,  in  point  of  magnitude,  might 
answer,  if  it  answers  in  other  respects.  He  proposes  to  lay  out  in  Scot- 
land a  sum  much  more  considerable  than  what  will  be  requisite  for  pur- 
chasing Lord  Selkirk's  estate.  He  reckons  that  he  will  have  about 
£140,000  to  lay  out  in  that  way.  It  occurs  to  me  that  a  scheme  of  this 
sort,  properly  conducted,  may  turn  out  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  our 
country,  as  well  as  the  individuals  concerned. 

As  the  chaise  will  be  at  the  door  in  a  few  moments,  I  must  now  con- 
clude with  my  compliments,  and  best  wishes  to  Mr.  Mure,  and  all  friends 
under  your  roof.  Believe  me  to  be,  at  all  times,  with  the  most  sincere 
esteem,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your's,  most  affectionately, 

And"''  Steuart. 

CCLIX. 

DR.  WILLIAM  CULLEN1  TO  BAEON  MUEE. 

Edinburgh,  Sept.  19,  1770. 
Sir, 

I  understand  that  your  friend  Mr.  Durham  of  Largo  is  to  apply  to  yon 
for  your  interest  in  making  a  Professor  of  Physic  at  St.  Andrew's,  and 

1  Edinburgh  Review,  July,  1834 :- — "  Cullen  is  one  of  those  illustrious  minds,  by 
whom  Scotland,  during  the  past  century,  was  raised  from  comparative  insignificance  to 
the  very  highest  rank  in  literature  and  science.  As  a  medical  philosopher,  his  name 
stands,  in  his  native  country,  pre-eminent  and  alone." 
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I  venture  to  trouble  you  with  this,  to  give  you  my  word,  so  far  as  it  l 
will  go,  that  you  cannot  employ  your  interest  for  a  more  worthy  man 
than  Mr.  Duncan.  He  was  my  pupil,  and  I  have  known  him  long 
and  well,  and  I  will  pawn  my  credit  upon  it  that  he  will  make  an 
ingenious  Professor,  and  an  able  practitioner  of  physic.  Dr.  Gregory 
and  I  have  given  an  opinion  to  this  purpose  to  Lord  Kinnoul,  the 
Chancellor  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  I  am  fond  to  give  it  wherever  I  can. 
I  am  always,  with  the  utmost  regard, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Cullen. 


CCLX. 

MR.  DAVID  HUME  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Eclin.  Oct.  2,  1770. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  am  sorry  that  I  should  correspond  so  ill  to  your  very  obliging 
letter,  by  telling  you  that  I  cannot  propose  to  see  you  till  you  come 
to  town  next  winter.     I  am  engaged  in  the  building  a  house,1  which 

'  This  house,  in  which  he  afterwards  died,  is  the  one  forming  the  south-west  corner 
of  St.  Andrew's  Square,  with  the  door  opening  into  St.  David's  Street. 

^  Lord  Brougham,  in  his  Life  of  the  Philosopher,  speaks  of  him  as  "  taking  a  house 
in  St.  David  Street,"  and  "  of  a  monument  having  been  erected  to  his  memory."  Pp. 
232,  234.  It  is  certain  that  Hume  himself  built,  during  his  own  life,  the  house  in  which 
he  was  to  die ;  and  although  the  mausoleum  in  which  his  bones  were  to  repose  was  not 
(according  to  the  popular  tradition)  actually  completed  by  himself,  the  ground  was 
bought,  instructions  were  left,  and  money  was  bequeathed  by  himself  for  the  purpose. 

While  engaged  in  this  undertaking  he  resided  in  his  former  lodging  on  the  northern 
slope  of  the  Old  Town.  On  his  daily  visits  to  inspect  the  work,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  the  short  cut  across  what  was  then  a  swamp,  called  the  North  Loch,  now 
the  east  end  of  Prince's  Street  gardens.  On  one  occasion,  while  picking  his' steps 
along  the  terra  firma,  he  made  a  slip,  fell  over,  and  stuck  fast  in  the  bog.  ^Observing 
some  Newhaven  flshwomen  passing  with  their  "  creels,"  he  called  aloud  to  them  for 
VOL.  II.  *  z 


770. 
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1770.  is  the  second  great  operation  of  human  life  ;  for  the  taking  a  wife 2  is 
the  first,  which  I  hope  will  come  in  time ;  and,  by  being  present,  I 
have  already  prevented  two  capital  mistakes  which  the  mason  was 
falling  into  ;  and  I  shall  be  apprehensive  of  his  falling  into  more, 
were  I  to  be  at  a  distance.  I  must  therefore  renounce  the  hopes  of 
seeing  you  at  your  own  house  this  autumn,  which,  I  assure  you,  I  do 
with  much  regret.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  the  young  ladies. 
Please  tell  Miss  Kitty  that  my  coat  is  much  admired,  even  before 
I  tell  that  it  is  her  livery.  For  her  sake,  I  shall  be  careful  that  it 
never  meet  with  any  such  accident  as  the  last.     I  am,  Dear  Baron, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

David  Hume. 

P.S.  —  Mr.  Moore's  verses  are  really  very  elegant.3 


CCLXI. 

MR.  ROBERT  ADAM,  ARCHITECT,  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Edin.  Nov.  5,  1770. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  sorry  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  wait  on  you  at 
Caldwell.     My  brother  and  I  went  to  Buchanan,  where  we  staid  only 

help ;  but,  when  they  came  up,  and  recognised  the  wicked  unbeliever  David  Hume, 
they  refused  any  assistance,  unless  he  first  repeated,  in  a  solemn  tone,  the  Lord's  Prayer. 
This  he  did,  without  pause  or  blunder,  and  was  extricated  accordingly.  He  used  to  tell 
this  story  himself  with  great  glee,  declaring  that  the  Edinburgh  fishwives  were  the  most 
acute  theologians  he  had  ever  encountered. 

2  Hume  had  not  always  been  so  determined  a  bachelor  as  he  was  in  his  latter  days. 
Early  in  life,  he  paid  his  addresses  to  a  young  lady  of  good  family  and  great  personal 
attractions  in  Edinburgh.  His  suit  was  unfavourably  received ;  but  several  years  after- 
wards, when  he  had  obtained  celebrity,  it  was  hinted  to  him  by  a  common  friend  that 
the  lady  had  changed  her  mind.     "  So  have  I,"  replied  the  Philosopher. 

3  See  Note  to  No.  ccxlvu. 
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two  days,  as  I  had  an  appointment  at  Edinburgh  about  the  Register  1770. 
Office  business.  This  prevented  my  having  the  honour  of  being  at  your 
house  then,  and  a  broken  shin,  which  I  mett  with  at  Edinburgh,  on  my 
return  from  Buchanan,  has  confined  me  for  six  weeks  to  my  room,  and 
prevented  me  from  seeing  any  body.  I  sett  out  for  London  to  morrow 
morning.  I  have  your  letter  of  the  23d  July  along  with  me,  which  gives  a 
particular  description  of  the  house  you  want.1  I  will  do  my  best  to  make 
out  a  sketch,  according  to  your  ideas  both  of  conveniency  and  expense; 
and  so  soon  as  I  hitt  on  what  I  think  will  answer,  I  shall  send  it  to 
Edinburgh,  unless  you  forbid  me,  or  have  views  of  being  soon  in 
London. 

I  hope  you'l  forgive  my  not  writing  sooner,  but  the  constant  hopes  I 
had  of  getting  the  use  of  my  limbs  made  me  delay  answering  all  letters,  as 
I  knew  I  was  and  could  be  of  little  service  to  any  one  whilst  I  was  lame 
myself.  I  saw  John  Home2  yesterday;  he  is  obliged  to  add  to  his  cottage, 
and  I  have  schemed  two  wings  for  him,  to  give  the  conveniencys  necessary 
for  a  married  man.3  I  am  always,  with  the  most  perfect  respect  and 
regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
Robt.  Adam. 


1  The  present  mansion-house  of  Caldwell. 

2  The  author  of  "  Douglas." 

3  The  lady  he  had  married  not  being  very  remarkable  for  her  personal  attractions, 
David  Hume,  it  is  said,  asked  him  "how  he  could  ever  think  of  such  a  woman?"  Home, 
who  was  a  man  of  great  goodness  and  simplicity  of  character,  replied,  "Ah,  David !  if  I 
had  not,  who  else  would  have  taken  her  ?  " 
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CCLXII. 
COLONEL  JAMES  STUART1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Nov.  13,  1770. 
Dear  Baron, 

The  King's  speech  will  cost  you  a  shilling,  but  it  is  well  worth  it. 
It  is  relished  here  extremely.  There  was  no  division  in  either  House 
as  to  the  address.  Some  talk  by  Messrs.  Bourke,  Barre,  and  Dodswell. 
It  is  a  hollow  business ;  and  the  ball  at  the  foot  of  the  Ministers,  or 
whoever  such  a  King  as  ours  may  wish  to  employ.  I  observed  his 
countenance ;  it  seemed  more  than  ordinary  placid.  In  the  House  of 
Peers  few  speakers ;  most  betwixt  Sandwich  and  the  Duke  of  Bolton, 
upon  pressing.  Lord  Mansfield  sat  as  Speaker ;  De  Gray  does  not 
officiate  till  Friday — 'tis  said  only  as  Keeper ;  Thurlow,  Attorney ;  and 
Wallace,  Sollicitor.  What  opportunities  Wedderburn  seems  to  have  lost ! 
The  foreign  ambassadors  were  at  court.  I  am  singular  in  my  opinion 
among  the  circle  of  my  acquaintance  here,  but  I  think  we  are  not  to 
have  a  war.  I  send  the  Public  Advertiser,  with  the  long  dull  letter  of 
Wilkes,  and  Norris'  answer.  It  must  divert  you  to  see  these  patriots 
quarrel! 

Lord  North  has  begun  with  spirit,  and  we  doubt  not  of  his  carrying 
thro'  the  business.  There  wants  only  that  ingredient,  with  common 
sense,  to  manage  this  people — having  the  King's  countenance.  I  sent  you 
another  letter  to-day,  but  finding  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  recess  from  loo 
at  ten,  I  thought  I  could  not  better  bestow  it. 
Farewell,  Dear  Baron. 

Yours,  a  second  time, 

J.   Steuart. 

1  This  gentleman,  the  younger  brother  of  Andrew  Stuart,  was  afterwards  a  General 
Officer,  and  Commander-in-Chief  at  Madras,  where  he  joined  with  the  Council  in  the  ex- 
traordinary step  of  imprisoning  the  Governor,  Lord  Pigot.  He  married  Lady  Anne  Home, 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  but  left  no  issue. 
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CCLXIII. 
THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

•~.         „  Tuesday  evening. ' 

Dear  Baron, 

Lord  North,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  this  day  declared  that  Mas- 
serano,  with  full  powers,  had,  at  twelve,  signed  an  agreement,  replacing 
us  m  the  desert  island,  and  disavowing  the  Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  re- 
serving his  master's  right  to  said  desert  cluster  of  isles,  which  His  Majesty 
accepted. 

So  here  is  peace  probably  for  some  time,  and  the  true  value,  or  rather 
no  value,  of  a  Family  compact;  and,  considering  the  thorough  repair  to 
our  navy,  I  humbly  think  the  fourth  shilling  in  the  pound  has  been  well 
laid  out. 

Bathurst,  Keeper  or  Chancellor;  De  Gray,  Common  Pleas;  Thurlow 
Attorney  General;  Wedderburn,  SoUicitor  General;  Mr.  Nassau,  Lord 
Rochford's  brother,  Green  Cloth;  Suffolk,  Privy  Seal;  Halifax,  Secretary 
of  State;  Wedderburn  is  made  Chancellor  to  the  Queen,  revived  with 
£500  sallary.  This  all  fixed  to-day.  Andrew  will  be  with  you  at  the 
opening  of  your  courts.  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure. 
Yours  ever, 

J.  Steuart. 

CCLXIV. 
MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Jan.  27,  1771 
My  Dear  Sir, 

This  goes  by  the  express  which  carries  down  to  Scotland  the  war- 
rant for  the  new  patent  in  favour  of  Colonel  Warrender  and  myself,  for 

1  About  January  22,  1771.     See  Chatham  Correspondence,  Vol.  rv  p.  72,  Note, 
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1771.  the  office  of  Remembrancer.  Till  this  matter  was  compleated,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  move  from  this.  There  goes  down  at  the  same  time 
a  writ  for  a  new  election  for  the  Borough  of  Dunbar. 

I  congratulate  you  and  the  country  in  general  upon  the  event  of  peace. 
It  would  have  been  a  great  check  to  the  prosperity  of  both  England  and 
Scotland,  had  we  now  been  involved  in  a  war.  There  is  a  call  of  the 
House  for  a  consideration  of  this  matter  in  Parliament  on  the  5th  of 
February. 

I  suppose  you  are  acquainted  with  all  the  late  law  changes  and  pre- 
ferments. Wedderburn  called  on  me  two  days  ago,  and  acquainted  me 
of  the  progress  of  his  affair.  It  is  a  mistake  his  being  appointed  Chan- 
cellor to  the  Queen  ;  I  mean  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment ;  but 
when  the  office  of  Sollicitor  General  was  offered  to  him,  it  was  offered  at 
the  same  time  to  make  him  Chancellor  to  the  Queen,  with  a  sallary  of 
600<£  a  year,  and  to  make  him  a  Privy  Councillor.  He  declined  these 
two  last,  and  said  he  thought  it  more  suitable,  both  for  the  Crown  and 
himself,  that  the  law  offices  of  Sollicitor  or  Attorney  General  should  be 
accepted  simply  by  themselves,  without  further  inducements.  It  is  thought 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  he  is  Attorney  General,  as  the  present 
Attorney  is  not  fond  of  business,  and  wishes  to  retire  when  a  proper 
office  can  be  found  out  for  him.  Compliments  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs. 
Mure. 

Yours,  most  faithfully  and  affectionately, 

Andw'  Stuart. 


CCLXV. 
LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  Feb.  15,  1771. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  have  this  moment  yours  of  the  11th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
Hamilton  at  Greenock  suspended  for  frauds,  or  negligence,  or  both,  in 
the  weighing  of  tobacco.     You  know  how  delicate  a  subject  that  is. 
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The  very  names  of  tobacco,  North  Britain,  &c.  being  coupled  together,  1771. 
carry  with  them  an  air  of  suspicion  here.  I  remember  well  putting  in 
Hamilton,  at  poor  Will.  Stewart's  desire,  and  his  mentioning  something 
of  his  being  a  distant  relation  of  ours.  So  much  the  worse.  Were  he  a 
very  near  relation,  I  could  not  interfere  in  a  business  where  at  least  cul- 
pable negligence  is  imputed — if  nothing  worse  can  be  alledged — and  that 
upon  a  subject  so  extreamly  liable  to  strong  suspicion,  as  you  well  know 
the  very  name  of  tobacco  always  is  here,  especially  when  relating  to  our 
part  of  the  island. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  let  me  say  one  word  to  yours  of  the  7  th 

inst.    What  a  scurvy  apology  does  M make  for  the  neglect  of  a  most 

express  and  often-repeated  injunction  to  transmitt  an  abstract  of  the  ac- 
counts, about  the  form  of  which  so  much  has  been  said  and  so  much 
trouble  taken.  Was  there  ever  such  an  excuse  for  so  very  gross  a  neglect 
of  the  most  explicit  orders  that  could  be  given  ?  I'll  tell  you,  Baron,  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  business  in  Scotland,  especially  private  business,  the 
great  and  essential  sine  qua  non,  in  any  agent  of  any  sort,  is  implicit  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  you  give.  I  laugh  at  abilities,  credit,  character.  &c. 
if  they  are  not  attended  with  the  above  sine  qua  non  quality.  With  all 
the  above  accomplishments,  I  say  a  person  is  to  me  useless  who  has  not 
that  one,  as  I  have  often  experienced ;  and  I  don't  believe  there  is  a 
country  in  Europe — at  least  of  all  those  I  have  lived  in — where  the 
want  of  that  quality  is  almost  universal,  except  Scotland.  For  my- 
self, I  am  determined  to  trust  no  man  for  the  future  with  the  execution 
of  any  orders  of  mine,  who  I  have  any  reason  to  believe  will  deviate  at 
all  from  them.  Had  1  followed  this  rule  thirty  years  ago,  I  should  have 
saved  myself  much  trouble,  many  an  hour  of  disquietude,  and  some 
thousand  pounds  of  money. 

Who  are  the  persons  you  would  propose  to  have  qualifications  in 
Bute  ?  As  I  did  not  undertake  any  part  of  the  politicks  of  that  island, 
when  we  canvassed  the  subject  together,  those  matters  have  gone  quite 
out  of  my  head.  Let  me  know  your  sentiments  fully,  and  I'll  transmit 
them  to  my  brother,  with  what  occurs  to  myself. 

Your  remarks  upon  Edington's  wonderful  taciturnity  made  me  smile. 
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1771  His  being  satisfied  with  asking  one  question,  and  getting  an  answer  to  it, 
is  incomparable.  Would  to  heaven  !  for  the  benfit  of  these  kingdoms  in 
in  general,  that  one  hundred  members  of  Parliament  I  could  name  were 
endowed  with  the  same  retention  of  speecb  !  How  cordially  sbould  I, 
in  that  case,  sacrifice  to  the  god  of  silence! 

Adieu,  Dear  Baron.     Don't  be  long  in  answering  this. 


CCLXVI. 

MEMORANDUM  OF  A  CONVERSATION  BETWEEN  LORD  CAMBDEN,  ANDREW 
STUART,  ESQ.  AND  THE  EARL  OF  STAIR. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1771 . 

This  day,  Lord  Stair  and  Mr.  Stuart  went  to  Lord  Camden's  house 
at  twelve  o'clock,  by  his  Lordship's  appointment;  Lord  Camden,  very 
soon  after  then-  arrival,  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Stuart  to  this  effect: — 

"  Mr  Stuart,  I  am  very  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  you,  as  I  have  a  very  great  esteem  for  j^our  character.  If 
any  thing  in  the  heat  of  argument  escaped  from  me  in  the  Douglas 
cause,  I  hope  it  will  be  forgot;  perhaps  things  may  have  escaped  me  at 
that  time,  which,  in  talking  coolly  over  a  matter  in  a  private  company, 
would  not  have  happened.  I  am  sure  I  do  not  recollect  what  I  may 
have  said; '  but,  from  all  I  saw  in  that  affair,  I  conceived  a  very  high  opinion 
of  your  ability,  and  thought  you  had  done  great  duty  to  your  pupils,  and 
acted  with  great  fidelity  and  attention. 

"  There  was  something  in  the  proceedings  of  the  French  action  which 
seemed  to  me  to  bear  hard  upon  the  other  party,  and  perhaps  that  im- 
pression may,  at  the  time  of  my  speaking  in  public,  have  led  me  to  say 
some  things  I  otherwise  would  not  have  said.    I  had  not  at  that  time  the 


1  If  we  may  trust  Horace  Walpole,  (Memoirs  of  George  III.  Vol.  m.  p.  303,)  his 
Lordship  had  said,  among  other  things,  that  "  he  thought  the  whole  plea  of  the  Hamiltons 
a  tissue  of  perjury,  woven  by  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart." 
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pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  you  ;  but  I  know  that  about  that  time,  1771. 
and  since  then,  I  have  had  occasion  to  be  informed  of  your  character 
and  reputation.  No  man  enjoys  a  better  reputation,  and  I  declare  to 
you  that  I  have  a  very  high  opinion  both  of  your  integrity  and  ability, 
and  will  be  very  happy  in  every  opportunity  of  cultivating  your  ac- 
quaintance." 

Mr.  Stuart  made  this  return  : — "  What  your  Lordship  has  now  said 
makes  up  to  me,  in  my  mind,  for  the  distress  I  suffered  from  some  things 
which  passed  that  day  in  the  House  of  Lords;  for  I  will  own  to  your 
Lordship,  that,  tho'  conscious  of  the  purity  of  my  own  intentions  and 
conduct,  it  did  distress  me  to  have  any  reflection  thrown  out  against  me 
in  such  an  assembly,  and  from  such  a  height.  Whatever  a  man's  con- 
sciousness may  be,  he  must  be  affected  with  these  things,  if  he  has  any 
sensibility.  I  thought  that  day  that  your  Lordship  was  under  some 
unfavourable  impression  with  regard  to  me,  which  I  am  sure  could  not 
have  been  the  case  had  I  had  the  honour  of  being  better  known  to  you, 
and  that  you  had  been  better  acquainted  with  my  conduct  in  life.  All  I 
shall  say  upon  the  subject  is,  that  I  should  consider  myself  as  a  very  happy 
man,  if  every  thought  and  action  of  mine,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  that  affair,  was  known  to  your  Lordship,  and  to  the  world  in  general ; 
for  I  have  nothing  to  conceal  in  it,  and  nothing  I  wish  to  conceal." 

Here  Lord  Cambden  said — "  Indeed,  Mr.  Stuart,  you  were  quite  a 
stranger  to  me  at  that  time;  the  cause  and  the  persons  concerned  in  it 
were  quite  new  to  me  that  year.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
integrity  of  your  conduct;  and  if  any  thing  was  said  that  gave  you  un- 
easiness, it  does  not  remain  with  me,  and  I  hope  you  will  forget  it." 

Mr.  Stuart  answered:- — "After  what  your  Lordship  has  now  been 
pleased  to  say,  I  shall  readily  forget  any  thing  that  passed  relating  to  me. 
I  am  very  happy  to  have  now  the  honour  of  being  known  to  your 
Lordship,  and  am  obliged  to  my  friend  Lord  Stair  for  having  given  me 
the  opportunity." 

Lord  Stair,  addressing  himself  to  Lord  Cambden  and  Mr.  Stuart,  said, 
"  that  it  gave  him  great  satisfaction  to  have  been  the  instrument  of  re- 
moving any  thing  misunderstood  between  them,  and  of  bringing  together 

VOL.  II.  2  A 
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1771.  two  persons,  who,   he  was  persuaded,  would,  on  better  acquaintance, 
value  and  esteem  each  other." 

Here  the  conversation  on  this  subject  ended.  Lord  Stair  and  Mr. 
Stuart  remained  some  time  afterwards  with  Lord  Cambden,  conversing 
on  indifferent  topics. 


CCLXVII. 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE,  WITH  MEMORANDUM  OF  CONVER- 
SATION WITH  LORD  CAMBDEN,  ENCLOSED. 

London,  Thursday,  March  28,  1771 . 
My  Dear  Sir, 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  our  late  disturbances  here,  in  the  con- 
test between  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  City,  or  at  least  some 
factious  persons  in  the  city.  Yesterday,  the  mob,  excited  by  some  of 
these  gentlemen,  went  great  lengths  indeed.  Lord  North,  in  his 
chariot,  going  down  to  the  House  of  Commons,  was  insulted  and  roughly 
used  by  them,  as  were  others  of  the  Members.  There  is  to  be  a  Com- 
mittee immediately  for  enquiring  into  the  cause  of  all  these  disturbances, 
and  it  is  thought  the  House  will  proceed  with  spirit  and  vigour.  Lord 
Mayor  was  yesterday  ordered  to  the  Tower,  there  to  bear  company  with 
his  friend  Oliver.  The  House  was  rather  disposed  to  dispense  with  the 
Mayor  going  to  the  Tower,  but  he  in  a  manner  sollicited  to  be  sent  there. 
By  the  bye,  you  will  have  a  visit  of  Sir  George  Colebrook  in  Scotland, 
and  probably  at  Caldwell  or  the  Abby  Hill,  this  summer.  He  and  our 
friend  Jack  Stewart1  set  out  for  Ireland  in  May,  and  move  from  thence 
to  Scotland  in  June.  Lord  Stair  and  Sir  Adam  Fergusson  have  insisted 
Sir  George  to  take  up  his  quarters  with  them  in  his  way  from  Ireland ; 
and  Stewart,  my  brother,  and  I,  have  entered  in  our  claim  for  a  particu- 
lar acquaintance  between  Sir  George  and  you.     He  gladly  accepts  of  it: 

1  See  No.  ccxlviii. 
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he  has  heard  you  so  often  mentioned  that  he  thinks  himself  already  1771. 
acquainted  with  you. 

From  the  hint  I  gave  you  in  a  former  letter,  you  will  naturally  be 
anxious  to  know  what  passed  at  the  interview  between  Lord  Cambden 
and  me.     I  send  you  the  enclosed  memorandum,  which  was  drawn  up 
the  day  after,  and  which  the  third  person  present  agrees  is  a  very  exact 
account  of  the   matter.     Some  days  before  this   interview,   my  friend 
Lord  Stair  had  of  himself  offered  to  bring  on  this  subject  with  Lord 
Cambden,  with  whom  he  has  been  long  acquainted.     He  did  it  in  the 
persuasion  that  any  thing  improper  said  by  Lord  Cambden  with  regard 
to  me,  on  that  memorable  day,  must  have  proceeded  from  his  beina 
misled  and  unacquainted  with  me,  either  personally  or  by  character ;  and 
that,  on  being  better  informed,  he  would  act  with  fairness  and  candour, 
and  acknowledge  himself  in  the  wrong.     After  a  full  conversation  on  the 
subject,  Lord  Stair  acquainted  me  that  he  found  Lord  Cambden  entirely 
in  the  disposition  he  expected ;  that  he  had  entered  into  the  subject  with 
much  feeling  and  concern,  and  that  he  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  me  with  Lord  Stair.     As  I  knew  what  had  past  in  this  conversa- 
tion, and  also  what  was  to  happen  in  the  interview,  I  could  have  no 
objection  to  paying  this  visit.     What  he  said  then,  and  his  manner  of 
saying  it,  amounted  to  as  complete  an  atonement  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  could  now  admit  of.     I  had  particularly  recommended  to  Lord 
Stair  to  ask  no  concession  of  him  in  the  way  of  favour ;  for  that,  as  I  was 
the  person  injured,  1  had  no  favour  to  ask ;  and  that  if  it  Avas  not  that  I 
had  an  idea  that  Lord  Cambden  had  been  misled,  I  would  not  even  allow 
any  friend  of  mine  to  take  the  trouble  of  entering  on  the  subject  with 
him.     Lord  Stair  acted  with  great  propriety,  carefully  abstained  from 
asking   anything   in    the  way  of  favour,   and  assured  me    that   Lord 
Cambden's  sentiments  in  this  matter  led  him  to  say  everything  that  any 
friend  of  mine  could  wish. 

As  I  do  not  choose  to  be  the  person  who  spreads  what  passed  at  this 
interview,  thinking  it  better  that  the  accounts  of  it  should  come  from 
Lord  Cambden  himself  or  Lord  Stair,  both  of  whom  will  take  an 
opportunity  of  mentioning  it,  the  enclosed  memorandum  is  only  for  your 
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1771.  own  perusall,  unless  there  be  some  very  particular  friends  to  whom  you 
wish  to  communicate  in  general  what  took  place.  Our  friends  David 
Hume  and  Dr.  Robertson  I  must  certainly  except;  they  interested 
themselves  so  much  in  what  related  to  me  in  the  worst  of  times,  and  will 
receive  so  much  satisfaction  from  the  atonement  that  is  made;  but  you 
may  recommend  to  them  not  to  diffuse  it,  and  their  authority  for  it,  till 
it  comes  round  from  other  quarters. 

Compliments  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Mure ;  with  sincere  esteem, 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

Andw   Stuart. 


CCLXVIII. 

DUCHESS  OF  ARGYLL1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Argyll  House,  Dec.  4,  1771. 
Sir, 

Your  friend  Sir  George  Colbroke2  has  been  here  this  moment  to 
recommend  Sir  James  Cockburn  for  the  boroughs.3  Mr.  Ross  Mackey 
thinks  as  I  do,  that  it  will  be  very  much  for  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's 
interest  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  our  power.  I  am  sorry  that  it 
is  necessary  to  oppose  Lord  March,4  but  I  hope  he  will  understand  that  it 
is  really  intended  for  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  as  everybody  must  know 
that  Lord  March  only  acts  by  his  Grace's  direction.  Mr.  Ross,  Colonel 
Stuart,  and  both  the  knights,  write  by  the  express  that  carries  this;  and 

1  The  Duchess  had  exchanged  the  title  of  Hamilton  for  that  of  Argyll,  on  the 
accession  of  her  husband  to  the  latter  peerage,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  in  November. 
1770. 

2  See  No.  cclxxyi. 

3  Of  Linlithgow,  Peebles,  &c. — He  sat  for  them  from  1772  to  1784. 

4  Afterwards  Duke  of  Queensberry — the  celebrated  old  Q. 
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by  Mr.  Ross's  letter  you  will  see  that  you  and  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  must  1771. 
decide  what  is  to  be  done.  However,  I  think  you  will  certainly  be  for 
Sir  James,  as  Sir  George  seems  to  be  very  much  interested  for  him. 
They  have  both  declared  that  whatever  power  they  may  acquire  in  those 
boroughs,  that  it  shall  be  at  my  son's  service  for  the  future.  Pray  tell 
Mr.  Stuart  that  I  dont  write  to  him,  as  I  reckon  you  will  let  him  see  this. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

E.  Argyll. 


CCLXIX. 
VISCOUNT  GARLIES1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

[No  date— about  1772.] 
Dear  Sir, 

The  conversation  we  had  together  in  London,  upon  manufactures 
and  other  improvements  of  our  country,  encourages  me  to  apply  to  you 
for  advice  and  assistance.  It  is  long  since  I  have  been  sensible  of  the 
great  advantages  attending  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  and  this 
part  of  Galloway  being  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  raising  of  flax, 
and  the  moor  part  of  the  country  producing  a  great  deal  of  excellent 
wool,  I  became  extremely  anxious  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  both 
into  this  corner.  Few  inhabitants,  and  agriculture  but  in  its  infancy, 
were  indeed  circumstances  much  against  us ;  but  we  hoped  even 
to  improve  both  these,  by  setting  manufactures  a  going,  and  furnishing 
business  and  bread  for  many.  Some  few  gentlemen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood coincided  with  me  in  these  sentiments  and  dispositions;  Lord 
Kaimes  and  Commissioner  Clerk  patronised  and  assisted  me  at  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 


1  Afterwards,  in  1773,  seventh  Earl  of  Galloway ;  a  public-spirited  nobleman.     He 
was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Trade,  &c.  in  1772,  and  died  in  1806. 
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1772.  A  flax-raiser  and  dresser,  with  M'Pherson's  machines,  heckles,  &c. 
were  sent  here,  and  a  salary  of  ten  pound  a  year  established  for  him;  I 
built  houses  at  Garliestown  for  him  and  a  weaver;  a  fund  was  raised  by 
subscription  for  premiums  to  be  distributed  to  encourage  spinning;  we 
gave  a  halfpenny  per  dozen  for  all  above  thirty  dozen  spun  by  one  person ; 
twenty-five  shillings  each  to  the  two  highest  spinners;  twenty  shillings 
to  the  two  next ;  descending  by  crowns  to  five  shillings.  The  flax-dresser 
held  weekly  markets  at  different  places  appointed  to  buy  yarn,  and  to 
sell  or  give  out  flax  to  poor  people  to  spin;  he  had  ten  pounds  salary 
from  the  Board  for  this.  The  first  year,  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-six 
premiums  were  distributed  for  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  dozens,  and  it  went  on  increasing  gradually,  so  that,  in  1771,  there 
were  premiums  paid  for  nine  thousand  and  thirty-nine.  I  was  myself 
at  the  expense  of  establishing  a  spinning  school  for  the  children  at  Wigton, 
which  is  still  continued;  but  the  Board  of  Trustees  having  withdrawn 
their  assistance,  and  refused  the  flax-raiser  his  ten  pound  salary,  and  he 
having  also  met  with  a  disappointment  about  some  flax  he  had  com- 
missioned last  year,  our  scheme  has  gone  quite  back,  almost  to  an  entire 
stop,  which  is  really  a  great  pity,  considering  the  gradually  increasing 
progress  we  were  making. 

The  flax  raising  did  not  indeed  succeed,  but  we  apprehend  it  was 
because  M'Pherson's  machines  did  not  answer;  the  price  of  day  labour  here 
is  pretty  high,  and  nobody  could  be  got  to  dress  by  that  machine  flax 
at  the  price  fixed,  and  we  found  the  man  (the  flax  raiser,)  more  usefully 
employed,  in  going  about  encouraging  spinning,  by  buying  yarn  and  giving 
out  flax.  A  water  mill  seems  to  be  a  thing  most  suitable  for  this  country 
at  present,  and  if  one  was  erected,  it  is  thought  a  good  deal  of  flax  would 
be  raised  in  the  neighbourhood ;  the*  getting  the  lint  expeditiously 
dressed  being  more  regarded  than  a  little  waste  or  saving.  I  have  a 
situation  thought  fit  for  one,  and  would  not  grudge  laying  out  some 
expense,  if  assisted  by  the  board,  and  assured  of  a  continuance  of  their 
patronage  and  aid  ;  but  we  are  much  discouraged  by  their  withdrawing 
it  already.  A  neighbour  and  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Agnew,  who  has  all 
along  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  in  nursing  and  conducting  this  scheme 
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of  encouragement,  wrote  a  letter  last  winter  to  your  secretary  Mr.  Guthrie,  1772 
to  be  laid  before  your  board,  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  made, 
the  rubs  and  difficulties  that  had  come  in  the  way,  and  desiring  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  spinning  master  or  flax  raiser's  salary,  and  the  usual 
aid  towards  raising  up  a  flax  mill;  but  the  answer  he  got  was  equivalent 
to  a  refusal  of  any  further  notice  or  assistance ;  so  that  all  the  pains  and 
money  formerly  bestowed  by  the  board  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  country 
must  now  be  considered  as  thrown  away,  if  the  plan  is  to  be  thus  deserted 
and  disregarded.  I  believe  you  are  an  active  member  of  that  board.  May 
I  therefore  flatter  myself  that  you  will  take  our  situation  into  consideration, 
advise  and  assist  us  as  to  what  to  do,  and  take  us  under  your  protection.2 

2  The  culture  of  flax  and  the  linen  manufacture  appear,  from  many  other  documents 
in  Mr.  Mure's  repositories,  to  have  been  chief  objects  of  attention  with  Scottish  political 
economists  at  this  period.  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Macpherson, 
mentioned  in  No.  clxi. — which  has  been  overlooked  in  its  proper  place — may  here  not 
inappropriately  be  appended,  as  illustrative  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  trade  in  our 
great  manufacturing  districts,  about  the  middle  of  last  century : — 

"  Trustees'  Office,  Edinburgh,  10th  January,  17G3. 
"  You  will  remember  the  Trustees,  last  year,  appropriated  200£  for  promoting  flax- 
raising  in  some  other  parts  than  Perth,  Forfar,  and  Fife  shires,  where,  for  some  years 
past,  400£  has  been  so  applied.  This  200£  has  not  yet  been  laid  out.  It  will  be  proper, 
after  this  year,  to  turn  the  400£  hitherto  given  to  Perth,  Forfar,  and  Fife,  also  to  other 
parts.  I  imagine  the  most  of  these  monies  for  promoting  the  flax-raising  (which,  by  the 
bye,  are  the  best  laid  out  of  all  the  Trustees'  monies,  without  any  exception,)  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  shires  of  Clydesdale,  Renfrew,  and  Air.  It  is  of  very  great  consequence  that 
the  manufactures  in  the  West  Country  should  be  taken  care  of,  as  they  arc  upon  the  best 
footing  of  any  in  Scotland,  and  have  great  influence  upon  the  other  extensive  dealings  of 
Glasgow ;  and,  if  something  is  not  done  for  them,  I  have  many  reasons  (with  which,  I 
suppose,  you  should  not  be  troubled  at  present,)  to  think  these  manufactures  will  be  difli- 

culted,   and  receive  more  shocks  now  and  then, — like  what  Paisley  lately  met   with, 

thougli  perhaps  not  so  remarkable  all  at  once.  These  manufactures  cannot  be  more  ef- 
fectually assisted,  nor  can  any  thing  be  done  for  their  establishment,  better  than  to  intro- 
duce flax-raising  to  purpose  in  these  countries,  as  mentioned  before.  I  would  therefore 
humbly  propose  that  these  monies  be  distributed  in  premiums  for  the  greatest  quantity  of 
flax  raised  in  the  shires  of  Lanark,  Renfrew,  and  Air ;  also  in  the  shires  of  Stirling  and 
Dunbarton,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  6d.  per  stone, — no  person  to  be  allowed  more  than  five 
pound,  or  less  than  thirty  shillings." 
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1772.   I  hope  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you,  as  I  purpose  being  in 
Edinburgh  at  the  races ;  in  the  meantime,  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  friend,  and 

Obedient  humble  servant, 

Garlies. 


CCLXX. 

COLONEL  JAMES  STUART  OF  TORRANCE  TO  BARON  MURE,  WITH  MR. 
ANDREW  STUART'S  POSTSCRIPT. 

London,  Feb.  20,  1772. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  send  you  these  few  lines,  to  put  you  au  fait  of  what  seems  to  be 
the  wish  of  all  concerned  in  your  pupil's  welfare  ;  first,  that  Mr.  Moore ' 
be  talked  to  upon  the  subject  of  attending  him  immediately  on  his  travels, 
as  his  tutor,  preceptor,  friend,  and  physician.  The  terms  which  Andrew, 
after  communication  with  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  thinks  may  be  offered, 
is  300<£  yearly,  for  his  cloaths,  pocket,  &c.  and  an  annuity  of  £100  yearly 
for  life.  We  all  wish  you  to  open  this  subject  to  John  Moore  forthwith. 
We  have  read  your  last  to  Andrew,  but  it  seems  to  be  the  united  opinion 
of  all  concerned,  that  matters  go  no  farther  with  Mr.  Smith;2  indeed,  upon 
the  question  being  put  to  the  Duke  himself,  he  chose  John  Moore. 
The  Duchess  observed,  that,  in  the  situation  of  Duke  Hamilton's  finances, 
and  loaded  with  jointure  and  annuity,  she  hoped  Mr.  Moore  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  terms,  and,  if  he  was,  there  needed  be  nothing  to 
prevent  his  coming  here  forthwith.  She  wishes  him  to  pocket  a  diploma 
of  Doctor  from  some  University  for  the  feather,  and  to  keep  the  pas  at 
Geneva. 

You  know  the  terms  which  Dr.  Pitcairn  had  from  Duke  Hamilton's 

1  Dr.  John  Moore,  author  of  "  Zeleuco,"  &e.,  father  of  the  late  General  Sir  John 
Moore.     See  Introductory  Notice,  and  the  Doctor's  correspondence  in  the  sequel. 

2  Professor  Adam  Smith. 
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father,  were  not  even  so  much  as  those  above  offered; — in  short,  Baron,  1772. 
you  must  make  every  thing  clear  and  satisfactory,  and  write  the  result 
either  to  me  or  to  the  Duchess  as  soon  as  possible. 

Duke  Hamilton's  pollitical  interest  should  be  particularly  attended  to, 
or  Mr.  M'Queen3  will  think  he  has  got  quit  of  a  formidable  rival  at  the 
general  election  ;  but  I  think  he  counts  without  his  host. 

Sir  George4  desires  his  compliments  and  thanks  for  a  letter  you  lately 
wrote  him.  He  is  gone  to  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the  Message 
business,  and  imagines  it  will  be  a  very  late  day,  but  he  certainly  will 
epistolize  you  by  first  occasion.  Andrew  is  taking  the  necessary  steps 
to  forward  his  Act  of  Parliament,  and  dines  with  Wederburn  for  that 
reason  this  day.  He  is  hurried  extremely,  and  I  never  sett  eyes  upon 
him.  He  may  perhaps  add  a  Postscript  to  this  letter,  which  has  insen- 
sibly lengthened  to  this  size.     Adieu,  dear  Baron. 

Yours,  while 

J.  S. 


CCLXXI. 

POSTSCRIPT  TO  THE  ABOVE,  BY  MR.  ANDREW  STUART. 

Friday,  Feb.  21. 

P.S. — I  was  detained  so  late  at  Wedderburne's  last  night,  that  the  post 
was  gone  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  adding  a  postscript  to  my 
brother's  letter.  He  has  left  me  little  to  add  on  the  subject  of  Duke 
Hamilton.  Your  letter,  intimating  the  practicability  of  having  Mr. 
Smith,  arrived  here  the  day  after  my  last  to  you,  wherein  I  told  you  of  Dr. 
Moore's  being  proposed,  and  of  its  being  quite  agreeable  to  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Argyle,  as  well  as  to  Duke  Hamilton  himself.     They  still 

3  Younger  of  Braxfield,  afterwards  Lord  Justice  Clerk — intended  opponent  of  Mr. 
A.  Stuart,  for  Lanarkshire,  in  1774. 

4  Sir  George  Colebrooke.     See  Note  to  No.  cclxxvi. 
vol.  n.  2  b 
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1772.  continue  in  the  same  sentiments,  and  therefore  I  wish  you  would  either 
write  or  send  for  John  Moore  to  come  to  town  to  you,  to  talk  over  this 
matter,  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  preliminarys  were  once  settled,  the 
sooner  Mr.  Moore  comes  here  the  better,  as  it  is  wished  that  the  Duke 
should  set  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  have  been  various  applications  and  recommendations  here  of 
persons  to  attend  the  Duke  upon  this  occasion ;  amongst  others,  a  strong 
recommendation  of  a  Mr.  Powel,  who  attended  the  Duke  of  Dorset 
abroad,  was  bred  to  physick,  and  afterwards  an  Officer  in  General 
Graham's  Regiment. 

There  is  also  a  strong  recommendation  to  me,  in  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Carlile,  in  favour  of  a  Mr.  Scott,  of  whom  indeed  he  gives  a  very  high 
character,  as  a  person  every  way  well  qualified,  who  has  been  abroad 
several  years,  speaks  French  and  Italian,  has  kept  the  best  company, 
and  was  also  bred  to  Physick ;  but  if  it  is  agreeable  to  Mr.  Moore  to  go, 
we  wish  the  preference  to  him  above  all  others. 

I  have  not  yet  answered  Dr.  Carlile's  letter,  but  intend  to  write  to 
him  soon,  and  to  let  him  know  of  this  matter  being  settled  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Moore. 

Adieu,  and  believe  me, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yours  sincerely, 

And"  Stuart, 


CCLXXII. 

EARL  OF  BUTE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  25,  1772. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours  some  time  ago,  but  have  been  so  much 
out  of  order  that  writing  was  painful.     With  regard  to  Mr.  Sympson's1 

1  The  celebrated  Robert  Simson,  late  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of 
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papers,  I  heartily  wish  every  thing  left  by  that  worthy  able  man  pub-  1772. 
lished ;  for,  independent  of  his  superior  knowledge,  I  had  a  great  regard 
and  friendship  for  him ;  but  in  the  case  mentioned  I  can  be  of  no  manner 
of  use,  having  no  means  of  conveying  any  wish  of  mine  to  the  King,  nor 
any  reason,  if  I  had,  to  suppose  I  should  meet  with  success ;  perhaps  my 
brother  might  put  you  in  some  proper  channels,  tho'  of  that  I  am  very 
uncertain.     Be  so  good  as  send  the  inclosed  to  Dr.  Walker.     I  thank 
you  for  the  snuff,  but  at  present  I  am  well  provided.     Did  Mrs.  Mure 
ever  think  of  the  specimen  of  Scotch  carpets  we  were  talking  about  ? 
I  have  sketched  out  my  idea  of  a  house  for  you,  on  the  principle  of  those 
in  town,  with  a  Mezzonine  story,  which  in  my  opinion  is  worth  half  a 
house.     Nesmith  has  not  drawn  it  neatly,2  but  it  will  show  my  meaning. 
The  staircase  is  particular ;  but  having  seen  it  executed  in  Italy,  I  know 
its  good  effect.     I  put  kitchen,  bakehouse,  &c.  in  the  sub-basement  story, 
out  of  economy ;  but  they  would  be  better  in  small  wings  on  each  side, 
which  may  be  done  without  affecting  the  Mezzonine  windows,  that  are, 
I  think,  eighteen  feet  above  ground.     This,  joined  to  thirteen  and  a  half 
feet,  height  of  the  sunk  story  and  floor,  gives  thirty-one  and  a  half  more 
than  would  be  wanted.     In  my  rough  way  of  calculation  that  I  men- 
tioned to  you,  by  the  square,  it   comes  to  4500<£,  decently  finished, 
allowing  70£  per  square.     If  you  dislike  the  Mezzonine,  omit  it ;  add 
three  feet  to  your  principal  story,  and  four  to  your  garrets;  that  will  then 
be  an  excellent  attic ;  tho'  I  think  you  would  then  lose  the  essential  part 
of  the  building.     If  you  build,  I  present  you  with  my  labours ;  if  not, 
pay  me  for  my  plan.     It  goes  by  Sir  Alexander  Gilmour  in  a  tin  case, 
sealed.     Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours,  most  affectionately, 

Bute. 


Glasgow.     See  No.  Lxxxm.     His  posthumous  works  here  alluded  to,  comprising  several 
of  the  most  important  from  his  pen,  were  published,  in  1776,  by  the  Earl  of  Stanhope,  at 
his  Lordship's  private  expense.     See-Lord  Brougham,  Lives  of  Men  of  Science,  &c. 
2  This  plan  still  exists. 
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CCLXXII.* 

DOCTOR  JOHN  MOORE1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Loudon,  March  7,  1772. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  would  much  rather  choose  to  attend  Duke  Hamilton  as  Mr. 
Moore,  than  with  the  title  of  Doctor,  which  surely  is  not  eligible  while  I 
am  abroad ;  and  before  my  return,  if  I  think  it  for  my  interest,  I  may 
either  have  a  diploma  sent  me  from  some  of  the  Scots  Universities,  or 
get  one  from  some  of  the  f'orreign. 

One  consideration  which  makes  me  scruple  at  this  is,  that,  upon  re- 
ceiving your  first  letter,  by  the  advice  of  my  friends  here,  I  came  to  an 
agreement  with  Mr.  Dunlop,  that,  during  the  two  or  three  years  I  was 
to  be  with  Duke  Hamilton,  our  copartnery  should  continue  in  force. 
Mr.  Dunlop  came  into  his  half  share  last  January,  and  it  was  agreed 
between  us  that  he  should  have  a  salary  yearly,  over  and  above  his  half, 
in  consideration  of  his  having  the  whole  trouble. 

There  is  no  question  that  this  is  equally  advantageous  for  us  both. 
To  me  it  is  so  much  clear  gain,  and  to  him  it  will  prevent  many  of  the 
patients,  who  are  attach'd  in  a  particular  manner  to  me,  from  falling  off, 
when  they  know  that  their  employing  Mr.  Dunlop  is  a  benefit  to  my 
family.     Mr.  Dunlop  is  perfectly  sensible  of  this,  and  of  the  activity  of 

1  Dr.  Moore  was  born  at  Stirling  in  1730.  After  following  out  his  course  of  medical 
study  in  the  Scottish  Universities  and  in  London,  he  served  abroad  as  military  surgeon. 
He  subsequently  obtained  the  patronage  of  Lord  Albemarle,  British  Minister  at  Paris,  and 
was  for  sometime  attached  to  the  legation.  At  his  Lordship's  death  in  1753  he  returned 
to  Scotland,  and  settled  as  practising  surgeon  in  Glasgow,  where  he  was  selected  for  his 
present  office  under  circumstances  referred  to  in  the  previous  Letters  and  Introductory 
Notice.  He  was  father  of  the  late  General  Sir  John  Moore,  who  accompanied  him  as  a 
boy  on  liis  tour ;  of  Admiral  Sir  Graham  Moore ;  and  of  James  Carrick  Moore,  Esq.  now  of 
Corsewell,  in  Wigtonshire.  A  close  friendship  was  maintained,  in  after  life,  between  Sir 
John  Moore  and  the  Baron's  eldest  son,  the  compiler's  father ;  and  numerous  letters  from 
th»t  distinguished  commander  to  the  latter  are  preserved  in  the  Caldwell  repositories. 
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many  of  his  brethren,  who  have  arts,  which  he  cannot  use,  to  draw  1772. 
away  the  business  as  soon  as  it  should  be  reported  that  I  was  no  longer 
concerned.  It  has  therefore  been  his  and  my  assiduous  employment 
to  inform  every  body  of  consequence  that  I  retained  my  share  in  the 
copartnery,  to  which  I  was  to  return  within  three  years  at  most ;  but 
possibly  in  a  much  shorter  time.  If  I  were  to  take  a  diploma  at  present, 
it  would  give  credibility  to  the  report  already  circulated  by  the  surgeons 
that  I  had  no  interest  in  the  business;  and  which  made  some  of  my 
patients  require  my  word  of  honour  before  they  came  under  any  promise. 

Dunlop  and  I  would  have  settled  this  in  two  minutes  to  our  mutual 
satisfaction,  but  I  rather  chose  that  the  amount  of  his  salary  should  be 
referred  to  you :  to  this  he  agreed  ;  so,  among  other  things,  you  will 
determine  this  when  you  come  west.  This  establishment  is  only  to 
remain  in  force  for  three  years ;  after  which,  if  I  go  into  any  other  line 
of  life,  or  do  not  then  or  before  that  time  return  to  my  business,  my 
interest  in  the  copartnery  terminates;  at  present  there  is  ten  years  of  it 
to  run.  During  these  three  years  all  the  patients,  even  those  who  have 
hitherto  used  him  seldom,  will  be  so  habituated  to  him,  that  there  will  be 
little  danger  of  his  losing  any  worth  keeping. 

I  am  glad  you  approve  of  my  plan  concerning  my  eldest  boy.2  It  has 
given  much  satisfaction  to  Mrs.  Moore. 

When  I  came  to  London  I  found  the  Duke  so  little  advanced  in  his 
cure  that  I  did  not  think  it  safe  to  begin  the  journey.  The  notion 
that  prevails  in  Scotland  of  the  superiour  skill  of  the  London  surgeons 
is  very  ill  founded.  He  had  been  seven  weeks  under  their  hands,  and 
the  symptoms  were  the  same  as  at  the  beginning.  He  is  a  little  better 
now,  but  not  so  well  as  I  could  have  wished,  yet  we  think  of  setting  out 
next  week. 

1  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  your  paper  of  instructions,  and 
shall  be  much  disappointed  if  we  go  without  it.  I  beg  my  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all  your  family,  and  remain,  Dear  Baron, 

Your  faithfull  and  obliged  servant, 

John  Moore. 

2  Afterwards  General  Sir  John  Moore;  that  he  should  accompany  him,  namely,  on 
his  tour. 
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CCLXXIII. 
ROBERT  BARCLAY,  ESQ.'  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Glasgow,  April  18,  1772. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  controversy  with  J.  M.2  upon 
whist ;  here  it  is  entire,  with  its  prologue  and  epilogue. 

If  you  do  take  the  trouble  to  read  and  consider  this  idle  contest, 
calculations,  &c.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  sentiments  whether  I  have 
established  the  points  undertaken. 

If  that  proves  the  case,  or  if  you  find  a  little  amusement  from  them, 
or  even  at  our  expense,  from  the  idea  that  you  must  annex  to  the  two 
champions  as  men  of  business,  I  shall  not  think  the  labour  quite  lost. 

I  confess  I  have  a  wish  that  your  friend  the  historian3  saw  these 
papers ;  not  merely  that  he  may  detect  any  latent  heresy  (tho'  I  wish 
that,  and  he  ought  to  understand  that  walk,)  but  that  it  may  entitle  me 
some  day  or  other  to  a  party  or  two  with  him.  For  he  too  deals  deep  in 
the  history  of  Kings,  if  I  am  rightly  informed.  He  passes  this  way 
sometimes,  and  were  he  to  favor  me  with  a  summonds,  perhaps  I  could 
produce  a  friend  to  convince  him,  that,  for  all  his  high  vogue,  he  is  not 
quite  at  the  head  of  the  Literati  in  this  branch  of  history ;  tho'  that  is 
allowed  to  be  his  forte. 

1  The  writer  of  this  Letter  (without  signature,)  was  considered  the  best  whist  player 
in  Glasgow.  He  was  indebted  for  a  valuable  Revenue  office  in  that  city  to  the  friend- 
ship of  Mr.  Mure.  He  afterwards  purchased  of  his  patron  an  old  property  of  the  Cald- 
well family,  called  Capelrig,  which  he  settled  by  destination  upon  the  heirs  of  the  previous 
proprietor.  He  had  also  other  opportunities  of  showing  his  gratitude,  which  he  did  not 
allow  to  escape.     The  enclosure  lias  not  been  preserved. 

2  Dr.  John  Moore,  probably. 

3  David  Hume. 
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How  shall  I  apologize  for  this  egregious  idle  business,  but  by  avow-  1772. 
ing  honestly — It  is  the  poor  man's  hobby  horse. 

Health  and  prosperity  to  you  and  yours,  a  most  sincere  wish  of 
,  &c. 


CCLXXIV. 

LORD  MOUNTSTUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

July  23,  1772. 
My  dear  Baron, 

I  am  quite  asham'd  of  myself,  to  have  remain'd  so  many  months 
without  once  taking  notice  of  your  letters,  but  shall  make  you  no  excuse 
about  it,  as  I  am  certain  you  are  as  well  acquainted  with  my  good  will 
and  affection  towards  you  as  if  I  wrote  every  week  to  tell  you  so.  The 
first  letter  I  received  from  you,  since  I  parted  with  you  at  Newmarket 
in  the  year  71,  bears  date  the  18th  Feb.  72,  and  begins  with  an  accusation 
of  my  not  having  taken  any  notice  of  one  you  had  wrote  to  me  before 
Christmas,  which  I  never  received,  and  have  been  ever  since  very  uneasie 
about,  as  I  imagine  it  contained  a  detail  of  many  things  I  had  desired 
you  to  inform  me  of  at  your  return  to  Scotland,  and  which  were  not  of 
a  trifling  nature.  If  I  am  right  in  my  conjecture,  I  hope  you  will 
recollect  as  'svell  as  you  can  what  you  had  wrote  in  that  letter,  and  send 
it  me. 

An  event1  which  happened  the  beginning  of  this  year  appears  to  have 
been  attended  with  very  little  or  no  consequences.  My  father  seems  to 
have  entirely  got  over  it,  though  circumstances  occur  often  to  put  him 
in  mind  of  his  loss;  such  as  great  neglect  and  disregard  shewn  to  all 
servants,  or  tradespeople,  that  were  formerly  put  about  the  Royal  person 

1  What  this  event  was,  does  not  appear.  The  allusion  however  implies  some  marked 
interruption,  at  the  epoch  in  question,  of  the  private  friendship  previously  subsisting  between 
Lord  Bute  and  his  sovereign. 
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1772.  by  him,  perhaps  only  supported  there  by  an  interest  he  had  which  no 
longer  exists;  many,  many  trifling  things  also  that  daily  occur,  and  that 
one  forgets,  though  he  does  not.     To  a  feeling  mind  trifles  must  make 
a  deeper  impression  than  any  thing  of  magnitude.     There  may  be  excuses 
for  the  last,  but,  in  my  opinion,  a  man  cannot  shew  neglect  or  ingratitude 
to  such  purpose  as  in  some  trivial  matters,  especially  where  his  station  in 
life  is  so  greatly  superior  to  yours.      In  one  respect  my  father  may  be 
more   at  his  ease;  he  is  no  longer  abused  in  print,  nor  tormented  with 
people   desiring  his   interest;   that  indeed  has  left  him   to  a  miracle; 
ambiguous  expressions  of  secret  influence,  double  Cabinet,  &c.  &c.  no 
longer  amuse  the  House  of  Lords  and  Commons  in  the  mouths  of  Lord 
Chatham  and  Mr.  Burke;  and  Lord  Bute  is   entirely  free  to   amuse 
himself  with  planting  and  building  at  Luton,  without  being  accused  of 
governing  the  King  and  his  Ministry  in  London.     This  permission  he 
makes  use  of  in  the  same  state  of  health  as  when  you  saw  him;  sees 
very  few  people,  and  lives  very  much  in  the  country.     I  wish  to  God  he 
would  turn  his  mind  towards  Bute.     Nothing  would  make  me  so  happy 
as  to  accompany  him  there ;  but  I  fear  he  has  no  thought  of  that,  though 
he  talks  to  me  often  about  the  place.     Upon  the  whole,  I  think  my 
father's  situation  is  much  better  than  it  was  some  time  ago.    I  remember 
you  and  I  agreed  that  it  would  be  so,  (setting  aside  political  views,)  and 
I  believe  the  world  are  convinced  he  has  now  nothing  to  say.      The 
Ministry  knew  that  all  along,  however  many  of  them  said  the  contrary; 
and   nothing    has   proved   it    so   much   as   the   Opposition   not   being 
able  to  debate  a  single  question  in  the  last  Session.     Their  only  support 
was  the  cry  of  undue  influence.     The  event  we  talk  of  put  an  end  to 
that,  and  with  that  an  end  to  opposition.     They  dursten'd  any  longer 
make  a  handle  of  my  father's  name,  as  they  knew  it  Avas  too  weak  a 
basis  to  stand  upon.     I  cannot  say  Lord  North  has  made  any  use  of 
this  event,  I  mean  with  respect  to  my  father,  (as  he  might  imagine  his 
interest  weakened.)     Before  it  happen'd,  he  refused  us  every  thing;  since, 
he  has  preserved  the  same  steady  conduct.     Yet  I  obtained  my  Lieuten- 
ancy; but  in  the  most  ungracious  manner;  he  was  absolutely  fore'd  to 
do  it;  Lord  Rochford  made  a  point  of  it  out  of  personal  regard;  and 
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I  kissed  the  King's  hand  without  having  the  least  notification  of  my  1772 
appointment,  which  is  usually  given.  By  the  bye,  it  is  singular  enough, 
I  am  the  first  Scotchman  who  ever  held  such  an  office.  You  mention, 
my  dear  Baron,  Ferguson's2  wish  of  holding  his  professorship,  notwith- 
standing he  goes  out  to  the  East  Indies,  and  desire  me  to  speak  to 
Dundas.  I  only  mean  to  tell  you  that  I  did  speak  to  Tom,  who  promised 
to  use  his  endeavours  with  the  Provost  in  favour  of  Ferguson. 

With  regard  to  the  architect,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  settle  that  matter 
as  you  please.  He  torments  me  every  post  with  a  letter,  which  I  never 
read.  1  never  was  so  surprised  as  at  the  impudence  of  his  demand;  so  was 
Adam,  when  I  told  him.  He  said  he  had  but  thirty  pounds  for  the  plans  of 
Lord  Dumfries's,3  a  very  different  work  from  Mr.  Craig's  ;  he  advised  me 
to  give  him  forty,  which  I  see  no  reason  for.  However,  do  what  you 
please,  only  let  me  enter  for  nothing  except  to  pay  the  draught  you  will 
make  on  me  for  the  money. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Baron.  Let  me  hear  from  you  soon,  and  believe  me, 
most  affectionately, 

Yours, 

MotJNTSTUART. 


CCLXXIV.* 

DR.  JOHN  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Geneva,  Monday,  Aug.  3,  1772. 

If  you  have  not  read  D'Alembert's  Account  of  Geneva,  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia^— pray,  read  it — it  is  perfectly  just  in  every  particular. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  had  begun  a  letter  to  you  when  I  received  the  accounts  of  the 

2  Dr.  Adam  Fergusson,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh.    See  No  cclxxv.*  Note. 

3  Dumfries  House  in  Ayrshire,  now  the  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute.     One  of  Adam's 
early  works. 

vol.  n.  2  c 
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1772.  confusions  and  distresses  occasioned  by  the  bankruptcy.1  I  was  so  much 
affected  with  these  sad  scenes,  that  for  several  days  I  could  think  on  no 
other  subject.  Conscious  that  no  thing  can  be  more  improper,  nor  more 
disagreeable,  to  one  of  the  Duke's  age  and  prospects,  than  the  company 
of  a  melancholy  man,  I  have  struggled  to  get  the  better  of  this,  and  to 
banish  desponding  ideas  from  my  mind ;  I  have  appeared  gay,  with  a 
heart  wounded  by  the  misfortunes  of  my  friends ;  and  this  task,  difficult 
as  it  may  seem,  was  made  easier  by  the  behaviour  of  the  Duke,  who  is 
not  an  unfeeling  spectator  of  the  distresses  of  individuals  and  the  calamity 
of  his  country. 

Since  we  came  to  Geneva,  I  have  endeavoured  to  lead  the  Duke  into 
a  regular  method  of  study.  He  has  applyed  to  Geography  with  very 
considerable  attention.  One  Monsieur  Prevot,  a  very  ingenious  man, 
attends  every  morning  and  instructs  him  in  this  part  of  knowledge, 
giving  at  the  sametime  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  each  country,  some 
account  of  the  manners  of  the  people,  the  state  of  literature,  the  remark- 
able men  who  have  flourished  among  them,  and  the  general  idea  of  their 
government.  I  thought  this  exceeding  proper  at  all  events,  and  absolutely 
requisite,  to  enable  the  Duke  to  reap  any  benefit  from  a  course  of 
lectures  upon  history  and  government,  which  I  have  prevailed  on 
Professor  Mallet2  to  give  in  the  beginning  of  winter.  With  this  last 
gentleman  I  have  formed  a  very  intimate  connection.  We  were  recom- 
mended to  him  by  Lord  Mountstuart  and  Colonel  Edmonston ;  he  is  a 
man  of  learning  and  admirable  good  sense,  and  has  been  exceedingly 
obliging  and  attentive.  He  seldom  gives  lectures  now,  and  was  sollicited 
in  vain  by  the  Prince  Gallizkin,3  and  many  others ;  however,  he  has 
yielded  to  the  Duke's  request,  and  will  begin  his  course  in  October. 
Gallizkin,  a  son  of  Lord  Monson,  a  son  of  Lord  Sondes,  a  son  of  Sir 
Alexander  Don,  and  some  other  English  gentlemen,  will  attend  on  the 

1  The  failure  of  Douglas,  Heron,  &  Co.  commonly  called  the  Ayr  Bank ;  a  most  dis- 
astrous crisis  in  Scottish  commercial  history. 

2  See  Note  to  No.  clxvi. 

3  Misspelt  probably  for  Gallitzin. 
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same  occasion.    I  mention  these,  because  they  are  the  Duke's  companions.  177-'. 
Gallizkin  is  related  to  the  Ambassador  that  was  in  England  ;  he  is  the 
eldest  of  his  family,  has  been  three  years  in  Italy  :  he  has  the  briskness 
of  a  Frenchman,  with  the  application  and  perseverance  of  a  Russian. 

Amongst  other  studies,  that  of  the  French  Language  has  not  been  the 
easiest;  for  there  is  a  great  difference  between  hammering  it  out  so  as  to 
be  understood,  and  speaking  it  with  ease  and  such  a  degree  of  elegance 
as  would  become  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  The  Duke  has  been  translating 
Hume's  History  into  French;  when  it  is  finished  I  shall  send  it  to  your 
friend.  We  were  visiting  Voltaire,  a  privilege  granted  to  very  few.  He 
was  particularly  attentive  to  the  Duke,  and,  speaking  of  Mr.  Hume,  he 
said  to  me  in  English,  "you  mos  write  him  that  I  am  hees  great  admeerer; 
he  is  a  very  great  onor  to  Ingland,  and  abofe  all  to  Ecosse."  The 
Duke,  Mr.  Mallet,  and  I  am  to  sup  and  stay  all  night  sometime  this 
week  with  Voltaire;  his  vivacity  and  spirit  is  amazing;  he  is  writing  and 
publishing  everyday;  and  I  do  believe  he  is  not  without  hopes  that  the 
Christian  religion  will  die  before  him. 

I  delayed  writing  you  longer  than  I  intended,  and  now  I  have  wrote 
in  a  hurry;  I  designed  to  have  mentioned  many  other  particulars.  The 
worst  circumstance  in  this  place  is  the  English,  but  there  are  so  many 
advantages  to  counterbalance  that  we  must  put  up  with  them. 

I  do  not  write  to  the  Duchess  this  post;  if  you  please  to  inform  her 
you  have  received  this — and  for  the  same  reason  I  beg  Mrs.  or  Miss  Mure 
will  drop  a  line  to  my  Mrs.  Moore.  Pray  offer  my  best  compliments  to 
Johny  Baird.4  I  hope  things  are  not  so  very  bad  as  they  were  represented, 
tho'  the  dreadful  catastrophe  of dashing  his  brains  out  makes  me  fear 

the  worst.     I  am, 

My  dear  Baron, 

Your  faithfnll  friend  and  servant, 
J.  Moore. 


4  A  person  of  some  celebrity,  in  the  Scottish  circles  of  the  day,  for  wit,  and  other 
social  and  convivial  qualities. 
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CCLXXV. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Geneva,  October  5,  1772. 

1  have  been  so  much  accustomed  to  receive  bad  news  from  Scotland 
that  I  cannot  open  a  letter  from  that  country  without  considerable 
agitation.  Yours  of  the  11th  of  September,  my  dear  Baron,  gave  me 
however  real  pleasure,  as  it  assured  me  of  the  welfare  of  Mrs.  Mure  and 
your  family,  and  opened  a  more  favourable  prospect  of  our  friends' 
situation.  I  am  not  uninformed  of  your  conduct  upon  this  occasion  ;  it 
is  what  I  expected;  you  have  a  particular  kind  of  selfishness,  and  this  is 
not  the  first  time  that  you  have  seized  the  occasion  of  your  friends' 
misfortunes  to  raise  your  own  character. 

The  Duke  has  taken  a  very  complete  course  of  Geography,  with  the 
doctrine  of  the  sphere;  in  which  also  was  given  a  general  idea  of  the 
ancient  and  present  history  of  each  country,  and  the  nature  of  their 
government.  I  thought  this  a  pleasant  and  necessary  part  of  knowledge, 
and  the  most  likely  to  excite  his  curiosity.  Since  this  was  finished,  he 
has  been  applying  to  the  Elements  of  Geometry,  as  far  at  least  as  may 
be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  understand  a  course  of  Astronomy,  which 
he  has  already  begun.  I  do  not  know  any  study  more  proper  for 
opening  the  mind  than  the  first  principles  and  introductory  parts  of 
Astronomy.  A  gentleman  comes  every  morning  and  gives  lectures  upon 
these  subjects;  and  after  breakfast  the  Duke  and  I  spend  a  couple  of 
hours  of  the  forenoon  in  reading  alternately  from  history,  and  are  denied 
to  everybody  till  after  dinner.  Our  afternoons  are  generally  spent  in 
company  and  amusements;  and,  when  there  are  no  other,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  perceive  that  the  Duke  can  be  tolerably  amused  with  my 
company;  many  an  afternoon  we  pass  in  riding  or  walking  together,  and 
he  tells  me  that  these  are  not  the  least  agreeable.  I  must  add  that  the 
Duke  is  very  much  respected  in  this  place,  and  eveiybody  is  pleased 
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with  the  easy  and  confidential  footing  we  are  on.     His  modest  and  1772. 
unaffected  manners   make   him  very  agreeable,  especially  as  they  are 
joined  to  good  dispositions,  and  the  spirit  of  a  gentleman  and  principles 
of  a  man  of  honour. 

I  have  left  myself  little  room  to  speak  of  your  young  men;  but  I 
have  no  occasion  for  much.  I  did  consider  them  very  attentively  when 
I  saw  them  at  Paris.  Their  appearance  is  perfectly  genteel,  with  all  the 
ease  of  French  boys,  and  yet  retaining  some  of  the  reserve  of  the  English. 
I  remark'd  this  to  the  Duke,  and  he  agreed  with  me.  A  French  boy  of 
their  age  attacks  you  briskly,  and  harasses  you  with  compliments  and 
questions.  Your  lads,  after  the  first  address,  content  themselves  with 
answering  the  questions  put  to  them ;  which,  however,  they  do  in  an 
easie  and  undisturbed  manner.  They  both  gave  me  a  distinct  and 
sensible  account  of  every  thing  I  enquired  of  them.  Mr.  Jardin  spoke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  commendation  of  both.  I  believe  in  my  conscience 
they  could  not  be  in  better  hands  than  in  Jardin's.  I  think  him  an 
acute,  sensible,  worthy  man;  and  I  do  with  perfect  sincerity  believe, 
that  your  two  sons  wul  return  as  accomplished  as  you  ought  to  expect ; 
nay,  I  desire  you  to  expect  a  great  deal,  and  I  shall  engage  you  will  not 
be  disappointed. 

I  accept  with  pleasure  of  your  invitation.     I  shall  write  you  once  a 
month.      Nothing  can  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  hear  from  you 
when  you  have  leisure.     I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all 
vour  family,  and  I  remain, 
My  dear  Baron, 

With  the  most  sincere  esteem, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  Moore. 

P.S.  The  Duke  desires  his  compliments  may  be  sent,  and  expects  to 
hear  from  you. 
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CCLXXV.* 

MR.  W.  STRACHAN,  PUBLISHER,  TO  DAVID  HUME,  ESQ. 

London,  Oct.  20,  1772. 
Dear  Sir, 

No  wonder  you  expected  to  hear  from  me  e're  now.  As  the  proper 
time  for  the  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  your  history  was  at  some 
distance,  I  did  not  hurry  it  so  fast  on  as  I  otherwise  should  have  done ; 
however,  I  am  now  got  well  into  the  last  volume,  which,  when  finished, 
1  shall  send  you  the  last  four  volumes  to  complete  your  set.  We  purpose 
to  publish  it  soon  after  Christmas,  about  the  Queen's  birth  day,  when 
the  town  is  quite  full ;  the  best  period  in  the  whole  year.  By  that  time 
too  the  book  will  have  been  some  months  out  of  print,  which  will  be  an 
additional  advantage,  as  it  will  make  the  new  edition  sell  more  briskly. 

As  for  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Fergusson,1  I  cannot  say  anything  with 
certainty.  The  Directors  last  week  overruled  Sir  George  Colebrook, 
and  want  to  be  sent  supervisors  themselves ;  but  this  will  never  do.  And 
whether  the  measure  of  supervision  will  yet  take  place  in  any  shape  is  still 
a  question. 

The  Parliament  meet  next  month,  apparently  to  take  the  Company's 
affairs  into  consideration,  but  in  reality  for  want  of  money,  occasioned  by 
the  Company  disappointing  them  in  the  payment  of  the  last  year's 
subsidy  of  £200,000 ;  beside  a  large  sum  behind  hand  for  duties. 
Whether  they  will  take  the  Territorial  Revenues  into  the  hands  of  Go- 
vernment, and  reduce  the  Company  to  their  original  state,  a  Society  of 
Merchants,   as  some  talk,  or  in  what  other  way  they  will  proceed,  it  is 

1  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart,  and  Professor  Adam  Fergusson,  of  Edinburgh,  were  at  this 
time  candidates  for  office  under  the  new  settlement  of  the  Company's  affairs.  Horace 
Walpole  accuses  Lord  Mansfield  of  having  prevented  Mr.  Stuart's  appointment,  from  vin- 
dictive feelings,  originating  in  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman,  (See  Nos.  cclxxix.  seq.) 
subsequent  to  the  decision  of  the  Douglas  cause.     Mem.  of  Geo.  III.  vol.  m.  p.  307. 
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impossible  to  say ;  only  this  is  certain,  that  some  considerable  alteration  1772 
must  soon  take  place,  to  preserve  the  Company  from  total  ruin. 

When  I  can  write  you  any  thing  with  certainty,  you  shall  hear  from 
me  again.  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  from  every  quarter  that  you  are  well 
and  happy.  Sir  J.  Pringle2  gives  the  best  accounts  of  you.  I  find  you 
are  employed  in  his  service;  but  for  all  this  I  shall  expect  you  to  come 
to  him  before  he  goes  to  you.  Some  people  here  report  with  confidence 
that  you  are  continuing  your  history.  I  wish  I  had  it  from  better 
authority.  There  is  now  good  hopes  that  Wilkes  will  be  defeated  by 
this  scrutiny  ;  but,  however  that  be,  he  will  not  be  Mayor  this  year. 
I  am  ever,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  attachment, 

Dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
William  Strachan. 

David  Hume,  Esq. 


CCLXXVI. 

SIR.  GEORGE  COLEBROOKE1  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Monday. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter,  but  am  sorry  to  tell  you,  that, 
for  want  of  getting  able  and  proper  colleagues  to  go  out  to  India  with 
Andrew  Stewart,  his  and  the  Company's  business,  in  point  of  the  Com- 
mission, is  at  a  stand,  and  is  likely  to  remain  so,  till  the  Parliament  has 

2  Probably  Sir  John  Pringle,  Baronet,  President  of  the  Royal  Society. 

1  Sir  George  Colebrooke,  Baronet,  M.P.  afterwards  Chairman  of  the  East  India 
Company,  an  eminent  merchant,  who  sat  for  many  years  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  some  of  the  leading  statesmen  of  the  day.  He  purchased  ex- 
tensive estates  in  Lanarksliire,  (still  in  his  family,)  guided,  in  a  great  degree,  as  appears 
from  this  and  other  Letters,  by  the  advice  and  opinion  of  Mr.  Mure. 

He  established  the  great  Porcelain  Manufactory  of  Colebrooke  Dale,  in  Staffordshire. 
Sir  Edward  Colebrooke,  the  distinguished  Oriental  Scholar,  was  his  son. 
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1772.   taken  into  consideration  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  and  passed  some 
laws  for  the  better  regulation  of  that  part  of  the  world. 

All  the  world  say  laws  and  regulations  are  necessary ;  but  hardly  two 
people  agree,  (especially  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,)  what  these 
regulations  and  laws  should  be.  The  subject  is  so  new  and  extraordinary, 
you  must  not  wonder  it  should  puzzle  the  ablest  people,  much  more 
twenty-four  Directors. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  bargain  made  with  Sir  William 
Maxwell.  It  exceeded  my  expectations.  I  cannot  sufficiently  acknow- 
ledge the  readiness  and  attention  you  have  shewn  to  promote  my  new 
undertaking;  and  indeed,  without  your  and  Mr.  Stewart's  help  and 
encouragement,  I  should  have  thought  them  to  be  too  bold  and  hazardous. 
If  he  goes  abroad,  I  must  continue  to  rely  upon  your  friendship  singly, 
meaning  to  give  you  (if  I  can  avoid  it,)  no  unnecessary  trouble. 

Whilst  there  is  no  opposition,  there  is  no  politicks  stirring.  Our  friend 
Sir  James,2  whom  you  assisted  so  kindly,  has  had  very  little  to  do  but 
to  say  Aye.  Pray  pay  my  kind  respects  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and  believe  me 
to  be,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  sincere  and  faithful  humble  servant, 

G.  CoLEBROOKE. 


CCLXXVII. 

ROBEET  ADAM,  ARCHITECT,  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Dec.  1,  1772. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  my  brother  John  is  endeavouring  to  negotiate  a  loan  upon  his 
estate  in  Fife  and  Kinross-shire,  in  order  to  sett  our  affairs  at  ease,  it 
becomes  of  very  great  importance  to  have  a  valuation  made  of  it  by  people 

2  Sir  James  Cockburii.     See  No.  CCLXvm. 
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whose  names  are  known  here,  and  it  struck  us  all  that  nobody's  name  1772. 
could  give  greater  weight  to  this  valuation  than  your's. 

My  brother  has  wrote  by  the  same  post  to  Sir  Adam  Ferguson, 
begging  the  same  favour  of  him.  Might  I  therefore  entreat  it  as  a 
most  particular  favour,  that  you  would,  if  your  time  can  possibly  per. 
mitt  you,  make  a  jaunt  to  the  Blair  along  with  that  gentleman,  and 
give  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  that  estate.  Mr.  Burril l  was  there 
before,  and  made  a  very  accurate  examination  into  the  nature  of  the 
soil,  and  every  thing  else  he  thought  requisite. 

Mr.  Gray,  who  will  deliver  you  this  letter,  can  explain  to  you  the 
great  importance  of  this  measure  towards  the  compleat  establishment 
of  our  affairs ;  and  will  also  fix  the  time  of  going,  when  he  knows 
what  day  will  suit  you  best.  Mr.  Adam  and  my  nephew  are  just  now 
at  the  Blair,  and  will  give  you  hearty  welcome. 

I  must  entreat  you  will  forgive  this  freedom,  which  nothing  but 
the  particular  situation  of  our  affairs  could  have  prevailed  on  me  to 
take.     I  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Kobt  Adam. 


ccLXXvm. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Dee.  28,  1772. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  brother  and  I  return  you  a  thousand  thanks  for  the  readiness 
with  which  you  fulfilled  my  desire  of  visiting  the  Blair,  and  the  trouble 

1  An  eminent  professional  land  surveyor. 
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1773.  and  fatigue  you  underwent  in  going  minutely  over  and  examining 
every  thing.  Your  report,  both  as  to  the  rental  and  valuation,  is  per- 
fectly satisfactory  ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  to  be  able  to  make  out  the 
loan  we  desire,  which  will  make  our  affairs  perfectly  easie.  I  can  only 
further  say,  that  we  shall  all  retain  a  most  gratefull  sense  of  your  good- 
ness to  us  on  all  occasions,  and  on  this  in  particular.  And  I  am,  with 
the  most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

Robert  Adam. 

I  shall  write  you  soon  about  your  own  affairs. 
Mr.  Baron  Mure. 


CCLXXVIIL* 
THE  DUKE  OF  HAMILTON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Geneva,  January  21st,  1773. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  think  myself  much  obliged  to  you  by  your  friendly  letter,  and 
the  usefull  instructions  it  conveys.  My  own  conscious  heart  obliges 
me  to  make  a  particular  application  of  your  general  observations.  I 
plainly  perceive  that  some  spy  has  furnished  you  with  a  pretty  exact 
carte  du  pays ;  for  you  seem  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  naked- 
ness of  the  land.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  better  cultivated  before 
you  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  it  personally.  To  convince  you 
that  I  am  not  always  indolent,  I  assure  you  that,  although  I  began  my 
first  croisade  only  two  days  ago,  I  this  day  inarched  at  the  head  of  the 
Christians  from  Antioch  to  Jerusalem,  took  the  town  by  assault,  and 
never  rested  till  I  had  said  my  prayers  in  the  Holy  sepulchre.      After 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE.  [209] 

which  I  returned  to  my  own  chamber,  and  ballanced  a  column  of  air  1773. 
with  32  feet  of  water +  37  inches  of  quicksilver  all  on  the  same  basis! 
You  may  be  perfectly  easy  on  the  head  of  gaining.  Mr.  Mooro  has 
painted  the  absurdity  and  dreadfull  effects  of  that  vice  in  such  strong 
colours,  that  I  think  the  impression  will  never  leave  my  mind.  Neither 
has  he  allowed  my  poor  innocent  sauntering  companion  Indolence  to 
escape  unpunished.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  race  of  men  in  the 
world  who  have  such  a  hatred  at  indolence  as  the  Moors.  Ask  your 
friend  the  Philosopher  Hume,  if  this  was  not  the  sufficient  cause  that 
they  and  the  Spaniards  could  never  agree.  In  this  particular,  Dear 
Baron,  I  am  no  Spaniard.  I  shall  endeavour  to  profit  by  your  good 
advice,  and  shake  of  this  cursed  Paresse  without  delay ;  being  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  Horace's  beautiful  observation  : 

Vivendi  recte  qui  prorogat  Loram, 
Kusticus  expectat  dum  defluat  aranis,  at  ille 
Labitur  et  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  svum. 

Mr.  Moore  joins  me  in  sincere  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and 
all  your  family.  He  will  write  you  soon.  Meanwhile  I  am  with 
perfect  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  servant, 

Hamilton  and  Brandon. 


CCLXXIX. 
Copv  Letter:  — BARON  MURE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  HAMILTON. 

My  dear  Duke, 

I  do  not  like  to  pay  compliments,  to  those  especially  who  are 
exposed  to  receive  perhaps  too  many  of  them ;  yet  'tis  with  pleasure  I 
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1773.  assure  you  that  the  letter  your  Grace  lately  honoured  me  with  afforded 
me  the  highest  satisfaction.  I  admired  the  ease  and  spirit  of  the 
manner,  the  manliness  of  the  expression,  and  above  all  that  ingenuous 
candor  of  sentiment,  which  is  not  only  ready  to  acknowledge  defects, 
but  feels  an  obligation  to  the  hand  of  friendship  when  it  attempts  to 
remove  them.  I  must  tell  you,  in  the  fullness  of  my  heart,  that  I 
expect  much  good,  in  a  future  day,  from  the  talents  and  temper  which 
dictated  that  Epistle.  I  cannot  show  my  approbation  of  it  better  than 
by  taking  notice  of  every  part  of  it.  You  suppose  I  have  employed  a 
spy.  If  it  was  so,  it  would  seem  that,  like  many  others  of  his  profes- 
sion, lie  has  misled  me  ;  for  I  had  pointed  my  principal  batteries 
against  Indolence,  that  most  formidable  foe ;  and  by  my  latest  advices 
of  undoubted  authority  from  the  campaign  on  the  side  of  the  Lake,  he 
begins  to  give  way,  is  ready  to  abandon  the  attack,  and  will  soon 
leave  you  entire  master  of  the  ground.  You  mention  the  nakedness 
of  the  land  ;  I  beg  leave  to  set  you  right  there,  for  I  am  improver 
enough  to  know  that  it  is  only  barren  and  untractable  land  that  is 
naked  ;  whereas  all  the  rich  fertile  soils,  of  which  there  are  some  now 
situated  on  the  side  of  that  same  Lake,  are  either  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  producing  pleasant  flowers  and  valuable  fruits,  or  are  over- 
run with  briars,  and  thorns,  and  noxious  weeds.  The  important 
difference  depends  entirely  upon  the  industry  or  neglect  of  the  owner. 
I  am  glad  you  are  fond  of  History.  It  is  the  most  improving  study 
to  the  human  mind,  because  the  contemplation  of  the  human  mind  is 
its  object.  I  would  fain  hope  the  recital  of  great  actions  will  inspire 
you  with  the  desire  of  one  day  occupying  a  place  in  the  historic  page. 
Your  ancestors  are  there  already ;  —  Why  should  you  not  emulate 
their  distinction  ?  There  is  a  method  of  estimating  men  in  high  situa- 
tions which  has  often  occurred  to  me.  When  I  see  the  gaudy  splen- 
dour of  some,  —  the  bustle  and  self-importance  of  others,  —  I  have 
asked  myself :  will  they  ever  be  mentioned  in  History  ?  If  not,  they 
are  but  the  beings  of  a  day,  and  their  existence  in  this  world  ends 
with  their  breath. 
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The  story  of  the  Crusades  which  your  Grace  has  lately  been  1773. 
perusing  contains  a  most  humiliating  lesson  to  humanity.  Can  there 
be  a  more  mortifying  reflexion  than  that  the  greatest  combined  and 
longest  continued  effort  to  which  mankind  was  ever  roused,  had  no 
motive  but  superstition,  nor  employed  any  means  to  accomplish  its 
ridiculous  and  destructive  purpose,  that  were  not  contaminated  with 
folly  and  crime  ? 

I  am  happy  with  what  you  say  about  gaining.  I  know  your 
determination  will  stand  firm ;  and  shall  only  add,  that  the  man  who 
does  not  play  must  be  a  certain  gainer  not  only  of  money,  but 
of  what  is  of  higher  value,  of  consideration,  of  esteem,  of  peace  of 
mind,  of  independence.  So  you  look  upon  the  Moors  as  the  greatest 
enemies  to  indolence.  I  beg  you'll  include  the  Mures  also.  They  are 
all  of  the  same  clan  ;  and  as  you  have  declared  you  are  no  Spaniard, 
I  make  no  doubt  of  your  joining  with  your  whole  forces  in  the 
alliance  against  "  Paresse "  and  all  her  adherents.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be, 

My  dear  Duke, 

&c. 


CCLXXIX.* 
MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Saturday,  Jan.  23,  1773. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

There  has  been  too  long  an  interval  in  our  correspondence,  but 
when  you  are  informed  of  the  nature  of  my  occupations  here,  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  excuse  me.     My  time  and  my  thoughts,  for  many 
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1773.  weeks  or  months  past,  have  been  dedicated  to  a  subject  very  interesting 
to  me,  and  on  that  account,  were  there  no  other  reason,  I  know  from 
experience  that  it  will  be  very  interesting  to  you,  and  to  some  other 
particular  friends  in  Scotland.  Jn  short,  my  whole  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  completion  of  a  work  I  have  long  had  at  heart,  an  address 
to  Lord  Mansfield,  on  the  subject  of  the  Douglas  cause,  and  the  injurys 
sustained  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  guardians,  and  myself  in  parti- 
ticular,  at  the  decision  of  that  contest. 

This  address,  consisting  of  four  Letters,  was  compleatly  printed 
only  last  week.  So  soon  as  it  was  compleated,  I  sent  the  first  copy  to 
Lord  Mansfield  himself,  and  with  it  wrote  to  him  a  letter,  of  which 
you  have,  inclosed,  a  copy.  After  an  interval  of  some  days,  a  consider- 
able number  of  copy's  were  distributed  to  other  persons  of  the  first 
consideration,  and  to  particular  friends.  You  cannot  imagine  what  a 
noise  it  makes  here  at  present. 

The  reasons  of  the  publication  are  so  fully  stated  in  the  Letters 
themselves,  that  it  is  needless  to  say  any  thing  further  on  that  subject. 
With  regard  to  the  time  of  publication,  I  ought  to  make  an  apology  to 
you,  and  to  the  other  guardians  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  as  well  as 
to  the  circle  of  particular  friends,  for  having  taken  this  step  so  decidedly 
without  concert  or  advice ;  but  as  I  had  maturely  weighed  in  my  own 
mind  every  thing  that  could  be  said  against  this  measure,  and  so 
clearly  perceived  that  if  any  misfortune  should  arise  from  it  the  con- 
sequences could  only  be  personal  to  myself,  it  appeared  to  me  that  in 
this  situation  I  was  at  liberty  to  take  a  decisive  resolution  without  the 
advice  of  friends ;  and  as  I  had  found  from  experience  that  it  was 
requisite  to  my  own  happiness  thus  to  unload  my  mind,  and  on  that 
account  was  determined  on  the  measure  at  this  time,  I  thought  it 
better  to  acquaint  my  friends  of  it  after  it  was  done,  than  to  ask  their 
advice  upon  a  point  already  unalterably  fixed  in  my  own  breast.  .  . 
The  compliments  received,  and  the  intelligence  brought  me  from 
various  quarters  concerning  the  reception  of  this  publication,  have 
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been  such  as  would  give  you  sincere  pleasure,  tho'  they  are  too  strono- 
for  me  to  repeat.1 

While  at  the  Printer's  this  day,  I  met  accidentally  with  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie, Attorney  in  Exchequer,  (Author  of  the  Man  of  Feeling,)  who 
told  me  he  was  to  set  out  for  Scotland  to-morrow,  and  expected  to  get 
there  in  four  days.  I  immediately  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  to  con- 
vey to  you  a  compleat  copy  of  the  four  printed  letters,  which  he  has 
promised  to  me  to  deliver  to  you  the  instant  he  arrives. 

He  carry s  along  with  him  two  other  copy's  directed  for  Mrs.  Bin- 
ning2, whereof  one  is  for  our  friend  Mr.  Hume  I  have  wrote  so  to 
Mrs.  Binning,  and  desired  her  immediately  to  forward  it  to  him.  I 
need  not  desire  you  to  recommend  him  a  carefull  perusal  of  these 
Letters  ;  the  name  at  the  bottom  of  them  will  sufficiently  secure  that 
point ;  but  if  he  can  spare  so  much  time,  either  from  his  Whist  partys 
or  from  his  entertainments,  I  expect  that  he  will  send  me  his  criticisms 
and  observations.  Be  so  good  as  make  my  apology  to  him  for  not 
writing  along  with  the  copy  sent.  I  happen  to  be  a  good  deal  hurried 
yet  for  some  days,  but  he  may  depend  on  hearing  from  me  soon.  In 
the  meantime  he  may  consider  this  letter  as  equally  writ  to  him  as  to 
yourself.     Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Andrew  Stuart. 

1  Horace  Walpole,  seldom  a  very  partial  critic,  describes  it  as  "a  prodigy  of  abilities, 
reasoning,  and  severity,  yet  observing  a  sbow  of  tenderness  and  decorum  that  did  not 
abate  the  edge  of  the  satire."     Mem.  of  Geo.  III.  vol.  m.  p.  306. 

2  Mr.  Stuart's  sister. 


1773. 
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CCLXXX. 

ENCLOSURE   ABOVE   REFERRED   TO.  — Copt  Letter:   MR.  ANDREW  STUART 
TO   LORD  MANSFIELD. 

jy^3  Berkeley  Square,  January  12,  1773. 

My  Lord, 

The  printed  Letters  addrest  to  your  Lordship,  which  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  send  to  you,  are  not  the  result  of  any  sudden  thought 
or  precipitate  resolution.  They  would  have  been  presented  to  your 
Lordship  before  this  time,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  have  com- 
pleted them  sooner. 

The  motives  which  have  rendered  this  measure  unavoidable  on  my 
part  are  so  fully  stated  in  the  Letters  themselves,  that  it  would  be 
trespassing  on  your  time  to  repeat  them  here.  The  object  of  these 
few  lines  is  merely  to  express  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple which  has  ever  made  me  disapprove  of  anonymous  publications 
in  cases  of  this  nature,  has  determined  me  to  present  to  you  the  first 
complete  copy  of  these  Letters.  It  seems  to  me  highly  proper  that 
your  Lordship  should  be  possessed  of  the  facts  contained  in  them 
before  they  are  given  to  the  public,  which  will  be  in  a  few  days. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Andrew  Stuart. 
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CCLXXXI. 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  February  11,  1773. 
My  dear  Baron, 

You  desire  to  know  from  me  what  reception  the  printed  Letters  have 
met  with  here.  I  wish  the  question  was  answered  by  some  other  person ; 
for  it  is  not  easy  for  me  to  repeat  the  many  kind  and  obliging  things 
that  have  been  said  and  wrote  to  me  on  the  occasion. 

The  good  nature  of  the  world,  and  the  interest  they  take  in  the  pro- 
duction of  one  who  had  to  struggle  with  so  many  hardships,  have  exceeded 
my  expectations  greatly.  While  employed  in  this  work,  it  seemed  to  me 
very  uncertain  how  the  world  would  relish  it ;  but,  as  my  great  object 
was  the  ease  of  my  own  mind,  neither  the  uncertainty  of  approbation  nor 
any  other  consideration  could  prevent  me  doing  what  I  have  done.  This 
is  the  best  answer  I  can  give  to  such  of  my  worthy  friends  in  Scot- 
land as  I  hear  are  alarmed  about  the  imprudence  of  the  measure,  on 
account  of  the  disadvantage  or  personal  consequences,  to  my  prejudice, 
with  which  it  may  be  attended.  As  their  anxiety  proceeds  from  the 
kindest  and  most  friendly  motives,  it  is  my  duty  to  diminish  that  anxiety, 
by  assuring  them  that  the  approbation  of  the  measure,  and  of  the  manner 
of  carrying  it  into  execution,  so  much  outweighs  the  efforts  of  all  my 
enemies,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  several  judicious  persons,  that,  supposing 
it  practicable  to  prosecute  or  persecute  me,  all  their  attempts  would  be 
baffled  and  turned  only  against  themselves.  Hitherto  no  attempts  have 
been  made  to  attack  me  either  in  the  House  of  Lords  or  in  the  Courts  of 
Law ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  will  be  made,  notwithstanding  the  ru- 
mours of  such  intentions.  I  make  no  doubt  that  you  will  see  me  attacked 
and  defended  in  newspapers  or  pamphlets  for  weeks  or  months  to 
come ;  but  that  sort  of  game  is  now  become  so  despicable  in  this 
country,  that  you  may  believe  it  will  neither  make  any  impression 
on   me   nor    on    those    whose    opinions    I    value ;     and  you    know    me 
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1773.  too  well  to  suppose  that  I  shall  ever  enter  into  a  contest  of  that  nature. 
A  few  weeks  ago,  when  there  was  some  notion  of  publishing  the 
Letters  with  the  name  of  a  bookseller  in  the  title  page,  there  were  no 
less  than  four  booksellers  who  declined  it,  either  from  timidity  or  from 
an  apprehension  that  some  of  them  had  of  suffering  in  causes  in  which 
they  were  concerned;  but  a  few  days  ago  I  was  most  earnestly  solicited 
by  one  of  them  to  let  his  name  be  in  the  title  page,  and  to  let  him  have 
the  publication  of  them ;  he  gave  me,  as  a  reason  for  it,  that  every  hour 
of  the  day  he  had  messages  at  his  shop  for  these  letters.  Hitherto  I 
have  not  allowed  the  letters  to  be  advertised  in  any  newspaper.  I  think 
it  is  more  decent  to  let  them  circulate  in  the  public  without  any 
such  intimation;  and  what  determines  me  the  more  to  this  is,  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  remote  from  my  intention  than  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  those  who  wish  to  attack  Lord  Mansfield  on  factious  grounds. 
I  wish  the  discussion  to  be  confined  to  the  subject  treated  of  in  the  Letters, 
without  affording  materials  to  such  as  are  disposed  to  run  him  down  from 
political  resentments. 

Best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all  your  family.     I  beg  to  be  remem- 
bered to  the  circle  of  friends  with  you,  particularly  my  friends  of  the 
Poker;1  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere  affection, 
Yours  most  faithfully, 

Andrew  Stuart. 


CCLXXXII. 

MR.  MACDOWAL  OF  GARTHLAND1*  TO  BARON  MIRE. 

London,  February  16,  1773. 
My  dear  Willie, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  this  morning,  at  half-past 
one  of  the  clock,  having  come  from  the  House  then,  and  having  finished 
the  affair  of  St.  Vincent's  after  two  divisions ;  the  first  106  to  88 — the 

1   The  Poker  Club.     See  Note  to  cccvi. 
'*  M.P.  for  Renfrewshire. 
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second  199  to  78.  We  had  very  long  debates.  I  never  heard  Lord  George  1773. 
Germain2  speak  so  well,  and  with  such  fluency  of  language.  Colonel 
Barre  spoke  twice,  much  cooler  than  his  usuall ;  and  told  us  two  or  three 
stories  which  contained  most  bitter  and  severe  reflections  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Ministry.  The  whole  burthen  lay  upon  Lord  North's  shoulders, 
who  acquitted  himself  and  his  brethren  from  the  accusations  thrown 
against  them  in  a  very  able  and  masterly  manner.  Barrington  got  up 
and  spoke  for  half-an-hour  after  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  gave  us  as 
he  called  it  his  narrative,  which  I  could  readily  have  excused  him,  as 
nothing  could  be  more  dull  and  insipid.  This  was  the  third  late  day  we 
had  had.  The  Ministry  are  now  acquitt — and  I  hope  the  troops  will 
get  the  better  of  the  Carribees;  and  -either  make  them  good  friends  or  ex- 
pell  them  from  the  island;  or  those  that  have  property  there  must  lose  it. 

The  two  questions  put  were  very  long;  so  that  I  can't  recollect  the 
words.  But  the  purport  of  the  first  was :  "That  the  Ministry  had  un- 
dertaken the  expedition  against  the  Carribees,  without  any  provocation, 
and  at  the  instigation  of  self-interested  persons,  and  were  highly 
culpable. " 

The  second  was :  "  That  the  troops  were  sent  to  be  slaughtered  and 
killed  by  the  clymate,  at  the  most  sickly  season,  and  most  improper 
time. " 

Mr.  Townsend  then  made  a  third:  "That  an  address  be  made  to 
His  Majesty,  that  he  would  acquaint  the  House,  who  were  the  advisers 
of  this  expedition  against  the  Carribees."  Which  being  too  ridiculous 
after  the  two  former,  was  yet  put,  but  no  division  upon  it. 

There  is  nothing  new  or  interesting  here.     We  soon  expect  the  East 
India  affairs  before  us,  which  will  cost  us  some  late  days.     Government 
I  hear  are  determined  to  assist  them  by  a  considerable  loan.     I  offer 
Mrs.  Mure  and  family  my  best  wishes,  &c. 
I  am,  dear  Willy, 

Your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Will.  Macdowall. 

2  Ci  devaut  Lord  Georee  Sackville.     See  Note  to  No.  lxxsvi. 
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CCLXXXIII. 

MR.  JOHN  CRAWFORD,  M.P.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Grafton  Street,  Feb.  17,  1773. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  had  the  other  day  a  conversation  with  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,1  who 
told  me  that  he  hoped  I  would  not  neglect  the  county  of  Renfrewshire, 
upon  account  of  his  engagement  to  bring  me  into  Parliament,  in  the 
event  of  my  not  succeeding  there.  I  remember  that  I  writ  to  you  last 
summer  before  my  going  to  Spa,  to  know  if  you  thought  it  proper  for 
me  to  write  a  circular  Letter  to  the  Freeholders,  offering  myself  a  Candi- 
date, and  excusing  myself  for  not  coming  among  them  that  summer,  upon 
account  of  my  being  obliged  to  go  abroad  for  my  health.  You  gave  me 
no  answer  to  that  Letter,  nor  to  one  or  two  others  that  I  troubled  you 
with  on  this  subject.  Pray  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  hear  from  you,  and 
tell  me  what  is  proper  for  me  to  do  at  present,  and  what  you  think  of 
my  chance  of  succeeding.  I  never  converse  with  Mr.  Macdowall2  upon 
this  subject,  because  I  dislike  his  conversation,  and  because  I  see  that  1 
cannot  depend  upon  anything  he  tells  me.  How  do  you  and  Mrs.  Mure 
do  ?  How  does  David  Hume  and  Doctor  Robertson  do  ?  I  hope  the 
latter  has  had  no  return  of  his  deafness  this  winter.  Mr.  Stuart  and  I 
went  some  time  ago  to  see  your  old  friend  at  Bath.3  He  is  much  as  you 
saw  him  in  Scotland,  but  with  the  additional  misfortune  of  being  almost 
constantly  deaf.  Add  to  this,  that  his  temper  or  his  mind  are  quite  gone. 
He  is  grown  anxious  and  attentive  to  money  matters  beyond  what  I  ever 

1  Great  grandfather  of  the  present  Earl  of  Zetland. 

2  Of  Garthland  and  Cast'esemple.  It  may  perhaps  be  scarce  necessary  to  remark, 
that  these  and  other  similar  reflections  by  Mr.  Crawford,  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Mac- 
dowal,  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  integrity  and  honour,  are  altogether  groundless.  They 
may  be  considered  as  mere  ebullitions  of  personal  spleen  and  jealousy,  on  the  part  of  a 
rival  not  particularly  distinguished  for  Christian  charity  or  forbearance  of  temper. 

3  Apparently  his  own  father.     P.  Crawford,  Esq.  of  Auchenaimes. 
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saw  an  example  of  in  anybody.  I  have  been  wearied  by  bis  persecutions  1773. 
into  an  entail  of  my  estate  along  with  his,  which  I  know  I  shall  repent 
all  the  rest  of  my  life.  We  shall  both  be  in  Scotland  tins  summer,  and 
then  if,  upon  a  fair  explanation  of  all  that  has  passed  between  us,  you 
shall  not  think  me  unreasonable  in  wishing  to  undo  what  has  been  done, 
I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  to  pass  some  tedious  hours  in  endeavouring  to 
bring  this  about.  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you.  There  is  no  opposition, 
and  consequently  no  debates  in  Parliament.  I  suppose  there  will  be 
some,  before  the  Session  ends,  with  regard  to  India  matters.  Whether 
Administration  has  any  settled  plan  with  regard  to  this  great  object,  I 
cannot  tell,  but  I  believe  not.  Lord  North  is  a  very  good  member  of 
Parliament,  (being  a  man  of  great  readiness  and  wit,)  but  I  believe  he  is 
not  a  great  Minister,  and  that  he  has  neither  the  extent  of  mind  neces- 
sary to  form  large  views,  nor  the  boldness  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
Is  he  reaUy  and  truly  Minister  ?  Why  was  he  beat  the  other  day  by  a 
majority  of  near  100  on  the  question  of  the  Petition  from  the  Navy  ? 
Why  did  General  Harvey,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  &c.  &c.  vote  and  speak 
against  him  ?  I  neither  know  nor  care,  but  you,  who  are  a  greater  poli- 
tician than  I  am,  and  better  acquainted  with  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  may  form 
your  own  conclusions. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 
John  Crawford. 


CCLXXXIIL* 

DR.  JOHN  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Geneva,  March  2,  1773. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  enclosed  the  Duke's  answer  to  yours,  in  a  letter  I  wrote  the 
Dutchess  about  a  month  since.     I  thought  it  would  give  her  Grace  plea- 
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1773.  sure.  I  hope  you  have  received  it.  He  has  attended  with  assiduity  an 
excellent  course  of  Lectures  on  History,  hy  Professor  Mallet.  Of  these 
last  1  have  constantly  taken  notes,  in  so  full  a  manner,  that  I  am  ahle  to 
recapitulate  to  the  Duke  the  chief  events  and  observations  on  each 
Lecture,  which  I  always  do  oftener  than  once,  before  we  hear  another. 
And  I  am  certain,  that  by  the  means  of  these  notes  I  shall  have  it  in  my 
power  to  go  over  the  whole  course  at  any  time,  when  the  Duke  and  I 
shall  have  most  leisure.  Lectures  on  History  are  only  outlines,  -which 
must  be  filled  up  afterwards  by  reading.  But  I  find  them  accompanyed 
with  this  great  advantage,  that  they  arrange  the  matter  and  periods  in 
the  mind,  and  form  a  kind  of  system,  which  is  much  easier  retained  by 
the  memory  than  the  same  facts  studyed  in  a  desultory  manner,  by 
accidental  and  unmethodical  reading. 

I  am  now  convinced  that  Geneva  is  one  of  the  best  places  the  Duke 
could  have  come  to.  The  men  in  general  are  well  instructed,  and  of  a 
liberal  way  of  thinking ;  their  conversation  often  turned  to  subjects  of 
literature.  Those  in  easy  circumstances  have  almost  all  of  them  tra- 
velled ;  are  well  acquainted  with  the  manners  and  government  of  the 
different  countries  of  Europe ;  are  free  from  narrow  prejudices ;  and, 
while  they  show  all  proper  attention  to  the  Duke's  rank,  their  republican 
principles  prevent  them  from  paying  that  abject  deference  which  is 
generally  paid  to  station  and  a  title  in  France.  It  is  difficult  for  strangers 
to  get  into  the  society's  of  the  ladies.  The  Duke's  quality  and  natural 
politeness  have  removed  obstacles  which  other  Englishmen  find.  We 
are  members  of  the  genteelest  society  here,  in  which  there  are  some 
mighty  agreable  and  accomplished  women.  I  had  formed  a  false  notion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Republic,  before  I  came  here.  You  must  not 
connect  any  idea  of  stiffness  or  formality  with  their  manners.  The  ease 
of  the  French  may  be  observed  in  their  manners,  while  they  cherish  the 
independent  sentiment  of  Britons  in  their  hearts.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  some  of  our  own  countrymen  are  by  much  the  most  insignificant 
company  the  Duke  sees.  However,  he  does  not  esteem  them.  He 
knows  their  character,  and  when  he  is  with  them  it  is  merely  because  he 
feels  himself  more  at  his  ease. 
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our  pupil ;  I  did  not  see  Dr.  Moore's  letter  to  you,  lately  forwarded,  1773. 
but  am  told  by  the  Duchess,  who  read  it,  "  that  it  was  well  worth 
reading."  I  wrote  a  pretty  full  letter  lately  to  the  Duke,  and  have 
sent  him  three  copies  of  the  Letters  lately  published  ;  one  for  himself, 
one  for  Lord  Stanhope,  and  one  for  John  Moore  ;  notwithstanding 
the  hazard  you  have  foreseen  of  this  interesting  subject  turning  his 
head.  I  must  now  conclude,  but  mean  to  write  to  you  again  very 
soon.     Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  always, 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

And™-  Stuart. 


CCLXXXIV.* 

THE  DUKE  OF  HAMILTON  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Chatelaine,1  June  18,  1773. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  received  your  letter,  and  am  happy  to  find  that  such  an  ex- 
perienced improver  as  you  are,  does  not  despair  of  that  bit  of  barren 
ground  I  formerly  mentioned.  I  have  now  retired  to  the  country 
with  a  view  to  cultivate  it  more  at  leisure.  But  a  metaphor  must 
not  be  run  quite  to  the  stumps ;  I  will  therefore  tell  you,  without  a 
figure,  how  I  pass  my  time. 

I  rise  every  morning  at  five. — Do  not  imagine  I  am  relapsing  into 
the  poetical  style ;  for,  upon  my  honour,  it  is  literally  true ;  and  this 
very  morning  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  pulling  the  bed-clothes  off  Mr. 
Moore,  and  obliging  him  to  get  up ;  a  compliment  he  has  often  paid 
me ;  and  you  cannot  imagine  with  what  pleasure  I  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to  shew  my  gratitude. 

1  Campagne,  or  villa  residence,  in  the  environs  of  Geneva. 
vol.  11.  2  e  2 
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1773.  Immediately  after  we  get  up  we  bathe  in  the  Rhone.  After  this, 
four  days  in  the  week,  we  drive  to  Geneva;  and  I  have  from  seven  to 
eight,  une  lecon  de  physique  experimentale.  From  eight  till  nine  I 
am  with  Mr.  Roinilly,  a  man  of  great  learning  and  genius,  whom 
Mr.  Moore  has  engaged  to  read  L'Esprit  des  loix  with  me,  upon  which 
he  makes  an  extempore  commentary.  We  return  to  breakfast,  and  I 
generally  read  a  couple  of  hours  before  dinner.  Those  mornings  on 
which  I  do  not  go  to  Geneva,  I  pass  two  hours  before  breakfast,  and 
as  much  after,  with  Mr.  Moore ;  he  recapitulates  what  Romilly  has 
said,  or  we  read  alternately  together.  I  have  also  a  musick  master  and 
Maitre  d' Amies,  but  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  manage  during  the 
summer.  The  afternoon  we  drive  about  and  pay  visits,  walk,  and 
play  at  bowls.  Moore  and  I  are  hardly  ever  separate.  I  believe  the 
pains  he  bestows  on  me  in  the  forenoon  are  partly  for  the  selfish 
reason  of  forming  to  himself  a  more  amusing  companion  for  the  even- 
ing. 

In  short,  Baron,  I  find  myself  happier  than  ever  I  was  in  my  life. 
While  my  hours  fly  more  agreeably,  I  have  the  additional  satisfac- 
tion to  think  that  they  do  not  pass  entirely  without  improvement.  I 
begin  to  be  convinced  of  your  doctrine :  that  "  the  most  unpleasing  of 
all  lives  is  that  of  a  man  of  pleasure." 

If  Andrew  Stuart's  letters  have  given  as  much  pain  to  M d  as 

they  seem  to  have  bestowed  satisfaction  on  you  and  others  of  my 
friends,  even  John  Ross,1  Colonel  Stuart,  and  I,  may  begin  to  pity 
him.  I  offer  my  sincere  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all  your 
family;  and  I  am,  dear  Baron, 

Your  sincere  and  affectionate  friend, 

Hamilton  and  Brandon. 

1  John  Ross  Mackye,  Esq.  (see  p.  220),  brother-in-law  of  the  Earl  of  Glasgow ; 
married  to  the  Honourable  Jane  Ross,  eldest  daughter  of  George,  thirteenth  Lord  Ross 
of  Hawkhead. 
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CCLXXXV. 

DUCHESS  OP  ARGYLL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Inverary,  July  5,  1773. 
Sir, 

I  have  wrote  till  my  fingers  ache,  and  if  it  should  be  to  no  pur- 
pose, I  shall  be  very  angry  ;  but  I  cannot  see  things  in  the  black  way 
you  have  put  them.  It  is  impossible  Shawfield  can  be  one  of  the 
number  you  mention,  because  he  can  then  never  hope  to  be  upon  good 
terms  with  my  son,  and  they  are  too  near  neighbours  not  even  to 
be  on  the  foot  of  visiting,  which  must  be  the  case  if  he  joins  Mr. 
M'Queen.1  I  should  like  to  see  Shawfield,  and  hear  what  he  says 
upon  this  subject.  I  wish  you  would  come  here  as  soon  as  you  can, 
for  T  want  to  talk  it  over  with  you.  I  hope  Mrs.  Mure  and  the  young 
ladies  will  be  of  the  party ;  I  beg  my  compliments  to  them,  and  am, 
with  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

E.  Argyle. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  and  Lady  Betty  desire  compliments  to  you 
and  yours. 

1  In  opposing  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart,  as  Candidate  for  Lanarkshire,  at  the  ensuing 
General  Election. 
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CCLXXXVI. 

DUCHESS  OF  ARGYLE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Inverary,  Aug.  1,  1773. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Moore x  will  find  it  more  easy  to  satisfy  me  than  Lady 
Charlotte  Edwin  ; 2  she  was  really  angry ;  I  do  think  it  was  wrong 
and  unnecessary ;  however,  I  should  not  say  much  about  it  now,  as 
he  intends  for  the  future  to  decline  performing ;  he  has  great  merit 
and  is  very  agreable ;  so  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  being  liked  for  him- 
self when  he  is  known.  At  Geneva  they  make  no  distinctions,  but  in 
many  places  abroad,  if  he  was  known  to  be  a  doctor  he  could  not  be 
received  in  the  best  company ;  and  his  having  publish'd  it  makes  it 
almost  impossible  for  him  to  go  with  the  Duke  to  other  places ;  for  he 
would  not  like,  nor  should  I,  that  the  person  who  travelled  with  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  was  not  upon  a  footing  to  go  into  all  companys. 
I  would  not  have  you  tell  him  this  now ;  it  would  hurt  him,  and  can 
do  no  good.  I  am  very  sorry  for  James  Hamilton's  death ;  I  think 
it  right  to  let  his  son  keep  the  keys,  but  he  should  not  be  on  the 
same  footing  that  his  father  was,  nor  should  any  body  be  put  into 
that  place  with  an  idea  of  keeping  it,  for  when  my  son  comes  to 
live  at  Hamilton,  he  will  not  have  both  a  keeper,  as  they 
call  it,  and  a  house  keeper ;  and  the  last  will  be  absolutely  neces- 

1  Dr.  Moore  had  inconsiderately  been  concerned  in  some  surgical  operation  at 
Geneva,  inconsistent  with  his  character  of  Travelling  Governor  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. 
Extract  from  Letter,  without  date,  of  Andrew  Stuart  to  Baron  Mure : 

"  I  am  glad  you  have  given  John  Moore  a  touch  in  your  last  upon  the  accouche- 
"  ment  business ;  for  it  has  come  round  to  me  from  other  quarters  that  it  had  been 
"  remarked  as  an  oddity ;  and  one  which  might  expose  both  him  and  his  pupil  to  a 
"  certain  degree  of  ridicule  in  foreign  parts." 

2  Sister  of  James,  fifth  Duke  of  Hamilton ;  married  to  Charles  Edwin,  Esq.,  M.P. 
for  Glamorganshire. 
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Dear  Baron, — I  hear  that  Mr.  Stuart's  Letters  to  Lord  Mansfield  are  1773. 
published.     You  cannot  conceive  my  impatience  to  see  them,  and  my 
anxiety  about  their  reception.     I  hope  Mr.  Stuart  has  vindicated  his  own 
character  and  his  cause  to  the  conviction  of  even  the  indifferent  public. 

I  hope  he  has  stigmatised  the  iniquitous  judge I  hope  he 

has  branded  him  to   the  quick   with  the  red  hot  pen  of  indignation, 
directed  by  the  hand  of  genius  ! 

The  Duke  of  Hamilton  joins  me  in  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Mure  and  all  your  family,  and  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  unalterable  regard, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Moore. 


CCLXXXIV. 

MR.  ANDREW"  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Berkley  Square,  March  23,  1773. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  indebted  to  you  for  two  very  valuable  epistles  received  from 
you  within  these  three  weeks.  They  relate  partly  to  the  Duke  of  Ham- 
ilton's affairs,  but  chiefly  to  my  own  concerns.  Of  all  the  various  letters 
received  since  a  certain  publication,  none  has  given  me  so  much  satisfac- 
tion as  yours  from  Edinburgh,  wrote  soon  after  the  meeting  of  select 
friends  at  your  house ;  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  head  and  heart  of 
the  person  from  whom  the  letter  comes,  will  easily  account  for  my  putting 
so  high  a  value  upon  its  contents,  especially  as  I  can  so  compleatly  rely 
on  its  containing  your  genuine  sentiments ;  for,  during  the  intercourses 
of  a  long  friendship,  it  has  been  a  rule  invariably  observed  on  both  sides 
to  give  to  each  other  an  exact  transcript  of  what  he  thought  or  felt  on 
every  interesting  subject  that  occurred.  Those  only  who  have  lived 
together  in  the  stile  that  we  have  done,  can  have  any  just  notion  how 
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1773.  much  the  value  of  every  prosperous  event  is  increased  by  the  communi- 
cation of  it  with  sincere  friends. 

I  must  now  dismiss  this  subject,  least  you  should  think  me  too  full 
of  it,  which  in  reality  is  not  the  case ;  tho'  it  would  be  affectation  in  me 
to  deny  that  I  am  very  happy  at  what  has  passed,  and  enjoy  a  satisfac- 
tion and  tranquillity  which  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  me  to  have 
attained,  if  1  had  left  undone  what  I  have  done. 

One  of  your  letters  contains  this  question  to  me :  "  Pray,  when  are 
you  to  be  in  Scotland?"  In  answer,  I  beg  leave  to  put  to  you  this 
question :  "  Pray,  when  are  you  to  be  in  England  ? "  Many  of  our 
friends  are  very  desirous  of  seeing  you  here  this  season,  and  some  of 
them  alledge  upon  you  cither  a  compleat  or  incompleat  promise  to 
this  effect.  Lord  Mountstuart  in  particular,  Avho  was  with  me 
some  time  yesterday,  says  that,  in  a  letter  received  from  you  some 
months  agoe,  you  gave  him  reason  to  hope  he  was  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  about  this  time.  He  seems  very  desirous  of  a  visit  from 
you  here,  and  said  he  was  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject  himself. 
Your  uncle,  Mr.  Hutchinson  Mure,  whom  I  dined  with  lately  in 
Buckingham  Street,  is  also  very  much  in  earnest  in  wishing  you  here, 
were  your  stay  ever  so  short.  How  long  I  may  stay  here,  or  what  my 
destination  may  be  on  leaving  this,  is  at  present  very  difficult  for  me  to 
say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  The  Parliament  it  is  imagined  will 
sit  till  June  or  July ;  such  is  the  extent  of  India  matters  yet  to  come 
before  them,  and  which  will  require  some  arrangement  before  the  break- 
ing up  of  Parliament.  While  these  affairs  are  in  dependance,  there  is  a 
call  on  me  on  account  of  my  friends,  if  not  on  my  own  account,  to  attend 
to  what  is  passing  here,  and  not  to  be  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the 
scene  of  business. 

I  read  with  satisfaction  your  long  letter  to  Jack  Craufurd  about  his 
affairs.  Mr.  Ross  Mackye  has  also  perused  it ;  Craufurd  is  sensible  of 
the  salutary  advice  you  have  given  him,  and  we  are  to  dine  on  Sunday 
first  at  Mr.  Ross  Mackye's,  on  Renfrewshire  matters,  the  company  con- 
sisting of  those  above  named,  and  Castlesemple,  and  Colonel  Masterton. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  the  good  accounts  you  have  had  from  Geneva  about 
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sary.  I  have  got  the  list  of  the  Voters.  It  does  not  make  me  much  1773. 
wiser ;  but  when  you  come  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  guess  how  they 
will  go.  There  is  a  Mr.  Cameron  who  got  an  estate  sometime  ago  by 
his  sister,  Miss  J.  Cameron,  in  Clydesdale;  he  told  me  it  gave  him  a  vote, 
and  that  it  was  at  my  commands  ;  but  I  don't  see  his  name  in  the  list ; 
perhaps  he  does  not  chuse  to  qualify ;  I  wish  you  would  enquire  about 
it.  I  am  sorry  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  is  not  come;  I  make  no  doubt  of 
your  exerting  yourself,  and  have  great  dependance  upon  you  in  this 
business.  What  shall  I  say  to  Shawfield  if  he  comes  this  way  ?  probably 
you  may  be  here  at  the  same  time;  I  think  the  boroughs  might  be 
offered  to  him.  He  was  once  too  high  and  mighty  to  accept  of  such  an 
offer,  and  he  may  be  so  yet,  but  if  they  could  keep  him  out  of  the  county, 
I  think  it  would  be  worth  while.  I  believe  I  have  tired  you :  I  am  sure 
it  is  time  to  have  done. 


I  am,  Sir, 


Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient, 

E.  Argyll. 


CCLXXXVII. 


■A  STATE  OF  THE  REVENUE  OF  SCOTLAND,  FROM  LAME  AUTHORITIES  — TO 
BE  CORRECTED."— BY  SIR  JAMES  STUART  OF  COLTNESS. 

Coltuess,  December  10,  1773. 

The  revenue  may  be  reduced  to  the  following  articles  :  1st,  The 
Land  Lax.  2d,  The  Excise  and  Malt.  3d,  Customs.  4th,  Stamp 
Duties.  5th,  Window  Lights.  6th,  Salt.  7th,  Fines  and  Forfeitures 
under  the  Customs.     8th,  Wheels.     9th,  Plate. 

N.B.  The  Post  Office  is  here  omitted. 

These  taxes  are  levyed  by  particular  boards  and  officers,  who  account 
with  the  Exchequer,  and  who  take  credit  for  all  payments  made  out  of 
their  respective  receipts  for  the  use  of  government,  as  well  as  for  the 
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1773.  expense  of  management,  and  those  payments  are  what  make  the  net 
produce  appear  so  very  little.  I  shall  go  through  the  several  branches  in 
their  order.  What  I  have  learned  concerning  the  Customs  and  Excise, 
I  have  had  through  the  clerks  of  these  offices.  The  amount  of  the  Land 
Tax  is  well  ascertained,  being  £12,000  sterling  a  year  for  eveiy  shilling 
in  the  pound  imposed  by  Parliament,  free  of  all  deductions.  The 
amount  of  the  other  branches  I  have  collected  from  the  best  authority 
I  could  get. 

1st.  Land  Tax. 

For  three  shillings  in  the  pound,  the  rate  for  1773, £36,000. 

Besides  the  King's  Tax,  there  is  levyed  on  the  land  several 
other  rates:  namely,  for  the  Collector's  salary  and  ex- 
pense of  levying;  for  high  roads,  and  rogue  money;  to 
which  no  precise  sum  can  be  ascertained. 

2d.  Excise  and  Malt. 

By  an  information  I  have  from  the  Excise  Office  concerning  the 
amount  of  this  branch  for  fourteen  years,  from  1752  to  1765  inclusive, 
the  gross  produce  for  said  years,  is  £1,565,970  :  4  :  6fd.  which  for  one 
year,  is  about  £111,854  :  18s. 

PER  ASS. 

The  total  legal  allowances  for  saids  years,     £55,577  15     6£        £3,969  16     0 
Charges  of  Management,  -         -         418,562  19     8f         29,397     6     0 

Net  Produce,      -        -        -        -  1,091,829     9    3£        77,987  16    0 


Gross  Produce  as  above,         -      1,565,970     4     6J       111,854  18     0 

Net  produce  for  one  year,  on  the  average,  is  about  £77,987  :  16s. 

N.  B. — As  the  Wheel  and  Plate  Taxes  are  levied  by  the  officers  of 
Excise,  I  must  enquire  if  they  are  included  in  the  above  state.  1  sup- 
pose they  are  not. 

3d.   Customs. 

By  an  information  I  have  from  the  Board  of  Customs,  the  gross  pro- 
duce of  this  branch,  on  the  average  of  ten  years,  from  1760  to  1770,  is — 
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In  Money,         - £206,884)  1773 

And  in  Bonds,      ------       814,484)  £1,021,368 

From  which  deduct, 

For  sallaries  to  Officers,            -  £20,124 

Incidents  in  Management,    -  10,281 

Bounties, 28,381 

Drawbacks  in  Money,          -  123,365 

Drawbacks  in  Bonds, 811,696 

Total  of  deductions,  ---...  993,847 

Net  Produce  on  this  Account,        -  £27,521 

Out  of  this  are  pay'd 

The  sallaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
Session,  Justiciary,  and  Exchequer,  to  the 
amount  of        -----         -     £11,957 

And  for  the  encouragement  of  Fisheries  and 

Manufactures,       -----  600 

12,557 

Net  Produce  of  the  Customs,         -  £14,964 

4th.   Stamp  Duties  and  Licences. 

The  gross  produce  of  this  article,  according  to  a  verbal  information,  is 

About £17,000 

Deductions  for  Management,  about        -----  5,000 

Net  Produce,       --------  12,000 

N.  B. — What  the  nature  of  these  deductions  is,  I  do  not  know  ? 
Answer :  for  Management. 

5th.    Windovi  Lights. 
The  gross  produce  of  this  branch  is 

About -         .         .         £10,500 

The  deductions  for  Management  are  about     -         -        -         -  2,000 

The  Net  Produce  is  about £8,500 

vol.  n.  2  f 
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1773.  6th.  Salt  Duty. 

By  information  from  the  Custom  House,  the  gross  produce  of  this 
branch,  on  the  average  of  ten  years,  from  1760  to  1770,  is  .  .  £12,381 
From  which  deduct, 

For  sallaries  to  Officers,  ....        £3,042 

For  incidents  in  Management,     -  1,012 

Drawbacks, 1,106 

Fish  Debentures, 3,766 

Net  Produce, 3,455 

Total  as  above,       -  12,381 

The  Net  Produce  then  is 3,455 

Out  of  which  is  paid, 

For  the  encouragement  of  Fisheries  and  Manu- 


factures,              £570) 

Toward  paying  of  the  equivalent,  -         -     2385) 


2955 


Remainder         .---_-.--      £500 

7  th.  Fines  and  Forfeitures. 

The  gross  amount  of  this  article,  upon  an  average  of  ten  years,  from 
1760  to  1770,  by  information  from  the  Custom  House, 

Is £10,381  17    6 

Deduct  for  Management,  -------  545  13  11 

Net  Produce,  9,836     3     7 

Out  of  which  the  salary  of  £1000  to  the  Commissioner  to  the  General 
Assembly  is  paid,  and  what  remains  is  exhausted  by  the  warrants  issued 
by  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  two  following  articles,  namely,  the  Wheel  and  Plate  Tax,  are 
left  for  future  enquiry. 

Let  me  next  collect  the  gross  revenue  of  the  preceding  articles  under 
one  view: — 
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1.  Land  Tax  at  3sh.  in  the  pound,        -  £36,000  0  0           1773. 

2.  Gross  Produce  of  the  Excise,       -  111,854  18  0 

3.  Do.  of  the  Customs,        --....  1,021,368  0  0 

4.  Do.  of  Stamp  Duties,  &e.    -----  -         17,000  0  0 

5.  Do.  of  Window  Lights,            -  10,500  0  0 

6.  Do.  of  Salt  Duty, 12,381  0  0 

7.  Do.  of  Fines,  &c.  -         -         -         -         -         -         -  10,381  7  6 

Total  Gross  Revenue, 1,219,485  15     6 

This  being  the  total  of  the  gross  revenue,  it  is  next  proper  to  enquire 
what  part  of  it  is  really  levied  on  the  subject,  and  what  is  not.  Draw- 
backs in  the  Customs  and  Salt,  and  the  legal  allowances  in  the  Excise 
are  not  levied  on  the  subject,  and  amount  as  follows : — 

Legal  Allowances  in  the  Excise,  as  above,  Art.  2d,     -         -         £3,969  16     0 
Drawbacks  in  Money  in  the  Customs,  Art.  3d,       -         -  123,365     0     0 

Do.  in  Bonds,  Art.  Do.           --....       811,696     0     0 
Do.  in  the  Salt  Tax,  Art.  6th, 1,106     0     0 


Articles  not  Levied, 940,136  16     0 

Articles  Levied  on  the  Subject,  ...  279,348  19     6 


Gross  Produce  as  above,       -----    1,219,485  15     6 

Of  this  sum,  let  us  see  what  goes  to  the  expence  of  Management, 
and  what  remains  for  national  purposes.  The  articles  of  Management 
are  as  follows  : — 

Charges  of  Management  in  the  Excise,  Art.  2d, 

Sallaries  in  the  Customs,  Art.  3d,     - 

Incidents  in  Management,  - 

Charges  of  Management  in  Stamp  Duties,  Art.  4th,     - 

Do.  in  the  Window  Lights,  Art.  5th, 

Sallaries  in  the  Salt  Office,  Art.  6th,  - 

Incidents  in  Do.  ------ 

Charges  in  Management  of  Fines,  &c.  Art.  7th, 

Total  Expense  of  Management,      - 
Remains  for  National  Purposes, 

Sum  Levied  on  the  Subject,  - 


£29,897  6 

0 

20,124  0 

0 

10,281  0 

0 

5,000  0 

0 

2,000  0 

0 

3,042  0 

0 

1,012  0 

0 

545  13 

11 

71,901  19 

11 

-  207,446  19 

7 

279,348  19 

6 
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1773.        Let  us  next  state  the  articles  contained  in  this  account,  which  appear 
to  he  expended  for  National  Purposes. 

Bounties  in  Art.  3d,      -         -         -         -         -         -        -         -  £28,381 

Salaries  to  the  Judges  in  the  three  Courts,  Do.     ...         -         11,957 

For  Fisheries  and  Manufactures,  Do.  -         -  £600)   _         _     -^  j-q 

For  Do.  in  Article  6th, 570) 

Fish  Debentures,  Do.        --------  3,766 

To  the  equivalent,         ---------     2,385 

Sallary  to  the  Commissioner  of  General  Assembly  and  Baron's 

warrants,  ---------  9,836 

Expended  for  National  Purposes,  -----     57,495 

General  View  of  the  Foregoing  State  of  the  Revenue  of  Scotland. 

The  Gross  Produce  is £1,219,485  15     6 

From  which  deduct  what  is  not  Levied  on  the  Subject,  940,136  16     0 

Remains,  -         - 279,348  19     6 

Deduct  Expence  of  Management,       -  71,901  19  11 

Net  Produce, 207,446  19     6 

Of  which  expended  for  services  as  on  'tother  side,  57,495     0     0 

Remains  to  be  aceounted  for,        -  149,951  19     6 

This  account  may  he  made  out  by  a  review  of  the  Scots  Establish- 
ment, civil  and  military ;  and  by  comparing  the  amount  of  the  remittances 
to  London,  by  the  different  receivers  of  the  Revenues,  with  the  remit- 
tances made  from  London,  for  the  payment  of  such  services  as  are  not 
directly  defrayed  by  the  Scots  Revenue. 

N.  B. — The  great  deduction  from  the  Gross  Revenue  is,  the  draw- 
backs, to  the  amount  of  £935,061  sterling  ;  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
these  is  upon  the  tobaccos,  an  article  which  the  nation  possesses  exclu- 
sively of  all  Europe.  Were  one-tenth  part  of  the  duties  now  drawn  back 
returned  in  future  upon  exportation,  it  would  amount  to  a  very  great 
sum,  whollely  at  the  expence  of  other  nations. 
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When  the  expence  of  the  troops,  garrisons,  fortifications,  Chelsea  and  1773, 
Greenwich   pensioners,   officers'  widows,  half-pay,  and  other  expences 
pay'd  by  the  Treasury,  are  added  to  the  civil  and  pension  lists  of  Scot- 
land, not  included  in  the  above  state,  I  imagine  the  balance  pay'd  by  us 
will  be  very  small,  if  any  at  all. 


CCLXXXVIII. 

SIR  WALTER  MONTGOMERIE  CUNNLNGHAME,1   BART.  OF  CORSEHILL, 
TO  BARON  MURE. 

Minorca,  St.  Philips,  Feb.  12,  1774. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  some  little  time  ago  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  mine  in 
Ayrshire,  who  mentioned  a  very  singular  obligation  I  lay  under  to  you, 

for  your  having  declined,  on  your  being  asked  by to  be  a 

Trustee,  where  the  lawfull  heir  was  to  be  disinherited.  I  beg  you  may 
accept  of  my  best  thanks  for  behaving  to  me  in  so  friendly  a  manner,  and 
shall  be  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  to  show  how  sensible  I  am  of  it. 
Anything  that  I  can  be  of  service  to  you  in  this  part  of  the  world  I  beg 
you  may  let  me  know,  and  I  will  execute  it  with  pleasure.  I  beg  you 
may  offer  my  most  respectfull  compliments  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Mures. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Walter  Monty    Conninghame. 


1  Son  of  Alexander  Cunningharne,  Esq.  by  Elrzabeth  Montgomerie,  heiress  of  Lainshaw ; 
and  grandson  and  successor  of  Sir  David,  third  Baronet.  Sir  Walter  was  uncle  to  the 
present  Sir  Alexander  Montgomerie  Cunninghame  of  Corsehill. 
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CCLXXXIX. 

THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYLE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Feb.  24,  1774. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  reports  from  Edinburgh,  as  well  as  from  some  appearances  here, 
I  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Elphinstones,  who  I  looked  upon  to 
be  engaged  both  in  Clydesdale  and  in  Dumbarton,  are  wavering  ; 
and  therefore  I  hope  that  you  have  not,  and  will  not  come  under 
any  engagement  with  Sir  L.  D.1  as  to  the  new  Hamilton  votes 
in  Stirlingshire  being  neutral;  Sir  L.  D.  has  found  means  to  have  such 
influence  with  the  Elphinstones,  that  if  you  do  not  keep  him  in  order 
with  these  votes,  he  will  have  them  (the  Elphinstones)  against  Duke 
Hamilton  and  me,  both  in  Dumbartonshire  and  Clydesdale.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  dont  see  that  you  have  anything  to  fear  in  Linlithgow,  as 
Sir  James  Colburn  is  ready  to  meet  Sir  L.  there  with  his  own  weapons, 
without  putting  Duke  Hamilton  to  any  expense.  The  Duchess  and  I  are 
both  anxious  to  hear  particulars  as  to  these  matters,  and  I  am  a  little 
surprised  that  I  have  not  heard  from  A.  Stuart  in  answer  to  my  last 
letter. — I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

Argtle. 

CCXC. 

ROBERT  ADAM.  ESQ.  M.P.  (ARCHITECT)  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Adelphi,  Feb.  28,  1774. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

The  lottery  goes  on  most  swimmingly,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  you  for  giving  it  an  opportunity,  by  number  324,  (this  day  delivered 

1  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  M.P.  for  Edinburgh. 
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to,  and  paid  by  Mr.  Atkinson)  of  rewarding  your  good  offices  with  a  1774. 
40  or  50,000  pound  prize.  I  am  bound,  by  that  most  powerful  motive 
self-interest,  to  wish  you  success,  as  I  do  believe  either  of  the  above  sums 
would  soon  realize  our  ideas  at  Caldwell;  and  I  flatter  myself,  when  that 
happens,  there  will  be  few  so  good  houses  of  the  size  in  Scotland,  and 
none  so  convenient. 

As  we  are  now  within  two  days  of  the  drawing,  you  may  believe  we 
are  all  very  compleatly  occupied  from  morning  to  night.  But  we  do 
not  in  the  least  repine  at  the  hurry,  which  bids  fair  to  take  off  every 
ticket  before  the  wheel  turns  round. 

We  have  this  day  paid  the  half  of  all  our  mortgages,  and  whenever  the 
deeds  of  assignment  are  ready  will  pay  the  whole.  This  is  real  felicity 
to  honest  minds. 

I  ever  am,  most  perfectly,  my  Dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  and  sincere  humble  servant, 

Robt  Adam. 


CCXCI. 

JOHN  CRAWFORD,  ESQ.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

April,  7. 
My  dear  Baron, 

I  received  a  few  days  ago  the  pleasure  of  your  letter.  I  am  sorry 
to  tell  you  that  we  have  failed  entirely  in  our  management  of  the  Glasgow 
Bill.  Never  was  any  thing  so  blundered  :  I  have  been  very  active  in 
the  only  way  in  which  I  could  be  serviceable,  that  is  to  say  in  bringing 
down  a  great  many  members  to  support  our  cause.  I  dont  exaggerate 
when  1  tell  you  that  at  least  forty  members  attended  solely  upon  my 
account.  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas1  took  this  business  up  from  very  differ- 
ent motives  from  mine,  and  it  became  a  kind  of  trial  of  strength  between 

1  M.P.  for  Edinburgh  city. 
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1773.  him  and  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  Mr.  Macdowall,2  who  had  the  conduct 
of  this  affair,  did  not  divide  the  House  at  the  proper  time,  and  afterwards 
repenting  that  he  had  not  made  a  division,  made  it  when  every  body 
supposed  that  the  matter  was  ended,  and  when  people  were  going  away. 
This  proceeded  from  ignorance  and  blundering  in  him,  but  carried  such 
an  appearance  of  unfairness  along  with  it,  as  made  almost  all  our  own 
friends  go  against  us.  Amongst  others,  the  shabby  Sir  Lawrence  divided 
against  us.  When  the  question  was  put  upon  which  we  ought  to  have 
divided,  I  was  sitting  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  from  Sir  Lawrence 
and  Macdowall,  and,  as  they  did  not  make  the  division,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  Sir  Lawrence,  knowing  he  would  be  beat  even  with  the 
additional  force  which  1  had  brought  down,  did  not  chuse  to  show  his 
weakness,  and  had  concerted  with  Macdowall  not  to  have  a  division; 
complaisance  to  them  prevented  me  from  making  it,  which  I  am  very 
sorry  for.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  will  engage  in  no  other  business  along 
with  Macdowall,  who  is  perfectly  absurd  and  wrong-headed.  Kilmaurs3 
is  in  town,  and  I  do  all  I  can  to  please  him.  Pray  tell  me  how  the  roll 
will  stand  at  the  day  of  election,  with  all  the  additional  votes  on  both 
sides.  I  sent  a  Letter  a  few  days  ago  to  Lord  Mountstuart,  which  was 
intended  to  be  shown  to  Lord  Abercorn. 

Lord  Mounstuart  is  gone  to  Bath,  and  I  shall  not  know  the  success 
of  my  Letter  for  some  days.     Adieu,  my  dear  Baron. 

Yours  very  affectionately, 

J.  Crawford. 


ccxen. 

THE  EARL  OF  BUTE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  May  3,  1774. 
Dear  Baron, 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  was  so  kind  as  to  call  on  me  some  days  ago, 

'-'  M.P.  for  Renfrewshire.     See  Note  to  No.  ccLXXxm. 
3  Lord  Kilmaurs,  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Glencairn, 
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and  began  upon  the  boroughs,  saying,  that,  as  he  had  accommodated  me  1774. 
last  time,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  unreasonable  if  he  desired  a 
friend  of  his  own.  I  acknowledged  the  propriety,  but  expressed  my  con- 
cern at  his  idea,  as  I  had  intended  sending  my  brother  to  propose  a  near 
relation  of  my  own.  On  this  the  Duke,  in  a  very  polite  manner,  said, 
that  if  I  had  thought  of  any  such  person,  he  would  not  put  any  bar  to 
it.  I  told  him  it  was  Sir  George  Macartney.1  He  called  the  next  day, 
expressing  his  apprehensions  that  it  might  be  unpopular,  as  he  was  not 
of  the  country;  but  I  said,  that  his  relation  to  me  made  him  so.  Besides, 
he  affirms  his  family  was  originally  of  Scotland,  and  that  he  has  still  a 
small  thing  in  this  country,  of  30£  a-year,  above  200  years  in  his  family. 
Besides,  my  uncle  brought  in  Lord  Grenard  for  these  very  towns.  I 
mention  the  whole  of  our  conversation,  that  you  may  be  apprised  of  it 
when  you  meet.  I  look  upon  myself  as  very  much  obliged  to  the  Duke, 
and  beg  you  will  hint  of  my  having  told  you  so.  I  intend  sending 
Mountstuart  to  Lord  Eglinton.  I  fancy  you  can  best  acquaint  Air2  with 
it,  which  I  wish  you  would  do  for  me. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Baron.     My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure. 
Yours  most  affectionately, 

Bute. 


CCXCIII. 

SIR  GILBERT  ELLIOT  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  May  9,  1774. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  your  Letter,  with  the  Memorial  inclosed.  Lord  North 
moved,  himself,  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bankers'  bill,  which,  I  think, 
he  would  hardly  have  done,  if  he  had  happened  to  give  it  a  more  careful 

1  Afterwards  Earl  Macartney,  married  to  Lady  Jane  Stuart,  daughter  of  Lord  Bute, 
in  1768. 

2  The  borough  of  Ayr. 

vol.  n.  2  G 
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1774.  consideration.  I  shall  certainly  attend  to  it ;  I  heard  it  met  with  great 
opposition.  The  account  of  the  King  of  France's  death  is  hourly  ex- 
pected, and  tho'  there  have  been  expectations  that  this,  and  some  other 
events  that  may  be  foreseen,  might  occasion  a  dissolution  of  Parliament, 
yet,  on  the  explanation  of  the  gold  coin'resolutions  last  night,  Lord  North 
threw  out  expressions,  sufficient  to  shew  that  at  present  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  recommend  the  dissolution  at  this  time.  With  regard  to  the 
clerkship,  I  shall  be  glad  to  discourse  over  that  matter  with  you,  some- 
what more  fully  than  I  chose  to  write. 

Yours  most  faithfully, 

Dear  Sir, 

Gilb.  Elliot. 


CCXCIV. 

ALEXANDER  MONTGOMERIE,  ESQ.  OF  COILSFIELD, '   TO  BARON  MURE. 

Coilsfield,  June  20,  1774. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of  the  13th,  and  you  have  upon 
all  occasions  given  such  strong  proofs  of  your  willingness  to  serve  and 
oblige  me,  that  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  your  friend- 
ship to  me  and  my  family ;  and  I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  think  I 
shall  prove  ungrateful,  if  it  should  any  how  ly  in  my  way  to  serve 
or  oblige  you  and  yours. 

As  I  wrote  you  in  my  last,  I  think  we  are  dayly  gaining  ground.  It 
is  now  out  of  doubt,  that  we  have  upon  the  present  roll  a  majority  of 
five  or  six ;  but  there  are  two  or  three  of  our  friends,  who,  I  am  afraid, 
cannot  be  brought  up.  I  have  had  no  late  accounts  of  our  good  friend 
Peter  Craufurd,  but  I  am  sure  he  will  be  at  our  head  court,  if  it  is  in  his 
power.     Indeed,   a  majority  at  that  meeting  must,  I  think,  be  of  the 

1  Candidate  for  Ayrshire ;  father  of  Hugh,  12th  Earl  of  Eglinton,  and  grandfather 
of  the  present  Earl.     Sir  Adam  Fergusson  of  Kilkerran,  Baronet,  was  elected. 
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utmost  consequence   to  us ;  for  I  believe  our  opponents  have  more  to  1774. 
come  upon  the  roll  at  Michaelmas  than  we  have,  by  which  they  would 
have  a  majority  at  the  election,  which  must  be  avoided  if  possible. 

As  to  the  number  of  infeftments  taken  on  either  side,  in  consequence 
of  last  winter's  operations,  you  have  them  marked  on  the  other  side,  as 
I  received  them  from  James  Fergusson  and  Matthew  Dickie;  but  John 
Bell2  is  the  person  who  should  be  able  to  give  the  answer  to  that  question, 
as  there  may  be  some  infeftments  taken  at  Edinburgh,  which  are  not 
known  to  those  gentlemen. 

I  have  time  to  say  no  more,  but  that  I  am,  my  dear  Baron, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Alex.  Montgomerie. 


Lord  Eglinton,  -     -     -     -  48 

Lord  Cassilis,     -     -     -     -  41 

Lord  Loudoun,  -     -     -     -  27 

Sir  John  Cathcart,  -     -     -  8 

Bargeny,       _____  3 

Auchenames,     _     _     _     _  2 

Baron  Mure,      -     -     -     -  2 

Kerse,     ------  2 

J.  Orr,    ------  2 

Sundrum,     -     -     -     -     -  1 

136 
109 


Sir  Adam  Fergusson, 
Sir  John  Whyteford, 
Lord  Dumfries, 
Sir  T.  Wallace, 
Craigengillan,    -     - 
Lord  Auchenleck,  - 
John  Dunlop,     -     - 
Rosemount,  -     -     - 
Duke  Hamilton, 
Alex.  Fergusson,     - 
Lord  Glencairn, 


16 

11 

23 

21 

7 

8 

3 

3 

3 

4 

10 

109 


27 


2  Writer  to  the  Signet,  agent  of  the  Earl  of  Cassilis.  He  afterwards  married  the 
Earl's  niece,  (the  compiler's  grandaunt,)  Miss  Clementina  Blair  of  Dunskey,  by  whom  he 
left  two  sons,  Archibald  Bell,  Esq.  now  Sheriff  of  Ayrshire,  and  John  Bell,  Esq.  W.S. 
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ccxcv. 

JOHN  CRAUFURD,  ESQ.  M.P.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Tuesday. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  received  your  letter  only  this  day,  having  been  for  this  fortnight 
past  at  Lord  Spencer's  in  Northamptonshire.  I  don't  know  what  to  do 
with  regard  to  Coilsfield.  I  think  I  must  write  to  him,  and  enclose  my 
letter  to  you,  telling  him  the  reasons  why  I  wish  him  to  relieve  me  from 
my  engagements  to  him.  After  all,  if  he  makes  any  objection,  we  must 
not  do  anything  that  is  shabby.  And  to  be  sure  my  father  and  I  must 
look  upon  ourselves  as  engaged  to  him,  tho'  we  wish  to  oblige  Mr. 
Milliken,  if  he  is  in  a  situation  to  allow  us  to  do  so.  This  is  the  only  foot 
on  which  it  is  possible  to  put  this  matter.  I  will  write  this  letter  to- 
night if  I  can;  if  not,  to-morrow.  My  Lord  Spencer  has  promised  to 
apply  immediately  to  Lord  Harcourt,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  get 
Boyd's  son  made  a  lieutenant.  I  hope  this  application  will  succeed. 
Lord  Harcourt  will  probably  be  glad  to  oblige  Lord  Spencer  in  a  trifle, 
as  he  brought  his  son  into  the  last  Parliament  for  nothing.  Pray  fix 
upon  the  persons  for  Milliken's  votes.  David  Hume  consented  to  take 
one,  if  he  was  much  wanted.  This  is  very  friendly  of  him,  and  I  am 
by  all  means  for  accepting  his  offer. 

Adieu,  my  Dear  Baron.     Very  sincerely  yours, 

J.  Craufurd. 


CCXCVI. 
MR.  ANDREW  STUART,  M.P.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Berkeley  Square,  Friday,  June  24,  1774. 

Dear  Baron, 

For  some  time  past,  you  could  hardly  expect  to  hear  from  me  until 
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the  marriage1  ceremony  was  over,  especially  if  you  had  any  notion  of  the  1774. 
hurry  there  has  been  to  get  the  marriage  settlements,  &c.  ready  with  the 
utmost  expedition.  To  give  you  some  notion  of  that  hurry,  as  also  of 
the  nature  of  the  business  that  was  in  agitation  here,  I  send  you  enclosed 
a  letter  I  received  on  Tuesday  last,  from  Sollicitor  Hamilton,  wherein, 
after  mentioning  the  various  persons  by  whom  the  settlements  were  to 
be  examined,  he  states  it  as  nearly  impossible  they  could  be  got  ready 
for  Thursday,  (that  is,  yesterday).  In  consequence  of  this  letter  I  posted 
out  to  the  Duchess'  house  at  Richmond,  on  Wednesday,  showed  the 
letter  to  the  partys  concerned,  and  submitted  to  their  consideration, 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  delay  the  marriage  for  a  day  or  two, 
otherwise  the  settlements  might  either  not  be  ready  or  not  properly 
digested. 

We  had  a  pleasant  discussion  of  this  business  in  presence  of  Lord 
Stanley.2  He  could  not  reconcile  himself  to  the  thoughts  even  of  one 
day's  delay;  so  he  came  to  town  on  Wednesday,  and  we  went  together 
to  the  houses  of  the  men  of  law,  urging  them  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
to  have  all  their  papers  ready,  so  as  the  marriage  might  be  compleated 
yesterday.  I  remained  at  Wedderburne's  till  the  first  draught  of  them 
was  finally  settled  on  Wednesday  night,  at  eleven  o'clock;  then  a  variety 
of  hands  were  employed  all  night  in  extending  the  settlements  on  parch- 
ment; yesterday,  at  two  o'clock,  they  were  got  ready  for  signing;  Lady 
Betty  and  Lord  Stanley  signed  them  in  London,  betwen  two  and  three; 
the  Company  assembled  to  dinner  at  the  Duchess  of  Argyle's,  at 
Richmond,  between  four  and  five;  the  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed there  between  seven  and  eight;  and  soon  after  the  young 
married  couple  set  out  for  Lord  Stanley's  house  at  the  Oaks,  where  my 
history  stops;  for  as  to  what  happened  after  their  arrival  there,  you  are 
as  well  informed  as  I  am;  that  is,  you  must  supply  it  from  your  own 
imagination. 

I  can  only  say  that,  in  modern  times,  there  are  few  instances  of  more 

1  That  of  Lady  Betty  Hamilton  to  Lord  Stanley. 

2  Succeeded  his  grandfather  as  Earl  of  Derby,  in  1776. 
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1774.  ardent  lovers  than  this  young  heir  of  the  Derby  race.  He  was  highly 
sensible  of  Lady  Betty's  merit  and  personal  attractions,  and  you  never 
saw  any  lover  more  impatient  of  delays  than  he  has  been. 

We  had  a  very  agreeable  day  yesterday  at  the  marriage  ceremony; 
everything  conducted  in  the  most  proper  manner,  and  with  the  most 
hearty  good-will  and  approbation  of  all  concerned,  at  the  same  time 
without  any  parade  or  affectation.  The  only  persons  present,  besides  the 
Duchess'  own  family,  were  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,3  who  came  to  town 
on  purpose  to  give  Lady  Betty  away,  Lady  Charlotte  Edwin,  two  sisters 
of  Lord  Stanley's,  General  Burgoigne,  and  myself. 

It  is  my  real  opinion  that  it  will  turn  out  a  happy  and  fortunate 
marriage  in  every  respect. 

The  Duchess  was  much  pleased  with  a  letter  she  received  from  you 
on  this  matrimonial  occasion,  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  reading. 
She  could  not  abstain  from  shewing  it  also  both  to  Lord  Stanley  and 
Lady  Betty,  who  felt  it  in  the  way  you  may  naturally  suppose.  When 
Lord  Stanley  comes  to  Scotland,  which  I  believe  will  be  next  year,  he 
will  claim  your  acquaintance  at  first  sight. 

It  has  given  me  both  health  and  spirits  to  see  our  fair  pupill,  who  is 
so  deserving  in  herself,  so  well  settled  in  the  world.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  connexions  that  could  have  been  made  in  Britain. 

This  letter  being  dedicated  to  marriage  business,  I  cannot  think  of 
mixing  it  with  anything  political;  but  by  to-morrow's  post  you  may  expect 
from  me  a  doze  of  politics. 

Best  wishes,  &c. 

I  ever  am,  with  much  affection,  &c. 
Andw  Stuart. 


3  Father  of  the  late  Duke,  succedeed  his  nephew  Douglas,  as  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
in  1799. 
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CCXCVI.f 
JOHN  (FISH)  CRAWFORD,  ESQ.  M.P.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Saturday. 

My  dear  Baron, 

I  have  just  now  received  your  letter  as  to  the  Ayrshire  votes. 
Since  Coilsfield  does  not  consent  to  releave  my  father  and  me  from 
our  engagement,  they  certainly  ought  to  be  immediately  made. 
Nothing  could  be  more  shabby  than  after  we  have  received  a  con- 
siderable service  from  him,  not  keeping  the  promise  which  we  made 
him.  I  was  present  when  my  father  promised  him  to  make  his  votes 
in  Ayrshire.  So  much  conversation  passes  with  regard  to  election 
matters  that  one  thing  drives  out  another;  and  I  am  afraid  lest  my 
father,  whose  illness  makes  him  not  altogether  so  accurate  as  he  used 
to  be,  should  not  remember  how  positive  his  promise  was.  But  I 
hope  he  will  trust  to  my  recollection  on  this  occasion,  and  not  expose 
us  both  to  the  reproach  of  breaking  our  word. 

As  to  David  Hume,  I  can  only  say  that  he  promised  me  very 
positively  the  last  time  I  saw  him  to  take  a  vote.1  It  was  very  kind  in 
him  to  make  me  such  a  promise.  But  he  had  better  not  have  done  it, 
because,  by  forgetting  it  afterwards,  and  by  finding  a  thousand  incon- 
veniences at  present  which  he  did  not  think  of  before,  he  exposes  me 
to  the  real  inconvenience  of  not  having  whom  to  name  in  his  place. 
His  good  nature  and  desire  to  oblige  me  got  the  better  of  his  irresolu- 
tion and  laziness  at  the  moment  when  I  made  this  proposal  to  him. 
But  now  when  he  sees  the  prospect  of  some  little  trouble,  he  pretends 
not  to  recollect  that  I  ever  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject.  I  trust 
however  so  much  to  his  memory  that  I  am  sure  he  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  recollect  that  I  spoke  to  him  upon  it  the  last  time  I  saw  him, 

1  See  above,  Letter  ccxcv. 
vol.  u.  2  g  3 
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1774.  and  that  I  got  a  very  friendly  and  very  decisive  answer,  -which  he 
now  repents  of. 

I  send  you  a  letter  I  received  the  other  day  from  Col1.  Crawford  ; 
pray  return  it  to  me  that  I  may  show  it  to  Coutts.  I  wish  my 
Perthshire  votes  to  be  made  so  that  I  can  get  them  back  again  imme- 
diately after  the  election,  and  not  have  my  estate  the  least  degree 
damaged  by  them.  I  would  rather  make  none  than  expose  myself  to 
this. 

I  am,  my  dear  Baron,  most  affectionately  yours, 

J.  Crawford. 

I  can't  find  Col1.  Crawford's  letter ;  but  it  was  a  shuffling  one,  and 
shows  I  cannot  depend  on  him. 


CCXCVL* 

DR.  JOEN  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Manheim,  Oct.  21,  1774. 

I  hope  you  have  received  the  letter  I  wrote  you,  my  dear  Baron, 
immediately  before  I  left  Chatelaine,  and  that  my  two  young  friends 
will  be  well  pleased  with  the  watches  Avhich  the  Duke  ordered  to  be 
sent  them.  I  left  them  at  Geneva,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  who 
will  take  care  to  send  them  by  the  first  opportunity.  The  Duke  pro- 
mised to  write  in  answer  to  your  last  kind  letter  to  him,  but  he  has 
got  permission  to  kill  one  of  the  Elector's  deer,  which  is  a  business  he 
would  not  postpone  for  a  more  agreeable  duty  than  that  of  writing 
letters ;  he  begs  of  me,  however,  to  assure  you  of  the  warm  sense  he 
has  of  your  friendship,  which  he  say  she  never  can  forget,  and  in  this 
I  am  convinced  he  is  very  sincere. 
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We  proceeded  to  Strasbourg,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Harvey,  a  young  1774. 
gentleman  of  good  fortune  and  much  greater  merit,  who  had  lived 
with  us  at  Chatelaine,  and  honours  me  with  his  friendship.  He  is 
nephew  to  General  Harvey,  and  was  willing  to  prolong  his  stay  with 
me  as  long  as  he  could.  We  saw  every  thing  at  Strasbourg  worth 
observing;  Marshal  Contade  shew'd  the  Duke  all  possible  distinction; 
we  had  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him  every  day,  and  the  use  of  his 
lodge  at  the  play-house.  We  then  crossed  the  Rhine  and  visited  the 
Court  of  the  Margrave  of  Baden  at  Carlsruhe.  This  Prince's  terri- 
tories lie  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine  from  Alsace,  and  are  about 
the  size  of  that  Province ;  but  his  pallaces,  his  state,  and  the  cere- 
monies at  his  court,  are  as  great  as  the  king  of  France  or  the  Em- 
perour's.  He  is  a  man  of  sense  and  knowlege,  and  of  a  very  benevo- 
lent character.  He  was  most  polite  and  attentive,  and  I  found  him 
well  aquainted  with  English  literature.  We  met  at  this  Court  with 
a  Princess  of  Brunswic,  widow  of  the  Margrave  of  Beyreuth,  a  lady  of 
much  vivacity,  who,  if  the  Duke  had  not  opposed,  would  have  seduced 
away  my  son.  We  arrived  some  time  since  at  this  town.  We  waited 
some  days  till  the  Elector  came,  and  were  presented  to  him  and  the 
Electress  yesterday,  and  were  kept  to  dinner.  The  Elector  is  a  man 
of  taste ;  his  pallace  is  a  vast  building,  very  little  less  than  Versails ; 
a  great  collection  of  paintings  and  prints,  a  cabinet  of  antiques,  of 
natural  curiosities,  &c. 

The  town  of  Manheim  is  as  regular  and  uniform  as  a  Dutch 
garden ;  every  street  as  straight  as  an  arrow ;  most  of  them  termi- 
nating on  the  pallace,  and  all  on  some  remarkable  object ;  but 
this  regularity  tires  and  disgusts  at  last.  The  manners  of  the  people 
here  resemble  the  town — stiff  and  formal,  tho',  it  must  be  owned, 
they  are  exceeding  civil  and  amazingly  ceremonious.  The  Duke 
and  I  made  a  visit  yesterday  to  the  civilest  man  in  the  world;  we 
thought  we  had  remained  two  hours,  and  were  persuaded  that  both 
our  watches  had  stoped  or  gone  wrong  by  agreement,  when  we 
look'd  and  found  we  had  been  only  twenty  minutes  with  this  polite 
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1774.  and  obliging  gentleman,  who,  by  the  way,  is  a  Baron  too ;  but  not  the 
Baron  who  used  to  shorten  the  hours  of  my  life,  and  at  whose  genial 
table  all  my  cares  disappeared. 

Etiquette  and  ceremony  are  however  good  for  the  Duke.  He 
always  appears  best  among  his  equals  or  superiors  in  rank,  and  there- 
fore I  believe  Germany  may  do  good.  He  is  not  fond  of  Courts,  and 
to  be  sure  they  are  very  insipid  places;  the  same  bows,  the  same 
ceremonies,  the  same  compliments,  and  the  same  frivolous  observa- 
tions, composita  repetuntur  hora.  Yet  I  say  nothing  of  this  to  him, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  always  endeavour  to  overcome  his  inclination  to 
stay  away.  From  this  we  go  to  Frankfort,  Cassel,  Brunswic.  Let 
me  know  if  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  you ;  I  am  sure  you  do  me 
injustice,  if  you  doubt  of  the  satisfaction  I  will  always  have  in  execut- 
ing all  your  commissions ;  for  upon  my  soul,  Baron,  there  is  not  a 
man  on  earth  who  loves  and  esteems  you  more  than 

J.  Moore. 
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CCXCVII. 

BARON  MURE  TO  MR.  DAVID  HUME. 

Caldwell,  Oct.  25. 

I  know,  my  dear  David,  you'll  excuse  my  silence.  I  have  no  time 
to  write,  hardly  to  think,  I'm  so  much  in  motion.  Yesterday  we  unani- 
mously chose  Jack l  for  Renfrewshire,  and  the  day  after  to-morrow  1  set 
out  for  Lanark,  where  we  shall  do  nearly  the  same  for  Andrew  Steuart. 
You  would  hear  of  the  absurd  issue  of  the  Ayrshire  business.  Whenever 
I  return  from  Lanark,  I  must  go  to  Bute,  and  can  expect  no  rest  till  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  which  I  really  long  for.  In  the  midst 
of  all  this  hurry  I'll  be  sure  to  remember  your  claret.  All  here  salute 
you.     Yours  most  faithfully, 

My  dear  David,  while 

Willm.  Mure. 

I  condole  with  you,  in  the  most  feeling  manner,  on  the  loss  of  poor 
Keith. 

David  Hume,  Esq. 

St.  Andrew's  Square, 

Edinburgh. 


CCXCVII.* 

DR.  JOHN  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Frankfort  on  the  Mayn,  Nov.  11,  1774. 

I  hope  you  have  received  the  letter  I  wrote  you,  my  dear  Baron, 
from  Manheim.     I  there  mentioned  my  reasons  for  wishing  to  leave  Ge- 

1  John  Crawford,  younger  of  Auchenames. 
2b 
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1774.  neva,  and  many  minute  particulars  concerning  our  conduct  and  progress. 
I  shall  proceed,  in  the  same  confidential  manner,  to  let  you  know  our 

present  situation 

Visiting  the  Courts  in  Germany  was  thought  highly  expedient  on 
many  accounts,  and  I  imagined  this  progress  would  be  of  particular  ad- 
vantage, by  accustoming  the  Duke  to  live  among  his  equals  and  superiors, 
where  he  always  appears  to  most  advantage.  In  all  the  Courts  which 
we  have  hitherto  seen,  he  has  been  received  not  only  with  all  the  atten- 
tion I  would  wish,  but  even  with  a  degree  of  kindness  and  cordiality  ; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  after  all  that  has  been  said  of  German  ceremony, 
I  found  the  matter  so  much  more  agreable  and  easy  than  I  expected,  and 
the  Prince  of  Baden  and  Elector  Palatin  so  much  superior  in  sense, 
knowledge,  and  affability,  particularly  the  last  article,  that  I  felt  myself 
very  near  as  much  at  my  ease  as  with  my  worthy  friends  the  magnificent 
Syndics  of  Geneva. 

We  left  Manheim  on  the  23d  of  October,  and  came  to  this  place  by 
Mayence.  We  soon  were  introduced  into  all  the  best  company  here,  and 
there  are  a  good  many  nobility,  some  of  the  poorer  Princes,  and  some  Counts 
of  the  Empire,  who,  tho'  their  territories  and  revenues  are  small,  are 
nevertheless  Sovereigns.  At  the  head  of  all,  and  the  most  distinguished 
personnage  here,  is  the  Dutchess  of  Courland.  The  merchants  and 
principal  citizens  form  a  society  quite  separated  from  the  former,  who 
will  not  admit  them  into  their  assemblies ;  yet,  by  their  riches,  these 
Bourgeois  display  a  magnificence  in  their  cloths  and  equipages,  and  at 
their  tables,  which  is  very  provoking  to  the  others,  and  for  which  they 
have  nothing  to  console  them  but  their  titles.  Strangers  never  mind 
these  distinctions,  but  mix  equally  with  the  one  society  and  the  other. 

Frankfort  is  really  an  agreable  town,  and  I  myself  am  upon  the  best 
footing  with  some  of  the  best  families  in  it,  where  I  can  go,  without  cere- 
mony, upon  all  occasions  ;  and  I  have  found  the  noblesse  superior,  upon 
all  occasions,  to  the  Bourgeoisie. 

They  have  been  putting  it  into  the  Duke's  head  to  give  balls.  This 
I  have  hitherto  prevented,  because  it  is  a  ridiculous  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pence,  and  always  disobliges  a  number  of  people.    In  your  letter  to  him, 
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I  wish  you  would  hint  this  as  an  idle  folly,  which  some  foolish  English  1774. 
sometimes  fall  into.     If  ever  such  a  thing  should  be  proper,  trust  me  it 
shall  not  be  omitted 

Pray,  what  is  become  of  Mr.  Stuart's  election  ?  I  hope  he  is  well, 
and  has  been  successful.  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  Mr.  David  Hume. 
An  old  acquaintance  of  his,  the  Count  de  Goertz,  lives  in  the  same  house 
with  us.  He  knew  Mr.  Hume  at  Paris,  and  made  a  jaunt  to  Fontaine- 
bleau  and  other  places  with  him,  and  often  speaks  of  him  to  me  with  great 
affection  and  esteem.  Direct  to  Duke  H.  or  J.  M.  Esq.  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Gogel,  in  Frankfort  on  the  Maine.  He  will  send  the  letters  wherever  we 
are.  What  you  address  to  me  in  particular,  will  be  seen  only  by  me. 
Pray,  let  Mrs.  Moore  know  you  have  heard  from  me,  and  that  Jack  and  I 
are  well.     Once  more,  God  bless  you  and  yours. 

With  most  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  believe  me, 
My  dear  Baron, 

Ever  yours, 

J.    MOORE. 


CCXCVIII. 

DR.  MOORE  TO  ANDREW  STUART,  ESQ.  M.P. 

Cassel,  December  28,  1774. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  have  made  a  longer  stay  at  Strasburg,  and  the  courts  of  Baden, 
Manheim,  Hesse,  Damstadt,  and  above  all  at  Frankfort,  than  I  had  cal- 
culated. I  have  wrote  regularly  to  her  Grace,  and  to  Baron  Mure, 
since  we  left  Geneva.  By  them  you  must  have  been  informed  of  our 
progress  hitherto.  The  Duke  and  I  were  presented  to  the  Landgrave 
and  his  princess,  the  day  after  our  arrival,  and  have  dined  and  supped 
with  them  every  day  since.  The  Princess  Charlotte  of  Hesse,  and  the 
Princess  of  Soubise  are  here  also,  to  whom  we  have  likewise  paid  our 
Courts.     The  Duke  has  been  received  with  the  most  distinguished  atten- 
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1774.  tion,  which  indeed  has  been  the  case  at  every  court  where  he  has  been. 
I  do  not  imagine  we  shall  make  a  long  stay  here,  because  his  Grace  is 
impatient  to  be  atBrunswic,  where  he  expects  to  receive  accounts  of  his 
mother,  about  whose  health  he  is  exceeding  solhcitous,  having  heard 
nothing  from  her  since  we  left  Geneva.  I  am  of  opinion,  from  the  ex- 
perience I  have  already  had,  that  his  visiting  the  various  courts,  where 
there  is  always  much  decorum,  and  sometimes  sensible  and  worthy 
people,  the  variety  of  character  he  sees,  and  the  experience  he  insensibly 
acquires,  will  have  a  quicker  effect  in  ripening  his  understanding,  than  if 
we  had  remained  longer  at  Geneva,  which,  had  it  not  been  for  very  good 
cogent  reasons,  would  have  been  my  plan. 

I  am  convinced  we  would  have  reaped  many  advantages  from  the 
company  of  Sir  Robert  Keith  at  Vienna,  who  I  have  the  honour  to 
know  a  little,  and  for  whose  character  I  have  the  highest  veneration. 
But  1  have  already  acquired  such  a  number  of  acquaintances  in  Germany, 
some  of  whom  are  equally  distinguished  by  their  rank  and  personal 
character,  who  have  honoured  me  with  much  attention  and  many  marks 
of  friendship,  and  provided  me  with  letters  to  the  first  people  of  almost 
all  the  Courts,  that  I  shall  feel  no  loss  from  want  of  recommendatory 
letters.  The  Duke  still  hopes  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  finding  Sir  Robert 
at  Vienna,  when  I  flatter  myself  with  many  advantages  from  his  experi- 
ence and  protection. 

I  never  was  more  pleased  in  my  life,  my  dear  Mr.  Stuart,  than  when 
I  saw  by  the  newspapers  that  you  had  gained  your  election.  Tho'  I  had 
no  reason  to  doubt  it,  yet  I  assure  you  the  certainty  of  your  success  took 
a  heavy  load  from  off  my  heart.  The  Duke  sends  you  also  his  hearty 
congratulations  on  this  subject,  and  his  earnest  wishes  for  your  health 
and  prosperity,  in  which  I  join  with  all  my  soul,  being,  with  unvariable 
esteem,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Moore. 
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CCXCVIIL* 

DR.  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Berlin,  June  17,  1775. 

The  Duke  and  I  join  most  sincerely,  my  dear  Baron,  with  your 
other  friends,  in  gratitude  to  heaven  for  your  recovery  ;  the  same  letter 
which  brought  us  the  news  of  your  illness,  informed  us  that  you  was  out 
of  danger,  a  circumstance  which  has  saved  me  the  most  painful  anxiety. 
His  Grace  is  well  apprised  of  the  importance  of  the  misfortune  he  has 
been  threatened  with — and  what  a  bitter  dash  it  would  have  given  the 
sweetest  of  our  enjoyments. 

We  pass'd  our  time  agreeably  at  Hanover.  The  happy  influence  of 
freedom  expands  from  Britain  to  that  Electorate,  and  distinguishes  it 
from  other  parts  of  Germany ;  an  air  of  ease  and  satisfaction  appears  on 
the  countenances  of  the  inhabitants,  who  evidently  imitate  English 
manners,  and,  notwithstanding  the  abuse  thrown  on  them  by  the  illiberal 
English,  yet  they  seem  to  have  an  esteem  for  that  nation,  and  behave  in 
the  most  hospitable  manner  to  every  British  person  who  passes  thro' 
their  country.  We  were  entertained  by  the  officers  of  the  court,  and 
several  generals  in  the  army;  particularly  Field  Mareschal  Sporken,  a 
venerable  veteran  of  the  most  respectable  character,  with  whom  I  formed 
a  considerable  degree  of  intimacie.  We  left  Brunswick  with  regret — 
indeed  we  generally  leave  places  about  the  time  when  they  have  become 
most  agreeable.  We  lived  in  the  easiest  manner  at  the  court,  and  were 
treated  in  the  most  attentive  manner,  both  by  the  reigning  family  and 
that  of  the  hereditary  Prince,  whose  younger  brother,  Prince  Leopold, 
formed  a  strong  intimacy  with  Duke  Hamilton.  This  youth  is  now  in 
Italy,  and  still  keeps  up  a  friendly  correspondence  with  his  Grace.  We 
have  been  at  Potsdame,  present  at  the  great  reviews  there,  and  since 
that  time  have  been  constantly  at  this  place,  where  the  King  also  reviewed 
thirty-five  thousand  of  his  best  troops,  for  three  successive  days.     I  am 
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1775.  not  able  to  give  you  a  description  of  the  magnificence  of  this  scene.  The 
effect  of  the  Prussian  discipline  is  fine  and  beautiful  in  the  highest 
degree ;  the  detail  is  shocking  to  humanity ;  the  coups  de  Baton,  and 
unrelenting  severity  for  the  smallest  neglects  of  duty,  are  the  great 
movers  of  this  immense  machine  ; 

On  what  small  springs 

Depend  the  things 

On  which  men  place  their  glory  ! 

To  these  must  be  added,  the  unremitting  attention  and  indefatigable 
activity  of  the  King  himself ;  for  as  he  does  more  business  than  any  man 
ever  did,  he  insists  that  all  his  servants,  thro'  every  department,  shall  also 
do  theirs.  He  is  by  no  means  wantonly  cruel  or  harsh  by  nature ;  his 
great  object  is  to  have  the  most  perfect  army  possible,  and,  if  this  object 
could  be  attained  by  mild  means,  no  doubt  he  would  prefer  them,  for  he 
never  was  capriciously  severe.  He  has  a  look  of  infinite  vivacity,  speaks 
a  great  deal,  and  is  polite  and  attentive  to  every  body.  When  we  were 
presented,  he  spoke  a  little  to  the  Duke,  and  afterwards  asked  me  a 
number  of  questions  relative  to  his  Grace's  family.  Since  this,  we  have 
made  the  compleat  round  of  visits  to  the  different  Princes,  all  of  whom 
have  particular  courts  here,  and  we  have  dined  and  sup'd  at  all  of  them. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  towns  in  Europe,  in  point  of  buildings, 
tho'  thinly  inhabited.  It  is  also  a  place  of  great  gallantry  ;  scandal  teUs 
odious  stories  of  the  nature  of  some  amours  which  prevail  here,  and 
infect  all  ranks  ;  "  Ab  Jove  Principium  ;"  for  it  is  said: — 

"  That  Jupiter,  for  such  a  god, 
Has  taken  ways  extremely  odd." 

Within  a  day  or  two  the  Duke  and  I  will  set  out  for  Mecklenburg 
Strelitz.  The  Dutchess  insists  on  this  journey,  which,  on  his  Grace's 
part,  will  be  performed  "plutot  par  obeissance  que  par  inclination."1    We 

1  The  Duchess  was  the  Lady  Ambassadress,  sent,  in  1761,  to  conduct  the  Queen  of 
George  the  Third,  then  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  Strelitz,  to  England. 
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will  return  to  Berlin,  and  soon  after  set  out  for  Dresden,  Prague,  and  1775. 
Vienna.    Adieu,  my  dear  Baron.     Offer  my  best  and  sincerest  wishes  to 
Mrs.  Mure  and  all  your  family.     Remember  me  affectionately  to  John 
Baird,  and  all  friends ;  and  believe  me  ever,  with  the  most  perfect  attach- 
ment, 

Your  affectionate  and  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Moore. 

Dear  Baron, 

I  came  in  and  found  Mr.  Moore  finishing  his  letter,  and 
would  not  allow  him  to  mix  my  compliments  with  the  others,  wishing  to 
send  them  myself,  with  my  sincerest  congratulations  for  your  recovery, 
which  I  shall  always  think  a  great  piece  of  good  fortune  to  your  gratefull 
friend, 

(Signed)  Hamilton. 


CCXCIX. 

BARON  MURE  TO  MR.  DAVID  HUME. 

Caldwell,  Sunday,  Aug.  27. 
My  Dear  David, 

You  mistake  the  matter  entirely.  The  Duchess'  proposal  was  that 
we  should  come  to  Inverary  immediately ;  for  she  mentioned  her  daugh- 
ter, Lady  Betty,  being  to  be  down  next  month  as  an  inducement  to  us. 
Mrs.  Mure,  in  answer,  told  her  Grace  that  we  had  concerted  the  whole 
matter  before  we  received  her  obliging  invitation ;  that  you  had  gone  a 
jaunt  into  the  North  of  England,  were  to  return  the  West  road,  and  that 
then,  in  about  two  weeks  hence,  we  were  to  sett  out  together  to  wait  on 
her  and  the  Duke.  Now,  why  alter  that  plan  ?  Why  don't  you  proceed 
on  your  English  expedition,  and  let  me  keep  my  word  to  Lady  Betty 
Stanley,  when  I  saw  her  in  London,  of  not  going  to  Inverary  till  she 
came  ?      I  would  really  have  you   still   to  pay  your  visit  to  John  Bull : 
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177,,.  you'll  be  the  better  for  it.  Make  it  as  short  as  you  please,  and,  when 
you  come  here,  stay  the  longer.  You  shall  get  any  bed  you  please — on 
the  floor  you  like.     Write  me  your  motions. 

Yours,  while 

Willm.  Mure. 

David  Hume,  Esq. 

St.  David's  Street, 

Edinburgh. 


CCXCIX* 

DR.  JOHN  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Vienna,  Aug.  1775. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

About  six  weeks  ago  we  took  our  leave  of  Berlin,  and  came  a  second 
time  to  Potsdam ;  we  remained  there  about  ten  days.  The  Landgrave- 
ine  of  Hesse  Cassel  was  at  the  new  pallace  of  Sans  Souci  during  that 
time.  The  King's  brothers,  Prince  Frederick  of  Brunswick,  with  their 
respective  spouses,  and  the  Dutchess  of  Wortemberg,  were  all  there  ;  so 
that  Sans  Souci  found  itself  fill'd  with  living  females  for  ten  days  succes- 
sively. For  ordinary,  there  is  nothing  of  the  feminine  gender  within  its 
walls  except  pictures.  There  was  an  opera  or  a  play  exhibited  every 
evening,  to  which  his  Grace,  Jack,  and  I,  had  a  general  invitation,  and 
every  night  we  were  particularly  invited  to  sup  either  with  the  Princess 
Amelia,  who  was  the  landladly  of  Sans  Souci,  or  with  the  Prince  of 
Prussia,  in  the  town  of  Potsdam.  To  my  great  mortification,  the  King 
was  never  present  at  these  suppers,  but  we  had  other  opportunities  of 
seeing  him,  and  sometimes  of  conversing  with  him,  more  frequently  than 
has  fall'n  to  the  share  of  any  English  who  have  been  at  that  court  for 
some  time;  and  as  I  was  on  a  most  intimate  footing  with  several  who 
have  pass'd  many  years  about  this  person,  I  imagine  I  have  a  pretty 
just  notion  of  the  character  of  this  extraordinary  man,  about  which  I 
took  great  pains  to  inform  myself.     He  was  most  heartily  tired  of  his 
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visitors  before  they  left  him,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  gone,  he  flew  to  1775. 
the  old  house  of  Sans  Souci,  where  he  lives  with  a  few  intimates,  without 
ceremony,  and  without  a  guard.  When  the  princesses,  &c.  set  out  for 
Berlin,  the  Duke  and  I  set  out  for  Dresden,  where  we  remained  six 
days.  We  saw  everything  remarkable;  among  which,  I  think,  neither 
the  Elector  nor  Electress  need  be  reckoned.  We  then  proceeded  to 
Prague,  a  beautiful  town,  and  as  full  of  superstition  as  priests  and 
ignorance  can  make  it.  There  is  a  convent  of  Irish  friars  there;  on  my 
questioning  one  of  them,  he  told  me,  "  some  of  us  taich  Laitin,  and  some 
taich  English ;  but  in  no  place  at  all  at  all  is  Religion  and  Philosophy 
better  instructed."  I  leave  it  to  your  friend  Mr.  D.  Hume  to  determine 
whether  or  not  this  is  a  bull.  We  visited  all  the  fields  of  battle  in  Sax- 
ony and  Bohemia,  and  arrived  safe  at  Vienna  about  ten  days  ago.  We 
have  been  presented  to  the  Empress  Queen  and  the  Emperour ;  also  to 
the  Arch  Dutchess,  &c.  The  Duke  has  received  every  mark  of  attention 
and  hospitality  from  the  nobility.  I  am  particularly  well  with  Prince 
Kaunitz,  the  Prime  Minister,  in  whose  house  we  are  very  frequently. 
He  insisted  on  presenting  Jack,  along  with  the  Duke  and  I,  to  the 
Empress  and  Emperour.  This  was  what  I  never  expected,  because  no 
such  young  person  ever  appears  at  court.  They  seem'd  highly  pleased 
with  the  boy,  and  the  Arch  Dutchesses  have  desired  to  see  him  since. 
The  marks  of  attention  he  has  met  with  in  Germany,  from  people  of  the 
highest  rank,  are  enough  to  turn  so  young  a  creature's  head  ;  but  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  they  have  not  had  that  effect ;  he  is 
fully  sensible  of  his  own  real  situation,  and  of  the  necessity  of  acquiring 
useful  accomplishments.  Luckily  for  him,  he  is  capable  of  strong  appli- 
cation, and  does  apply  himself,  four  or  five  hours  every  day,  to  such  things 
as  I  think  most  requisite.  I  am  confident,  my  dear  Baron,  that  the 
interest  you  have  for  what  regards  me,  will  make  you  feel  satisfaction  at 
this  account  of  my  son.  At  Geneva,  I  obliged  him  to  study  hard,  and 
what  at  first  was  partly  by  force,  has  now  become  in  a  great  measure 
choice.  I  must  now  inform  you  that  the  Duke  is  absolutely  bent  on 
passing  next  winter  in  Italy,  and  has  no  patience  when  any  thing  is 
hinted  against  that  scheme.  He  has  been  partly  animated  to  this  by 
vol.  n.  2  i 
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1775.  conversing  with  his  countrymen,  whom  he  has  met  with  on  their  return 
from  that  country,  and  he  would  consider  it  as  a  kind  of  shame  to  return 
without  having  seen  it.  To  tell  you  my  mind  fully,  I  imagine  the 
Dutchess  and  Tutors  had  hest  agree  to  this.  He  thinks  it  indispensable 
that  he  should  see  Italy  some  time,  and  as  he  is,  in  reality,  not  fond  of 
travelling,  he  wishes  to  finish  that  matter  at  once,  and  have  no  such  in- 
ducement to  return  to  the  Continent  again.  You  may  naturally  think 
that  I  myself  have  a  desire  to  see  Italy.  I  confess  I  have  a  very  strong 
one  ;  but  I  am  sure  you  will  not  believe  that  this  actuates  my  opinion 
against  what  I  imagine  proper  for  the  Duke,  considering  every  circum- 
stance. Be  assured,  that,  if  the  Dutchess  and  you  continue  to  oppose  the 
measure,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  it;  and  this  I  shall  do 
with  the  same  integrity  with  which  I  have  acted  ever  since  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  with  Duke  H.  At  the  same  time,  I  heartily  wish  that 
no  opposition  be  made,  for  1  do  think  it  will  produce  nothing  but  dis- 
agreable  consequences.  If  I  was  with  you,  I  am  sure  I  could  convince 
you.  Pray  lay  these  things  before  her  Grace,  and  act  as  your  good  sense 
and  penetration  may  direct.  I  send  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs  Mure 
and  all  your  family,  and  I  remain,  with  the  most  sincere  attachment, 
Dear  Baron, 

Your  faithful  friend,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Moore. 


ccc. 

BARON  MURE  TO  MR.  DAVID  HUME. 

Caldwell,  Monday,  Sept.  i. 

What  new  change  is  this  ?  Mrs.  Mure  says  you  should  have  been 
a  girl,  for  you  are  never  two  minutes  of  one  mind  ;  and  I  say  you  are  as 
credulous  as  any  girl,  and  believe  every  report  you  hear.  I  wish  you 
had  but  half  the  faith  for  what  you  ought,  and  are  bound,  to  believe.  We 
saw  Lady  Betty  and  Lord  fc  tanley  at  Hamilton   on  Thursday  last ;  they 
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expect  no  more  company  from  England.  The  Bishop,  Lord  North's  1775. 
brother,  with  his  wife,  were  to  have  come,  but  were  stopped,  and  have 
laid  aside  their  intention,  upon  account  of  Lord  Guilford's  being  taken 
ill.  I  hope  he'll  recover.  Lady  Betty  heard  from  the  Duchess  that  there 
was  nobody  there  but  Miss  Sempill.  You  don't  call  that  company, 
sure  ?  Lord  and  Lady  Eglintoun  are  since  gone  there,  but  will  be  gone 
before  we  arrive.  We  told  Lady  Betty,  we — that  is,  you  as  well  as  our- 
selves— were  to  be  there  soon,  whenever  we  had  notice  from  you.  She 
said  she  would  play  at  whist  with  you  from  morning  to  night — was  become 
of  late  so  fond  of  it,  that  she  had  played  with  Andrew  Stuart  lately  from 
one  at  noon  till  one  in  the  morning,  without  ever  rising,  but  for  a  few 
minutes,  to  answer  the  calls  of  hunger.  How  can  I  give  your  strange 
reason  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  in  an  empty  house,  that,  because  it  was 
full,  you  would  not  keep  your  promise  ?  In  short,  we  propose  to  go  some 
time  next  week — what  time  of  it  is  indifferent — and  we  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  you ;  but  you  must  decide  and  say  when  you'll  go  along  with 
us,  for  the  sake  of  your  own  character,  as  well  as  of  your  friends,  who  wish 
your  company.  Fix  a  day  when  you'll  be  at  Rouat's,  and  we'll  meet  you 
there.  He  has  been  here ;  we  have  promised  to  be  with  him,  and  an- 
swered for  you  too.  You  can't  get  off  now,  so  don't  think  of  making 
excuses. 

Yours,  while  W.  M. 

On  telling  Kattie  what  I  had  wrote,  she  offers  an  amendment,  which 
I  much  approve,  that  you  should  come  here  the  end  of  the  week,  or  the 
very  beginning  of  the  next,  or  as  soon  as  you  like,  and  that  we  should 
sett  out  from  hence  for  Inverary  together,  whenever  we  find  ourselves 
inclined.  As  travelling  is  your  business  now,  this  should  suit  you  better 
than  coming  directly  to  Rouat's. 

To  David  Hume,  Esq. 

St.  David's  Street, 

Edinburgh. 
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CCC* 


LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Belmont  Castle,  Oct.  3,  1775. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  had  yesterday  a  letter  from  Lord  StonefiekL  acquainting  me  that 
his  father  had  resigned  the  Sheriffship  of  Argyll  and  Bute.  I  have 
therefore  this  moment  wrote  to  my  brother  to  suggest  to  him  that,  if  he 
judges  it  proper  to  apply  for  a  separate  Sheriff  for  Bute,  now  would  be 
the  time.  It  would  only  put  Government  to  100<£  or  150<£  per  annum 
of  additional  expence  for  a  sallary  to  the  Bute  Sheriff,  and  I  have  always 
been  told  that  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  Bute  people,  who,  upon 
every  business  with  the  Sheriff,  are  obliged  to  cross  the  sea  and  go  far 
from  home.  You  will  know  much  better  than  I  do  how  far  that  may  be 
a  good  argument.  I  have  mentioned  to  my  brother  two  young  advocates, 
(neither  of  whom  I  have  any  knowledge  of  but  by  character,)  as  persons 
he  mav  with  propriety  recommend,  if  he  chooses  to  meddle  at  all  in  the 
matter.  One  is  a  Mr.  Macleod,1  Karnes's  nephew,  and  the  other  is  Mr. 
Archibald  Macdonald,  son  to  Macdonald  of  Sana,  a  relation  of  ours — I 
believe  a  pretty  near  one.  If  any  thing  occurs  to  you  worth  apprising 
my  brother  of  on  this  subject,  write  to  himself  directly,  as  no  time  should 
be  lost,  if  any  tiling  is  intended  to  be  done. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Baron. 

Yours  sincerely. 


1  William  Macleod  Bannatyne,  afterwards  a  Judge,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Bannatyne. 
He  was  appointed  to  the  new  Sheriffship. 
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CCCI. 

SIR  JAMES  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Coltness,  Oct.  6,  1775. 
My  Dear  Baron, 

I  received  your  letter  by  D.  Hume,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  friendly  offices  with  the  Duke  and  Dutchess  of  Argyle  in  favour  of 
my  son.1  I  shall  write  to  his  Grace  in  consequence  of  the  preparation 
you  have  given  to  him. 

I  executed  your  commands  with  respect  to  the  Head  Court.  The 
votes  were  enrolled,  without  dispute  on  any  side,  in  the  manner  you  will 
be  informed  of  by  your  man  of  business. 

The  new  Bill  concerning  elections  was  presented  to  the  Court  by  the 
Sheriff,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Lord  Advocate.  It 
was  proposed  to  be  referred  first  to  a  Committee,  to  be  named,  and  then 
to  a  subsequent  meeting. 

I  objected  to  both  proposals,  and  moved  to  have  it  examined  by  the 
Head  Court.  The  votes  were  equal — proceed  or  delay — and  our  preses, 
Torrence,2  gave  his  casting  vote  for  proceed.  No  less  than  eight  of  your 
friends  voted  delay.  The  numbers  were  13  to  13.  Accordingly  we  did 
proceed.  The  Bill  was  read  and  rejected — 12  against  6.  The  minority 
said  they  would  call  another  meeting  at  Glasgow,  where  more  people 
might  be  present.  If  they  should  there  carry  the  Bill,  they  will  instruct 
the  Member  accordingly.  If  the  Bill  be  approved  of  in  this  county,  it  will 
be  the  fault  of  Duke  Hamilton's  friends.  You  should  therefore,  I  think, 
give  orders  to  Boyes  to  assemble  a  posse  for  your  own  defence. 

My  love  to  all  your  family,  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Baron, 

Your  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 
Ja.  Steuakt. 

1  The  late  General  Sir  James  Stuart  of  Coltness. 

2  Mr.  Stuart  of  Torrance. 
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CCCII. 

LORD  BUTE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Luton,  Oct.  10,  1775. 
Dear  Baron, 

I  this  minute  receive  your  letter,  and  instantly  determined  to  desire 
Lord  Suffolk  to  lay  the  measure  you  approve  of  before  His  Majesty,  and 
also,  as  it  affected  the  revenue,  to  desire  Lord  North's  concurrence. ' 
Thus  far,  you  see,  I  have  anticipated  your  advice.  I  now  enclose  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  which,  if  you  approve  of,  you  may  seal  and  send 
him,  mentioning  I  had  wrote  to  you  on  the  subject.  But,  between  us,  my 
good  Baron,  I  cannot  see  the  Duke  of  Argyll  has  any  thing  to  do  with 
my  county,  or  can  have  any  objection  (indeed  is  not  a  person  to  make 
one,)  to  my  restoring  my  county  to  its  natural  priviledge  my  uncle2  pos- 
sessed me  with,  pointing  out  this  very  event  of  a  new  nomination  to  sett 
all  things  right  again  ;  and  I  know  no  business  any  man  living  has  to 
interfere  in  this,  unless  a  Lord  of  Treasury,  from  the  sordid  motive  of 
saving  100£  or  150£.  I  wish  to  get  this  without  touching  the  Argyll 
Sheriff's  salary,  if  that  can  be  done.  I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me 
about  the  D.  of  A.  However,  you  see  I  submit  my  opinion  to  the 
Baronian  judgement. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Baron. 

Yours  ever,  most  affectionately, 

Bute. 


i  Relative  to  the  restoration  of  the  Bute  Sheriffship.     See  No.  ccc* 
2  Archibald  Duke  of  Argyll. 
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CCCIII. 

MR.  ANDREW  STUART,  M.P.  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Oct.  14,  1775. 
Dear  Baron, 

Yesterday's  post  brought  me  yours  from  Caldwell  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  it  brought  me  the  reproaches,  both  upon  me  and  yourself,  for  our 
being  so  bad  correspondents  at  all  times,  unless  when  there  is  something 
of  real  business  to  write  about.  I  cannot  deny  the  justness  of  this  accu- 
sation, and,  as  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  make  yourself  equally  culpable, 
I  should  be  very  well  satisfied  to  balance  accounts  with  you,  as  to  all  by 
past  offences  of  this  nature,  by  a  mutual  discharge. 

Till  my  election  was  over,  (during  the  course  of  which  you  certainly 
had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  my  letters,)  it  could  not  be 
expected  of  me  that  I  was  to  be  even  a  tolerable  correspondent  on  indif- 
ferent subjects.  Soon  after  that  period,  I  repaired  to  this  place  at  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  and  -when  you  reflect  how  much  my  time  was 
ingrost,  not  only  by  the  attendance  on  the  House,  but  by  various  contests 
in  which  I  was  engaged  on  account  of  my  brother,  and  a  contest  about  my 
own  election,1  &c.  you  will  be  disposed  to  make  some  grains  of  allowance 
for  me  as  a  bad  correspondent  last  winter.  Therefore,  to  reduce  the 
account  between  us  to  its  true  merits,  and  to  the  proper  period  of  time,  I 
stand  chargeable  for  not  writing  to  you  the  various  incidents  during  my 
residence  at  Tunbridge,  and  the  agreable  water  drinking  season  there, 
from  whence  I  returned  only  last  week ;  and  you  stand  accountable  to 
me  for  the  total  want  of  communication  of  your  various  excursions  in 
Scotland,  and  particularly  an  agreable  jant  which  1  hear  you  made 
lately  to  Inverary,  &c.  The  incidents  at  Tunbridge  were,  I  own,  a  very 
fertile  subject,  if  you  have  any  pleasure  in  hearing  of  the  various  amuse- 

1  His  return  (for  Clydesdale)  had  been  disputed,  but  unsuccessfully,  by  his  opponent, 
.Mr.  Campbell  of  Shan-field,  as  described  in  a  previous  letter  not  here  inserted. 
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177,-..  ments  of  a  water  drinking  place,  and  how  many  agreable  partys  we  had 
on  horse  back  and  on  foot;  dancing,  sauntering,  and  avoiding  all  manner 
of  business,  as  is  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  place ;  but,  while  you  are 
so  costive  about  your  amusements  and  party's  in  Scotland,  it  is  a  punish- 
ment you  deserve,  to  be  kept  in  the  dark  about  ours  at  Tunbridge. 

Since  my  return  from  Tunbridge,  the  beginning  of  last  week,  I  made 
an  excursion  to  Lord  Frederick  Campbell's  at  Coomb  Bank,  from  whence 
I  returned  only  last  Tuesday,  after  having  past  some  time  there  very 
agreeably  with  the  same  party  that  had  met  at  Mr.  Rigby's  house  in 
Essex,  in  the  beginning  of  August.  Mr.  Rigby  was  of  the  party  at 
Coombe  Bank,  Sir  Robert  Keith,  Mr.  Drummond,  &c.  &c.  so  you  may 
guess  that  it  was  well  composed. 

I  have  now  settled  in  London,  with  a  fixed  resolution  to  make  no 
more  excursions  till  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  excepting  some  visits  to 
Wedderburn  at  Mitcham.  I  have  seen  very  little  of  him  for  some  months, 
as  he  has  been  rambling  about  in  Yorkshire,  Hampshire,  &c.  and  settled 
at  Mitcham  only  within  these  few  days,  where  I  have  promised  to  be 
with  him  as  much  as  in  my  power,  till  Parliament  meets. 

Arc  you  to  be  at  Edinburgh  before  the  Exchequer  term,  or  before  the 
Scots'  Members  take  their  flight  for  London  ?  or  is  it  your  plan  to  attend 
the  County  meetings  in  Renfrew  or  Lanarkshire  about  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  Election  Laws,  or  the  proposed  addresses  to  the  Throne 
upon  the  present  situation  of  affairs  with  America.  If  there  is  to  be  an 
address  from  the  County  of  Lanark,  to  which  I  can  see  no  objection,  as  so 
many  countys  in  England  have  already  addressed,  and  many  more,  I  am 
told,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  intend  to  do  it,  I  wish  any  address 
that  may  be  intended,  may,  in  the  first  place,  have  the  advantage  of  being 
perused  and  settled  by  you,  so  as  that  it  may  make  its  appearance  in 
London  in  an  elegant  and  judicious  manner.  On  this  and  other  subjects 
I  shall  probably  take  occasion  to  write  to  you  again  very  soon;  meantime  I 
beg  you'll  present  my  compliments  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Mure,  and 
all  your  family,  and  believe  me,  tho'  an  irregular  correspondent, 

Yours,  most  affectionately  and  constantly, 

Ant/'  Stuart. 
London,  Oct,  14,  1775. 
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CCCIV. 

AIR.  ANDREW  STUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  Oct.  20. 
Dear  Baron, 

You'll  begin  to  think  there  is  to  be  no  end  of  my  letters,  and  will 
perhaps  regret  your  own  rashness  in  finding  fault  with  my  former  silence. 
Since  you  was  so  imprudent,  you  must  take  the  consequences.  I  pre- 
sume you  are  anxious  to  know  what  turn  the  American  affairs  are  likely 
to  take  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament;  whether  the  measures  are  to  be 
spirited  and  vigorous,  or  smooth  and  conciliatory.  I  have  some  reason  to 
believe  that  the  measures  will  be  of  the  first  kind.  It  is  perceived  that 
the  plan  of  the  Northern  coloneys  at  least  is  total  independency  of  the 
mother  country,  and  that  nothing  will  bring  them  to  reason,  but  such  an 
exertion  of  the  power  of  this  country,  as  may  convince  these  deluded  people 
of  the  superior  force  of  the  British  arms  and  British  resources.  I  am  told 
that  the  King's  speech,  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  will  be  in  a  very 
firm  tone.  My  brother  at  Torrance  sent  me  lately  some  proposals  which 
have  been  handed  about  amongst  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county, 
about  addressing  the  Throne  on  this  occasion,  and  mentioned  to  me  that 
the  gentlemen,  before  taking  any  decisive  steps,  wished  to  have  my  sen- 
timents as  to  the  propriety  of  an  address  at  this  time.  I  have  delaved 
writing  my  brother  an  answer,  because  I  expected  Lord  Frederick  Camp- 
bell in  town,  and,  as  representative  of  Glasgow,  I  wished  to  act  in  concert 
with  him.  So  soon  as  I  see  Lord  Frederick,  which  will  be  in  a  few  days 
at  latest,  I  shall  write  my  brother,  in  answer  to  his,  on  that  subject.  I 
have  little  doubt  that  Lord  Frederick  will  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  me. 
as  to  the  propriety  of  an  address  from  so  considerable  a  county.  There 
may  perhaps  be  some  delicacy  with  regard  to  such  of  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  as  are  merchants  at  Glasgow,  and  have  property  in  America 
at  the  mercy  of  these  wild  and  deluded  colonists.  It  can  hardly  be  ex- 
pected that  those  who  are  in  such  a  critical  situation  should  sio-n  the 
vol.  n.  2  k 
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1775.  address :  it  is  perhaps  sufficient  for  them  to  be  passive,  without  either 
addressing  or  petitioning.  But,  independent  of  those  who  may  happen 
to  be  in  such  peculiar  circumstances,  I  am  persuaded  that  there  will  be 
many  respectable  names  to  an  address  from  the  county  of  Lanark  on  this 
occasion.  In  the  mean  time,  I  wish  you  would  sound  the  dispositions  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  county  on  this  subject — such  of  them  as  you  may 
happen  to  meet  with.  If  the  meeting  on  the  26th  is  a  pretty  full  meet- 
ing, and  the  company  in  good  humour,  perhaps  that  may  be  a  proper 
time  for  sounding  their  dispositions,  and  making  some  progress  towards 
an  address.  But  I  fancy  there  must  be  a  meeting  regularly  called  by  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county  for  this  particular  business — at  least  that  is  the 
mode  followed  in  this  country. 

When  the  address  is  resolved  upon,  I  must  earnestly  request  that  you 
will  dress  it  up  in  your  best  manner,  so  as  it  may  appear  in  this  part  of 
the  world  to  be  a  manly,  elegant,  and  temperate  address,  from  one  of  the 
most  respectable  countys  in  the  country.  I  find  that  since  the  business 
of  addressing  has  taken  place  in  several  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  much 
wished,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  to  Government  in  the  American  ques- 
tions, that  the  addresses  should  be  as  extensive  as  possible,  especially  from 
the  countys ;  for  it  will  be  presumed  that  those  who  do  not  address  are 
rather  adverse  to  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  American 
contest.  On  this  subject  I  shall  write  to  you  again  more  fully  after  I 
have  had  a  conversation  with  Lord  Frederick  CampbeU. 

Once  more  adieu,  and  believe  me  at  all  times, 
My  dear  Sir, 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

Andrew  Stuart. 

London,  Oct.  20. 
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cccv. 

MR.  DAVID  HUME  TO  BARON  MURE. 

St.  David's  Street,  Oct.  27,  1775. 

Oh,  Dear  Baron,  you  have  thrown  me  into  agonies,  and  almost  into 
convulsions,  by  your  request.  You  ask  what  seems  reasonable,  what 
seems  a  mere  trifle  ;  yet  am  I  so  unfit  for  it,  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  me  to  comply.  You  are  much  fitter  yourself.  That  address,  by 
which  you  gain'd  immortal  honour,  was  done  altogether  without  my 
knowledge — I  mean  that  after  the  suppression  of  the  late  Rebellion. 
Here  is  Lord  Home  teizing  me  for  an  address  from  the  Merse,  and  I  have 
constantly  refused  him.  Besides,  I  am  an  American  in  my  principles, 
and  wish  we  wou'd  let  them  alone,  to  govern  or  misgovern  themselves  as 
they  think  proper.  The  affair  is  of  no  consequence,  or  little  consequence 
to  us.  If  the  county  of  Renfrew  think  it  indispensably  necessary  for 
them  to  interpose  in  public  matters,  I  wish  they  would  advise  the  King 
first  to  punish  those  insolent  rascals  in  London  and  Middlesex,  who  daily 
insult  him  and  the  whole  Legislature,  before  he  thinks  of  America.  Ask 
him  how  he  can  expect  that  a  form  of  government  will  maintain  an  authority 
at  3000  miles'  distance,  when  it  cannot  make  itself  be  respected  or  even  be 
treated  with  common  decency  at  home.  Tell  him  that  Lord  North,  tho' 
in  appearance  a  worthy  gentleman,  has  not  a  head  for  these  great  opera- 
tions, and  that  if  fifty  thousand  men  and  twenty  millions  of  money  were 
entrusted  to  such  a  lukewarm  coward  as  Gage,  they  never  could  produce 
any  effect.  These  are  objects  worthy  of  the  respectable  county  of  Ren- 
frew, not  mauling  the  poor  unfortunate  Americans  in  the  other  hemi- 
sphere. 

In  return  for  my  thus  sketching  out  to  you  the  object  of  an  address, 
I  have  a  favour  to  ask  of  you.     Dr.  Trail,  the  Professor  of  Divinity,'  is 

1   In  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
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1775.  dead,  and  now  knows  whether  there  be  any  truth  in  all  those  doctrines 
which  he  taught,  and  of  which  he  did  not  believe  a  word  while  alive.  Dr. 
Wight  is  a  candidate  for  the  Chair.2  I  know  you  wish  him  well,  and  will 
favour  him  ;  but  will  you  do  it  with  sufficient  zeal  ?  I  wish  you  wou'd 
exert  yourself.  He  is  a  sensible,  good-humoured,  gentleman-like  fellow, 
and  as  sound  and  orthodox  as  you  cou'd  wish.  If  you  can  engage  the 
Principal  in  his  interests,  it  will  be  a  great  point  gain'd.  Wight  is  much 
connected  with  all  our  friends  here,  whom  I  know  you  wish  to  oblige. 

You  are  to  be  at  Hamilton,  I  hear,  some  day  next  week.  Tell  me  the 
day ;  I  will  meet  you  at  Coltness;  that  is,  weather,  health,  and  humour 
serving. 

Yours,  D.  H. 

To  the  Honble. 

Baron  Mure, 

at  Caldwell,  near  Glasgow. 


CCCV.* 

DR.  JOHN  MOORE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Venice,  Oct.  31,  1775. 

I  received  your  letter,  my  dear  Baron,  from  Inverary,  the  17th  of 
Sept.  I  had  so  many  things  to  do  in  preparation  for  this  journey,1 
(which,  instead  of  being  retarded,  as  you  might  naturally  expect,  was 
hurried  on  by  your  letters,)  that  it  was  not  then  in  my  power  to  write  to 
you.  The  Duchess  insinuates  that  my  desire  to  see  Italy  might  be  the 
cause  of  the  Duke's  resolution  ;  and  this  on  no  other  foundation  than  my 
having  acknowledged  in  my  letter  that  I  had  that  desire  ;  tho'  I  assured 

2  Dr.  James  Baillie  was   appointed.     Dr.  Wyght  (at  this   time  Professor  of  Church 
History  in  the  same  College,)  succeeded  Baillie  in  1778. 
1  See  No.  ccxcrx.* 
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her,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  should  not  bias  my  conduct,  or  prevent  1775. 
my  using  what   influence  I   have  with   the  Duke   to  incline   him  to  act 
agreably  to  her  Grace's  wishes,  and  the  advice  of  his  Tutors.     I  hope, 
my  dear  Baron,  I  shall  one  day  have  it  in  my  power  to  prove  that  I  have 
acted  steadily  in  conformity  to  this  assurance,  and  that  no  man  has  ever 
been  actuated  in  a  smaller  degree  by  personal  or  private  views  than  I 
have  been,  in  the  whole  of  my  behaviour  relative  to  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton.    Tho'  this  will  support  me,  yet  I  own  such  insinuations  are  very 
discouraging,  and  have  affected  me  perhaps  too  much.     You  seem,  my 
dear  Baron,  to  disapprove  of  my  having  taking  my  son'2  along  with  us, 
and  you  imagine  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  boy  if  I  had  left  him 
at  Geneva.     If  I  had  been  in  circumstances  to  have  left  him  under  the 
care  of  a  Tutor  particularly  attached  to  him,  and   who   would  have 
watched  over  his  morals  as  well  as  studies,  I  might  have    followed  that 
plan.     But  I  have  seen  too  much  of  the  cruel  indifference  of  mankind,  to 
expect  that  he  would  have  found  such  a  guardian  as  I  imagine  he  re- 
quires in  any  person  with  whom  I  would  have  left  him  there,  especially 
when  I  should  be  at  a  distance.     I  revolved  this  long  in  my  mind,  and 
found  at  length  that  my  head  and  heart  equally  forbad  it.    I  endeavoured, 
however,  to  make  him  profit  as  much  as  his  situation  would  allow,  and 
to  prevent,  all  in  my  power,  the  bad  effects  of  our  unsettled  state.     To 
this  purpose  my  first  care  in   every  place  was  to  board  him  in  some 
clergyman  or  Professor's  house,  at  so  much  by  the  month,  where  he  was 
attended  by  such  masters  as  I  thought  requisite.     This  was  the  case  at 
Frankfort,  at  Brunswick,  and  at  Berlin  ;  not  indeed  at  Cassel,  because  I 
expected  and  wished  to  remove  every  day ;  nor  at  Vienna,  where  I  could 
find  no  boarding  house,  but  where  he  studied  six  hours  every  day.    That 
the  boy  was  sometimes  taken  notice  of  by  the  princes,  &c.  was  partly 
owing  to  their  politeness,  and  partly  to  his   personal  qualities.     It  was 
never  my  wish  to  give  him  vain  ideas  of  grandeur  ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
took  particular  care  to  explain  to  him  that  all  the  favour  that  was  shown 
to  him  proceeded  from  the  regard  the  people  had  for  the  Duke,  and  that 

2  Afterwards  Sir  John  Moore. 
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1775.  he  had  nothing  to  support  him  from  neglect  but  his  personal  talents ; 
that  tho'  a  man  of  rank  or  riches  might  receive  the  appearance  of  esteem, 
yet  one  who  wanted  these  must  inevitably  be  neglected,  if  he  had  not 
talents  and  sagacity.  I  believe  he  is  sufficiently  convinced  of  this  ;  and 
I  would  fain  hope  his  miscellaneous  education  may,  on  the  whole,  not  be 
such  a  loss  to  him,  as  he  is  destined  to  be  a  soldier,  and  as  I  am  persuad- 
ed, if  he  meets  with  a  little  protection  at  the  beginning,  he  will  make  an 
excellent  officer.  You  say  it  might  have  been  more  for  his  benefit,  my 
ease,  and  the  Duke's  convenience,  to  have  left  him  at  Geneva.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  answer  the  first.  With  regard  to  my  ease,  I  shall  only 
say  he  has  been  a  very  great  comfort  to  me  during  my  absence  from  all 
the  rest  of  my  family.  I  hope  this  comfort  will  not  be  grudged  me,  for 
I  should  have  been  very  uneasy,  and  even  unhappy,  to  have  left  him  be- 
hind. As  to  the  Duke's  conveniency,  we  have  always  had  two  chaises ; 
the  Duke  and  I  in  one  ;  Jack,  Mr.  Templeton,  and  a  young  boy,  whom 
the  Duke  took  into  his  service  at  Lausanne,  are  in  another — and  some- 
times a  footman  besides  these  three  ;  for  this  last  is  a  German  chaise, 
made  to  hold  two  within  and  two  without.  This  is  the  constant  manner 
of  travelling  in  Germany,  where  a  nobleman  of  the  highest  rank  is  often 
in  the  chaise  with  his  valet  de  chambre  and  two  or  perhaps  three  livery 
servants.  My  son's  travelling,  therefore,  does  not  add  to  his  Grace's 
expences.  When  he  is  boarded,  I  pay  the  board  ;  and  at  the  inns  on 
the  road  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  must  always  order  his  meals  at  such  a 
price  that  not  one  only  but  six  persons,  besides  his  Grace  and  me,  might 
eat  with  us  ;  and,  if  Jack  had  not  been  Avith  us,  I  could  not  have  ordered 
the  Duke's  meals  at  a  price  below  what  is  done — so  that  my  son  has  not 
cost  the  Duke  a  single  farthing  in  any  shape  whatever.  If  the  hint 
about  the  Duke's  conveniency  came  from  her  Grace,  I  beg  you  will  ex- 
plain this  to  her,  and  let  her  know  that  the  boy's  being  with  us  was  highly 
agreable  to  his  Grace. 

We  came  to  Venice  from  Vienna,  not  by  the  Tyrol,  but  by  a  shorter 
way,  through  Stiria  and  Carniola.  The  Duke  wished  to  have  embarked 
at  Trieste,  and  crossed  the  Adriatic  ;  but  the  weather  was  tempestuous, 
and  I  persuaded  him  to  keep  on  terra  firma.     Our  journey  was  horridly 
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fatiguing.  The  inns  were  so  bad,  that  we  always  travelled  all  night.  1775. 
Eight  days,  without  throwing  off  one's  clothes,  is  disagreable  at  my  age.  I 
can  say  little  of  Venice,  being  just  arrived.  The  Duke  of  Glocester 
was  despaired  of,  and  is  now  quite  well.  He  is  at  present  at  Padua  ; 
we  have  the  lodgings  he  had,  and  on  condition  to  relinquish  them  if  he 
returns.     Our  stay  here  will  be  short. 

The  prospect  you  have  of  satisfaction  in  your  two  sons  gives  me  real 
pleasure.  If  they  do  not  turn  out  both  worthy  and  accomplished,  I  shall 
be  much  disappointed.  I  formed  the  best  opinion  of  them  at  Paris.  I 
have  not  had  the  smallest  intelligence  of  the  seal.3  There  is  nothing  but 
disappointments  in  this  world.  Vienna  is  infinitely  the  most  agreable 
town  in  Germany,  and  for  many  reasons  which  I  cannot  now  enumerate, 
but  which  I  will  mention  if  you  desire  it.  It  was  the  best  place  for  the 
Duke  to  have  made  a  long  stay  at ;  and,  had  my  desire  to  see  Italy  been 
greater,  that  consideration,  and  the  personal  attention  I  received  from 
people  of  the  highest  rank,  would  more  than  have  balanced  it.  But  the 
desire  to  see  Italy  in  his  Grace  was  not  to  be  resisted.  However,  I  be- 
lieve our  stay  will  be  short.  Our  plan  is  this :  we  shall  set  out  in  eight 
or  ten  days  for  Bologna,  and  thence  by  Loretto,  to  Rome  ;  afterwards  to 
Naples ;  then  return  to  Rome,  and,  after  some  stay  there,  to  Florence 
and  Milan ;  from  whence  we  may  either  go  to  Turin,  and  so  cross  Mont 
Cenis  to  Switzerland  and  France  ;  or,  if  you  do  not  wish  the  Duke's  re- 
turn immediately,  I  believe  he  might  be  induced  to  leave  Turin  unseen, 
and  cross  from  Milan  to  Vienna,  there  to  remain  a  few  months,  and  so 
return  by  Flanders,  Holland,  and  France. 

We  are  just  returnedfrom  the  arsenal,  where  we  accompanied  L'Archi- 
duc  et  Duchesse  de  Milan,  who  left  Vienna  a  few  days  before  us.  She 
is  a  worthy  woman;  he  "un  peu  bete,  d'ailleurs  le  meilleur  garcon  du 
monde." 

Pray,  my  dear  Baron,  write  me  soon ;    do  not  procrastinate,  that  I 

3  A  seal,  with  armorial  bearings,  commissioned  by  the  Doctor  from  Scotland.  This 
was  done  for  the  purpose  of  more  firmly  establishing  his  gentility,  which  it  seems  had 
occasionally  been  called  in  question,  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  as  not  altogether  compa- 
tible with  the  medical  profession. 
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1775,  may  have  the  pleasure  of  a  letter  from  you  soon  after  our  arrival  at  Rome. 
Mention  what  I  hint  to  the  Duchess,  and  let  me  know  your  minds. 
Adieu.  If  the  highest  friendship  and  esteem  can  command  regard,  I 
deserve  some  from  you. 

J.  Moore. 


CCCVI. 

LORD  MOUNTSTUART  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Hill  Street,  November  1,  1775. 

My  dear  Baron, 

Colonel  Edmonstoune  has  desired  me  to  apply  for  a  professorship  in 
the  gift  of  the  Crown,  for  a  friend  of  his,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Wight,  upon 
the  supposition  that  he  is  removed ;  I  have  accordingly  got  the  promise 
of  it ;  but  it  seems,  to  forward  the  Colonel's  wishes,  it  is  also  necessary 
to  support  Dr.  Wight,  which  is  the  cause  of  my  writing  to  you  ;  to  beg 
you  will  use  your  interest  with  the  Glasgow  Professors  in  Dr.  Wight's 
favour,  and,  if  the  using  my  name  will  be  of  any  service,  to  beg  you  will 
make  use  of  it.  I  have,  of  my  own  accord,  taken  a  resolution  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  raise  the  Scotch  Militia ;  thinking  that, 
when  a  bill  is  passing  to  empower  the  King  to  raise  the  English,  is  the 
lucky  moment  for  such  an  attempt,  and  which,  if  not  laid  hold  of,  such 
a  scheme  will  be  for  ever  lost.  I  have  gain'd  many  of  the  Opposition  to 
support  me,  and,  what  is  more,  I  have  gained  Lord  North  ;  but  I  find 
a  lukewarmness  in  my  own  countrymen.  Surely  that  noble  spirit 
Avhich  broke  out  when  the  last  attempt  was  made  is  not  totally 
extinguished.  Shall  I  not  be  supported  by  the  country  ?  I  would 
fain  hope  that  you  and  some  of  your  friends  could  contrive  to  revive 
that  spirit;  should  it  be  so,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  find  my- 
self the  instrument  of  removing  the  most  invidious  distinction  that  ever 
existed  between  two  countries   united  together.     I  think   the   bill  will 
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pass,  if  not  objected  to  by  the  country  itself.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  I  1775. 
should  at  least  have  the  satisfaction,  all  my  hfe,  of  thinking  that  I  was 
the  person  who  stood  forth  in  support  of  a  measure  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  wiped  out  a  stain  disgraceful  to  the  country,  would  be  of 
the  greatest  utility.  Adieu,  my  dear  Baron.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you 
soon,  and  that  the  Poker  Club1  is  revived,  and  that  I  am  very  popular 
amongst  the  members. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

MoUNTSTUART. 

I  understand  it  is  proposed  to  send  the  English  Militia,  when  rais'd, 
(that  is  to  say,  so  many  regiments,)  to  garrison  Scotland.  Cannot  the 
Scotch  defend  themselves  ? 


CCCVII. 

LIST  OF  PROPER  PERSONS  FOR  LORDS  LIEUTENANTS  OF  COUNTIES  OR 
COLONELS  OF  MILITIA.1' 

Aberdeen — I  suppose  the  Duke  of  Gordon ;  but  do  not  exactly  know. 

Ayr — The  Earls  of  Eglintoun  and  Loudoun  have  both  pretensions.  To 
remove  the  competition,  Lord  Loudoun  might  be  appointed  for  the 
county  of  Air,  of  which  he  was  High  Sherif  for  life,  till  the  Juris- 
diction Act  took  place;  and  Lord  Eglintoun  might  be  named  for 
Renfrewshire. 

Argyll — The  Duke  of  Argyll  can't  have  a  competitor :  he  already  com- 
mands the  whole  county. 

1  "  The  Poker  Club  was  instituted  in  1762,  at  a  time  when  Scotland  was  refused  a 
"  militia,  and  thought  herself  affronted  by  the  refusal.  .  .  .  The  name  of  the  Club 
"  '  The  Poker,'  was  chosen  from  a  quaint  sort  of  allusion  to  the  principles  it  was  originally 
"  meant  to  excite ;  as  a  Club  to  stir  up  the  fire  and  spirit  of  the  nation." — Mackenzie's 
Life  of  John  Home,  p.  26. 

l'  In  Baron  Mure's  hand — no  date ;  but  seems  to  be  connected  with  foregoing  letter. 
The  original  document  is  without  title;  that  here  given  is  supplied  conjecturally  by  the 
compiler. 
vol.  n.  2  l 
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1775.  Bute — The  Earl  of  Bute  in  the  same  situation  with  respect  to  his  county ; 
and,  besides,  proprietor  of  near  two-thirds  of  it. 

Banff — I  do  not  know  that  county  :  the  Earl  of  Findlater  and  Lord  Fife 
may  both  contend  for  it. 

Berwick — The  Earl  of  Home,  the  greatest  family ;  the  Earl  of  March- 
mont,  the  greatest  property  and  influence.  The  one  who  is  most 
zealous  for  the  Militia,  and  will  have  the  service  most  at  heart,  might 
be  preferred. 

Caithness — I  can  say  nothing  about  this  county. 

Sutherland — The  family  of  the  greatest  distinction  there  is  the  Earl  of 
Sutherland.  It  is  at  present  represented  by  an  infant  girl,  Countess 
in  her  own  right.  Her  guardian  and  nearest  male  relation  is  Mr. 
Wemyss,  Member  for  the  county ;  but  he  does  not  reside,  and  I 
imagine  has  no  property  there.  The  next  family  is  Mackay,  Lord 
Rae.  The  present  Lord  is  an  idiot.  His  uncle,  guardian,  and  heir 
is  George  Mackay,  who  sat  long  in  Parliament,  is  now  Master  of 
the  Mint  in  Scotland,  and  resides  upon  his  estate  in  the  county. 
He  was  in  the  army  in  his  younger  days. 

Dumfries — The  Duke  of  Queensberry  can't  have  a  competitor. 

Dumbarton — The  Duke  of  Argyll  has  the  chief  interest  in  that  county ; 
but  if  'tis  intended  that  no  one  person  should  be  Commissioner  for 
two  counties,  his  brother,  Lord  F.  C,  might,  with  great  propriety, 
be  appointed.     He  has  an  estate  and  residence  in  the  county. 

Edinburgh — The  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  from  every  consideration  of  rank, 
influence,  and  residence. 

§in      (.  I  do  not  know  these  Northern  parts. 
Nairn — ) 

Kinross — I  know  of  no  Peers  in  that  small  county.     John  Adam  has  a 

good  estate  in  it,  and  will  be  a  very  fit  man  for  this  new  office.    He 

is  a  member  of  the  Poker  Club. 
Forfar — The  Earl  of  Strathmore  or  Lord  Panmure.     I  don't  pretend  to 

decide  between  them. 
Haddington — In  this  county  there  is  the  Earl  of  Haddington  and  Lord 

Elibank,  either  of  whom  would  do  very  well.     It  would  please  the 
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latter,  and  might  probably  take  him  off  from  his  opposition   in  the  1775. 
elections  of  the  Scotch  Peers.     He  was  long  in  the  army,  in  his 
younger  days,  and  says  he  is  the  oldest  Captain  in  the  King's  ser- 
vice.    I  don't  mention  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale  ;  he  is  superannu- 
ated, and  quite  retired. 

Inverness — General  Fraser.  His  situation  is  well  known,  and  no  doubt 
he  has  the  best  pretensions,  if  the  Duke  of  Gordon  be  provided 
elsewhere. 

Kincardine — Lord  Adam  Gordon  represents  it.  I  don't  know  what 
Peers  have  property  or  reside  in  it. 

Kircudbright — The  Earl  of  Selkirk,  if  he  likes  Militia,  which  might  be 
inquired  into.  He  is  particular  in  some  of  his  political  notions;  but, 
as  he  is  a  man  of  worth  and  primitive  principles,  he'll  probably  be 
fond  of  renewing  this  ancient  constitutional  establishment.  He  has 
his  residence  and  fortune  in  the  Stewarty.  There  is  no  other  peer 
to  compete  with  him,  if  Lord  Galloway  be  named  for  the  county. 

Hamilton — The  Duke  of  Hamilton,  besides  every  other  claim,  has  the 
fourth  part  of  the  valuation  of  the  whole  county,  tho'  'tis  one  of  the 
most  opulent  in  North  Britain.  'Tis  true  he  is  abroad,  and  under 
age  ;  but  deputy  commissions  might  be  named  to  act  till  he  returns, 
and  is  of  age.  Both  will  take  place  in  about  a  year  after  his  ap- 
pointment. 

Linlithgow — There  are  the  Earls  of  Hopetoun  and  Roseberry.  The 
latter  would  have  activity  ;  the  former  bestows  so  much  of  it  on  his 
private  affairs,  that  he  has  none  to  give  to  those  of  the  public.  Con- 
sult Sir  W.  Cuningham. 

<;         i  Sir  Laurence  Dundass.     There  is  nobody  else. 
Zetland         ) 

Peebles — The  Earl  of  March  has  every  title. 

Perth — The  Duke  of  Atholl  has  rank,  residence,  and  fortune.  There 
are  other  Peers — Breadalbane  and  Kinnoul.  In  that  great  county, 
which  is  apportioned  to  near  one-tenth  of  the  whole  of  Scotland,  'tis 
to  be  hoped  the  chief  consideration  will  be  to  promote  the  service, 
and  to  have  the  duty  properly  done. 
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1775.  Renfrew — The  Earl  of  Eglintoun  has  the  largest  estate  in  the  county, 

and  was  formerly  heritable  Sheriff. 
Ross — There  are  no  Peers  of  Scotland  belonging  to  that  county.     Mr. 

Mackenzie,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  has  the  principal  interest  in  it, 

and  has  long  represented  it. 
Cromerty — That  single  county,  I  imagine,  has  no  Peers.     Old  Sir  J. 

Gordon,  I  imagine,  is  the  principal  gentleman. 
Roxburgh — The  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  'tis  to  be  supposed,  if  the  Duke  of 

Buccleuch  be  named  for  Edinburgh.     Consult  Sir  G.  Elliot 


CCCVIII. 

Copy  Letter  of  uncertain  date  :    BARON  MURE  TO  THE  CONVENER  OF  COM- 
MITTEE OF  COUNTY  OF  AYR  RELATIVE  TO  NEW  LAW  OF  ENTAIL. 

Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  your  letter,  acquainting  me  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  general  meeting,  to  consider  of  the  heads  of 
a  bill,  laid  before  them  by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  for  considering  the 
laws  relating  to  entails. 

Though  you  inform  me  that  those  who  do  not  signify  their  dissent 
from  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  are  understood  to  concur  in  it,  yet,  as 
I  cannot  conveniently  be  present  on  the  21st  instant,  I  would  not  chuse 
my  sentiments,  upon  a  subject  of  such  general  importance,  should,  in  the 
County  where  I  reside,  be  exprest  only  by  my  silence  ;  after  having  given 
them  explicitly  in  another  place,  when  the  Court  of  Exchequer  declared 
their  unanimous  approbation,  to  the  Dean  and  Faculty  of  Advocates,  of 
the  measures  pursued  by  that  learned  body. 

I  have  ever  looked  upon  entails  as  equally  pernicious  to  public  and 
private  interests.  By  excluding  land,  the  most  valuable  subject  of  com- 
merce, from  the  acquisition  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
industrious,  they  transmit  it  unalterably  through  a  few  hands,  contrary  to 
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the  first  maxims  of  a  free  constitution,  which  must  always  rest  for  its  1775. 
foundation  on  an  extensive  distribution  of  property.  Nor  are  entails  a  less 
impediment  in  private  life,  by  laying  cruel  fetters  on  the  activity,  often 
upon  the  natural  affections  of  an  helpless  life-renter,  deprived  of  credit, 
and  of  every  resource  from  his  fortune,  and  mocked  at  the  same  time  with 
the  empty  appellation  of  proprietor. 

Upon  the  whole,  they  tend  to  no  other  purpose,  in  my  apprehension, 
than  to  set  up  the  vain  idea  of  fixing  the  nominal  duration  of  particular 
families,  beyond  the  natural  course  of  human  contingencies,  in  opposition, 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  human  society,  and  a  tender  regard  for 
our  offspring. 


CCCIX. 


[Date  uncertain.] 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  COUNTY  OF  RENFREW  AS  TO  AUGMENTATION  OF 
MINISTERS'  STIPENDS. 

We,  the  gentlemen  heritors  of  the  county  of  Renfrew,  at  a  meeting 
appointed  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the  scheme  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  minister's  stipends,  and  an  application  to  Parliament  for 
that  end,  do  absolutely  disapprove  of  the  same,  and  that  for  the  following- 
reasons  : — 

1.  Because  we  conceive  that  the  provision,  already  granted  by  law 
for  the  support  of  the  clergy,  bears  a  much  higher  proportion  to  the 
wealth  of  this  country  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  Protestant  country 
in  Europe;  and  that  as  poorness  and  richness  are  only  relative  terms,  the 
clergy  who  possess  the  greatest  share  of  the  property  of  the  country  where 
they  are  established  are  the  best  endowed,  and  have  therefore  the  least 
claim  for  an  augmentation. 

2.  Because  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  ministers  of  this  Church 
are  defective  in  the  proper  execution  of  any  part  of  their  functions,  by 
reason  of  the  supposed  smallness  of  their  livings.     On  the   contrary. 
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1775.  we  apprehend  their  decent  and  sober  manners,  their  regular  lives,  their 
diligence  and  assiduity  in  every  branch  of  their  duty,  qualities  by  which 
they  are  so  remarkably  distinguished,  are  in  great  measure  owing  to  the 
moderate  and  nearly  equal  appointments  assigned  them  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  laws,  that  equally  remove  them  from  sinking  into  meanness  or 
from  aspiring  to  grandeur ;  that  are  sufficient  to  answer  all  tbe  calls  of 
humble  temperance  and  frugality,  but  were  never  meant  to  afford  sup- 
plies to  the  shew  of  pride  or  the  wastes  of  luxury. 

3.  Because  the  proposed  augmentation,  destitute  as  it  is  in  our 
judgement  of  every  argument  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  interest  of  true 
religion  or  good  policy,  would  fall  a  very  heavy  burden  upon  the  landed 
interest  of  Scotland,  amounting  to  a  greater  sum  than  the  full  amount  of 
our  present  land  tax;  a  burden  that  would  be  still  more  severely  felt  if 
imposed  in  a  partial  and  confined  manner,  as  is  projected,  upon  those  funds 
only  which,  in  the  days  of  Popish  ignorance  and  superstition,  were  indeed 
looked  upon  as  the  property  of  the  clergy,  but,  since  the  happy  sera  of 
the  Reformation,  have  been  acquired  and  possest  by  individuals  upon  the 
faith  of  law,  upon  the  faith  of  purchase,  and  upon  the  faith  of  above  a 
century  of  prescription. 

4.  Because,  when  we  consider  the  almost  universal  disapprobation  of 
this  measure  that  has  been  so  strongly  exprest  by  all  ranks  of  the  laity, 
together  with  the  uncommon  cagernes  and  impetuosity  with  which  it  has 
been  pursued  by  a  great  majority  of  the  clergy,  we  are  extremely  appre- 
hensive that  a  very  dangerous,  though,  we  still  hope,  an  injurious  con- 
struction may  too  speciously  be  put  upon  the  behaviour  of  the  latter ; 
as  if,  from  lucrative  and  selfish  views  of  their  own,  they  were  determined 
to  set  themselves  up  in  open  defiance  to  the  whole  civil  interests  of  the 
country :  which  supposition,  however  groundless,  may  tend  to  impress 
people's  minds  with  strong  prejudices  and  resentment.  But  were  that 
unhappy  project  to  take  place,  this  temporary  chagrin,  thus  daily  irritated 
by  the  opposition  of  interfering  interests,  and  by  litigious  struggles,  would 
soon  be  kindled  into  a  lasting  enmity ;  and  since  hate  begets  hate,  a 
clergy  once  become  obnoxious  will  soon  become  exasperated.  An  aversion 
to  give  and  an  aversion  to  receive  instruction,  would  then  keep  pace  with 
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each  other.  The  reverence  due  to  the  sacred  character  of  the  teachers  177-5. 
of  righteousness,  and  the  parental  tenderness  they  owe  to  those  entrusted 
to  their  care,  would  be  lost  together.  While  dissension  and  strife  would 
sever  the  bonds  of  that  union  which  has  hitherto  so  amicably  sub- 
sisted. How  fatal  such  dispositions  must  prove  to  the  great  interests 
of  religion  and  virtue,  those  alone  who  are  friends  to  neither  can  con- 
template without  concern. 

In  order  therefore  to  avert  the  mischiefs  attending  this  scheme,  we 
are  determined  to  oppose  it  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  and  for  this 

purpose  we  appoint as  a  standing 

Committee  of  our  number,  to  concert  with  the  Committee  already  named 
for  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  concur  in  the  execution  of  such 
measures  as  by  them  jointly  shall  be  thought  most  proper  for  conducting 
the  common  opposition.  We  further  empower  our  Committee  to  make 
demands,  for  what  sums  of  money  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  that 
end,  upon  Archibald  Gilchrist,  our  Clerk  ;  which  demands  we  have  this 
day  bound  ourselves  to  make  good,  by  a  signed  obligation,  to  be  deposited 
in  his  hands. 

Signed  in  our  presence,  and  by  our  appointment,  by     . 


CORRESPONDENCE 


PROFESSOR  JARDINE  WITH  BARON  MURE. 


CONCLUSION. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  PROFESSOR  JARDINE 


BARON    MURE. 


cccx. 

MR.  JARDINE '    TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  Oct.  15,  1771. 
Sir, 

We  arrived  here  this  forenoon  about  twelve  o'clock,  all  in  good 
health  and  spirits.     We  had  time  to  have  reached  Paris  last  night  about 

1  Mr.  George  Jardine  was  born  at  Wandal,  in  the  Upper  Ward  of  Lanarkshire,  in 
]  712.  He  completed  his  course  of  academical  education  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
and  graduated  as  a  licentiate  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  In  1771  he  was  appointed  tutor 
to  the  two  sons  of  the  Baron,  with  whom  he  resided  in  Paris,  at  M.  Bruneteau's  pension, 
under  the  circumstances  described  in  the  following  Letters.  On  his  return  from  France,  in 
1773,  he  was  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Humanity  in  Glasgow ;  but  in  1774 
was  appointed  assistant  and  successor  to  Mr.  Clow,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Rhetoric  in 
that  University.  During  fifty  years  he  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  with  remarkable 
diligence  and  zeal ;  exerting  himself,  with  acknowledged  success,  to  infuse,  into  the  more 
speculative  elements  of  the  science  he  taught,  that  spirit  of  practical  utility  which,  in  one 
of  lils  letters  in  the  sequel,  he  describes  as  hitherto  wanting  to  render  it  really  beneficial 
to  the  studeut  in  the  active  duties  or  pursuits  of  after  life.  In  1824,  being  then  eighty- 
two  years  of  age,  he  retired  from  teaching,  when  his  former  pupils,  in  testimony  of  respect 
and  gratitude  for  his  services,  invited  him  to  a  public  dinner  in  the  Town  Hall  of  the  city 
It  was  attended  by  upwards  of  two  hundred  gentlemen.     The  chair  was  filled  by  the  late 
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1771.  nine,  but  I  thought  that  hour  rather  inconvenient  to  come  to  this  place, 
and  beat  up  Monsieur  Bruneteau's  quarters.  We  chose  rather  to  stay 
at  Chantilly,  and  were  all  highly  entertained  with  visiting  the  elegant 
habitation  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  at  that  place. 

Monsieur  Bruneteau  dined  this  day  with  Vicomte  Choiseul,  but  was 
sent  for  and  returned  immediately.  We  talked  over  matters  as  fully  as 
we  could  for  an  hour  or  two — went  through  all  the  Lodgings — read  over 
the  prospectus,  and,  after  as  much  information  as  the  short  time  would 
admit,  I  thought  it  would  be  agreeable  for  you  to  know,  that,  upon  the 
whole,  I  am  well  pleased  with  our  prospect,  and  hope  that  it  will  answer 
our  expectations.  Monsieur  Bruneteau  seems  a  sensible  good-natured 
man,  and  I  expect  to  have  all  my  demands  of  him.  Every  thing  is  clean 
and  regular  about  lodgings,  &c.  The  boys  have  gone  round  with  me, 
and  have  heard  as  much  as  concerns  them.  They  seem  pleased,  but  you 
may  expect  more  particulars  soon. 

I  beg  you  will  excuse  this  hurried  letter.      I  hope  it  will  reach  you 
before  you  leave  England,     The  boys  beg  their  love  and  duty  to  their 
mother  and  you.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

G.  Jardine. 

CCCXI. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  Nov.  14,  1771. 
Sir, 

I  informed  you  in  my  last,  that,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  from  the 
experience  of  two  days,  every  thing  here  corresponded  very  much  to  the 

Colonel  Mure  of  Caldwell,  (the  compiler's  father) ;  and  the  present  Marquis  of  Breadal- 
bane,  who  had  studied  in  Glasgow,  came  from  a  great  distance  to  officiate  as  vice-presi- 
dent. Mr.  Jardine  died  on  the  27th  January,  1827,  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 
He  married  Miss  Lindsay  of  Glasgow,  in  1776  ;  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  the  present 
John  Jardine,  Esq.  advocate,  Sheriff  of  Ross  and  Cromarty. 
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ideas  we  had  entertained.  I  can  now  assure  you  of  the  same  thing  on  1771. 
much  better  grounds.  M.  Bruneteau  is  a  good-natured  well-bred  man, 
and,  to  do  him  justice,  has  more  both  of  sense  and  science  than  I  had 
calculated  for  him.  He  has  acquired  some  character  in  his  profession, 
and  seems  very  attentive  to  preserve  it,  both  by  his  own  conduct  and  the 
choice  of  his  assistants.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  external  order 
and  decorum  of  his  pension,  in  every  particular,  even  to  the  conduct  of 
the  domestics,  who  are  turned  off  the  moment  they  discover  themselves 
unqualified  to  be  among  young  folks.  His  administration,  in  general,  has 
nothing  in  it  harsh  or  severe,  but  is  rather  of  the  mild  and  gentle  kind. 
Every  hour  of  the  day  is  regularly  filled  with  business  or  amusement. 
When  I  examined  his  calendar,  I  thought  it  crowded  with  business ;  but 
now,  from  the  frequency  of  holidays,  and  other  occasional  interruptions,  I 
find  there  will  be  no  inconvenience  from  that  particular.  Great  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  their  diet  and  lodging  ;  each  of  them  has  their  own  bed — 
only  four  in  one  apartment,  with  a  domestic— every  thing  kept  clean  and 
neat,  and  the  house  remarkably  well  situated.  The  breakfast,  which 
consists  of  as  much  bread  and  water  as  they  chuse,  is  the  only  excep- 
tionable particular.  I  consulted  them  privately  about  it,  and  intended  to 
petition  M.  Bruneteau  for  the  privilege  of  strangers ;  but  your  sons 
would  not  hear  of  it.  They  were  never  in  better  health,  or  looked  bet- 
ter ;  and,  while  that  is  the  case,  I  do  not  intend  to  interfere. 

After  we  had  been  about  ten  days  here,  I  thought  proper  to  beg  a 
private  conversation  with  M.  Bruneteau.  We  read  over  his  prospectus, 
and  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  particular  classes  and  branches  that  we  had 
chiefly  in  view.  1  told  him  that  arithmetic,  geometry,  geography,  and 
history  were  objects  of  great  importance  to  us,  and  that  our  success  would 
be  chiefly  judged  of  from  our  improvement  in  these  branches  ;  that  danc- 
ing, drawing,  &c.  Avould  also  be  expected  on  their  return  from  Paris — a 
place  so  celebrated  for  genteel  accomplishments.  The  Latin  I  proposed 
not  to  trouble  him  with,  and  should  he  accountable  for  their  progress.  1 
informed  him  also,  as  far  as  I  thought  proper,  of  the  plan  of  life  and  ob- 
jects that  might  one  day  be  before  them — told  him  that  to  speak  and  write 
elegantly  was  the  foundation  of  the  most  important  and  flattering  distinc- 
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1771.  tions  in  Britain,  and  begged  bis  assistance  in  every  tbing  which  could 
turn  their  early  attention  to  these  objects — even  in  every  thing  which 
respected  their  pronunciation,  tone  of  voice,  &c.  You  may  believe  that 
these  remarks  were  intermingled  with  not  a  little  about  the  confidence 
vou  reposed  in  him,  and  the  expectations  you  had  formed  from  bis  cha- 
racter ;  and,  though  be  does  not  understand  one  word  of  English,  and  I 
certainly  could  not  pay  him  compliments  very  elegantly  in  French,  yet  I 
found  the  general  observation  true — they  were  well  received.  I  told  him, 
further,  that,  since  I  was  here,  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  trouble  them 
Avith  the  French  pronunciation  of  the  Latin,  which  indeed  would  have 
been  a  disadvantage,  though  not  the  only  one ;  for  the  truth  is,  that 
they  would  have  returned  with  much  less  than  they  carried  with  them. 
Latin  is  of  no  repute  here.  His  oldest  scholars  of  sixteen  or  seventeen 
have  neither  read  nor  understood  the  half  of  what  they  do  at  present. 
We  readily  agreed  about  the  time  they  were  to  spend  with  me.  The 
public  hours  of  Latin  and  German,  (which  is  of  as  much  repute  here  as 
the  French  is  with  us,)  fell  to  my  share. 

M.  Brunetcau  teaches  the  Geography  and  History  class  himself,  and 
will  there  particularly  attend  to  their  speaking  and  writing  French,  as 
these  exercises  comprehend  both.  He  has  a  very  neat  theatre  within 
his  pension  for  public  exercises,  and  for  acting  plays,  which  he  has  been 
accustomed  to  do,  with  the  assistance  of  one  or  two  actors  of  respectable 
characters,  and  has  found  his  advantage  in  it  with  regard  to  his  students. 
He  has  of  late  fitted  it  up  very  elegantly,  and  intends  immediately  to 
add  to  his  prospectus,  another  article — viz.  of  Public  Declamation.  I 
hope  to  make  some  advantage  of  such  public  exercises ;  but  as  nothing- 
has  been  done  in  that  way  since  our  arrival,  on  account  of  the  repairs  of 
the  theatre,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a  better  account  in  some  future 
letter.1 

1  A  few  additional  notices  relative  to  this  curious  but  now  probably  extinct  class  of 
Parisian  academy,  supplied  by  a  still  surviving  pupil,  whose  memory,  after  a  lapse  of  up- 
wards of  seventy  years,  is  as  fresh  as  on  the  day  he  left  it,  may  not  be  unacceptable,  as 
supplementary  to  the  sensible  and  practical,  but  less  genial  descriptions  of  the  Pro- 
fessor. 
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Our  own  private  hours  are  employed  much  in  the  same  manner  as  1771. 
when  with  you.     We  have   begun  Livy  at  the  beginning  of  the  second 
Punic  War,  and  are  going  briskly  forwards.     When  I  have  satisfied  my- 

"  The  merits  of  M.  Bruneteau's  establishment  had  been  investigated  by  Andrew  Steuart, 
when  resident  in  Paris  some  years  before,  and  when  it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  as 
the  first  of  its  class.  It  was  a  sort  of  private  military  academy  for  the  sons  of  the  nobility. 
We  never  mustered  more  than  twenty.  Amongst  these  were  the  nephews  of  the  Due  de 
Choiseul,  who  had  been  Minister ;  a  son  of  the  Due  de  Fleury,  whose  great  uncle,  the 
Cardinal,  had  been  Minister ;  and  a  nephew  of  the  Marquis  de  Montmour,  who  was  after- 
wards Minister  to  Louis  Seize.  The  others  were  all  of  the  highest  class  of  noblesse.  I 
am  not  certain  that  any  one  of  my  fellow-pupils  was  guillotined,  unless  it  was  a  Monsieur 
de  Voislius,  who,  marrying  a  daughter  of  Madame  de  Genlis,  was  of  the  Orleans  faction. 
and  might  have  suffered  with  his  patron.  One  of  the  Choiseuls  was  a  revolutionary 
General  at  Ste.  Suzanne.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  a  De  Villeneuve,  with  whom  I  had 
an  engagement,  and  gave  him  a  black  eye,  was  the  Admiral  taken  prisoner  at  Trafalgar. 
Our  pension,  the  Hotel  Meudon,  hors  la  Barriere  de  Seves,  was  a  good  house,  such  as 
few  Frenchmen  could  now  afford  to  live  in,  in  the  style  of  old  France,  with  a  porte 
chere,  large  court,  and  handsome  garden  behind.  On  my  second  visit  to  Paris,  in  1821, 
I  found  the  building  perfectly  in  statu  quo,  except  that  it  looked  dirty,  and  paint  had  not 
visited  it  for  years.  It  was  then  a  Communaute  de  Filles.  The  establishment  consisted, 
besides  Monsieur  and  Mademoiselle  Bruneteau,  of  their  son,  a  lout  of  seventeen,  a 
daughter  grown  up,  a  smartish  girl,  and  another  of  five ;  a  lady  housekeeper  and 
her  daughter,  about  thirteen  ;  an  Abbe,  a  professeur  de  droit,  and  three  teachers — 
one  for  classics  and  mathematics,  one  for  German  and  Italian ;  and  a  Monsieur 
Marechal,  who  had  been  a  Serjeant  in  the  line,  and  who,  having  served  many  years  in 
Hungary,  taught  the  pupils,  besides  their  drill,  modern  Latin,  to  prepare  them,  with  the 
German  and  Italian,  for  service  in  every  part  of  Europe.  Of  servants,  there  was  a  major 
domo,  a  Monsieur  des  Champs,  who  superintended  the  kitchen,  having  a  cook,  &c.  under 
him  ;  two  men  hairdressers,  two  other  male  servants,  and  three  or  four  maids.  All  this 
was  pretty  well  for  twenty  boys.  There  were,  however,  two  parlour  boarders — brothers 
— Messrs.  de  la  Roche,  who  were  in  the  Royal  Household,  niousquetaircs  noirs.  One  of 
the  teachers  always  dined  with  us ;  but  the  others,  Mr.  Jardine,  and  the  mousquetaires, 
together  with  the  family,  made  a  large  second  dinner.  Besides  the  hotel,  there  was  ano- 
ther house  at  a  short  distance  as  an  infirmary,  where,  when  the  measles  broke  out,  some 
of  the  boys  were  sent.  There  was  a  small  chapel  in  the  house,  where  the  Abb6  said  mass 
every  morning.  We  always  attended,  but  that  voluntarily ;  for  the  only  other  Protestant 
pupil,  Boissier,  a  Swiss,  and  a  rigid  Calvinist  of  the  Geneva  school,  never  did,  and  won- 
dered at  our  choosing  to  do  it.  The  slovenly  way  in  which  this  sacred  rite  was  performed 
was  little  likely  to  gain  proselytes ;  nor  were  the  other  pupils  much  more  impressed  with 
it  than  we,  the  Protestants.   Alexander  Campbell,  who  accompanied  us,  [son  of  Sir  James 
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1771.  self  in  every  particular  respecting  the  grammatical  and  literal  signification 
of  the  author,  I  make  it  their  next  exercise  to  read  over  the  same  chapters 
in  English  without  reading  the  Latin.  I  think  by  this  method  I  have 
two  advantages :  they  enter  more  into  the  spirit  of  the  author  when  dis- 
engaged from  the  Latin  :  they  will  also  be  accustomed  to  a  ready 
expression  of  English.  Livy,  so  full  of  spirited  speeches  and  elegant 
description,  corresponds  well  to  both  these  objects.  What  I  have  next 
in  view  is,  to  make  them  read  the  chapters  they  have  never  seen,  and, 
without  arranging  them,  to  give  the  meaning  and  idea  of  the  author  in 
English  ;  when  they  have  got  thus  far,  I  think  the  Latin  attained,  and  I 
hope  even  that  is  not  at  a  great  distance  from  us.  I  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  begin  Euclid  ;  nor  do  I  yet  propose  to  do  it  for  some  time,  as  it 

of  Ardkinglas,]  our  only  English  schoolfellow,  was  a  complete  pickle.  He  had  ingrati- 
ated himself  with  the  Abbe  to  make  fun  of  him,  and  was  permitted  to  serve  at  the  altar, 
ringing  the  bell,  and  delivering  the  elements  for  consecration ;  the  performance  of  which 
duties  he  enlivened  by  various  waggish  and  mischievous  pranks. 

"  One  wing  of  the  building  was  occupied  by  a  pretty  little  theatre,  with  scenes  and 
other  appropriate  fittings  up.  There  we  acted  plays.  That  preferred  was  the  Parti  de  Chasse 
de  Henri  IV. ;  not  allowed  to  be  performed  at  any  of  the  public  theatres.  Brizard,  one  of  the 
first  actors  of  the  Comfidie  Francaise,  used  to  come  and  give  us  instructions,  and  himself 
acted  the  part  of  Henri.  He  missed  coming  one  day,  and  excused  himself  by  telling  us  that  he 
had  been  to  marrya  couple.  The  penalty  for  performing  a  clandestine  marriage  was  excommu- 
nication; but,  as  all  actors  were  'de  fait'  excommunicated,  the  punishment  could  not  fall  on 
him,  and  he,  as  a  good  moral  character,  was  often  applied  to.  We  had  also  a  ballet.  Our 
dancing  master — a  part  of  the  establishment — was  second  ballet  master  at  the  opera,  a  Monsieur 
Nivelin,  whose  son,  who  used  to  dance  with  us,  was  engaged  in  the  Haymarket  the  year 
after  young  Vestris  had  been  there,  and  did  not  suffer  much  in  the  comparison.  Many  of 
the  first  and  most  fashionable  ladies  of  Paris  used  to  come  to  our  performances.  We  had, 
after  the  representation,  a  public  distribution  of  prizes.  In  the  gallery  for  the  audience 
there  was  a  sort  of  elevated  seat,  destined  for  the  first  in  rank  and  beauty,  and  those  who 
gained  prizes  went  up  to  her,  received  them  from  her  hand,  and  were,  upon  remarkable 
occasions,  crowned  by  her  with  a  diadem  of  bays.  I  received  this  honour  from  the  fair 
hands  of  the  Marquise  de  Genlis,  then  allowed  to  be  the  handsomest  woman  in  Paris — not 
the  Madame  de  Genlis,  who,  though  good  looking,  could  never  have  had  any  pretensions 
to  tills  superiority.  I  met  that  Madame  de  Genlis  afterwards  in  Suffolk,  when  she  came 
over  with  the  present  Louis  Philippe's  sister,  and  decided  she  could  not  be  the  fair  lady 
who  crowned  me  at  Bruneteau's." 
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would  necessarily  engage  us  with  too  much  conversation  in  English;  and,  1771. 
besides,  they  have  begun  in  public  the  system  of  Geometry,  which  I  shall 
endeavour  to  make  the  most  of  I  can  ;  but  they  are  not  yet  so  far 
advanced  as  we  were  in  one  or  two  days  at  Caldwall.  With  the  sincerest 
pleasure,  as  well  as  with  the  greatest  justice,  I  can  assure  you  that  they 
continue  to  give  me  in  every  respect  the  compleatest  satisfaction.  Our 
united  object  is,  to  entice  them  to  a  relish  for  study  and  enquiry;  to  lead 
their  minds  insensibly  to  receive  pleasure  from  its  own  exercises;  to  keep 
constantly  before  them  those  objects  which  are  most  flattering  to  the 
ambition  of  youth,  and  to  learn  them  as  much  as  possible  those 
principles,  those  habits,  which  we  hope  to  see  ripened  in  a  future  period. 
That,  as  we  have  formerly  agreed,  is  our  great  object,  and  every  hint  you 
can  suggest  shall  be  faithfully  attended  to,  as  well  as  every  other  thing 
that  may  be  occasionally  necessary,  as  readily  asked  from  you. 

Had  we  understood  the  Prospectus,  our  little  trunks  would  not  have 
been  so  full.  M.  Bruneteau  furnishes  uniform,  shirts,  stockings,  shoes, 
— everything  except  two  or  three  domestic  articles,  Avhich  will  appear  in 
the  accounts.  Still,  however,  I  think  we  are  dear  enough.  I  find,  too, 
that  my  lodging  comprehends  neither  fire  nor  washing — two  articles  not 
the  least  expensive  here.  But  we  are  assured,  from  the  character  of  the 
house,  of  paying  no  more  than  others.  Our  first  draught  on  Thellusson, 
comprehending  the  entry  and  first  quarter  of  the  annual  pension,  which 
is  paid  at  entry,  and  also  the  quarter  of  my  lodging,  &c.  &c.  amounted 
to  near  £250. 

M.  Bruneteau  proposes  to  write  by  this  post.  You  will  notice,  from 
the  above  hints,  of  what  complexion  your  answer  ought  to  be.  It  gives 
me  satisfaction  that  I  can  expect  to  hear  from  you  with  freedom  on  every 
thing  which  you  think  necessary  to  hint  to  us.  Inform  me,  therefore,  or 
correct  me,  as  you  think  proper.  There  is  no  lesson  which  I  more  ear- 
nestly desire  to  learn,  than  to  hear  and  receive  with  temper  whatever  can 
make  me  better  or  more  useful. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

With  much  esteem,  your  most  humble  servant, 

G.  Jardine. 

vol.  n.  2n 
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CCCXII. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

■  Paris,  Thursday,  Nov.  28,  1771. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  about  fourteen  days  ago,  and  also  a  few- 
lines  by  Mr.  Alexander  last  week,  both  of  which  I  hope  you  have  re- 
ceived, and  therefore  I  go  on  with  my  narrative. 

You  were  informed  in  what  manner  we  filled  up  our  regular  hours  of 
studj,  both  public  and  private.  William  is  already  remarked  for  his 
speaking  French  well.  I  suppose  it  must  be  from  his  ear ;  for  he  has 
already  got  much  of  the  accent  of  a  Frenchman,  which,  by  the  way,  in 
Great  Britain,  I  would  not  think  a  very  agreable  one.  But  I  hope  there 
is  no  danger  of  its  going  farther  than  its  own  province. 

Their  public  hours  of  amusement  are  not  employed  to  my  mind ;  and 
(which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  inconveniences  here,  because  we 
cannot  altogether  remedy  it,)  the  bounds  are  extremely  narrow ;  and  it 
is  a  very  disagreable  place  when  it  has  rained.  Their  amusements  are 
few  in  number,  and  even  puerile  below  the  years  of  many  of  them;  and, 
when  it  rains,  they  are  confined  to  the  class,  where  they  have  little  or  no 
amusement  at  all.  Both  the  boys  feel  too  little  activity  in  them.  I  hear 
it  mentioned  several  times,  without  taking  much  notice  of  it;  and  I  have 
hinted  it  to  you  only  to  give  you  a  just  notion  of  our  situation — not  that 
I  think  we  can  suffer  any  thing  from  it  at  present :  on  the  contrary,  it 
disposes  them  to  find  more  entertainment  in  a  book  in  my  room,  when 
they  have  nothing  to  amuse  them  below.  If  it  is  likely  to  have  any  other 
effect,  you  shall  hear  of  it  in  due  time. 

That  they  may  feel  the  above  inconvenience  as  little  as  possible,  I 
have  entered  at  a  Circulating  Library,  to  have  a  constant  choice  of  books. 
This  exercise  goes  on  in  the  following  manner.  I  desire  them,  as  they 
go  along,  to  remark  what  they  think  worthy  of  memory  in  the  characters 
or  actions,  and,  wben  they  have  finished  the  book,  to  go  over  their  marks, 
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and  write  out  from  them  what  they  think  proper,  in  their  own  manner,  1771. 
and  without  the  smallest  assistance.  I  have  told  them  that  this  exercise 
of  their  own  mind,  cheerfully  undertaken  and  carefully  performed,  is 
worth  a  thousand  directions  from  me.  They  like  it  very  well,  and  I  hope 
it  will  encourage  a  turn  for  reading,  and  learn  them  to  fill  up  vacant 
hours  on  every  occasion.  They  are  at  present  reading  the  history  of 
Henry  IV.  I  wish  to  make  such  a  choice  as  to  give  them  a  taste  for 
useful  reading,  and  also  to  calculate  it  as  much  as  can  be  done  for  our 
present  meridian. 

I  am  at  present  meditating  another  exercise,  which  I  hope  also  to 
make  of  the  entertaining  kind.  I  intend  to  spend  some  time  in 
delineating  at  greater  length  the  substance  and  sentiments  of  your  letters 
to  them  and  me ;  to  accommodate  to  their  minds  some  of  the  plainest 
and  most  important  principles  of  religion,  morals,  and  common  sense, 
illustrated  by  characters  and  examples  of  which  they  have  read  or  known. 
Having  once  digested  something  of  this  kind,  I  propose  to  converse  with 
them  familiarly  on  Sundays,  and  serious  hours,  and  then  give  them  the 
copy  of  it  to  write  in  a  book,  to  be  dedicated  to  that  purpose ;  and  I 
shall  not  fail  to  tell  them,  that  as  they  are  at  present  deprived  of  parental 
instructions,  they  must  preserve  it  by  them  as  an  evidence  to  you  of 
what  they  have  been  taught,  and  as  a  memorial  to  themselves,  of  those 
principles  which  you  have  so  early  given  them  in  charge.  If  I  could  be 
so  lucky  as  to  write  out  any  part  of  it,  as  an  example  for  their  style  and 
manner  of  writing,  I  should  think  a  little  time  well  employed  for  that 
purpose. 

The  letters  also  which  they  write  or  receive  are  intended  to  form  a 
part  of  our  amusement.  I  give  them  warning  three  or  four  days  before 
hand  to  prepare  their  letter,  to  think  what  they  are  to  say,  and  when 
they  tell  me  that  they  have  prepared  a  copy  of  it,  I  desire  them  to  write 
it  over  again,  and  with  as  many  improvements  as  possible.  When  they 
bring  it  to  me,  I  point  out  some  of  the  principal  grammatical  faults,  but 
make  no  alteration,  for  that  time,  of  their  method  or  manner  of  expres- 
sion, that  they  may  have  it  in  these  particulars  from  themselves.  I  have 
given  each  of  them  a  little  book,  in  which  they  are  to  insert  all  their 
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1771.  letters,  also  those  they  receive  from  home.  They  like  this  exercise,  and 
I  have  told  them  that  it  is  to  teach  them  accuracy  and  exactness,  without 
which  they  can  never  be  men  of  business,  and  also  to  make  them  judges 
of  their  improvement  in  letter  writing. 

I  scarce  thought  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  troubled  you 
with  an  article  about  religion.  They  have  prayers,  &c.  and  religious  in- 
structions regularly  morning  and  evening.  M.  Bruneteau  is  a  sensible 
kind  of  man,  and,  I  daresay,  like  his  neighbours  in  these  matters.  Yet 
he  asked  me  if  they  were  Roman  Catholics  ?  and  seems,  in  general,  a 
little  more  attentive  to  their  regular  attendance  than  I  expected.  I  told 
him  that  I  had  no  objection  to  their  attendance — that  I  thought  it  due 
to  the  established  religion  of  the  country  and  the  rules  of  his  pension — 
but  that  I  expected  no  instructions  were  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  nor 
did  I  think  it  necessary  that  they  should  assist  the  Abbe  at  the  offices  of 
the  mass  in  their  turn  with  the  rest.  I  was  unwilling  to  take  them  from 
the  other  boys  so  often,  both  as  much  conversation  goes  on  at  these  times, 
and  also  because  I  thought  it  might  make  a  greater  distinction  among 
them  than  religion  should  make  with  boys.  Please,  however,  notice  this 
particular,  lest  you  think  we  do  too  much,  or  that  it  may  give  occasion 
to  be  talked  of  in  that  light.  I  have  told  M.  Bruneteau,  whenever  he 
had  occasion  to  mention  it,  to  do  it  in  the  manner  and  for  the  reasons 
above. ' 

1  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  one  of  the  boys,  descriptive  of  the  daily  rou- 
tine of  business,  may  here  be  not  inappropriately  appended — December  1, 1771 :  "  We  get 
up  at  six  in  the  morning  in  winter  and  five  in  summer.  After  that  we  go  to  mass.  We 
do  it  just  to  follow  the  order,  although  we  do  not  understand  one  word  they  say  ;  for  it  is 
all  in  Latin,  and  they  rhyme  it  over  as  fast  as  they  can,  and  very  indistinctly.  After  that 
we  breakfast.  At  half  an  hour  after  eight  we  have  a  geography  and  history  class  till  ten, 
which  we  think  one  of  the  usefullest  classes  we  have.  At  ten  we  go  to  Mr.  Jardine,  and 
sometimes  read  Livy,  and  sometimes  Virgil.  Three  days  a-week,  the  drawing  master 
comes  at  twelve.  Dinner  is  at  one.  From  after  dinner  till  three  is  play-time  ;  then  the 
serjeant  comes  till  four.  We  write  from  four  till  five.  At  five,  we  have  what  they  call  a 
goute  of  the  same  sort  as  our  breakfast  ;  then  we  go  to  Mr.  Jardine.  At  eight  we  sup : 
we  hear  prayers  after  supper,  and  then  we  go  to  bed.  There  are  three  ushers.  There  is 
also  an  Abbl,  who  stays  in  the  house  for  to  say  mass  and  prayers.     He  holds,  after  mass. 
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They  have  begun  to  fence  somewhat  sooner  than  I  intended,  on  the  1771. 
following  account.  A.  Monsieur  Motet,  maitre  d'armes,  waited  upon  us, 
and  told  us  that  he  was  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Steuart's,  and  had  pro- 
mised to  him  to  offer  us  his  services  when  we  arrived.  I  thought  it  rather 
too  soon ;  but  he  assured  me  that  he  could  answer  for  it  to  Mr.  Steuart, 
that  it  was  the  proper  time  for  both.  I  am  much  of  his  opinion  now. 
They  like  it,  and  make  an  amusement  of  it.  I  have  taken  lessons  also 
along  with  them  for  exercise.  You'll  observe  that  fencing  is  a  separate 
concern,  and  M.  Motet  is  one  of  the  genteelest  masters  in  Paris.  If  you 
should  think  it  too  expensive  so  early,  we  can  put  it  off  after  a  quarter, 
or  take  lessons  not  so  often  as  three  times  in  the  week.  M.  Motet  is  a 
very  well  bred  man ;  he  deserves  to  have  his  name  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Steuart. 

You  have  now  a  pretty  distinct  account  of  affairs  here.  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  they  are  both  exceedingly  beloved  by  M.  Bruneteau  and  all  the 
family.     I  have  often  occasion  to  hear  honourable  mention  made  of  them. 

My  window 2  gives  me  every  advantage  that  I  wish ;  for  I  both  see 
and  hear  every  thing  that  is  done  or  said  in  the  bounds. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

what  is  called  a  conference,  and  makes  us  repeat  things  about  the  Trojans  and  Romans. 
&c.  On  the  21st  of  next  month,  there  is  to  be  a  manual  exercise  and  a  dance,  performed 
in  public,  in  both  of  which  we  are  to  have  parts.  There  is  a  play  to  be  acted  soon.  There 
is  no  general  breaking  up,  but  they  keep  all  the  saints  days'  and  holidays,  of  which  there 
are  a  great  number  throughout  the  year.  There  are  likewise  ten  at  Christmas,  when  those 
who  have  behaved  well  go  home." 

2  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  the  Professor  by  his  surviving 
pupil,  already  quoted,  on  his  return  from  his  subsequent  visit  to  Paris  in  1821,  in  which  he 
gives  a  minute  description  of  the  existing  state  of  their  former  place  of  residence : — 

"  In  the  garden,  there  were  the  vines,  trained  in  the  same  way  to  the  top  of  the  wall. 
— the  limes,  just  planted  before  we  went  away,  still  growing,  &c.  There  was  still  the  s<  irf 
of  terrace  in  front  of  your  window,  where  I  could  still  have  imagined  you  standing,  in  a 
full  dress  sky-blue  silk  coat,  when  one  of  our  mauvais  plaisants  from  the  opposite  side  ex- 
claimed, 'Ah  !  que  le  Jardin  est  beau ! ' " 
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cccxin. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  Feb.  6,  1772. 
Sir, 

You  have  anticipated  almost  every  thing  I  had  proposed  to  say  about 
the  German  and  Italian  languages.  The  German  language  is  now  be- 
come an  essential  part  of  military  education.  I  suppose  that  during  the 
last  war  they  felt  the  want  of  it  severely,  for  nothing  else  would  tempt  a 
Frenchman  to  learn  any  other  language  than  his  own ;  and,  so  attentive 
is  M.  Bruneteau  to  the  military  idea,  that  one  or  two  of  his  ushers  have 
served  campaigns  in  that  country.  I  was  certain  that  you  would  have  no 
eye  to  the  German.  The  Italian  is  in  every  respect  fitter  for  our  pur- 
pose. The  political  history  of  that  country,  even  for  two  hundred  years 
past,  as  well  as  then  poetical  works,  are  well  worthy  of  attention, — I 
think  more  than  what  seems  yet  generally  understood  with  us  ;  and 
neither  of  these  advantages  can  either  be  readily  or  fully  acquired  with- 
out the  language.  I  am  resolved  to  become  a  scholar  with  them.  We 
could  take  an  hour  already  from  the  Latin  without  any  loss,  but  I  still 
think  that  it  might  be  a  little  hurtful  to  the  French,  and,  as  we  have 
time  enough  before  us,  propose  to  put  it  off  for  a  month  or  two  longer. 
1  make  no  doubt  of  making  considerable  progress  before  our  return.  You 
will  observe  that  the  Italian  is  none  of  the  articles  of  the  prospectus.  If 
the  Italian  had  not  come  in  our  way,  I  would  have  proposed  to  give  that 
hour  to  the  Greek ;  for,  though  I  am  convinced  that  the  most  important 
parts  of  Greek  knowledge  cannot  be  acquired  without  great  drudgery, 
and,  still  more,  that  a  smattering  of  it  with  men  of  business  can  be  of 
little  consequence  in  life,  yet  I  feel  myself  inclined  to  wish  that  they  had 
a  little  acquaintance  with  it.  I  believe  it  is  entirely  from  the  prejudice 
which  still  remains  with  us  in  its  favour.  I  don't  think,  however,  that 
anything  can  be  done  here.     The  principles  of  three  languages  at  once 
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are  certainly  snfficient ;  and  after  their  return,  if  it  be  judged  necessary,  1772. 
something  may  still  be  done. 

I  don't  perceive  the  smallest  clanger  of  their  acquiring  a  taste  for 
the  military  life.1  Tho'  they  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing  many  weighty 
reasons  against  it,  any  flattering  appearance  it  has  does  not  reach  the 
Academy.  'Tis  ah  exercises  and  habits  here,  which  require  some  trouble 
to  acquire.  I  have  had  several  hints  to  give  them  about  attention  to  these 
matters.  They  think  they  have  enough  already  of  the  fusil.  So  do  I ; 
but  our  general  rules  make  it  necessary.  They  often  laugh  at  the  boys, 
and  tell  me  that  such  a  one  wished  for  a  war,  that  he  might  be  taken 
from  school !  They  told  ine,  t'other  day,  that  two  of  the  eldest  boys  had 
entered  into  the  corps  mousquetaire,  who  have  the  honour  of  attending 
the  King  when  he  changes  residence,  and  were  vastly  surprised  that  they 
had  not  a  farthing  for  it,  though  obliged  to  support  an  expence  of  £200 
per  annum.  To  have  military  service  for  nothing  is  a  secret  not  yet  un- 
derstood, or  at  least  forgot,  on  our  side  of  the  water. 

Since  I  wrote  you  last,  we  have  had  a  public  exhibition  in  our 
theatre.  I  cannot  say  that  the  specimen  has  increased  my  expectations, 
or  given  me  any  great  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  it.  You  may  judge  of 
it  as  of  other  things,  that  the  useful  is  ready  to  be  overlooked  for  the 
more  trifling.  It  seems  more  calculated  for  the  amusement  of  M.  Bru- 
neteau  and  family  than  for  the  improvement  of  the  'Eleves.  Monsieur 
himself  has  a  little  penchant  that  way.  Two  or  three  only  of  the  oldest 
boys  had  shares  in  it ;  so  that,  in  point  of  age,  it  has  not  yet  come  to  our 
turn. 

To  appear  before  such  a  company  must  have  some  advantages,  so  that 
they  shall  put  in  for  places  as  soon  as  they  have  enough  of  accent  to  pass 
without  much  notice.  If  it  is  likely  to  give  us  more  favourable  appear- 
ances, you  shall  hear  of  it. 

I  mentioned  to  you  that  M.  Bruneteau  himself  taught  the  history 
class.     He  is  but  lately  begun  after  the  holydays.     I  think  he   has  too 

1  This  prognostication  was  not  verified.  Immediately  on  his  father's  death,  in  177G, 
the  eldest  son,  then  a  gentleman  commoner  at  Christchurch,  entered  the  army  as  a  cornet 
in  the  Blues. 
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1772.  many  avocations.  He  has  continued  also  a  little  too  long  before  the  deluge. 
In  a  word,  his  system  is  a  mere  dry  skeleton,  without  the  spirit  or  life  of 
history,  and  yet  still  they  will  reap  advantage  from  it.  Their  memories  will 
improve  by  what  they  are  obliged  to  remember ;  and  I  have  begged  par- 
ticularly that  he  would  accustom  them  to  give  an  account  of  their  lesson 
in  the  manner  of  distinct  conversation,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  attention  to  the  pronunciation  and  principles  of  the  language. 
His  system,  too,  1  hope  will  acquire  a  little  more  life  as  he  descends. 
We  shall  endeavour  also  to  converse  privately  on  these  subjects. 

We  continue  our  own  exercise  of  reading  history,  &c.  and  I  think 
with  some  spirit.  I  have  added  another  class  of  books  to  that  already 
mentioned,  by  picking  the  best  books  of  voyages,  &c.  I  consider  it  as 
the  most  effectual  way  of  teaching  practical  geography  with  amusement, 
and  even  with  some  other  advantages ;  and  in  that  exercise  I  propose  to 
make  them  wander,  by  degrees,  over  all  the  globe.  They  have  read  al- 
ready Le  Voyage  d'Anson  and  La  Conquete  du  Mexique.  When  they 
begin  a  book,  I  propose  to  them  two  or  three  objects  which  they  are  to 
keep  in  view,  by  which  means  they  have  always  something  to  hunt  after 
and  inquire ;  and  I  find  that  it  keeps  their  minds  active  in  those  places 
which  would  otherwise  appear  dry  and  unentertaining.  They  write  in 
their  books  something  on  each  of  these  heads.  You  may  believe  that 
these  exercises  are  not  very  perfect :  perhaps  we  might  lose  by  subjecting 
them  constantly  to  more  accuracy.  We  must  not  at  present  lose  too 
much  of  the  advantage  that  amusement  gives  us.  Something  must  be 
left  to  time  and  riper  years. 

We  have  attended  the  Ambassador's  chapel  for  some  time  past,  which 
I  dare  say  has  cut  off  all  hopes  of  our  conversion.  I  find  that  I  have  not 
expressed  myself  properly  with  regard  to  M.  Bruneteau  on  that  subject 
in  my  last.  He  was  very  far  from  thinking  it  improper  to  attend  the 
English  chapel.  It  was  their  ordinary  attendance  here  in  the  morning 
and  evening  which  he  wished  to  be  regular ;  and  he  has  some  reason  ; 
for  the  boys  won't  like  the  chapel  better  that  the  attendance  of  some  of 
their  number  is  dispensed  with.  They  don't  consider  either  reasons  of 
state  or  of  religion.     I  am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
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their  attendance,  even  tho'  I  know  they  think  that  it  might  be  omitted.  1772. 
There  is  a  Swiss  Protestant  boy  here  who  does  not  attend,  and,  for  that 
reason  only,  neither  has  nor  ever  will  mix  properly  with  the  rest  of  the 
boys ;  and,  tho'  he  has  been  here  much  longer,  is  more  a  stranger  to  the 
rest  than  your  sons  were  after  two  or  three  weeks.  I  am  really  not  cer- 
tain, but  the  distinction  may  go  farther  than  with  the  boys,  even  tho'  it 
may  not  be  intended.  I  take  care  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  in  case 
of  undue  influence.  I  picked  up  one  day  what  I  thought  an  ambiguous 
expression  of  the  Abbe's,  which  I  carried  immediately  to  M.  Bruneteau, 
and  got  an  absolute  prohibition  laid  on  every  thing  of  that  kind,  which 
had  the  smallest  tendency  to  be  particular. 

I  observe,  in  one  of  Mrs.  Mure's  letters,  that  she  puts  the  question  : 
"  whether  we  think  our  situation,  upon  the  whole,  will  answer  the  ex- 
pence,"  &c.    I  hope  you  will  now  be  able  to  judge  of  that  at  home.     In 
short,  it  depends  wholly  on  the  value  that  is  put  upon  the  French  lan- 
guage.    For  you  know  that  every  other  thing  of  importance  could   be 
much  better  got  elsewhere  than  here.     The  education  of  this  house,  tho' 
it  may  do  very  well  for  a  Frenchman,  would  be  thought  excessively 
trifling  with  us.     There  are  two  young  gentlemen  with  us,  who  are  said 
to  have  finished  their  education,  and  are  just  about  commencing  gentlemen 
at  large,  who,  according  to  our  ideas,  would  give  no  very  favourable  opinion 
of  the  institution.     No  taste  for  science — no  spirit  of  enquiry — no  habits 
of  industry — nothing  but  the  memory  of  a  few  facts  and  principles  lying 
dead  in  their  minds ;  and  in  the  very  words  with  which  they  received  them ; 
and  yet,  for  all  that,  they  are  likely  to  turn  out  well.     They  have  paid  all 
due  attention  to  external  qualities ;  can  fence,  dance,  play  at  cards ;  have 
a  world  of  chit-chat ;  can  repeat  something  from  every  play  acted  here, 
and,  what  I  would  covet  most  of  all  their  store — have  the  art  of  saying 
the  most  trifling  things  with  a  manner  and  expression  that  would  do 
honour  to   more  important  subjects.     After  all,  they  are   quite  right. 
There's  no  room  for  the  exertion  of  the  same  qualities  here  as  with  us. 
Politics,  or  everything  which  regards  public  objects,  are  here  quite  cut  off, 
or  run  in  the  most  inconstant  channel.     Even  the  very  taste  for  them  is 
vol.  n.  2  o 
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1772.  dangerous.     Hence  the  military  life  from  necessity  is  become  an  object 
of  choice. 

If  I  could  say  any  thing  more  than  formerly  of  my  good  boys,  I  would 
willingly  do  it.  In  one  word,  they  have  made  my  situation  more  agre- 
able  than  ever  I  expected  from  this  kind  of  life.  Though  they  pay  as 
much  attention  to  every  thing  I  say  as  boys  can  do,  yet,  as  it  is  agreable 
to  my  system  that  we  should  both  talk  on  the  same  subject,  when  you 
write  to  them  you  may  touch  on  the  following  particulars :  everything 
which  can  stir  them  up  to  that  activity  and  resolution  of  mind  which 
will  give  them  patience  and  pleasure  in  extricating  themselves  from  what 
appears  to  them  difficult ;  that  one  passage  wrought  out  by  their  own  per- 
severance and  industry  is  worth  a  thousand  that  need  my  assistance  ; 
that  at  the  end  of  every  week  or  month  they  should  count  the  number 
of  difficulties  in  a  lesson,  and  find  out  how  far  they  decrease.  I  am  also 
labouring,  in  every  thing  they  read  or  speak,  to  turn  their  attention  from 
words  to  ideas ;  to  carry  their  words  and  ideas  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
objects  which  suggested  them.  I  have  often  found  how  much  the  first 
idea  of  a  passage  obscurely  conceived  has  augmented  the  errors  and  diffi- 
culties as  they  advanced  ;  and  they  are  often  themselves  surprised  to  find 
how  much  nearer  they  were  to  the  sense,  when  they  set  out,  than  when 
they  reached  the  end.  I  am  convinced  that  no  exercise  can  be  of  more 
importance,  in  every  respect,  than  this.  I  beg  you  will  recommend  it 
just  as  earnestly  as  if  they  paid  no  attention  to  what  I  say,  and  I  am  sure 
there  are  no  boys  that  can  pay  greater. 

We  have  made  acquaintance  with  a  Mr.  Lumsden2  here,  a  Scotsman, 
one  of  the  most  useful  agreable  men  we  could  have  met  with.  He  is 
a  man  of  the  finest  taste  and  learning,  lived  long  at  Rome  for  a  certain 
reason,  and  has  more  knowledge  of  that  country  than  any  body  I  have  yet 
met  with.  He  has  also  a  neat  collection  of  the  best  English,  French,  and 
Italian  books,  which  we  are  made  welcome  to,  and  is,  upon  the  whole, 

2  Andrew  Lumsden,  Esq.  author  of  "  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities  of  Rome  and  its 
environs."  He  had  been  a  keen  partisan  of  the  Stuart  family,  and  was  on  the  staff  of 
Charles  Edward  at  the  battle  of  Culloden. 
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a  most  agreable  man.  The  boys  are  exceedingly  fond  of  him.  He  calls  1772. 
upon  us  regularly.  I  have  not  yet  ventured  to  ask  whether  he  would 
like  to  return  to  his  native  country  ;  but,  if  he  does,  I  pray  most  heartily 
that  it  may  be  in  his  power.  He  lives  most  genteelly  here.  We  are 
extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Princess  of  Hesse's  death.  She  will  cost 
us  more  than  we  expected  to  pay  for  any  of  our  great  friends.  The  boys, 
however,  will  escape  on  account  of  the  uniform,  or  at  least  with  some 
trifle.  I  cannot  possibly,  and  have  not  the  least  inclination,  since  without  it 
we  could  neither  go  to  the  chapel  or  any  public  place.  I  forgot  to  mention 
that  Colonel  Blaquiere  introduced  us  to  Lord  Harcourt  the  first  Sunday 
of  the  chapel.  We  expect  to  dine  with  him  some  of  these  days.  I  can 
recollect  nothing  more  at  present,  except  that  a  Miss  Dundass  and  a 
gentleman  called  on  us  this  morning,  in  their  way  to  the  South.  She 
enquired  much  and  affectionately  at  the  boys,  and  proposed  to  write  Mrs. 
Mure.  We  heard  she  was  in  company  with  Lord  Morton,  who  sent  also 
his  compliments.  They  set  out  to-morrow.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

G.  Jardine. 


CCCXIV. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  April  1,  1772. 
Sir, 

I  have  desired to  give  you  the  inclosed,  that  it  may  be  recom- 
mended by  your  authority,  and  receive  all  the  importance  that  it  is  possible 

to  give  it I  have  reserved  this  page,  to  give  you  an 

account  of  a  negociation  that  we  have  had  lately  with  the  great  people 
here. 

A  Colonel  Campbell,  a  friend  of  Alexander's,  who  is  here  at  present, 
and  visits  us  occasionally,  hinted  to  me  that  we  had  been  honoured  with  a 


292  CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  BARON  MURE. 

1772.  conversation  at  the  Ambassador's,  and,  particularly,  that  the  pension  uni- 
form (viz.  that  of  a  French  regiment,1)  had  been  remarked  by  some 
gentlemen,  though  the  Ambassador  did  not  seem  to  think  that  it  de- 
served any  notice.  I  was  a  little  uneasy  about  it,  and,  as  we  dined  on 
Sunday  last  with  the  Ambassador,2  I  took  the  opportunity  to  mention  it 
to  him  before  the  service,  made  an  apology  for  presenting  them  before 
him  in  that  dress,  and  begged  to  know  if  it  was  in  any  respect  disagre- 
able ;  that  I  was  the  more  anxious  about  it,  as  I  knew  none  more  scru- 
pulous than  their  parents  in  every  thing  of  that  kind  ;  and,  particularly, 
as  they  knew  neither  more  nor  less  about  it  than  that  it  was  the  uniform 
of  the  pension  which  they  wore.  He  made  me  very  polite  answers,  and 
said  there  was  nothing  in  it.  At  dinner,  I  happened  to  be  next  to  Co- 
lonel Blaquiere,  and  I  knew  he  was  present  at  said  conversation.  I  told  him 
what  I  had  mentioned  to  the  Ambassador.  I  found,  however,  his  mili- 
tary spirit  a  little  piqued  at  the  uniform,  and  forthwith  asked  his  advice 
in  favour  of  my  young  friends  recommended  to  his  protection.  He  pro- 
posed to  take  off  the  number  of  the  regiment  from  the  buttons,  and  the 
strap  from  their  shoulders.  (The  cockade  I  had  taken  care,  after  the 
first  day,  to  make  them  put  in  their  pockets  when  they  went  to  the 
chapel.)  When  we  returned,  I  explained  matters  to  Monsieur  Brune- 
teau,  who  agreed  to  make  the  alteration,  and  that  none  of  us  should  give 
any  reasons  for  it  among  the  Eleves.  So  you  are  hereafter  to  consider 
them  as  degraded  from  the  rank  of  French  officers.  I  have  found  from 
it  the  propriety  of  attending  to  a  hint  you  formerly  gave,  that  "great 
people  are  not  above  observing  very  little  trifles."  Pray,  write  me  if  you 
apprehend  any  other  thing  necessary.  Our  acquaintance,  Mr.  Sinclair, 
carried  the  uniform  at  Versailles,  last  year,  for  several  months — a  young 
gentleman  of  twenty,  and  who  is  in  expectation  of  military  preferment  at 
home. 

The  Ambassador,  who  is  a  very  polite  well-bred  man,  payed  very 
much  attention  to  the  young  folks,  and  enquired  very  particularly  of  our 

1  "  The  Regiment  de  Navarre." 

2  Lord  Harcourt. 
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situation,  and  the  objects  of  our  expedition  here,  which  I  fully  explained  1772. 
to  him. 

As  the  boys  are  exceeding  reasonable  in  every  thing  of  the  kind,  I 
had  hitherto  deferred  carrying  them  to  the  public  amusements,  particu- 
larly as,  the  longer  we  are  here,  the  more  amusement  they  will  be  able 
to  pick  from  them,  and  also  because  they  are  exceeding  dear.  The 
opera  is  only  forty  sols  to  those  who  can  fight  and  struggle  in  the  pit,  an 
exercise  which  I  have  only  attempted  once  myself,  and  which  it  is  im- 
possible that  they  can  support,  as  there  are  no  seats,  but  every  one  push- 
ing his  way  the  best  he  can ;  so  that  the  cheapest  seats  where  they  were 
in  safety  were  no  less  than  seven  livres  ten  sols  par  tete  ;  a  most  extra- 
vagant sum  for  one  of  the  most  trifling  and  ridiculous  amusements — the 
grossest  profusion  of  the  finest  things — sentiment,  poetry,  music,  dance, 
painting — all  at  variance  with  one  another,  and  without  the  smallest  har- 
mony. 'Tis  a  mere  feast  of  the  eyes.  The  scenes  are  very  magnificent, 
and  the  sudden  changes  of  them,  &c.  please  highly  here,  and  puts  them 
in  raptures.  This  season  "  Castor  and  Pollux"  has  been  represented 
three  times  a  week  for  more  than  two  months,  and  yet  it  is  with  difficulty 
that  places  can  be  got,  if  they  are  not  taken  possession  of  two  hours 
before  the  time.  They  were  much  pleased  with  it,  as  every  body  must 
be,  tho'  many  of  the  ridiculous  things  struck  them.  We  do  not  profess 
to  be  very  frequent  visitors  there. 

With  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  the  family,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
G.  Jardine, 
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cccxv, 


MR.  JARDEVE  TO  BARON  MURE. 


Paris,  April  27,  1772. 
Sir, 

I  must  beg  leave,  in  this  letter,  to  answer  yours  of  the  27th  March, 
which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  me  on  my  private  affairs.  I  will 
not  trouble  you  with  what  I  feel  or  think  due  to  the  generous  assistance 
you  have  promised  me.  I  know  the  only  method  of  testifying  my  grati- 
tude.    I  hope  that  I  shall  never  be  unmindful  of  it. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  my  present  situation  might  give  me  some 
advantages  as  a  travelling  governor,  if  there  was  any  great  demand  for 
that  kind  of  commodity.  But,  as  matters  go  at  present,  the  chances  are 
every  day  fewer  for  persons  like  me.  At  the  age  at  which  young  noble- 
men go  abroad,  the  qualities  of  a  companion  are  found  of  more  import- 
ance than  the  abilities  of  a  tutor  ;  and  men  of  the  world,  soldiers,  physi- 
cians, &c.  are  generally  and  perhaps  justly  preferred.  I  can  therefore 
have  no  farther  dependance  upon  that  plan  than  to  make  the  best  of  the 
mean  time,  and  endeavour  to  be  in  the  way. 

The  vacancy  formerly  hinted  is  not  likely  to  take  place.  It  depended 
upon  the  event  of  Mr.  A.  Ferguson's'  going  to  the  East  Indies;  but 
tho'  that  should  happen,  I  find  that  a  plan  is  adopted  by  which  Dr. 
Wight's2  chance  of  succeeding  him  is  still  more  improbable.  It  may, 
however,  be  of  no  loss  to  have  started  on  that  ground,  as  places  of  that 
kind  are  almost  the  only  fixed  objects  for  persons  in  my  situation.  I  have 
often  wished,  that,  in  the  event  of  such  a  plan  succeeding,  some  of  the 
classes  of  science  or  philosophy  might  fall  into  my  hands.  I  have  been 
much  with  young  folks,  and  have  had  many  occasions  to  remark  the  gross 

1  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
-  Professor  of  Church  History  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
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defects  of  public  systems  of  education,  or  of  the  manner  of  communicating  1772. 
science  to  youth.  I  have  vowed  revenge  against  them,  and  hope  they 
shall  not  escape  me  one  way  or  other.  As  that  is  very  likely  to  be  one 
of  the  subjects  of  my  future  amusements,  will  you  allow  me,  at  this  early 
period  of  tbem,  to  steal  a  general  opinion  from  you  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, of  its  utility,  propriety,  and  conformity  with  the  reigning  taste  and 
manners.  I  know  you  have  often  observed  that  the  established  method 
of  teaching  philosophy,  &c.  in  Colleges,  is  founded  on  the  grossest  igno- 
rance of  the  natural  character  of  youth — of  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of 
science.  A  logic  class  is  surely  the  coldest  and  most  unfavorable  climate 
in  which  a  young  mind  can  be  placed ;  and  I  am  convinced,  from  expe- 
rience, that  to  the  greatest  part  of  those  whose  rank  or  situation  put  them 
above  the  necessity  of  driving  thro'  such  rubbish,  it  must  for  ever  give 
disgust  to  future  improvement.  Nothing  can  surely  be  more  opposite  to 
what  it  ought  to  be  than  the  present  system  is  to  the  reception  which 
should  be  prepared  for  young  minds  at  their  entry  into  science — a  period 
which  has,  of  all  others,  the  greatest  and  most  intimate  connection  with 
futurity.  One  cannot  help  blaming  still  more  those  prejudices  which 
continue  in  its  favour  than  the  ignorance  which  first  introduced  it.  With- 
out troubling  you  at  present  with  that  which  I  don't  yet  fully  understand, 
I  am  convinced  that  there  may  be  a  much  more  natural  and  useful  ar- 
rangement of  the  objects  of  science  or  of  public  education,  and  much 
more  suited  to  develope  the  faculties  of  the  understanding — to  purify, 
regulate,  and  strengthen  the  qualities  of  the  heart.  Indeed,  I  apprehend 
that  the  public  method  of  teaching  science  is  fundamentally  wrono-.  It 
is  too  much  employed  merely  to  communicate  ideas — to  teach  speculative 
opinions — to  carry  every  subject  ingeniously  to  the  abstract — to  impart 
all  the  teacher's  knowledge,  without  exciting  the  principles  of  self-acti- 
vity,— a  method  contrary  to  the  natural  progress  of  the  mind — ill  calcu- 
lated to  call  forth  or  conduct  the  powers  of  active  habits,  or  to  teach  the 
mind  a  dextrous  or  successful  exertion  of  its  own  faculties.  In  one  sense. 
it  may  be  said  to  do  too  much,  in  another  to  do  too  little,  in  order  to 
attain  the  great  objects  of  self-improvement.  I  would  have  it  established, 
as  a  general  principle  in  education,  that  the  intellectual  faculties  are  most 
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1772.  easily  and  effectually  cultivated  by  a  judicious  application  of  science  to 
the  principles  of  the  heart ;  or,  to  speak  more  mechanically,  that  the 
spring  of  motion  being  strengthened  and  gradually  regulated  in  its  pro- 
gressive exertions,  all  the  future  movements  will  be  more  harmonious  and 
more  effectual.  Supposing  the  passion  or  principle  of  action  sufficiently 
strong  and  duly  regulated,  the  intellectual  powers  may  be  easily  con- 
ducted to  the  most  abstracted  reasonings,  or  to  the  most  difficult  and 
different  objects ;  and  nothing,  I  think,  can  be  clearer  than  that  the 
only  method  of  strengthening  any  passion  is  to  enhance  the  beauty,  sim- 
plicity, and  usefulness  of  its  object.  In  order,  therefore,  to  attain  the 
great  end  of  education,  all  other  theorys  and  systems  must  give  way  to 
that  of  public,  active,  virtuous  life.  There  the  materials  are  to  be  found 
which  must  raise  the  superstructure,  or  it  may  be  for  ever  covered  with 
scaffolds,  surrounded  with  workmen,  and,  after  all,  nothing  done.  All 
the  several  subjects  of  science  must  exhibit  at  once  their  most  beautiful 
and  useful  colours,  employed  and  arranged  in  a  manner  suited  to  the 
period  and  character  of  youth. 

A  system  of  education,  which  improves  the  understanding  by  the 
means  of  cultivating  the  habits  of  the  heart,  connects  and  simplifys  the 
most  important  interest  of  every  rational  and  moral  creature, — which  pre- 
serves and  mutually  strengthens  the  union  of  the  greatest  and  of  the  noblest 
qualities,  so  often  and  so  unhappily  divided, — such  a  system  would  teach 
youth  not  how  to  dream,  but  how  to  think ;  and  not  only  how  to  think, 
ljut  to  think  and  act  in  concert ;  not  only  the  principles  .which  men  ought 
to  have,  but  those  they  actually  discover  in  life.  It  would  not  only  free 
from  the  common  slavery  of  prejudice  and  opinion,  but  would  give  a 
virtuous  and  well  regulated  direction  to  every  superiority  of  rank  or 
talents.  It  will  follow,  that  the  speculative  inquiries  of  moral  philosophers 
should  be  chiefly  directed  to  discover  the  reciprocal  influence  of  the 
qualities  of  the  head  and  heart — the  nature,  degree,  and  manner  of  their 
mutual  operations — and,  of  consequence,  that  all  ingenious  theorys,  &c. 
which  have  not  those  objects  directly  in  view,  deserve  at  best  the  fame 
due  to  partial  anatomists,  and  too  often  the  contempt  due  to  wretched 
skeletons  of  vanity  or  ignorance.     I  think  the  subject  shoidd  be  carried 
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higher  still :  to  delineate  the  intimate  connection  between  government  1772. 
(that  is,  public  good)  and  the  established  systems  of  education,  and  to 
show  that  the  only  chance  of  reformation  of  manners — that  vulgar  topic 
— must  flow  from  the  mutual  action  and  re-action  of  those  on  each  other ; 
for  there  never  can  be  the  smallest  chance  from  the  most  laborious  effort 
of  clerical  establishments. 

I  foresee,  in  the  course  of  such  speculations,  a  thousand  connections 
with  the  taste,  manners,  pleasures,  prejudices  of  science  and  of  life ;  but 
shall  not  trouble  you  with  any  thing  further  at  present.  I  really  am 
ashamed  to  encroach  so  much  upon  your  hurried  useful  time;  but  could 
not  resist  the  many  temptations  I  have  to  do  it.  I  am  exceedingly 
sensitive  of  a  thousand  difficulties,  both  from  the  subject  and  myself; 
for  there  are  few  subjects  more  complicated,  more  extensive,  or  of  more 
importance. 

All  that  I  have  to  give  it  is,  some  little  experience,  and  a  mind,  I 
hope,  in  a  great  measure  free  from  the  foolish  prejudices  of  science  and  phi- 
losophy. I  know  no  subject  also  where  language,  style,  or  eloquence  may 
be  more  happily  introduced,  which  is  a  study  yet  to  begin  with  me  in  the 
accurate  manner  that  would  be  necessary.  Sensible  of  all  these  diffi- 
culties, I  turn  my  thoughts  to  it  merely  as  a  leisure  amusement,  and 
without  any  hopes  even  of  satisfying  myself.  I  have  always  thought 
public  useful  subjects  the  most  natural  amusement  of  studious  minds. 
'Tis  all  the  little  patriotism  that  can  fall  down  to  their  humble  lot. 

To  return  to  .Glasgow;  there  is  one  particular  class,  viz.  the  Logic, 
there,  which  may  not  be  very  long  before  it  is  vacant,  that  would  answer 
best  my  views.  It  is  at  pi^esent  filled  by  a  most  worthy  man,3  for  whom 
I  have  the  greatest  regard,  and  who  has  proved  my  friend  on  all  occasions. 
He  is,  however,  tender,  is  extremely  rich,  and  I  have  heard  some  time 
ago  a  resignation  talked  of. 

But  these  are  such  delicate  subjects,  that  one  cannot  talk  of  them;  or, 
I  have  some  reason  to  think,  if  that  should  happen,  without  very  parti- 

3  Mr.  James  Clow. 
vol.  n.  2  p 
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1772.  cular  reason,  be  would  be  disposed  to  favour  me.     But  all  sucb  things 
must  be  left  to  tbeir  own  course. 

I  delivered  your  compliments,  &c.  to  Mr.  Lumisden.1  He  tbinks  him- 
self  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  and  begged  to  assure  you  of  bis  warmest 
gratitude  for  tbe  generous  assistance  you  bave  offered  biui.  He  tells  me 
that  for  some  reasons  be  must  continue  in  tbis  country  for  two  years,  and 
cannot  yet  determine  bow  far  it  may  be  of  importance  to  him  to  give  you 
sucb  trouble. 

You  bave  heard  that  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  arrived;  we  have  seen 
him  several  times.  He  is  a  very  pretty  young  man.  You  will  surely 
have  much  credit  in  the  choice  you  bave  made  of  bis  governor ;  for, 
taking  in  all  circumstances,  I  really  don't  know  any  body  fitter  for  it,  or 
who  could  have  more  chance  of  success.  I  sympathise  very  sincerely  with 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  you,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  a  life  of  so  much 
importance  to  his  family. 

James  has  been  distressed  for  some  days  past  with  an  inflammation  in 
his  eyes.  He  is  now  quite  well.  We  were  invited  to  dine  with  the 
Ambassador  on  Sunday  last.  He  could  not  go  out  then,  and  we  wrote 
a  card  of  apology,  thro'  Colonel  Blaquiere,  to  his  Excellency.  He  re- 
turned us  a  very  polite  answer,  with  his  Lordsbip's  and  bis  enquiries,  and 
continuing  our  invitation  to  another  day. 

I  beg  my  most  respectful  compbments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  &c.  and  bave 
the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  Jardine. 


CCCXVI. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  May  5,  1772. 
Sir, 

Within  you  have  our  quarterly  accounts,  from  January  to  April  11, 
which  I  apprehend  will  require  little  further  explanation.     Tbe  fencing 

1  See  Note  2  to  No.  cccxm. 
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is  the  chief  article  to  be  taken  notice  of.  I  svish  you  had  given  your  1772. 
opinion  about  it.  It  runs  terribly  away  with  our  money,  and  not  a  little 
of  our  time.  I  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  take  them  three  times 
a-week  to  Mr.  Motet's  Salle  d'Armes,  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  les- 
sons where  all  his  scholars  meet  for  exercise.  Since  the  evenings  have  been 
good,  it  turns  out  a  very  agreable  walk  to  us,  and  they  meet  there  also  ano- 
ther set  of  young  gentlemen  of  the  first  rank.  I  am  for  turning  all  our  les- 
sons to  those  we  do  in  the  Salle,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done, 
for  the  exercise  must  be  continued  in  some  manner.  Let  me  have  your 
opinion.  I  have  wished  to  give  up  my  part  of  it,  but  have  hitherto  con- 
tinued it,  to  avoid  being  laughed  at.  They  think  nothing  at  all  here  of 
five,  or  six,  or  twelve  months'  lessons.  It  is  absolutely  a  science  here. 
They  talk  of  four  or  five  years'  study  as  we  do  of  the  College. 

The  article  to  the  dentist  I  think  well  bestowed.  He  comes  regu- 
larly, and  has  the  inspection  of  all  the  mouths  in  the  house.  They  surely 
understand  that  business  here  better  than  with  us,  in  taking  the  most 
likely  manner  of  preventing  tooth  aches. 

I  now  find  that  the  exchange,  commission,  &c.  is  paid  here,  and  which, 
I  can  assure  you,  upon  the  whole,  is  no  inconsiderable  article.  The  rate 
of  exchange  is  regulated  by  the  value  of  the  petit  ecu,  three  livre  piece, 
and  our  half-crown.  As  they  value  our  guinea  only  par  with  their  louis, 
(by  which  we  lose  more  than  3  per  cent.)  they  value  our  half-crown  as 
the  ^  of  our  guinea,  at  31  pence  ^  penny,  which  is  the  par  of  exchange. 
The  exchange  is  always  above  par.  At  the  time  of  our  draughts  it  was 
generally  32^,  which  is  about  3^  per  cent. — sometimes  above  it ;  so  that 
in  general  we  have  little  more  than  22  livres  3  sols  for  twenty  shillings 
sterling — sometimes  not  so  much.  From  this  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
loss  of  about  6tg  per  cent,  on  all  money  received  here,  which,  considering 
the  quantity  of  English  money  spent  here,  forms  a  very  considerable  ba- 
lance against  us.  The  article  of  cloaths,  &c.  is  exceedingly  high.  The 
pension  of  itself  is  quite  a  public  place,  and  all  ranks  of  people  often 
about  us. 

The  first  year,  however,  will  be  the  heaviest ;  for  every  body  must 
have  at  least  as  many  coats  as  there  are  seasons. 
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1772.  I  observe  what  you  hinted  in  Willy's  letter  with  respect  to  the  French 
comedy,  and  have  had  it  in  my  eye  for  some  time.  For  the  first  three 
months  I  deferred  it  on  account  of  the  language,  that  our  attendance 
there  might  have  all  the  advantage  possible.  As  they  cannot  possibly  go 
to  the  pit,  the  least  it  can  cost  us  is  three  livres,  and,  when  favourite 
plays  are  acted,  six  livres  each.  For  these  other  three  months  past  no- 
thing has  been  acted  that  suited  them.  There  has  been  a  great  run  after 
a  tragedy  called  the  "  Druids,"  not  yet  printed,  and  which  contains  some 
strokes  against  superstition  that  have  given  it  such  a  character.  They 
talk  of  suppressing  it.  But  its  public  character  was  too  far  advanced  to 
do  it  conveniently  before  they  noticed  it.  For  four  weeks  past  there  has 
been  a  "  relache  de  theatre "  on  account  of  the  sainte  semaine.  The 
opera  is  so  much  in  vogue  that  I  was  obliged  to  take  them  there  to  avoid 
singularity,  tho'  I  have  much  more  expectation  from  the  theatre.  I  beg 
my  respectful  compliments,  &c.  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,  &c. 

G.  Jardine. 


CCCXVII. 

Copy  Letteb:   BARON  MURE  TO  MR.  JARDINE. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  all  your  letters,  from  the  2d  March  to  the  5th 
May,  so  that  I  have  a  great  many  to  answer  at  once.  I  am  glad  you 
got  that  important  affair  of  the  buttons  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
the  parties  concerned.  But  you  were  in  the  right,  how  difficult  soever 
it  might  be,  to  treat  it  as  a  matter  of  consequence,  and  to  negociate  the 
compromise  you  entered  into.  'Tis  an  easy  sacrifice  to  great  people  to 
please  them  in  small  matters.  For  my  share,  I  don't  care  if  our  youths 
had  had  a  different  regiment  on  every  button,  till  they  had  exhausted 
the  whole  standing  army  of  France;  and  I  should  have  hked  it  the  better, 
if,  thus  overloaded  with  that  mihtary  establishment,  they  had  conceived 
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a  disgust  not  only  to  it,  but  at  the  British,  in  so  far  at  least  as  never  to  1772 
think  of  making  a  part  of  either  during  their  lives.1 

There  is  nothing  yet  determined  with  regard  to  x\dam  Ferguson's  going 
to  India,  nor  indeed  finally  with  regard  to  Mr.  Stuart's  going,  whom  he 
was  to  accompany.  'Tis  more  than  probable  that  they'll  both  go;  but 
then  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Wight's  friends,  who  are  all  John  Home's2 
too,  may  have  views  in  favour  of  Grieve,  John's  brother-in-law.  If  these 
should  not  take  place,  which  is  very  possible,  as  I  understand  several  of 
the  Council  of  Edinburgh  are  looking  towards  Beatty  of  Aberdeen, 
(whom  every  man  of  a  liberal  way  of  thinking  would  wish  to  oppose,) 
'tis  likely  that,  in  order  to  disappoint  him,  the  party  who  wish  to  sup- 
port Grieve  may  adopt  Wight.  You  may  be  sure  of  the  attention  of 
your  friends  to  every  turn  this  business  may  take.  I  was  sorry  to  find 
our  poor  friend  Leechman,  the  last  time  I  saw  him,  in  such  a  bad  state 
of  health,  that  I  could  not  with  propriety  speak  to  him  on  these  matters. 
He  had  a  very  severe  cough  and  some  very  dangerous  symptoms.  He  went 
soon  after  to  the  country,  and  is  since,  I  hear,  a  great  deal  better.  The 
next  time  I  see  him  I'll  talk  to  him  of  Clow's  resignation,  and  propose,  if 
he  judges  it  proper,  that  we  should  feel  that  ground,  as  I  know  they  are 
great  intimates.  I  approve  entirely  of  your  academic  views.  If  they 
succeed,  they  would  not  interfere  with,  but  would  rather  promote,  any 
desirable  change  of  situation  in  the  travelling  way.  I  mean  by  desirable, 
one  attended  with  an  annuity  for  life.  Without  that,  there  is  none  worth 
having  after  the  first,  which,  besides  the  pleasure  it  affords,  is  to  be  looked 
upon  as  an  apprenticeship  to  the  business. 

I  must  acknowledge  to  you  that  1  shall  be  more  anxious  for  your 
success  in  the  Colledge  line,  from  my  being  more  and  more  confirm'd  in 
my  opinion  of  your  being  highly  qualified  to  execute  the  functions  of  that 
difficult  charge  of  instructing  others,  with  distinguished  applause  to  your- 
self and  signal  benefit  to  the  public. 

I  respect  your  general  ideas  concerning  the  conduct  of  education,  and 

1  See  Note  1  to  No.  cccxm. 

2  The  author  of  "  Douglas."    See  Note  1  and  2  to  No.  cccxv. 
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1772.  concur  with  you  in  blaming  the  methods  usually  followed  ;  by  which  ab- 
stract reasoning  and  speculation  are  substituted  in  place  of  principle,  sen- 
timent, and  what  leads  directly  to  life  and  action.  You  certainly  judge 
right  in  establishing  that  the  improvement  of  the  character  is  the  great 
end  of  instruction  ;  that  it  should  aim  at  rendering  a  man  wiser  in 
conduct,  abler  in  judgment,  and  better  in  his  dispositions  and  the 
qualities  of  the  heart.  Tbese  are  the  main  objects  of  culture,  to  which 
every  other  accomplishment  should  only  be  employed  to  give  a  foil  or 
polish.  But  I  need  not  attempt  to  say,  in  other  words,  what  you  have 
said  better  already.  I  thoroughly  comprehend  your  new  plan, 
and,  in  order  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  soundness 
of  it,  by  the  only  certain  test,  that  of  experience,  I  hereby  offer  you  my 
two  youngsters  to  try  your  hand  upon,  by  way  of  specimen.  Make 
them  bold,  spirited,  and  determin'd  in  what  is  right — superior  to 
fashion,  example,  and  even  ridicule,  when  leading  to  what  is  wrong. 
Train  them  to  a  free  and  full  exercise  of  all  the  faculties  that  nature 
has  bestowed  upon  them,  and  excite  in  them  a  relish  for  employing  them. 
Let  them  be  active  and  attentive  in  the  attainment  of  every  mental 
acquisition.  Let  them  be  emulous  to  excell,  and  ambitions  of  a  fair  fame 
and  honourable  distinction.  I  shall  then  look  upon  them  as  perfectly 
well  educated,  and  bless  the  hand  that  conducted  them  in  that  course, 
tho'  it  had  never  once  pointed  out  to  them  the  intricate  paths  of  what  is 
vainly  termed  philosophy.  I  wish  you  would  give  me  a  particular 
account  of  these  boys ;  could  not  you  draw  me  the  character  of  each  of 
them  ?  but  I  must  insist  it  may  be  done  with  an  impartial  pencil.  Tell 
me  the  fort  and  the  foible  of  either ;  of  what  stuff  they  are  made ;  what 
seems  to  be  the  bent  of  their  young  minds,  and  where  the  current  is 
likely  to  sett.  You  say  you  are  to  write  me,  in  a  few  weeks,  of  some, 
changes  you  propose  to  introduce  in  your  studies,  with  a  complete  view 
of  every  thing  of  importance  to  deserve  my  notice.  Pray  let  this 
Prospectus  I  am  wanting  make  part  of  that  letter  ;  and,  if  it  should  be 
sent  off  before  this  reaches  you,  I  beg  the  other  may  come  by  way  of 
supplement.  It  will  enable  me  better  to  judge  of  every  other  particular. 
I  have  look'd  over  your  second  quarterly  account.     I  make  no  doubt  of 
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its  being  quite  exact,  tho'  I  have  not  here  the  former  to  compare  with  it.  1772. 
That  I  shall  do  when  I  go  to  Edinburgh. 


CCCXVIII. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  June  16,  1772. 
Sir, 

My  last  letter  contained  an  extract  of  our  quarterly  accounts.  In 
this  I  propose  to  give  you  an  exact  state  of  all  our  accounts  of  a  different 
nature.  You  know  that,  hitherto,  much  of  our  time  has  been  taken  up 
with  Latin.  I  think  them  now  pretty  well  founded  in  its  principles,  and 
they  have  in  general  as  much  knowledge  of  that  language  as  can  be  expected 
from  their  years.  For  the  future,  we  are  not  to  spend  on  it  more  than 
one  hour  regularly  per  day,  and  are  resolved  to  read,  directly  forward, 
every  author,  till  we  have  finished  the  subject,  or  as  much  of  it  as  we 
think  for  our  purpose ;  and  to  treat  every  Latin  book  precisely  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  were  English.  We  shall  take  care  to  pass  nothing; 
material,  either  in  grammar  or  sense,  without  being  as  well  acquainted 
with  it  as  our  circumstances  will  permit.  Something  of  what  we  read 
will,  no  doubt,  be  forgot ;  but  that  would  be  the  case  if  we  were  reading 
Enghsh ;  and  why  should  we  pay  more  respect  to  the  one  than  to  the 
other  1  In  short,  I  intend  to  make  them  believe  that  they  are  youno- 
gentlemen,  reading  a  language  with  which  they  are  well  acquainted,  to 
acquire  the  sentiments  of  the  author,  and  no  longer  school-boys,  confined 
to  the  declension  of  nouns  and  verbs.  To  carry  on  this  idea,  we  each  of 
us  in  our  turn  read  sentence  or  chapter,  and  accustom  ourselves,  as  often 
as  we  can,  to  give  the  sense  of  the  author,  without  any  grammatical 
arrangement  of  the  words.  By  the  above  means  we  hope  to  become 
familiar  with  the  language,  and  upon  the  most  extensive  and  useful 
plan. 
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1772.  We  propose  to  give  to  the  mathematics  all  the  time  we  can  spare 
from  the  Latin.  They  have  attended  a  mathematical  class  for  many 
months  past,  of  which  they  can  give  me  little  farther  account,  except 
that  they  have  been  always  "beginning  to  begin."  We  have  again 
begun  Euclid,  and  shall  go  on  regularly,  but  slowly.  I  propose,  as  we 
go  along,  to  apply  our  mathematics,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the  plainer 
and  simpler  principles  of  mensuration,  architecture,  and  some  of  the  easier 
branches  of  natural  philosophy.  I  conceive  nothing  of  so  much  impor- 
tance, in  teaching  mathematics,  as  to  accompany  that  study,  as  early  as 
possible,  with  everything  that  can  suggest  ideas  of  its  utility;  and,  by  the 
way,  I  think  that  too  little  attended  to  in  our  public  plan  of  teaching 
mathematics.  What  suppose  we  should  also  begin  the  first  principles  of 
Algebra  ?  I  know  no  study  that  should  be  begun  more  early.  I  believe 
it  almost  impossible  to  attain  any  facility  in  it  at  an  advanced  period. 
I  know  something  of  that  from  my  own  experience,  and  have  often 
observed  it  in  others  I  have  no  fear  of  distracting  their  minds  with 
the  variety  of  studies.  They  are  all  upon  the  same  plan.  Give  boys 
enough  of  exercise  and  amusement,  and  they  can  learn  ten  things  as 
easily  as  one.  I  beg  your  opinion  upon  all  these  subjects.  We  have 
begun  Italian,  and  are  at  present  drudging  thro'  the  conjugaisons.  We 
have  taken  one  of  the  ushers  here  for  our  master,  who  teaches  Italian 
privately  to  many  of  the  people  of  fashion  in  town.  Our  other  operations 
of  reading  history,  &c.  shall  go  on  much  in  the  same  manner  as  formerly. 
Tho',  in  fact,  with  one  thing  and  another,  they  have  not  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  spare.  In  this  season  too,  when  the  weather  is  fine,  they  must 
have  some  more  amusement  than  formerly.  I  recollect  nothing  more 
particular  at  present.  I  beg  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  &c. 
and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  &c. 

G.  Jardine. 

P.S. — I  find  that  our  political  system  here  will  soon  be  totally 
changed.  You  have  heard  that  Lord  Harcourt  goes  to  Ireland,  and,  I 
suppose,  Colonel  Blaquiere  also.     Lord  Stormont  is  said  to  come  here. 
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I  suppose  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  us  another  letter  of  credit,  1772. 
to  be  ready  for  his  Lordship,  as  I  find  it  is  useful  for  us  to  attend  the 
chapel.  Besides  other  reasons,  it  is  a  place  of  ceremony;  a  kind  of  levee; 
and  we  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all  the  English  and  Scots  of  rank 
who  come  here.  You  will  have  time  enough  to  prepare  for  us  before 
his  Lordship's  arrival. 


CCCXIX. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  Aug.  30,  1772. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  Willie's  cover,  to  tell  you,  in  general,  that 
all  our  affairs  are  going  on  well,  in  the  usual  regular  train,  much  to  my 
satisfaction. 

I  notice  what  you  say  in  Willie's  letter,  with  regard  to  the  play-house, 
sermons,  &c;  and  have  that  matter  always  in  view.  I  have  thought  it 
proper  not  to  go  too  frequently  to  plays,  &c.  at  present;  as  it  would  of 
course  break  in  upon  our  regular  studies.  For  some  months  before  we 
leave  this  place  we  do  not  propose  to  confine  ourselves  so  close  to  Pension 
rules;  and  they  are  every  day  gaining  in  the  view  of  reaping  advantage 
from  these  places.  I  propose,  with  your  approbation,  to  make  a  jaunt 
with  them,  during  the  time  of  the  vintage,  of  four  or  five  days,  into  the 
nearest  vine  country.  They  are  capable  of  understanding  something 
about  it;  and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  leave  this  place  without  giving 
them  some  notion  of  it.  I  intended  to  have  gone  to  satisfy  my  own 
curiosity,  as  I  could  have  left  them  very  safely  for  some  days;  but,  upon 
reflection,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  go  all  together.  I  am  afraid  that 
I  am  too  late  of  mentioning  this  plan ;  for  if  you  have  not  leisure  to  write 
soon,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  proceed  without  orders ;  as  the  vintage  is 
very  far  on.  Perhaps  next  season  may  be  too  late  for  our  convenience, 
which  is  another  reason  for  not  delaying  it. 
vol.  u.  2  Q 
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1772.  There  is  a  M.  Roger,  a  Frenchman,  here,  who  is  known  to  Mr.  Andrew 
Stuart,  and  who  does  all  the  little  obliging  offices  he  can  to  us.  He  has 
wrote  to  Mr.  Stuart  (if  possible)  to  provide  him  in  some  department  or 
other,  as  interpreter,  &c.  as  he  understands  English,  and  several  other 
languages.  He  has  lost  his  business  here,  by  being  put  in  the  Bastile  for 
eight  months,  by  treachery  of  a  friend,  and  a  misrepresentation  of  some- 
thing said  to  be  wrote  by  him;  and  is  really  a  good  sort  of  body.  He  is 
very  anxious  to  know  if  Mr.  Stuart  has  received  bis  letters,  or  could  have 
it  in  his  power  to  do  any  thing  for  him.  If  Mr.  Stuart  is  in  Scotland, 
we  beg  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  mention  tbis  affair.  I  beg  my  most 
respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  &c.  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Gr.  Jardine. 


CCCXX. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BAROX  MURE, 

Paris,  Sep.  13,  1772. 
Sir, 

You  asked  some  time  ago  a  particular  account  of  the  boys — of  the 
apparent  bent  of  their  minds,  and  extent  of  their  faculties.  Some  such 
account  may  not  be  an  improper  introduction  to  this  letter.  I  would 
have  acquitted  myself  more  easily  of  this  task  to  any  other  person  than 
to  a  father;  and  particularly  to  you,  who  are  so  well  qualified  to  judge 
in  that  matter,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  add  much  to  your  own  observa- 
tions :  nor  shall  I  acquit  myself  altogether  of  partiality;  but  am  perfectly 
certain  of  having  no  intention  either  to  deceive  or  disappoint  you. 

But  notwithstanding  any  little  advantage  they  may  have  from  my 
experience,  and  even  every  thing  so  promising  on  their  part,  we  must 
not  absolutely  promise  to  ourselves,  as  certain,  all  that  success  in  future 
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which  is  at  present  the  object  of  our  warmest  hopes  and  wishes.     Such  1772 
is  the  critical  state  of  young  minds,  that  one  day,  one  person,  one  opinion, 
may  ruin  the  industry  of  years. 

In  a  short  time  they  must  feel  the  effects  of  a  new  set  of  ideas,  to 
which  they  are  perfectly  strangers  at  present,  and  which  makes  an 
important  epoch  in  the  history  of  youth.  Their  introduction  to  the  world 
is  a  period  important  and  dangerous.  They  shall  be  guarded  with  un- 
ceasing attention,  while  they  are  more  particularly  under  my  care ;  and 
it  is  no  small  consolation  to  me,  that  I  have  the  prospect  of  delivering 
them  safe  and  sound  to  your  own  protection,  before  they  enter  on  that 
important  and  dangerous  scene.  You  will  now  take  a  view  of  our  diffe- 
rent studies,  to  come  to  the  point  in  question. 

I  have  somewhat  changed  my  opinion  with  respect  to  the  degree 
of  perfection  to  be  acquired  and  retained  of  the  French  language.  I 
believe  it  impossible  to  retain  any  two  languages,  for  any  time,  toge- 
ther, with  equal  propriety.  Both  the  accent  and  idiom  of  an  acquired 
language  will  be  gradually  lost,  when  there  is  no  opportunity  of  exercise. 
It  must  not  be  expected  that  those  who  possess  both  readily  at  present, 
can  preserve  them  in  the  same  state  for  five  or  six  years.  It  is  not 
even  the  occasional  habit  of  speaking  now  and  then  French,  as  with 
us,  that  will  prevent  it.  The  great  object,  therefore,  with  respect  to  an 
acquired  language,  is  to  pronounce  it  with  facility — without  trouble 
to  one's  self  or  others.  Every  thing  further  may  be  an  advantage ; 
but  it  it  is  doubtful  how  far  it  should  be  made  an  object.  Your 
sons,  particularly  William,  has  the  habits  of  accent  and  pronuncia- 
tion to  such  a  degree,  that  at  the  last  play  no  body  knew  him  to  be 
English.  I  asked  that  question  at  fifty  persons,  and  was  equally  as- 
sured by  all.  I  submit  it  therefore  as  a  question  :  Whether  four  or  five 
months  longer,  at  present,  would  make  any  difference  six  or  seven  years 
hence  ?  They  write  French — even  with  fewer  grammatical  errors  than 
English.  But  the  command  of  writing  both  languages — that  is,  the  free- 
dom of  expressing  themselves — is  the  gradual  work  of  time.  It  may  be 
expected  by  some,  that  boys  who  return  from  France  should  be  perfectly 
dextrous  in  all  the  evolutions  of  external  politeness.     I  know  that  both 
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1772.  of  them  are  possessed  of  the  real  fundamental  principles  of  good 
breeding — a  desire  to  please,  and  neither  do  or  say  anything  that  is 
disagreable.  But  still  they  are  boys,  and  must  act  as  such.  A  Pension 
is  much  the  same  here  as  any  where  else.  The  constant  habit  of  seeing 
and  assembling  with  the  same  persons — of  being  always  with  their  equals, 
cannot  possibly  have  great  effect  upon  the  external  polish.  It  is  not  to  be 
got,  but  in  the  world,  in  different  societies,  in  mixed  company  of  superiors, 
inferiors,  and  equals.  Bruneteau  is  at  great  pains  to  keep  them  at  their 
bows.  I  have  pointed  out  the  boys  who  please  me  most  in  that  article. 
They  remember  it  and  forget  it  occasionally.  It  would  do  them  more 
ill  than  good  to  be  eternally  lecturing  them  on  the  subject.  Their  pro- 
gress in  drawing,  as  another  French  object,  pleases  their  master  more 
than  it  does  me.  I  have  laboured  and  flattered  several  times  to  bring 
over  the  master  to  my  ideas  on  that  subject,  but  almost  to  no  purpose. 
They  are  continually  working  at  eyes,  noses,  and  ears,  and  to  no  purpose. 
I  told  him  that  my  idea  of  drawing,  for  a  gentleman,  was  not  so  much 
the  perfection  of  a  master  as  the  facility  of  copying  every  occurring  ob- 
ject; and  that  I  considered  it  as  a  species  of  geometrical  language.  But 
all  I  could  get  from  him  was :  that  "  the  command  of  the  hand,  and 
management  of  the  pencil,  must  first  be  obtained;"  all  very  true  and 
necessary;  but  in  our  case  not  to  the  degree  which  he  understands 
them.  But  every  thing  whatever  here  is  a  study  of  ten  or  twelve  years. 
M.  Motet  told  us  t'other  day  that  in  five  or  six  years  we  would  fence 
very  well.  I  said  nothing,  but  laughed  consent.  I  need  say  nothing 
about  dancing,  but  that  we  shall  make  it  as  much  an  object  of  attention 
as  possible. 

If  ever  they  have  occasion  to  be  in  this  country,  I  apprehend  that 
they  have  already  such  acquaintance  as  may  introduce  them  into  good 
company.  They  will  surely  meet  with  some  of  their  class-fellows  in  the 
gay  circle;  and  their  having  lived  so  long  together  will  be  sufficient  intro- 
duction. Even  Bruneteau  himself  could  be  of  considerable  use  with 
that  view,  having  such  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  parents  of  his 
'Eleves;  and  is  also  himself  an  exceeding  well-bred  man.  After  all,  it 
may  be  doubted  how  far  that  may  ever  deserve  to  be  an  object  with 
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them  ;  never  surely  was  less  to  be  learned,  among  people  of  fashion,  than  1772. 
in  this  country  at  present.     Never  was  it  more  dangerous   for  a  young 
man  to  pick  up  his  education  among  them.     It  is  almost  impossible 
but  either  the  person,   the  purse,   or  the   principles,  pay   for  the   ex- 
periment. 

As  to  the  objects  more  particularly  under  my  eye,  without  entering 
into  any  detail — I  promise  you  that,  by  the  time  we  return,  they  shall 
read  Latin  with  very  considerable  ease;  they  shall  have  finished  the  six 
books  of  Euclid,  and  perhaps  understand  something  of  the  first  principles 
of  plain  geometry  and  algebra;  they  shall  know  how  to  read  and  under- 
stand history  with  improvement;  and  I  hope  have  acquired  considerable 
facility  in  digesting  and  expressing  their  thoughts  on  that  or  any  subject. 
To  all  which  must  be  added  then  acquaintance  with  the  Italian  language, 
to  what  degree  I  cannot  possibly  say,  as  we  have  so  many  things  upon  our 
hands  at  present. 

From  the  above  hints,  you  may  judge  what  appearance  we  are  likely 
to  make  when  we  return  to  you,  and  perhaps  will  be  able  to  determine 
as  to  the  period. 

One  thing  is  essential  to  be  mentioned:  William's1  years  will  soon 
make  every  Pension  of  this  kind  an  improper  situation  for  him,  even  with 
any  advantage  he  may  have  from  his  particular  circumstances.  He  will 
be  soon  too  far  advanced  to  be  the  constant  companion  of  French  boys. 
He  told  me  t'other  day,  that,  in  some  months  hence,  two  of  his  companions 
(and  to  whom  he  is  much  attached)  were  to  leave  the  Pension  ;  and  added, 
that  "all  the  rest  of  the  boys  were  too  young  to  be  his  companions." 
The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  habits  of  conversation  should  be  begun, 
and  occasional  opportunitys  fall  in  his  way  of  hearing  grave  important 
subjects.  Nothing  of  that  kind  can  be  acquired  here.  There's  no  inter- 
mediate state  here  between  boys  and  men.  To-day  Monsieur  is  a  pen- 
sion-boy, to-morrow  a  soldier,  companion,  and  quite  a  gentleman.  We 
have  had  several  instances   of  that  since  our  arrival.     I   hope,  from  this 

l  The  eldest  boy. 
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1772.  hint,  you'll  understand,  foresee,  and  judge  of  every  thing  which  has  the 
smallest  connection  with  it. 

We  beo-an  some  time  ago  an  exercise  which  is  extremely  useful,  and 
from  which  I  expect  very  considerable  advantages.  I  found  that  in  the 
chapel  they  had  sometimes,  for  half  an  hour  or  more,  nothing  to  do 
but  look  at  their  fingers,  and  laugh  at  the  rest.  I  told  the  Abbe  that  I 
would  put  into  their  hands  some  books  of  religious  and  moral  instruction 
to  commit  to  their  memory.  He  very  readily  consented ;  I  believe  be- 
cause they  were  very  mischievous,  and  disturbed  the  rest.  Accordingly, 
with  the  fruits  of  this  short  time,  I  propose  to  present  you,  at  our  return, 
with  almost  every  thing  that  is  beautiful  in  Milton,  Thomson,  Shenstone, 
Gray.  I  have  given  each  of  them  a  book,  and  every  poem  which  is  ex- 
actly got  by  heart  is  there  inscribed.  I  have  proposed  occasionally  to  re- 
vise them,  and  to  tear  out  every  leaf  that  is  forgot.  In  short,  it  is  an 
exercise  exceedingly  agreable  to  us  all.  I  know  none  so  proper  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  a  good  taste.  Such  variety  of  beautiful  sentiment  received^ 
encouraged,  and  cherished  in  the  mind,  will,  I  hope,  produce  most  satis- 
factory fruits.  It  shall  now  and  then  be  our  entertainment  to  repeat  and 
examine  our  stock  of  poems.  I  send  this  by  Colonel  Blaquiere:  he  is  to 
leave  this  place  soon.  The  secretary  of  Lord  Stormont  is  expected  some 
of  these  days.  The  affair  of  Sweden  makes  considerable  noise  here  at 
present  ;2  and  1  believe  is  far  from  being  disagreable  to  a  great  many. 
All  political  matters  are  very  quiet.  But,  indeed,  they  may  almost 
change  a  Parliament  every  day  without  much  noise  or  talk  about  it ; 
which  must  be  considered  as  a  hint  to  others  to  mind  their  own  affairs. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  on   the   above  subject  at  your  con- 
venience.    I  beg  my  most  respectfid  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all 
the  familv  ;   and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
G.  Jakdine. 
-  This  alludes  to  the  violent  changes  effected  in  the  constitution  of  that  country,  by 

Gustavus  III.,  shortly  after  his  accession  to  the  throne,  in  1771. 
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CCCXXI. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  January  14,  1773. 

Sir, 

I  have  not  yet  hinted  any  thing  of  our  intended  change1  to  the  hoys, 

nor  do  I  think  it  necessary  to  take  up  their  heads  with  it  till  about  the 
time.  I  shall  be  glad,  however,  to  have  your  advices  and  direction,  as 
soon  as  possible,  inclosed  to  me,  and  ready  to  be  produced  to  them  in  due 
time.  I  believe  it  will  be  best  to  introduce  this  plan  to  them  as  a  kind 
of  indulgence  suggested  entirely  from  their  former  good  conduct,  and 
which  would  never  have  been  proposed,  without  the  firmest  belief  that 
it  will  redouble  their  attention  and  industry  :  that  it  supposes  them 
reasonable,  and  manly,  and  would  be,  of  all  other  things,  the  most  im- 
proper for  foolish  or  frivolous  boys.  You  will  explain  to  them  the  general 
intention  of  our  change  :  that  it  is  to  take  them  from  boys,  much  younger 
than  themselves,  who  are  never  likely  to  have  any  great  object  before 
them,  but  to  amuse  themselves  with  guns,  and  swords,  and  laced  uni- 
forms. That  it  is  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  mixing  with  men,  to  be- 
gin the  habits  of  conversation,  the  most  useful  and  agreeable  of  all  others; 
to  learn  them  to  hear  as  well  as  to  speak;  to  express  properly  what  they 
know,  and  to  enquire  and  ask  pertinent  questions  about  what  they  wish 
to  know ;  in  short,  to  consider  every  person  they  meet  with  as  an  object 
of  examination;  to  apply  all  their  attention  and  sagacity  to  discover  of 
what  stuff  they  are  made,  find  if  there  is  any  thing  to  be  learned,  imitated, 
or  avoided.  I  know  that  these  objects  are  by  far  too  complicated  and 
extensive  for  their  years.  But  what  disadvantage  can  there  arise  in 
directing  them  towards  the  right  path?  every  thing  must  have  a  begin- 
ning. They  must  promise  to  you,  that,  as  it  may  be  convenient  occa- 
sionally to  attend  the  comedy,  they  must  consider  it  under  the  double 

1  From  the  Pension  to  independent  lodgings  in  the  town. 
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1773.  view  of  improvement  and  amusement:  that  it  is  by  far  too  great  an  expense 
to  make  it  a  kind  of  puppet  show,  in  gazing  emptily  at  the  heads  or 
dress  of  the  company;  but  that  attention  is  expected  to  the  play,  the 
sentiments,  the  language,  the  actors,  their  qualities  and  defects;  to  a 
thousand  things,  which  attention  and  the  desire  of  improvement  will 
suggest.  It  may  be  hinted  that  they  must  not  take  it  into  their  heads 
that  they  are  finer  gentlemen  than  before,  because  they  are  taken  out  of 
the  pension ;  that  they  are  still  nothing  but  students  ;  must  have  no  other 
object  but  habits  of  application;  and  must  be  deprived  of  every  indulgence 
that  seems  in  the  most  distant  degree  to  endanger  or  interfere  with  these 
important  exercises. 

After  all,  though  I  give  you  this  trouble,  I  can  assure  you  Arith  truth, 
that  I  have  not  the  smallest  idea  that  they  will  have  occasion  for  any 
other  advice  than  my  own  in  any  of  those  articles.  1  knew  however 
your  letter  will  be  of  much  advantage.  Besides  giving  an  idea  of  impor- 
tance to  their  object,  it  warms  their  hearts,  animates  their  affections — 
makes  them  think  and  feel.  We  have  had  public  exercises  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  lately,  of  which  you  will  soon  hear.  They  have  carried 
every  thing  before  them — James  the  first  prize  for  mathematics  and 
geography,  and  William  the  second.  In  one  sense  it  is  no  great  affair, 
even  tho'  there  are  several  who  have  been  many  years  here.  In  another, 
it  is  no  little  testimony  of  their  superiority,  even  in  the  face  of  all  the 
great  parents  concerned,  to  receive  the  honours  for  which  their  own 
sons  were  candidates.  But,  indeed,  it  is  so  acknowledged  and  known,  by 
the  meanest  person  about  the  house,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  deprive 
them  of  them  without  the  greatest  absurdity. 

If  Mr.  Hume,  or  any  of  your  acquaintances,  could  give  us  any  letters 
to  some  of  the  literati  here,  I  would  think  it  was  more  acceptable  than  ever, 
if  it  was  only  to  know  the  names  and  persons  of  men  that  bear  such  a 
figure  in  the  learned  world.  I  know  it  is  exceeding  difficult,  or  almost 
impossible,  to  be  on  any  easy  footing  with  the  tMO  or  three  men  so  cele- 
brated here.  I  have  found  access  to  some  of  them  myself,  in  certain 
companies,  but  in  such  a  general  way  that  it  is  of  no  sort  of  use;  their  time 
is  so  much  taken  up,  and  they  are  so  much  courted  by  strangers  of  rank 
and  condition.     There's  a  Monsieur  Suarthere,  translator  of  Dr.  Robert- 
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son's  Charles  V.  a  man  of  considerable  character  in  the  circle  of  the  literati.  1773. 
I  could  have  been  very  easily  introduced  to  him  some  time  ago,  but  have 
hitherto  deferred  it,  in  the  prospect  of  my  boys  having  the  same  advan- 
tage, and  till  we  have  enquired  of  you  whether  you  could  obtain  a  let- 
ter from  Dr.  Robertson  to  him,  which  I  know  would  be  received  as  the 
best  method  of  introduction.  Young  gentlemen  here  for  their  education, 
recommended  to  a  man  of  learning,  and  by  Dr.  Robertson,  would 
give  us  great  importance  with  him.  I  only  mention  these  things  to  you 
at  large.     You  will  judge  accordingly. 

I  beg  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  all  the 
family.  We  are  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of  the  trouble  they  have  had 
with  robbers.  I  hope  some  effectual  measures  have  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent such  disorders.  With  the  caddies  of  Edinburgh  for  information, 
and  with  the  civil  and  military  establishments  there,  one  would  not  think 
it  difficult  to  remedy  them. 

I  hope  I  have  not  forgot  anything,  as  we  are  at  present  a  little  hur- 
ried with  business  on  hand.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Gr.  Jardine. 

I  hope  that  I  sha'nt  be  found  guilty  of  any  crime,  to  tell  you  that 
there  is  now  great  prospect  of  a  reconciliation  between  the  Court  and 
the  Princes  of  the  Blood.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  P.  of  Conde  has  been  at 
Versailles,  and  was  well  received ;  and,  also,  that  the  Princes  have  had 
frequent  meetings  among  themselves.  A  marriage  is  talked  of  between 
the  Count  DArtois  and  Mademoiselle  De  Conde:  very  likely  suggest- 
ed to  become  the  means  of  their  union.  Not  one  word  of  the  old 
P 1? 


2r 
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CCCXXII. 
MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  Feb.  3,  1773. 
Sir, 

The  boys  have  been  so  much  engaged  for  some  days  past,  with  one 
thing  and  another,  that  they  could  not  possibly  have  their  letters  ready. 
1  assure  you  that  it  is  no  fault  of  them.  They  like  that  exercise  much 
better  than  ever,  and  are  every  day  acquiring  much  more  facility  at  it. 

We  returned  last  night  from  Versailles,  most  prodigiously  satisfied 
with  our  visit,  and  had  the  best  reasons  to  be  so.  I  wish  you  could  have 
seen  the  youngsters  on  that  occasion ;  you  would  have  found  many 
reasons  to  be  satisfied  also.  You  will  have  an  account  of  this  memorable 
expedition  from  themselves,  and,  therefore,  my  information  is  to  be  more 
general,  and  only  fit  for  your  own  private  use.  On  Candlemass  day, 
there  is  a  procession  of  the  Cordon-Bleu,  on  which  account  the  Court  is 
extremely  brilliant.  Mr.  Kennedy  asked  me  to  go  along  with  him ;  I 
instantly  proposed  to  make  a  larger  party,  so  we  went  all  together.  At 
Versailles,  the  Duke  de  Fleury,  who  has  a  son  at  this  pension,  knew 
their  uniform,  and  spoke  to  them.  After  going  through  all  the  ceremony 
of  seeing  every  thing  at  Versailles,  we  proposed  to  set  out  for  Paris,  and, 
in  going  to  the  coach,  found  the  king  just  setting  out  for  La  Muette  on 
a  hunting  party.  We  resolved  to  join  the  suite,  as  it  was  not  far  out  of 
our  way,  to  see  the  "  Petit  Couvert,"  and  some  other  objects  that  cannot 
be  so  well  seen  at  Versailles.  We  were  no  sooner  in  the  anti-chamber  at 
La  Muette  than  we  had  the  honour  of  meeting  with  our  acquaintance 
the  Duke  of  Fleury,  who  again  saluted  us,  asked  us  very  politely  if  we 
wished  to  see  the  king  sup,  and  told  us  he  would  return  and  take  care 
to  place  us  properly.  He  did  so,  and  placed  us  most  conveniently.  Being 
once  introduced  by  him,  every  body  gave  place  to  us.  The  king  soon 
entered.     There  was  a  covert  of  near  forty  places,  a  most  magnificent 
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supper,  and  many  Grands  Seigneurs,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  &c.  About  177.3. 
the  middle  of  supper,  the  Duke  of  Flemy  sent  them  a  large  piece  of 
cake;  soon  after,  another  thing;  and  then  again,  after  several  things,  a 
glass  of  wine.  As  they  were  exposed  in  the  front,  the  eyes  of  everybody 
were  turned  on  them.  A  thousand  questions  were  asked  me  by  the 
Seigneurs  who  were  not  at  table ;  all  of  them  thought  them  charming 
boys.  When  the  dessert  arrived,  the  Duke  of  Fleury  sent  for  them  to 
come  to  where  he  sat,  which  was  at  the  middle  of  the  table  just  opposite 
to  the  king,  and  then  gave  them  many  sweet-meats,  &c.  The  king  soon 
got  his  eye  upon  them,  and  asked  the  duke  who  those  young  gentlemen 
were?  their  names,  &c.  The  duke  answered,  they  were  Jeunes  Eccossais. 
at  Paris  for  their  education,  and  at  the  same  pension  with  his  own  son ; 
after  that,  they  passed  almost  along  the  one  side  of  the  table,  every  one 
taking  notice  of  them  in  the  politest  manner.  A  certain  celebrated  lady ' 
also  took  notice  of  them,  and  asked  such  like  questions  as  above.  They 
continued,  all  the  time  they  were  at  table,  answering  all  questions  with 
as  much  ease  as  if  they  had  been  at  your  table  ;  while  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
I  were  almost  trembling,  and  exceedingly  anxious  about  their  acquitting 
themselves  well.  We  had  no  reason,  however,  for  every  body  was  tres 
content.  When  the  king  was  ready2  to  go  out,  we  took  again  our  place. 
He  had  to  pass  quite  near  us.  When  he  passed,  he  turned  to  them  very 
particularly,  and  looked  with  much  good  nature,  and  as  if  he  would  have 
spoke  to  them,  if  it  had  not  been  against  the  etiquette.  When 
Madame  du  Barri  passed,  she  stood  for  more  than  a  minute,  with  another 
lady,  and  said  many  fine  things  of  them.  The  Duke  de  Fleury,  whom 
we  are  obliged  for  the  future  to  consider  as  the  best  bred  man  we  have 
ever  seen,  came  up  to  us  again,  made  me  many  compliments  upon  mv 

1  Madame  du  Barri,  mistress  of  Louis,  afterwards  guillotined,  during  the  reign  of 
Terror,  in  1793. 

2  Extract  from  memoranda  referred  to  in  Note  to  No.  cccxi. — "  When  the  Dauphine 
rose  to  go  away,  I  remember  her  lady  in  waiting — of  a  certain  age — I  think  the  Duchesse 
de  Noailles,  whose  duty  it  was  to  offer  her  a  cup,  could  not  get  near  her,  as,  when  she 
went  on  one  side,  the  Dauphine  playfully  went  to  the  other.  Poor  Marie  Antoinette  little 
thought  then  that  this  disregard  of  form  was  to  bring  her  to  the  scaffold." 
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1773.  young  boys,  and  asked  me  if  we  would  take  places  in  his  coach  with  them; 
he  was  that  moment  going  to  Paris.  We  thanked  him  in  the  best  man- 
ner we  could,  and  told  him  that  a  coach  waited  for  us  at  the  gate,  and 
thus  the  whole  ceremony  ended ;  except  that,  the  moment  we  got  into 
the  coach,  Mr.  Kennedy  and  I  took  care  to  assist  them  at  the  sweet- 
meats, &c. 

Every  body  here  speaks  much  of  their  reception.  Bruneteau  was  vastly 
satisfied.  It  will  be  of  advantage  to  him.  We  too  cannot  have  lost  any- 
thing by  it :  it  shows  us  that  we  have  been  so  far  right  in  our  calculation, 
that  it  is  better  to  pay  a  little  more  for  the  best  Pension,  or  the  Pension 
best  known ;  for  we  could  not  have  had  the  same  reception  if  we  had 
been  at  any  other  Pension  in  Paris.  I  have  been  thinking  whether  it  is 
possible  to  keep  up  our  connection  with  the  Fleury  family,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  show  our  gratitude  for  past  favours.  When  the  boys  leave 
the  Pension,  it  is  a  custom  to  make  some  little  trifling  present  to  all  the 
rest.  Do  you  think  this  speculation  worthy  of  a  neat,  elegant,  steel  sword 
for  young  Mi  de  Fleury  ? 3  They  are  much  a  la  mode  here  at  pre- 
sent, and  it  is  the  only  thing  that  occurs  to  me  that  can  be  presented. 
Sir  James  is  in  London  ;  Alexander4  writes  to  him  the  history  of  the 
expedition.  If  you  please  you  may  hint  it,  and  he  could  execute  the 
commission.  But  I  beg  you  will  give  no  attention  to  this  hint,  if  it  do 
not  appear  to  you  quite  proper  or  useful. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

G.  Jardine. 

3  Extract  from  memoranda  above  cited  : — 

"  Young  Fleury,  with  whom  we  kept  up  a  correspondence  for  two  or  three  years  after- 
wards, was  sent  by  Louis  XVIII.  after  the  year  1814,  (being  then  Due  de  Fleury,)  to 
look  after  some  property  his  Majesty  had  left  at  Hart  well ;  and  I  narrowly  and  unluckily 
escaped  hearing-  of  it  until  he  was  leaving,  and  got  a  message  from  him  to  beg  I  would 
come  and  see  lum  at  Paris.  He  had  a  fall  from  his  horse  in  1820,  broke  his  leg,  and  died ; 
and,  when  I  visited  Paris  in  1821,  I  saw  his  grave  in  the  Pere  la  Chaise." 

4  Sir  James  Campbell  of  Ardkinlas,  and  Alexander  his  son,  who  was  of  the  party.  Sec- 
Note  to  No.  cccxi. 
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CCCXXIII. 

BARON  MURE  TO  MR.  JARDESTE. 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  22,  1773. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  3d,  by  the  same  post  that 
brought  Willie's  of  the  7  th  to  his  sisters ;  and  last  night  I  received 
yours  of  the  10th,  together  with  the  quarterly  accounts.  The  articles  I 
observe  are  somewhat  encreased,  but  I  don't  grudge  them  in  the  least. 
The  general  expense — I  am  satisfied  in  my  present  opinion — is  laid  out 
for  a  valuable  purpose,  and  the  particular  sums  properly  applied.  If 
we  should  unhappily  be  afterwards  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  first,  yet 
still  the  second  is  only  the  difference  between  doing  the  same  thing  in  a 
handsome  or  in  a  niggardly  manner;  which  I  have  always  observed  through 
life  is  much  less  than  those  people  who  are  disposed  to  be  very  saving 
can  ever  perceive.  In  order  to  be  successful  in  saving,  a  man  must  avoid 
the  occasions  of  expense;  for  if  he  gives  in  to  them,  he  may  indeed  dis- 
tinguish himself  as  a  scrub,  but  his  money  will  be  gone  nevertheless. 
Thus,  according  to  my  notion,  if  you  were  to  go  upon  the  true  saving 
principles,  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  come  home;  while  you  con- 
tinue out,  do  the  thing  with  economy,  but  properly  :  the  odds  is  very 
inconsiderable.  Your  account  of  your  expedition  and  reception  at  court, 
was,  you  may  beheve,  very  agreable  to  all  here.  I  think  it  should  have  a 
good  effect  on  the  young  creatures,  by  giving  them  an  early  impression 
what  an  engaging  thing  politeness  is,  and  how  much  is  gained  by  a  little 
obliging  attention  and  civility.  Perhaps,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  do 
them  mischief.  The  notice  taken  of  them  may  inspire  somewhat  of 
vanity  or  conceit.  I  beg  you  would  tell  me  how  it  operates  ;  for  this  is 
a  great  epoch  in  their  lives,  and  will  be  long  remembered,  and  often  re- 
counted. I  approve  entirely  your  proposal  with  regard  to  the  steel 
sword  ;  and  have  two  posts  ago  wrote  to  Sir  James,  desiring  him  to  be 
at  pains  to  purchase  that  present  for  the  young  Monsieur  De  Fleury ; 
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1773.  and  to  send  it  over  with  the  first  opportunity.1  I  desired  him  to  advise 
you  that  he  would  do  so ;  in  order  that  if  it  should  not  he  come  before 
you  quit  the  Pension,  you  might  mention  it,  and  let  it  he  known  it  was 
intended.  You'll  consider  how  the  thing  is  to  be  done,  in  such  a  way 
as  best  to  answer  the  purpose  you  propose  ;  that  of  keeping  up  and  im- 
proving the  connection.  You'll  think  too  whether  it  might  not  be  pi"o- 
per  to  wait  upon  the  Due,  along  with  Monsieur  son  fils,  to  return  him 
thanks  for  his  politeness. 

I  was  to  have  wrote  you  by  this  post,  tho'  I  had  not  received  your 
two  last,  to  have  transmitted  to  you  Dr.  Robertson's  letter  to  M.  Suart, 
and  Mr.  Hume's  to  Baron  Daulbaque  and  M.  D'Alembert,  which  they 
both  promised  to  send  me  this  evening.  The  Doctor  sends  two  letters — 
one  introductory  for  you,  the  other  in  the  course  of  his  correspondence 
with  M.  Suart ;  which  he  begs  you'll  also  deliver.  My  friend  Rouat 
is  here  just  now,  and  is  as  zealously  your  friend  as  I  can  be  with  regard 
to  our  college  views.  He  was  staying  with  Leichman  2  when  I  made 
the  round,  and  had  opportunities  of  seeing  them  all  after.  He  has  con- 
ceived much  more  favourable  sentiments  of  your  chance  of  success,  even 
for  the  first  vacancy,  than  I  had  done.  His  idea  is,  that  Clauson's  now 
supposed  friends,  finding  themselves  unable  to  carry  him,  will  concur 
in  support  of  you ;  and  that  they,  being  joined  by  some  others  who 
would  prefer  you  to  Richardson,  but  would  give  Richardson  the  pre- 
ference to  Clauson,  we  may  possibly  carry  our  point  by  that  means.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  I  can  see  no  impropriety  in  your  writing  in  general  terms 
to  your  connections  there  ;  I  think  rather  it  may  have  a  good  effect ;  and 
if  you  please  you  may  say  it  was  in  consequence  of  my  having  informed 
you  that  I  had  applied,  or  at  least  wished  to  have  applied,  (for  there 
was  some  of  them  I  did  not  find  at  home)  to  every  individual  in  their 
society. 

I  have  only  to  tell  you  that  Cuming3,  in  return  to  my  solicitation, 

1  The  sword  was  presented  accordingly,  as  appears  from  a  polite  letter  in  reply,  from 
the  Due  de  Fleury  to  the  Baron,  still  among  the  papers  of  the  latter. 

2  Principal  of  the  College. 

1    Professor  of  Oriental  Languages. 
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told  me  frankly  that  he  had  himself  views  to  that  vacancy :  viz.  the  1773. 
Greek  Class.  In  other  respects,  his  answer  was  not  unfavourable  ;  and 
mine  to  that  part  could  be  nothing  but  approbation.  However,  I'm 
told  he  would  have  only  his  own  single  vote.  If  he  is  one  of  those 
you  mean  to  write  to,  I  thought  it  might  be  of  use  for  you  to  know  that 
he  had  thus  opened  to  me  his  intentions. 4  I'm  just  now  interrupted 
by  David  Hume  coming  in  to  give  me  the  inclosed  letter  to  M. 
D'Alembert,  which  will  perfectly  answer  your  purpose.  After  per- 
usal, you'll  put  a  drop  of  wax  under  the  flying  seal.  Our  friend  rather 
chuses  to  write  a  P.S.  to  M.  Suart's  letter,  desiring  him  to  present 
you  to  the  French  Baron,  than  to  write  directly  to  himself.  It  seems 
M.  Suart  is  very  intimate  in  that  family.  Adieu. 
Yours  most  faithfully,  while 

Will.  Mure. 

I  find  my  despatch,  with  the  Doctor's  two  letters  to  M.  Suart,  will 
be  rather  bulky,  so  I'll  send  them  to  you  by  next  post. 


CCCXXIV. 
THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Abby  Hill,  February  24,  1773. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote,  by  Monday's  post,  inclosing  Mr.  Hume's  letter  to  Monsieur 
d'Alembert.  I  now  send  you  Doctor  Robertson's  letter,  with  David 
Hume's  P.S.  to  M.  Suart;  which  I  hope  will  answer  your  purpose,  and 
be  a  means  of  introducing  you  into  the  society  of  the  literati.  I  suppose, 
by  the  time  this  reaches  you,  you'll  have  changed  your  quarters  and 

4  All  this,  with  the  connected  passages  of  Mr.  Jardine's  next  letter,  alludes  to  his 
professional  plans  which  resulted  in  his  apppointment  as  assistant  and  successor  to  Dr. 
Clow,  Professor  of  Logic,  in  1774.  He  did  not  succeed  to  the  full  Chair  until  after  the 
death  of  Dr.  Clow,  in  1787. 
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1773.  manner  of  life.  I  beg  to  know  particularly  how  the  new  stile  suits  you, 
and  every  particular  concerning  it.  Direct  the  boys  too  to  give  a  des- 
cription of  it  in  their  next  despatches  after  it  happens,  and  writing  about 
it  will  make  them  understand  it,  and  the  uses  of  it,  the  better.  I  was  con- 
sulted yesterday  with  regard  to  sending  over  a  young  boy  of  fortune  from 
this  country,  (his  name  concealed)  to  Paris,  with  a  governor,  in  the  same 
way  I  had  sent  mine.  My  first  answer  was  that  it  depended  altogether 
upon  the  governor.  I  understood  in  the  course  of  the  conversation, 
that  the  boy  was  not  to  go  from  home  till  towards  winter.  Then, 
said  I,  my  sons  will  be  here  before  that  time  ;  you  shall  see  them 
and  judge  for  yourself.  Were  not  these  two  very  safe  guarded  replies  ?  I, 
a  few  days  ago,  with  pleasure  signed  a  recommendatory  letter,  along 
with  several  others,  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Lumsden, 
which  his  Lordship  is  to  make  use  of  in  applying  for  his  pardon,  and 
recommended  as  a  proper  measure,  before  he  left  this  to  go  to  London. 
I  flatter  myself  it  will  have  the  effect  we  all  wish. 

Yours  very  faithfully,  whde 

W.  M. 


cccxxv. 

MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  March  18,  1773. 
Sir, 

I  received  all  your  letters  a  few  days  ago,  but  have  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  them;  neither  M.  d'Alembert1  nor  M. 
Suart  were  at  home  when  I  called.     I  shall  make  another  attempt  very 

1  Extract  from  memoranda  above  cited : — "  I  remember  D'Alembert  calling  at  our  hotel ; 
unluckily  I  alone  was  at  home,  having  a  sick  head-ache.  But  he  came  in — and  I  received 
him,  and  expressed  my  regret  at  Jardine  and  my  brother  being  from  home.  The  former, 
1  remember,  on  his  return,  asked  me  what  he  looked  like;  and  I  answered:  'A  master 
builder.'     He  had  avery  plain  costume,  and  a  long  stick  in  his  hand,  like  a  measurer." 
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soon.  You  will  be  surprised  to  find  us  still  in  the  Pension.  The  King  1773. 
of  Sardinia's  death  has  been  the  cause  of  it.  We  could  not  have  been 
in  lodgings  without  mournings,  or  appearing  too  singular;  and  as  our 
quarter  and  the  mourning  conclude  at  the  same  time,  it  was  judged  more 
proper  to  continue  than  to  lay  out  fifteen  or  twenty  guineas  on  cloaths, 
which  would  have  been  of  little  or  no  use  after  a  month  to  boys  of  their 
age. 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  about  the  article  of  dancing.  The  master 
who  comes  to  the  Pension  is  a  good  one,  has  made  good  dancers,  whom 
I  have  seen,  and  is  very  attentive;  but  he  is  not  the  gentleman  of  the 
first  character.  Gardel  and  Vestris,  the  two  first  dancers,  are  extremely 
dear ;  six  livres  per  lesson ;  and  I  am  afraid  the  boys  are  rather  too  young 
to  give  that  interested  attention  necessary  to  profit  of  such  an  expense.  I 
beg  to  hear  from  you  on  that  subject,  and  submit  whether  we  should 
continue  the  attentive  lessons  of  a  master  who  dances  surely  much  better 
than  ever  they  can  do,  or  change  him  for  one  of  the  above  mentioned, 
whose  lessons  are  three  times  the  price  of  the  former;  or  whether  we  shall 
continue  our  old  master,  and  take  a  few  lessons  from  the  other  to  con- 
clude the  ceremony. 

We  have  attended  the  Parliament  regularly  for  some  mornings  past, 
and  were  much  entertained  with  Grerbier,  one  of  the  best  public  speakers 
I  have  heard.  Their  pleadings  here  are  in  general  much  more  enter- 
taining than  with  us;  they  don't  deal  so  much  in  dry  discussion,  much 
more  en  morale  and  en  sentiment.  We  shall  take  care  for  the  future 
to  attend  all  the  famous  avocats.  In  returning  every  mornino-  we 
converse  on  the  subject,  and  some  law  terms  are  explained. 

1  cannot  mention  our  Glasgow  speculations  without  acknowledging 
your  zeal  and  activity.  I  foresee  clearly  that  the  first  choice  will  be  made 
by  a  coalition  of  parties  in  favour  of  some  one  less  disagreable  than 
another.     I  should  think  it  of  great  importance  to  have  early  application 

made  to  the  Rector.    Mr.  A n2  is  one  of  those  to  whom  I  can  claim  the 

least  attachment.    I  am  not  sure  if  he  will  be  disposed  to  give  me  much 

2  Anderson,  professor  of  Natural  Philosophy :  founder  of  Andersonian  University. 
vol.  n.  2  s 
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1773.  assistance.  I  was  never  intimate  with  him,  and  I  never  liked  him.  I  dare 
say  he  will  be  of  the  opinion  of  the  Rector.  I  wrote  long  ago  to  Dr. 
Williamson3  and  Mr.  Clow.  I  shall  write  to  Dr.  Trail4  and  Wight.5  I 
have  so  little  connection  with  the  rest  that  it  could  only  be  regarded  as 
a  mere  form.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

G.  Jardine. 


CCCXXVI. 
MR.  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Paris,  Thursday,  June  3,  1773. 
Sir, 

I  received  yours  last  night,  and  instantly  communicated  the  contents 
of  it  to  my  young  friends.  The  prospect  of  returning  to  their  parents, 
their  friends,  and  their  country,  gives  them  much  pleasure.  I  was 
happy  to  see  it,  for  these  attachments  can  never  be  too  strong.  I  am  stdl 
of  your  opinion  that  the  coming  home  is  the  most  prudent  step.  At 
the  same  time  you  must  know  that  they  have  reaped  great  advantages 
in  many  respects  from  these  two  months.  In  fact,  when  we  came  out  of 
the  Pension  they  were  in  every  respect  more  boys  than  when  they  entered; 
and  having  been  members  of  conversation  for  two  months  together,  has 
introduced  some  useful  habits,  which  I  hope  will  be  cultivated  to  much 
perfection  under  your  eye.  We  cannot  set  out  sooner  than  Thursday 
next.  It  would  take  about  that  time  at  all  events  to  get  ourselves  ready; 
and  as  Madame  La  Dauphine  is  to  make  a  great  parade  at  Paris  on 
Wednesday,  we  must  take  that  with  us.  But  you  may  reckon  on  our 
setting  out  on  Friday  at  farthest;  and,  at  the  end  of  five  days  on  the 
road,  or  sooner  if  possible,  we  shall  have  the  honour  of  paying  our  duty 
to  you  in  London. 

3  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

*  Professor  of  Divinity. 

5  Professor  of  Church  History. 
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Since  we  left  the  Pension,  we  have  read,  as  often  as  we  could  find  1773. 
time,  a  part  of  Dubos'  reflexions  upon  the  general  principles  of  Poetry 
and  Painting;  and  also  a  book  upon  the  principles  of  Architecture.  I 
judged  that  exercise  necessary  before  we  rambled  up  and  down  Paris, 
and  find  an  advantage  from  it.  It  gives  them  more  attention  when  they 
are  examining  objects,  while  it  makes  them  acquainted  with  them.  They 
remember,  and  apply  also,  some  of  the  general  rules  and  principles  of  the 
author.  For  example:  we  never  pass  the  Louvre  without  some  con- 
versation about  architecture,  nor  without  observations  on  the  building. 
Formerly  it  was  not  so.  Painting  you  know  is  a  much  more  extensive 
subject,  and  more  beyond  their  years.  Still,  however,  they  begin  to  form 
their  ideas  of  it.  Their  attention  is  engaged  by  the  capital  pictures.  I  was 
pleased  to  see  them  discover,  t'other  day  at  the  Luxemburgh,  Rubens, 
Poussin,  and  Vandyk,  from  the  crowd.  In  short,  I  take  as  much 
pains  as  possible  to  place  before  them  the  objects;  to  tell  them  when 
there  is  something  worthy  of  attention ;  that  their  young  principles  of 
taste  may  be  directed  to  their  proper  exercise.  I  should  hope  this  may 
be  an  useful  exercise  to  us,  even  though  its  advantages  should  not  be 
immediate.  Some  ideas  may  be  acquired,  some  impressions  may  be  made, 
which,  though  they  may  make  little  appearance  at  present,  may  discover 
themselves  on  some  future  occasion. 

In  my  last  accounts  you  will  have  observed  that  the  balls  during  the 
Carnival  occasioned  us  considerable  expense,  but  which  was  also  incurred 
by  all  the  rest.  The  real  motive  of  them  was  to  amuse  Bruneteau  and 
his  daughter;  the  ostensible  one,  the  improvement  of  the  'Eleves.  I  was 
not  displeased  with  the  expense,  as  it  served  both  purposes. 

But  more  of  all  these  things  at  meeting.  Much  pleased  with  the 
hopes  of  seeing  you  soon,  and  of  thanking  you  for  your  confidence  and 
attention  to  me,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  Servant, 

G.  Jardine. 
The  Lon.  Mr.  Baron  Mure, 

at  Col.  Stuart's  house, 

Berkeley  Square, 
London. 
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CCCXXVII. 

PROFESSOR  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

Oxford,  Aug.  11,  1775. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  you,  that  your  sons  are  in  perfect 
good  health,  and  seem  to  like  this  place  very  much.1  Notwithstanding 
the  attention  of  this  grave  phlegmatic  body  to  present  amusement,  the 
young  people  still  find  the  means  of  making  it  very  agreable.  I  do  not 
find  that  even  the  long  vacation  hath  made  it  over  dull.  This  has  been 
the  race  week,  which  hath  filled  the  town  with  company. 

I  have  not  made  any  discoverys  since  you  left  us  that  give  me  any 
higher  idea  of  this  place.  I  think  it  in  every  respect  most  absurdly 
constituted  for  the  purposes  of  liberal  education,  unless  it  can  be  sup- 
posed that  all  the  young  gentlemen  bring  with  them  capacities  that 
require  no  assistance,  and  a  taste  for  learning  perfectly  confirmed,  and 
proof  against  all  temptations.  But  we  must  take  things  as  they  are. 
From  every  thing  that  I  can  see  or  learn,  it  will  require  your  best  atten- 
tion to  determine,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  when  they  may  have  got  all  the 
advantage  to  be  expected  here,  and  when  a  longer  stay  may  be  hurtful. 
Thev  have  gone  on  in  the  plan  pointed  out,  and  spend  the  forenoons  in 
general  in  business ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  get  much  account  of  the  after- 
noon. In  short,  I  believe  it  almost  impossible  for  young  persons  like 
them  to  withstand  the  common  habits  of  this  place.  They  could  not  be 
put  in  any  situation  where  their  taste,  and  sense,  and  resolution  will  be 
better  put  to  trial.  WiUiam  reads  a  great  deal  of  Livy  and  Lord 
Kaimes.  I  must  do  justice  to  James'  resolution  respecting  the  Greek. 
He  has  made  greater  progress  than  I  expected.  I  visit  him  every  morn- 
ino-  in  his   chambers,  and  believe  that  by  the  time  I  leave  him  he  will 

1    In  the  interval,  between  the  date  of  this  and  the  foregoing  letter,  they  had  attended 
the  lectures  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Colleges. 
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be  able  to  go  on  by  himself  to  any  lengths,  and  without  much  of  their  1775. 
assistance.  I  am  only  afraid  that  he  may  too  soon  find  out  that  he  has 
enough  of  it  to  serve  all  their  formal  purposes.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
preach  up  to  them  regularity,  resolution,  and  economy,  as  much  as  1 
could ;  and  have,  in  particular,  put  them  upon  a  proper  method  of  keep- 
ing their  accounts,  and  understanding  the  state  of  their  affairs  when  they 
chuse  it.  I  am  not  much  afraid  of  James's  going  beyond  the  mark. 
His  situation  very  luckily  does  not  expose  him  so  much.  The  most 
ridiculous  of  all  distinctions 2  makes  however  considerable  difference  in 
point  of  expense  here ;  and  I  am  almost  certain  that  William  will  find 
some  difficulty  with  his  £200. 

As  they  are  both  of  them  reading  Horace  occasionally,  I  have  required 
of  them  a  free  easy  translation  of  the  Epistles  and  Satyrs.  I  think 
it  would  not  be  amiss  though  you  required  a  specimen  of  that  kind,  to 
show  you  that  they  really  understand  the  author.  In  short,  with  what- 
ever they  are  engaged,  you  must  expressly  require  something  precisely 
designed  for  you,  and  from  which  they  cannot  escape  by  generals.  I  am 
of  so  little  use  to  them,  James's  Greek  excepted,  that  I  would  have  left 
this  place  about  this  time. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  serve  any  of  my  own  views  of  coming  to 
this  country,  and  my  manner  of  living  here  is  not  very  agreable.  I 
propose,  however,  to  give  my  friend  a  helping  hand  for  a  week  or  two 
longer.     He  well  deserves  it  of  me,  and  I  do  it  most  cheerfully. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  before  I  leave  this  place,  and  beg  my 
most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mure,  &c. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Gr.  Jardine. 


2  The  eldest  had  entered  Christ  Church  as  a  gentleman  commoner — the  younger 
brother  as  commoner. 
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CCCXXVIII. 

PROFESSOR  JARDINE  TO  BARON  MURE. 

London,  September  2,  1775. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  left  my  young  friends  this  morning,  after  having  given  them  my 
most  earnest  advice  on  every  thing  in  their  situation  which  required  it. 
There  is  almost  no  scheme  either  of  industry  or  folly  more  peculiar  to  the 
place  which  has  not  been  set  before  them.  They  have  been  warned  of  their 
danger,  and  encouraged  and  entreated  by  those  motives  which  are  most 
likely  to  affect  them  at  present.  But,  after  all,  every  thing  must  be  left 
to  their  own  good  sense  and  resolution,  and  to  lessons  of  experience. 

Tbey  are  now  left  to  their  own  direction.  All  that  can  be  done  more 
for  them  is  to  wait  and  watch  for  the  occasions  that  may  be  most  favour- 
able for  future  advice  and  instruction.  Before  I  left  them,  I  not  only 
pointed  out  the  different  studies  and  books,  but  divided  their  time  among 
them,  and  left  them  written  instructions  to  that  purpose,  which  I  begged 
them  to  peruse  and  observe.  The  Latin  classics,  with  such  other 
books  as  may  extend  and  clear  up  their  knowledge  of  them,  are  to 
employ  them  at  least  three  or  four  hours  in  the  morning,  for  some  months 
to  come.  The  last  of  these  hours  is  to  be  spent  every  day  in  digesting, 
revising,  and  writing  remarks  on  that  part  of  the  author  which  they  read 
that  morning;  and,  in  general,  I  have  recommended  this  exercise  as 
necessary  to  finish  properly  every  task  of  that  kind,  on  whatever  book 
they  may  read.  I  have,  according  to  your  desires,  insisted  upon  at  least 
two  hours  after  dinner,  and,  indeed,  in  the  winter  time,  I  told  them  that  I 
thought  they  might  make  it  longer.  In  order  to  entice  them  to  this, 
I  proposed  to  them  a  scheme  of  reading  which  pleased  them  much :  viz. 
to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  America,  to  begin  with  revising  the 
Geography  of  that  country  ;  to  read  voyages  and  historys  of  the  particular 
provinces ;  and  accordingly  gave  them  a  catalogue  of  several  books  on 
these  subjects,  particularly  recommending  the  Histoire  Philosophique  and 
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Politique,1  after  they  had  prepared  themselves  for  it  by  some  of  the  1775. 
other  books.  I  was  happy  to  find  that  both  of  them  relished  that 
scheme  much.  I  think  it  would  be  a  mighty  point  gained,  to  draw 
them  from  loose  reading,  and  to  attach  them  to  that  which  will  not 
only  afford  matter  of  curiosity  but  is  highly  useful.  It  is  of  great 
importance  that  they  pick  up  some  knowledge  of  the  interesting 
objects  of  conversation.  They  will  give  more  attention  when  they 
previously  know  something  of  what  they  hear ;  and  they  are  more 
likely  to  catch  some  sparks  from  others  which  may  kindle  their  am- 
bition, and  rouse  them  to  activity. 

My  stay  here  will  be  very  short,  not  more  than  a  week  or  two,  so 
that  I  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  at  Caldwell  soon 
after  the  middle  of  this  month,  when  all  these  matters  shall  be  more 
fully  discussed.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

G.  Jardine. 


CCCXXIX. 

BARON  MURE  TO  HIS  ELDEST  SON  AT  OXFORD. 

Caldwell,  September  10,  1775. 
My  Dear  Willie, 

I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jardine  of  2d  instant,  the  day  he  left 
you,  from  London.  I  assure  you  his  parting  with  you  struck  me, 
tho'  I  had  constantly  foreseen,  and  resolved  in  my  mind,  that  the 
time  must  soon  come  when  you  would  be  entirely  left  to  your  own 

1  Probably  the  Hist.  Phil,  et  Polit.  of  the  Abbe  Kaynal. 
vol.  n.  2  s  4 
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1775.  direction ;  yet,  now  that  it  is  come,  I  cannot  be  free  from  anxiety 
with  regard  to  the  event.  This  is  the  most  important  era  that  has 
yet  occurred  in  your  lives.  You,  who  have  been  hitherto  carefully 
led  by  the  hand,  are  now  left  to  shape  your  own  course,  thro'  danger- 
ous and  unknown  tracts,  with  no  other  guides  than  your  own  good 
sense  and  resolution,  aided  by  the  slow  lessons  of  experience.  These 
I  entreat  you  watchfully  to  employ  upon  this  memorable  occasion, 
and  to  exert  them  with  firm  and  continued  efforts.  Let  me,  with  the 
earnestness  of  the  most  tender  affection,  and  the  authority  of  old 
acquired  knowledge,  assure  you  that  this  present,  this  mighty  Now, 
is  to  decide  your  fate  for  Kfe,  and  will  determine,  perhaps  without  your 
being  aware  of  it,  whether  you  are  to  rise  to  reputation  and  honour, 
or  to  sink  down  into  insignificance,  contempt,  and  oblivion.  'Tis  im- 
possible, my  dear  boys,  you  can  hesitate  in  your  choice  between  these 
two  opposite  paths ;  and  depend  upon  it  that  a  steady  resolute  choice 
will  directly  lead  to  the  one  your  father  points  at  and  your  own  heart 
applauds.  That  these  feelings  may  sit  down  deep  in  your  young  minds, 
and  have  a  constant  influence  on  your  conduct,  is  the  fervent  prayer 
of  your  most  affectionate  father, 

Will.  Mure. 

I  need  not  tell  you  to  communicate  this  to  James.  I  beg  you  would 
read  and  talk  it  over  together,  and  write  me  both  of  you  fully.  I  had 
a  letter  from  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  last  post,  telling  me  that  his  son 
Gilbert x  is  to  be  at  Oxford  about  this  time.  I  entreat  you  may  cul- 
tivate his  acquaintance  and  friendship  ;  look  up  to  him  as  an  example, 
and  court  his  advice  and  protection.  I  have  wrote  to  him  recom- 
mending you  to  his  care,  and  I'm  confident  he'll  wish  to  be  of  service 
to  you. 


Afterwards  Lord  Minto. 
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CCCXXIX.* 

BARON  MURE  TO  HIS  SONS. 

9th  Jany.  1776. 

I  wonder  if  you  are  really  doing  as  well  as  you  represent  your-  1776. 
selves.  Can  you,  James,  measure  yourself  with  any  other  youth  of 
your  standing,  and  say  to  yourself,  "  I  am  getting  on  as  fast  as  he  is." 
You  must  remember  that  the  arduous  profession  you  are  to  follow  is 
all  that  kind  of  struggle  and  competition.  Do  you  really  think  you'll 
be  a  good  Greek  scholar  ?  or  will  you  go  no  further  than  to  qualify 
yourself  for  an  Oxford  Examination,  which  certainly  can  be  no  great 
length.  I  don't  see  why  you  should  be  afraid  of  the  Dialects.  I  don't 
remember  them  as  either  troublesome  or  difficult.  I'll  tell  you  what 
I  would  have  you  do,  and  Jardine  is  of  the  same  opinion.  Whenever 
you  return  to  College,  despising  prose,  and  what  they  call  easy  books, 
you  should  at  once  engage  with  Homer.  At  first  till  you  know  his 
ways  take  to  your  assistance  the  Latin  translation,  for  the  first  two 
or  three  books.  Then  you  may  deal  with  him  pure,  just  you  and 
he  tete  a  tete. 

I  don't  at  all  object  to  your  taking  four  or  five  days  of  London 
as  you  return ;  both  to  see  your  friends  and  gratify  your  curiosity, 
which  I  am  pleased  to  see  taking  the  turn  to  public  assemblies, 
where  business  is  conducted  and  the  talents  of  men  displayed.  Apply 
to  Andrew  Steuart  or  Sir  William  Cuninghame ;  they'll  get  you 
into  the  House  of  Commons  probably,  and  for  certain  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  during  a  debate.     What  made  you  think  of  the  Old  Bailey  ? 
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1776.  I  never  was  there  in  my  life.  I  don't  imagine  justice  appears  there 
with  much  dignity,  perhaps  not  even  with  decency.  The  Courts  of 
Westminster  Hall  are  all  open.  Every  body  can  go  into  them  at  all 
times.  It  is  a  chance  if  the  Duchess  of  Kingston's  trial  will  come  on. 
If  it  should,  it  will  be  more  entertainment  for  the  eyes  than  the  under- 
standing. When  you  are  in  town,  call  on  Sir  Gilbert  and  Lady  Elliot. 
They  will  make  you  acquainted  with  Gilbert,  who  will  probably  be 
your  conductor  in  London,  though  he  disappointed  you  at  Oxford. 

After  all,  Willy,  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  story  of  your  10  £ 
draught.  I  should  be  sorry  if  you  thought  economy  were  to  restrain 
generosity  or  friendship.  On  the  contrary,  'tis  the  quality  which 
should  aid  and  promote  them.  You  did  right  in  assisting  your 
companion ;  and  if  he  should  not  repay  you,  it  will  prove  a  lesson  to 
you  in  point  of  caution  and  discernment,  but  I  hope  not  of  selfish- 
ness or  unkindness.  Pray  tell  me  as  soon  as  you  have  seen  that 
10 £  again. 

Adieu,  &c. 


CCCXXX. 
'BARON  MURE  TO  HIS  SONS. 

Abbey  Hill,  Monday,  February  19th,  1776. 


My  Dear  Boys, 

I'm  glad  to  hear  you  are  returned  to  Oxford  again,  and  that  your 
wanderings  are  at  an  end.  This  is  the  first  time  you  have  travelled  en- 
tirely under  your  own  guidance.    I  hope  you  have  conducted  yourselves 
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properly.  You  may  believe  I  am  not  a  little  anxious  for  your  success.  1770. 
Not  that  I  suppose  you  have  done  anything  improper ;  but  there  is 
an  immense  difference  between  misbehaving  and  behaving  well.  I  dont 
think  you  capable  of  the  former;  the  latter  depends  upon  a  number  of 
minute  particulars,  which  are  often  overlooked  by  young  people.  Were 
you  attentive  to  your  manners  and  behaviour  in  company?  did  you 
feel  an  habitual  disposition  to  please  others,  and  to  improve  yourselves? 
did  you  attract  the  good  liking  and  esteem  of  those  you  conversed  with  ?  and 
did  you  exert  your  faculties  in  attending  to  and  observing  upon  all  you 
saw  or  heard  ?  But  I  put  an  end  to  these  didactic  questions,  lest  you 
should  think  I  deal  in  nothing  but  instruction,  which  is  apt  to  pall 
sometimes.  Is  it  not  ?  I'm  sure  you  have  had  plenty  of  it.  Pray,  tell 
me  what  you  did  at  Saxham,1  in  the  way  of  study ;  how  many  hours  were 
you  daily  in  your  own  rooms,  and  what  books  did  you  peruse  during 
that  time?  Tell  me  too,  which  is  of  more  consequence,  what  is  your 
plan  now,  when  you  are  returned  to  your  University,  the  seat  of  study, 
and  the  muses.  I  could  allow  you  to  be  idle  at  Saxham,  and  still  more 
at  London,  but  I  should  not  forgive  you,  were  you  to  be  idle  at  Oxford, 
which  is  good  for  nothing  else,  and  meant  for  nothing  else,  but  reading 
and  application.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  course  you  propose ; 
whether  do  you  continue  the  old  one,  which  you  left  off  before  Christmas, 
or  take  up  a  new  one?  Tell  me  exactly  what  it  is  to  be,  and  pray  let  each 
of  you  answer  for  himself,  and  give  me,  in  a  letter  apart,  his  scheme,  how 
his  time  is  to  be  filled  up.  I  wish  to  recommend  to  you  both,  that  you 
should  read  a  good  deal  of  French ;  you  know  the  best  books  in  that 
language.  I  need  not  point  them  out  to  you.  Besides  that  these  books 
are  as  good  as  in  any  other  tongue,  I  am  anxious  that  you  should  retain 
the  ready  use  and  command  of  that  most  important  language,  to  you,  of 
all  others,  (except  English,)  in  reading,  in  writing,  and  in  speaking. 
You  have  never  pushed  that  French  Club  which  we  talked  of  at  Oxford, 
else  you  would  have  mentioned  it  to  me.     Pray,  try  to  set  it  on  foot, 

1    Saxham  Hall,  near  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  Suffolk,  the  seat  of  the  Baron's  uncle, 
Hutchinson  Mure,  Esq. 
vol.  n.  2  t 
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1776.  now  that  you  are  settled  again  for  a  considerable  time,  and  write  me  of 
its  success. 

I  wish  too  you  had  speaking  English  clubs,  such  as  they  have  at 
Glasgow  and  here.  There  is  nothing  sharpens  the  wits  or  improves  the 
elocution  more.  Is  it  not  wonderful  that,  in  a  country  where  speaking 
is  every  thing,  and  is  certain  to  raise  a  man  to  every  height  that  a  subject 
can  attain,  that  it  should  be  entirely  neglected,  and  no  art  or  pains  em- 
ployed to  improve  its  powers.  Were  you  to  read  in  the  history  of  any 
people,  ancient  or  modern,  that  such  were  then*  government  and  institu- 
tions, that  to  excel  in  dancing,  or  in  riding,  was  the  sure  means  to  arrive 
at  power,  riches,  and  dignities  ;  would  you  not  be  surprised  to  be  further 
told,  that,  among  all  that  people,  there  were  no  masters,  no  schools,  no 
academies  for  training  and  forming  youths  to  those  exercises,  so  essential 
to  their  future  consideration  and  advancement ;  and  that  the  youth  them- 
selves were  at  no  pains  to  acquire  those  distinguishing  accomplishments. 
Could  this  be  believed  ?  Yet  we  may  say  to  England,  De  te  Fabula 
narrator. 

I  think  you  should  give  me  some  history  of  your  London  adventures. 
You  know  what  kind  of  things  I  wish  most  to  hear  of,  those  that  would 
inform  and  improve  you.  I  have  a  letter  from  Andrew  Stuart,  regretting 
he  did  not  see  you,  tho'  you  called  on  him  twice.  He  blames  you  for 
not  leaving  notice  where  you  lodged.  What  kind  of  hotel  is  that  you 
Oxonians  go  to  in  Covent  Garden  ?  a  pure  expensive  one  I  suppose. 
You'll  remember  you  were  to  send  me  an  account  of  what  you  spent  in 
London.  I  shall  be  going  to  the  West  the  beginning  of  next  month. 
You'll  remember,  that  tho'  I  write  to  you  conjunctly,  yet  I  expect  to 
have  a  separate  answer  from  each.  Adieu,  my  dear  boys. 
Yours,  most  affectionately,  while 

Will.  Mure. 

All  your  friends  are  well.  Tell  Randolph2  I  hope  to  have  his  answer 
to  mine  soon. 

2  Their  College  tutor,  afterwards  Bishop  of  London. 
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CCCXXXI. 

PRINCIPAL  LEECHMAN1  TO  MISS  ELIZABETH  MURE.2 

College,  Glasgow,  23d  March,  1776. 
Dear  Madam, 

We  were  happy  with  the  accounts,  which  we  had  for  several  days 
bygone,  that  the  worthy  Baron  was  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  rid  of  all  his 
complaints,  by  the  gout's  appearing.  But  we  are  distressed  to-day  by 
more  unfavourable  accounts,  and  that  the  complaints  have  not  abated  as 
was  expected.  We  shall  indulge  the  hope  that  things  will  soon  take  a 
more  favourable  turn.  You  will  not  doubt  of  our  anxiety  about  so  pre- 
cious a  life,  which  we  hope  and  pray  a  kind  Providence  will  long  preserve. 
You  may  be  assured  of  our  tenderest  sympathy  with  the  family  in  the 
present  distressing  situation.  Would  to  God  it  were  in  our  power  to 
give  any  assistance  or  relief.  I  send  this  by  Mr.  Jardine,  who  proposes 
to  go  to  Caldwell  to-morrow.  God  grant  we  may  have  encouraging 
accounts  at  his  return.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  to  pray  that  God 
may  support  you  all,  and  send  a  happy  deliverance  from  all  fears.  I  am, 
dear  Madam,  with  the  most  tender  compliments  to  the  whole  family, 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

Will.  Leechman. 

CCCXXXII. 

PRINCIPAL  LEECHMAN  TO  MISS  ELIZABETH  MURE. 

College,  Glasgow,  19th  May,  1776. 
My  dear  Madam, 

You  may  be  assured  that  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  great  loss  your 

»  See  Note  to  No.  n.  Vol.  I. 

2  Sister  of  the  Baron,  authoress  of  "  Remarks  on  the  changes  of  Manners,  during  my 
own  time."  (See  Introductory  Notice.)  She  died  at  Caldwell,  near  ninety  years  of  age, 
about  the  close  of  the  last  century. 
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1776.  family  has  sustained,  and  that  I  sympathise  most  sincerely  with  you  in 
your  great  distress ;  and,  indeed,  the  state  of  your  family  dwells  much, 
very  much  on  my  imagination,  ever  since  the  mournful  event,  and  will 
long  long  continue  to  do  so. 

I  apprehend  we  misunderstood  one  another,  in  some  measure,  at  last 
meeting.  I  conceived  that  you  desired  me  to  set  about  writing  something 
much  larger  than  a  letter,  on  the  manner  of  bearing  adversity,  on  the 
sources  of  consolation  under  the  pressures  of  it,  and  the  proper  improve- 
ments which  ought  to  be  made  of  it.  I  meant  only,  from  the  state  of 
my  health,  to  decline  any  thing  that  would  require  continued  and  long 
attention  and  labour ;  but  not,  to  be  sure,  to  decline  an  epistolary  cor- 
respondence. I  own,  that  I  likewise  thought  that  any  thing  I  could  say 
by  letter  woidd  do  better  after  the  more  violent  agitations  of  grief  had 
subsided,  and  you  had  recovered  a  considerable  degree  of  composure  and 
serenity  of  mind. 

But  alas,  dear  Madam,  after  all,  I  find  myself  still  incapable  of  sug- 
gesting any  thing  that  is  not  quite  familiar  to  your  own  mind.  I  can 
only  say,  from  my  own  experience,  that  I  have  always  found  that  I  could 
draw  no  real  consolation,  under  the  greatest  distresses,  from  any  sources, 
but  the  two  grand  ones.  That  all  things,  however  afflictive  at  present, 
are  overruled  by  an  all-righteous,  all- wise,  and  all  gracious  providence, 
to  promote  the  real  good  of  all  those  who  truly  love  God;  and  that  there 
shall  certainly  be  an  after-meeting  of  all  the  children  of  God,  in  a  happy 
and  glorious  state,  where  there  shall  be  no  separation,  or  dread  of  separa- 
tion, any  more.  As  to  the  first,  it  ought  to  be  our  study  to  cherish  the 
consolatory  and  firm  persuasion,  that  He  who  knew  and  appointed  the 
time  of  our  coming  into  this  world,  knows  also  and  appoints  the  properest 
time  of  removing  us  from  it.  Clouds  and  darkness  may,  no  doubt,  (as 
to  our  present  imperfect  views,)  rest  on  the  dispensations  of  Providence. 
But  let  us  trust  the  wisdom  of  the  supreme  disposer  of  all  persons,  and 
of  all  things,  that  he  will  one  day  vindicate  every  step  of  his  Providence, 
to  the  full  conviction  of  our  own  minds.  As  to  the  second  great  source 
of  comfort,  as  we  advance  in  life,  we  feel  more  and  more  the  necessity  of 
drawing  refreshment  from  it.     In  the  state  of  health  in  which  I  have 
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been  for  four  years  by  gone,  I  spend  five  or  six  hours  every  night  with-  1776. 
out  any  sleep.  My  mind  must  have  employment,  otherwise  it  would  be 
dreary  time  indeed.  But  by  revolving  in  my  thoughts  the  glorious 
future  prospects  which  Christianity  has  opened  to  my  view,  I  feel  most  re- 
freshing contemplations.  I  solace  myself  with  the  delightful  hope  of  enjoy- 
ing again,  with  mighty  improvements,  the  society  of  a  Clark,1  Hutche- 
son,2  Dunlop,3  Glasgow,4  Mrs.  Boyle,5  Baron  Mure,  and  numberless 
other  worthies  who  have  gone  before  me.  My  thoughts  expatiate  with 
great  pleasure  on  the  evidence,  the  excellence,  of  Christianity ;  and  on 
the  life,  character,  and  undertaking  of  its  great  Author.  These  afford 
never-failing  funds  of  pleasing  and  gladdening  meditation,  and  the  best 
supports  under  all  the  distresses  of  this  life. 

One  main  improvement  which  we  ought  to  make  of  the  heavy  and 
great  afflictions  of  life,  is  to  learn  by  them  to  correct  our  false  and  vain 
notions  of  worldly  happiness ;  and  to  seek  happiness  where  it  only  can 
be  found,  in  the  humble  consciousness  of  endeavouring  to  do  our  duty, 
and  in  the  hope  of  the  Divine  approbation  and  favour.  All  tkino-s  else 
are  but  shadows  of  happiness,  and  must  soon  vanish  away.  Another 
principal  improvement  that  ought  to  be  made  of  the  present  great  distress 
with  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit  the  family,  is  to  lay  hold  of  it  as 
a  season  for  serious  recollection,  and  to  endeavour  to  stamp  virtuous  and 
religious  impressions  on  the  younger  part  of  the  family,  as  their  minds 
may  be  more  susceptible  of  them,  in  their  present  mood,  than  at  any 
other  time.  Now  is  the  proper  season  to  inculcate  on  youthful  minds 
such  views  and  sentiments  as  have  a  tendency  to  produce  a  settled 
moderation  and  sobriety  of  disposition.  Sobriety  of  mind,  tho'  much 
overlooked,  and  scarce  ranked  in  the  number  of  the  virtues,  yet  it  is  in 

1  See  No.  n.  Vol.  i. 

2  See  No.  xvnx 

3  Dr.  Alexander  Dunlop,  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  College  of  Glasgow,  uncle  (by 
marriage)  to  the  Baron,  and  grandfather  of  the  present  Lord  Justice  General  Boyle,  of 
Shewalton. 

4  John,  third  Earl  of  Glasgow.     See  No.  Lxxrn. 

5  The  Baron's  deceased  sister,  Agnes  Mure,  married  to  the  Honourable  Patrick 
Boyle,  of  Shewalton.     See  No.  n. 
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1776.  reality  a  principal  virtue  in  itself,  and  the  best  ground-work  for  all  the 
rest.  Mark  the  person  that  is  void  of  it,  and  you  shall  soon  perceive 
that  he  has  many  foibles  and  blemishes,  at  least,  if  not  great  failings. 
This  sobriety  of  mind  arises  from  habitual  and  lively  sentiments  of  our 
being  dependent  and  mortal  creatures,  conscious  of  manifold  infirmities 
and  imperfections,  and  of  our  being  accountable  to  the  all -righteous  Judge 
of  the  world  for  the  state  of  our  minds,  as  well  as  the  actions  of  our  lives. 
A  sobriety  of  disposition,  flowing  from  these  just  views  of  the  present 
state  of  human  nature,  will  not  damp  the  vigor  or  virtuous  ambition  of 
young  minds,  but  will  direct  and  moderate  them,  so  as  to  form  the  purest 
and  the  worthy  est  characters. 

I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  my  earnest  wishes  and  prayers  that  God 
may  enable  you,  and  the  family,  to  bear  your  great  affliction  as  it  becomes 
Christians,  and  that  it  may  bring  forth  to  you  all  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

With  the  utmost  sincerity  and  tenderness,  yours, 
Will.  Leechman. 


CORRESPONDENCE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS 

OF 

WILLIAM    MURE,    Esq. 
1777—1821. 


CCCXXXIII. 

DR.  MOORE  TO  CAPTAIN  ALEXANDER  MURE.1 

Clarges  Street,  Dec.  25th,  1777. 
Dear  Captain, 

You  will  have  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  in  Scotland  immediately. 
He  has  offered  to  raise  a  regiment  of  nine  hundred  men.  He  takes  a 
company  himself,  with  the  recommendation  of  officers  under  certain 
restrictions.  I  fancy  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  find  the  men.  How- 
ever, trial  will  be  made  ;  for  his  Majesty  has  accepted  the  Duke's  offer 
with  every  mark  of  approbation. 

As  my  son2  is  high  among  the  ensigns  in  an  old  regiment,  my 
friends  have  doubted  whether  he  would  be  a  gainer  by  a  lieutenancy 
in  this.  However,  if  he  can  get  decently  high  among  the  lieutenants, 
I  suppose  he  will  accept.     What  say  you  ? 

1  The  Baron's  uncle.  See  Introd.  Memoir,  p.  27.  note.  He  retired  from  the 
service,  shattered  with  wounds,  at  an  early  period  of  his  life ;  and  spent  the  last 
twenty  years  of  it  at  Caldwell,  where  he  died,  aged  upwards  of  ninety  years,  in  1791. 

2  Afterwards  General  Sir  John  Moore. 

vol.  n.  2  u 
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1777.  As  to  my  second  son3,  whom  you  recommended  to  your  brother 4, 
he  has  totally  changed  his  plan.  He  has  been  all  this  winter  studying 
anatomy  with  Dr.  Hunter,  and  qualifying  himself  for  some  branch  of 
the  medical  line ;  in  which  I  am  persuaded  he  will  succeed,  because  he 
is  fond  of  the  profession,  and  is  one  of  the  most  studious  boys  I  ever 
knew. 

My  third 5  is  aboard  the  Trident  with  Captain  Elliot.  He  also  might 
have  been  a  scholar,  for  he  was  well  advanced  for  his  age.  But  he 
has  preferred  salt  pork  and  pease  pudding  to  the  Castalian  streams. 

The  fourth 6 1  intend  for  a  merchant ;  and  some  time  hence  I  should 
be  glad  of  your  brother's  assistance  in  setting  him  afloat  in  that  way. 

James  Mure 7  was  so  kind  as  to  the  dine  with  Mrs.  Moore  and  me 

when  he  arrived  last  from  Scotland It  gave  me  much  pleasure 

to  see  the  son  of  Baron  Mure  as  amiable  by  personal  qualities  as  he 
is  respectable  by  the  impression  left  on  all  our  minds  of  his  father's 
worth.     With  the  most  sincere  regard,  my  dear  Captain, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Moore. 

Captain  Alexander  Mure, 
Caldwell. 


3  Afterwards  Dr.  James  Moore,  of  the  Army  Medical  Staff;  now  of  Corsehill, 
Wigtonshire  ;  author  of  a  Life  of  Sir  John  Moore,  and  of  a  Narrative  of  the  Campaign 
in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 

4  Hutchinson  Mure,  Esq.,  of  Saxham  Hall,  Suffolk  ;  head  of  a  great  mercantile 
house  in  London.     See  Introd.  Mem.,  p.  27.  note. 

5  Afterwards  Admiral  Sir  Graham  Moore,  K.  C.  B.,  M.  P.,  and  a  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 

6  Francis  Moore,  Esq.,  who  afterwards  held  appointments  in  the  Government 
offices,  London. 

7  The  writer  of  No.  CCCLXXIV.  below.  See  Introductory  Memoir,  pp.  30. 
38.  46. 
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CCCXXXIV. 

GENERAL  DU  PORTAIL1  TO  COUNT  ST.  GERMAIN,  MINISTER  OF   STATE 
TO  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE. 

A  Monseigneur  Le  Comte  de  St.  Gkrvain,  Ministre  d'Etat, 

Du  camp  dc  White  Marsh,  a  4  lieues  de  Philadelphie. 

Monseigneur, 

J'ai  eu  l'honneur  de  vous  rendre  compte  des  batailles  de  Brandy- 
wine  et  de  German-Town,  et  de  vous  en  envoyer  les  plans,  ainsi  que 
celui  de  Philadelphie,  avec  ses  environs  jusqu'a  5  lieues,  afin  que  vous 
puissiez  juger  de  la  situation  du  General  Howe ;  je  me  flatte  que 
tout  cela  vous  est  parvenu.  Ce  general  n'est  pas  encore  maitre  des 
deux  petits  forts  qui  sont  dans  la  riviere,  et  qui  empechent  ses  vais- 
seaux  de  remonter  jusqu'a  la  ville ;  ce  qui  le  rckluit  a  ne  communiquer 
avec  eux  que  par  le  petit  chemin  que  j'ai  marque  sur  la  carte  ;  chemin 
que  nous  pourrions  bien  lui  couper  cet  hiver,  quand  nous  aurons  regu 
le  renfort  des  troupes  victorieuses  du  Nord.  Nous  comptons  aussi 
mettre  un  corps  de  2  a  3  mille  hommes  de  Pautre  cote  de  La  Shuilkill. 
II  y  a  deja  des  troupes  dans  le  Jersey.  De  cette  facon  le  General 
Howe  seroit  bloque"  dans  Philadelphie,  et  en  danger  de  mourir  de 
faim,  a  moins  qu'il  ne  se  rembarque ;  mais  dans  le  vrai  nous  n'espe- 
rons  pas  tant.  II  prendra  probablement  les  forts  s'il  les  attaque 
bien,  et  alors  il  aura  une  communication  sure  avec  les  vaisseaux. 
Quoiqu'il  en  soit,  Monseigneur,  vous  voyez  que  pour  des  gens  battus 
deux  fois  nous  ne  sommes  pas  en  trop  mauvaise  posture.  Nous 
devons  cela  a  ce  que  les  Anglois  n'ont  que  tres  peu  de  cavalerie,  de 
facon  qu'ils  ne  peuvent  poursuivre  leur  victoire.  Nous  le  devons 
encore  plus  a  nos  bois,  et  aux  obstacles  de  toute  espece  dont  le  pays 
est  defendu. 

1  A  French  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  agent  for  the  court  of 
Versailles  in  America,  in  1777.  This  copy  of  his  letter  (probably  intercepted  by  the 
British)  may  have  been  procured  by  Mr.  Mure  when  on  the  staff  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
army. 

2u2 
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1777.  Maintenant,  d'apres  l'experience  de  cette  campagne,  il  est  naturel 
de  se  faire  cette  question :  Les  Americains  reussiront-ils  a  se  rendre 
libres  ou  non?  En  France  on  ne  pourra  guere  juger  que  par  les 
faits ;  on  penchera  peut-etre  sans  doute  pour  1' affirmative ;  nous,  qui 
avons  vu  comment  les  choses  se  sont  passees,  ne  penserons  pas 
de  meme.  II  faut  trancher  net,  ce  n'est  pas  la  bonne  conduite  des 
Americains  qui  leur  vaut  une  campagne  en  total  assez  heureuse;  ce 
sont  les  fautes  des  Anglois. 

C'etoit  une  faute  capitale  au  Gouvernement  Britannique,  de  vouloir 
que  le  General  Bourgoyne  traversat  plus  de  200  lieues  dans  un  pays 
affreux  et  presque  desert,  pour  venir  joindre  les  Generaux  Howe  et 
Clinton.  Ce  plan  pouvoit  paroitre  uiagnifique  dans  les  cabinets  de 
Londres,  mais  il  etoit  mauvais  pour  qui  faisoit  attention  a  la  nature 
de  ce  pays.  Ce  jugement  de  ma  part  ne  vient  pas  apres  coup.  Yous 
vous  rappellerez  peut-etre,  Monseigneur,  que  j'eus  l'honneur  de  vous 
ecrire,  il  y  a  deux  mois,  que  je  savois  bon  gre  aux  Anglois  de  ne  nous 
opposer  ici  que  dix  mille  hommes,  que  j'esperois  fort  que  le  General 
Bourgoyne  ne  joindroit  le  General  Howe  que  quand  la  campagne  ne 
seroit  plus  tenable,  et  que  son  armee  seroit  fondue  de  moitie  par  la 
faim,  la  fatigue,  la  desertion,  et  les  pertes  journalieres  que  lui  feroient 
eprouver  nos  troupes,  et  nos  milices  repandues  dans  les  bois,  et  com- 
battant  ainsi  de  la  facon  qui  leur  est  propre.  L'evenement  a  ete 
encore  plus  heureux  que  je  ne  pensois.  Mais  si  les  Anglois,  au  lieu 
de  tant  de  diversions,  qui  ont  ete  faites  aux  depens  de  l'objet  prin- 
cipal, eussent  opere  contre  le  General  Washington  avec  18  ou  20 
mille  hommes,  je  ne  sai  pas  trop  ce  que  nous  serions  devenus ;  car, 
quant  a  nous,  en  doublant  notre  armee  nous  ne  doublons  pas  sa  force, 
mais  triplons  notre  embarras. 

Voila  pour  le  plan  de  campagne.  Si  nous  examinons  ensuite  la 
conduite  du  General  Howe,  nous  voyons  qu'il  n'a  pas  meme  fait  tout 
ce  qu'il  pouvoit  faire.  Comme  j'ai  eu  l'honneur  de  vous  le  mander 
apres  la  bataille  de  Brandywine,  s'il  eiit  profite*  de  ses  avantages,  il 
ne  seroit  plus  question  de  l'armee  du  General  Washington.    Et  depuis, 
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il  a  mis  dans  toutes  ses  operations  une  lenteur,  une  timidite,  qui  a  1777. 
toujours  fait  l'objet  de  mon  etonnement.  Mais  il  peut  se  raviser ;  on 
peut  envoyer  de  Londres  un  autre  general,  et  alors  nous  ne  nous  en 
tirerons  pas,  peut-etre,  si  bien.  Au  reste,  les  eVenements  qui  de- 
pendent de  l'habilete  des  gen^raux  ne  peuvent  se  preVoir;  ils  ne 
doivent  point  entrer  dans  les  speculations  que  Ton  fait  pour  l'avenir. 
N'ayons  done  egard  qu'au  nombre  de  troupes;  et  je  crois  pouvoir 
avancer  que  si  les  Anglois  peuvent  avoir  ici  30  mille  homines,  ils  doivent 
reduire  le  pays.  Une  seconde  cause  qui  peut  hater  cette  reduction, 
et  meme  l'operer  presque  seule,  e'est  le  manque  de  munitions  de 
guerre  et  de  choses  n^cessaires  a  la  vie.  En  munitions  de  guerre  il 
lui  faut  a  peu  pres  tout ;  en  autres  objets  il  lui  faut  des  toiles,  des 
draps,  du  cordage,  du  sel,  de  l'eau-de-vie,  du  sucre,  &c,  &c,  &c. 
Ces  derniers  articles  sont  plus  importans  qu'on  ne  le  croiroit  d'abord. 
Avant  la  guerre,  les  Americains,  quoique  ne  connoissant  pas  le  luxe, 
avoient  abondamment  tout  ce  qui  est  necessaire  a  une  vie  commode 
et  agreable.  Etre  la  plus  part  du  tems  oisif,  passer  la  plus  grande 
partie  de  la  journee  a  fumer  et  a  boire  du  the  ou  des  Hqueurs  fortes, 
voila  le  grand  gout  de  ces  gens-ci.  C'est  done  bien  malgre  lui  que 
le  peuple  se  trouve  transforme  tout  a  coup  en  un  peuple  guerrier  et 
reduit  a  mener  une  vie  dure  et  frugale  :  aussi  n'aime-t-il  point  du 
tout  la  guerre;  aussi  est-il  aise  de  prevoir  que  si  elle  augmente  jusqu'a 
un  certain  point  ces  privations,  il  preferera  le  joug  des  Anglois  a  une 
liberte  qui  lui  coiite  ces  douceurs  de  la  vie.  Ce  langage  vous  etonne, 
Monseigneur;  tel  est  pourtant  ce  peuple.  II  est  mou,  sans  ressort, 
sans  vigueur,  sans  passion  pour  une  cause  qu'il  ne  soutient  que  parce- 
qu'il  suit  le  mouvement  qu'on  lui  a  communique.  II  y  a  cent  fois 
plus  d'enthousiasme  pour  cette  revolution-ci  dans  tel  cafe  de  Paris 
que  ce  soit  que  dans  toutes  les  Colonies  Unies. 

II  faut  done  que  la  France,  si  elle  veut  achever  cette  revolution, 
fournisse  a  ce  peuple  tout  ce  qui  est  necessaire,  pour  qu'il  ne  trouve 
pas  la  guerre  trop  dure.  II  lui  en  coiitera  sans  doute  quelques  mil- 
lions ;  mais  elle  en  sera  bien  dedommagee  par  l'aneantissement  de  la 
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1777.  puissance  de  l'Angleterre,  qui,  depouillee  de  ses  colonies,  bientot  sans 
marine,  sans  commerce,  ne  jouera  plus  qu'un  bien  petit  role,  et  laissera 
la  France  sans  rivale. 

Cependant  quelques  personnes,  (l'Abbe  Raynal,  entre  autres,  dans 
son  Eoman)  prctendent  que  la  France  ne  trouveroit  pas  son  a  vantage 
a  ce  que  les  colonies  Angloises  devinsent  libres ;  qu'elles  nous  feroient 
bientot  courir  le  risque  de  perdre  nos  propres  colonies.  Mais,  pour 
qui  connoit  ce  pays-ci,  il  est  Evident  qu'il  lui  faut  plusieurs  siecles 
pour  etre  en  etat  d'envoyer  une  escadre  faire  des  conquctes ;  et  long- 
tems  avant  ce  tems-la  des  jalousies  de  province  a  province,  dont 
on  voit  deja  les  germes,  l'auront  partage  en  plusieurs  Etats  dont 
aucun  ne  sera  a  craindre. 

On  pourroit  demander  si,  pour  operer  plutot  la  revolution  de 
l'Amerique,  il  ne  vaudroit  pas  mieux  que  la  France  fit  un  traite  avec 
les  Etats-Unis,  et  de  concert  avec  eux  fit  passer  ici  12  ou  15  milles 
homines.  Ce  seroit  le  moyen  de  tout  gater.  Le  peuple  ici,  quoiqu' 
en  guerre  avec  les  Anglois,  bait  bien  plus  les  Francois.  Nous 
l'^prouvons  chaque  jour :  et  malgre  tout  ce  que  la  France  a  fait  et 
pourroit  faire  pour  lui,  il  pref^reroit  de  se  reconcilier  avec  les  Anglois, 
a  recevoir  en  force  les  liommes  du  monde  qu'il  craint  le  plus.  S'd  y 
pouvoit  consentir  d'abord,  bientot  l'antipathie  naturelle  qu'il  y  a  entre 
les  deux  nations  se  developpant,  feroit  eclorre  les  plus  funestes  dis- 
sentions.  Four  quiconque  habite  ce  pays  la  chose  est  absolument 
impraticable. 

II  y  a  encore  un  objet  a  examiner :  la  France,  dans  le  cas  ou  elle 
seroit  forcee  de  faire  ouvertement  la  guerre  aux  Anglois,  ne  pourroit- 
elle  pas,  d'accord  avec  le  Congres,  tacher  de  s'emparer  du  Canada  ? 
D'apres  les  observations  de  l'article  precedent,  il  y  a  apparence  que 
le  Congres  rejetteroit  bien  loin  un  tel  arrangement.  Le  voisinage  des 
Francois  suffiroit  pour  le  degoiiter  de  la  liberte,  parcequ'il  ne  croiroit 
pas  la  pouvoir  garder  long-tems ;  et,  dependance  pour  cWpendance, 
il  aime  mieux  cede  des  Anglois.  D'ailleurs,  seroit-il  done  bien  avan- 
tageux  pour  nous  d'avoir  le  Canada  ?  Je  sai  que,  pour  pouvoir  dis- 
cuter  ce  point,  il  faudroit  avoir  sur  ce  pays,  sur  ses  productions,  &c, 
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des  connoissances  tres  detaillees  que  je  n'ai  pas;  mais  a  considerer  la  l7Tt 
chose  en  general,  il  rae  semble  que  ce  qui  se  passe  maintenant  en 
Amerique  devroit  degoiiter  les  puissances  Europeennes  d'avoir  des 
colonies  dans  ce  continent.  Car  enfin,  que  les  colonies  Angloises  se 
rendent  independantes  a  present  ou  non,  toujours  faut-il  penser 
qu'elles  le  seront  dans  cent  ans,  et  avec  elles  la  partie  septentrionale 
de  ce  continent.  C'est  done  se  preparer  a  une  guerre  certaine  que 
d'y  vouloir  des  £tablissemens.  II  me  semblei'oit  done  plus  avan- 
tageux  a  la  France  d'avoir  des  isles,  qu'on  peut  plus  aisement  defendre 
de  cette  contagion  d'independance.  Parmi  ces  isles  je  choisirois  celles 
dont  les  productions  ne  sont  pas  naturelles  a,  la  France,  et  qui 
cependant  sont  devenues  de  premiere  ncjeessite ;  telles  que  le  sucre,  le 
cafe,  &c.  Car,  d'avoir  des  colonies  telles  que  celles-ci,  qui  ne  four- 
nissent  guere  que  du  ble,  quoi  de  plus  inutile  pour  la  France  ?  Elle 
n'a  qu'a  bien  cultiver  son  terrein,  defricher  ce  qu'il  y  a  d'inculte,  et 
elle  va  se  creer  chez  elle  de  telles  colonies  qui  ne  lui  coiiteront  rien  a 
defendre.  Par  toutes  ces  raisons  je  crois  que,  si  la  France  declare  la 
guerre  a  l'Angleterre,  ce  n'est  point  sur  le  Canada  qu'elle  doit  tomber ; 
c'est  sur  la  Jama'ique  et  les  autres  possessions  Angloises  de  cette 
espece.  Si  elle  ne  la  declare  pas,  employez  tous  les  nioyens  qu'onre 
la  politique  pour  empecher  les  Anglois  d'avoir  jamais  iei  plus  de 
25  mille  homines.  Nous  n'en  avions  que  30  mille  en  tout  cette  cam- 
pagne ;  savoir :  l'armee  du  General  Washington  n'a  jamais  passe 
15  mille  hommes,  celle  du  General  Gates  10,  et  celle  du  General 
Putnam  5  ou  6  mille.  S'il  falloit  augmenter  le  tout  d'un  tiers,  on 
ne  le  pourroit  peut-etre  pas. 

En  voila  peut-etre,  Monseigneur,  plus  que  vous  ne  m'en  demandiez ; 
mais  pardonnez  toutes  ces  dissertations  a  l'envie  de  remplir  au  inoins 
vos  vues,  et  de  rendre  mon  sejour  ici  le  plus  utile  possible. 

Je  suis,  avec  le  respect  le  plus  profond,  Monseigneur,  votre,  &c. 

Du  Portail. 

Le  Consres  vient  de  m'elever  au  grade  de  Brigadier-General. 
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1780.  CCCXXXV. 

ANDREW  ELLIOT,  ESQ.1  OF  GREENWELLS,  TO  CAPTAIN  MURE  OF 
CALDWELL.     (Enclosed  in  Letter  CCCXXXVI.) 

New  York,  4th  Sept.  1780. 
My  dear  William, 

I  just  now  heard  of  your  being  taken  and  carried  into  Philadel- 
phia. This  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  Mr.  Eobert  Morris  of  Phila- 
delphia, a  very  old  and  particular  friend  of  mine,  who  I  am  certain 
will  render  you  every  service  in  his  power.  I  am  in  hopes  that  he, 
and  some  other  of  my  acquaintance  to  whom  I  have  applied,  will 
obtain  leave  for  you  to  come  here  on  parole.  Your  being  my  relation 
will  also,  I  am  persuaded,  induce  them  to  use  their  interest  to  get  you 
exchanged.     Nothing  that  I  can  do  will  be  wanting. 

I  long  much  to  talk  over  family  matters  with  you,  as  I  have  not 
lately  received  letters  from  Scotland.  Let  me  hear  from  you  if  you 
do  not  immediately  get  leave  to  come  in.  Direct  to  the  Superinten- 
dent-General's Office,  as  I  live  in  the  country. 

If  you  want  a  little  money  to  bear  your  travelling  expenses,  I 
have  desired  Mr.  Morris  to  let  you  have  it. 

I  am,  &c, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Andrew  Elliot. 

Captain  Wiixiah  Mure, 
82nd  Regiment. 

1  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  New  York,  and  Lieut.-Gov.  of  the  Province;  brother 
of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart.,  of  Minto.  (See  above,  No.  IX.  note.)  He  was  father  of  the 
late  Countess  Dowager  of  Cathcart,  and  of  the  still  surviving  Lady  Carnagie,  widow  of 
Sir  David  Carnagie,  Bart.,  of  Southesk. 
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CCCXXXVI. 

ROBERT  MORRIS,  ESQ.  TO  CAPTAIN  MURE  OF  CALDWELL. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  20th,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  from  my  friend  Andrew  Elliot,  Esq.,  came 
to  hand  last  night  under  cover.  In  consequence  of  his  request,  I 
made  application  to  the  Board  of  War  for  your  liberty  to  go  into 
New  York  on  parole,  which  will  be  permitted  you.  I  have  added 
a  solicitation  for  an  exchange,  which  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
told  me  he  thought  might  be  accomplished:  and  you  will  speedily 
hear  from  them  or  me  further  on  these  points.  I  have  desired 
Matthias  Slough,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster1,  to  supply  you  with  any  money 
you  may  want,  taking  your  draft  on  Mr.  Elliot  for  the  amount. 

You  may  command  most  freely  any  services  in  my  power  to 
render  during  your  captivity. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedt.,  &c. 

Robert  Morris. 

Captain  W.  Mure, 

of  82nd  Regiment, 
Lancaster.1 

CCCXXXVII. 
R.  A.  ATKINSON,  ESQ.  TO  CAPTAIN  ALEXANDER  MURE. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  bad  news  fly  fast  enough,  I  was  in  no  hurry  to  tell  you  that 
Captain  W.  Mure  is  taken  prisoner  and  carried  into  Philadelphia  I 
have,  however,  the  pleasure  to  add  that  Brigadier-General  Dalrymple, 
who  arrived  last  from  thence,  assures  me  that,  before  he  left  New 
York,  he  expedited  officially,  as  Quarter-Master  General,  the  neces- 

1  Depot  of  British  prisoners  of  war. 
VOL.  II.  2  X 
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1761.  sary  documents  for  his  immediate  exchange.     So  that  his  captivity 
would  he  of  very  short  duration. 

Lord  Cornwallis's  Gazette  will  have  removed  some  part  of  the 
gloom  of  public  affairs.  The  next  despatches  will  still  enlighten 
them  more ;  for  Clinton  will  act,  and,  depend  upon  it,  things  are  not 
so  bad  as  they  appear. 

I  have  the  honour  of  being  your  most  faithful  servant, 

R.  A.  Atkinson.' 

Alexander  Mure,  Esq. 

CCCXXXVIII. 

CAPTALN  MURE  OF  CALDWELL  TO  ANDREW  STUART,  ESQ.,  MP. 

Yorktown,  21st  Oct.  1781. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  sufficiently  lament  the  unfortunate  occasion  on  which  I 
have  commenced  my  correspondence  with  you  from  America.  With 
the  receipt  of  this  you  will  hear  of  the  great  public  loss  which  has 
befallen  us  by  the  capitulation  of  this  army  in  Yorktown,  which  took 
place  yesterday,  and  by  which  I  am  once  more  a  prisoner.  I  refer 
you  to  Lord  Cornwallis's  letter  in  the  Gazette  for  the  particulars  of 
this  melancholy  business.  Every  man  in  the  garrison  is  conscious 
that  all  has  been  done  that  could  be  done,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
them  would  with  pleasure  have  sacrificed  their  lives,  could  it  any 
further  have  promoted  the  general  good. 

We  have  been  blocked  up  since  the  28th  of  August  by  a  fleet  of 
thirty-five  sail  of  the  fine,  and  have  been  besieged  by  an  army  of  at  least 
20,000  men,  with  an  artillery  sufficient  to  attack  the  strongest  fortified 
place  in  Europe.  After  expending  all  our  ammunition,  —  though 
almost  unable  to  show  a  gun  against  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  —  with  only  a  week's  provision,  with  no  prospect  of  relief, 
and  after  having  obliged  the  enemy  to  finish  their  second  parallel 

1  Of  the  house  of  Mure  and  Atkinson,  London.   (See  Note  to  No.  CCCXXXIV.) 
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within  150  yards  of  our  lines,  Lord  Cornwallis,  to  save  the  lives  of  17s 
many  brave  soldiers,  entered  into  terms.  The  capitulation  was  signed 
on  the  19th,  surrendering  prisoners  of  war  about  3200  fit  for  duty, 
besides  200  sick  or  wounded.  We  had  between  500  and  600  killed  and 
wounded  during  the  siege.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  tell  you  that 
your  poor  nephew  Major  Cochrane1  suffered  amongst  the  former.  He 
had  his  head  carried  off  by  a  cannon  shot,  when  standing  close  to  my 
Lord  Cornwallis. 

He  came  here  two  days  before  in  a  most  spirited  manner,  with 
dispatches  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  a  small  boat,  and  got 
through  the  French  fleet.  He  is  much  lamented  as  a  most  gallant 
officer.     I  pity  poor  Mrs.  Cochrane,  who  I  hear  is  at  New  York. 

By  this  capitulation  only  a  certain  number  of  officers  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  with  the  men.  The  rest  are  j>aroled  to  England, 
or  to  any  British  port  in  America.  As  I  have  for  some  time  past 
been  Aide-de-Camp  to  General  O'Hara2,  I  am  one  of  those  to  be 
paroled,  and  shall  go  to  New  York  as  soon  as  General  Grasse 
chooses  to  send  us  there.  As  there  is  nobody  to  exchange  for  us, 
I  expect  this  winter  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  England. 

The  French  officers  are  polite  to  an  extreme.  I  have  not  vet 
found  among  them  any  of  my  old  Parisian  acquaintance 3,  though  I 
daresay  some  of  them  are  here. 

Pray  send  my  respects  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  believe  me, 
Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

WiLLM.  Mure. 

Andrew  Stuart,  Esq. 

1  Son  of  the  fifth  Earl  of  Dunckmald,  by  his  Countess,  Jane,  sister  of  Mr.  Stuart. 

2  An  officer  of  distinction  during  the  American  War,  at  this  time  second  in  com- 
mand to  Lord  Cornwallis. 

3  See  above,  Nos.  CCCX.,  sqq. 
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1787.  CCCXXXLX. 

CAPTAIN  MURE  OF  CALDWELL  :  PAROLE  OF  HONOUR  TO 
GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

I,  William  Mure,  Captain  in  his  Britannic  Majesty's  82nd  Regiment 
of  foot,  do  acknowledge  myself  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and,  having  permission  from  his  Excellency  General 
"Washington,  agreeable  to  capitulation,  to  proceed  to  New  York  and 
Charlestown,  or  to  Europe,  do  pledge  my  faith  and  word  of  honour, 
that  I  will  not  do  nor  say  anything  injurious  to  the  said  United 
States,  or  the  armies  thereof,  or  their  allies,  until  duly  exchanged.  I 
do  further  promise,  that  whenever  required  by  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  American  army,  or  the  commissary  of  prisoners  for  the  same,  I 
will  repair  to  such  a  place  or  places  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  may 
require.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Yorktown,  the  27th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1781. 

Willm.  Mure, 

Captain  82nd  Regiment. 

Received  from  the  American  commissary  of  prisoners  George  La 

France  and Cockane,    soldiers  in   the   82nd  Regiment,  as  my 

servants — to   be   accounted   for   in    future   exchanges   between   the 
American  and  British  commissaries. 

Willm.  Mure. 

(Copy)     Chs.  Ewell,  Deputy  C.  P.  S. 


CCCXL. 

(GENERAL  OHARA1  TO  MR.  MURE  OF  CALDWELL. 

Gibraltar,  23rd  Nov.  1787. 
My  dear  Mure, 

As  I  shall  always  embrace  with  the  greatest  pleasure  any  oppor- 
tunity of  obeying  your  commands,  I  should  have  been  happy  to  show 

'  See  Note  to  No.  CCCXXXVTLI. 
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every  attention  in  my  power  to  Mr.  Swinton  had  he  remained  here.  1796. 
But  his  fortunate  stars  have  disposed  of  him  better  by  sending  him  to 
India :  for,  in  good  truth,  my  very  good  friend,  this  is,  of  all  rocks, 
the  most  barren  in  every  sense  of  the  word ;  and  I  am  glad  for  Mr. 
Swinton's  sake,  who  appears  to  me  a  very  deserving  young  man,  that 
he  is  going  to  a  more  fertile  soil. 

I  am  sincerely  obliged  to  you,  and  much  flattered  with  your  pro- 
posal of  a  visit,  in  case  the  Dons  should  again  quarrel  with  us  about 
this  same  rock ;  for,  be  assured,  my  dear  Mure,  that,  war  or  peace,  no 
one  courts  your  society  more  than  your  most  affectionate 

And  faithful  servant, 

Chas.  O'Hara. 

CCCXLI. 

THE  DUKE  OF  GLOUCESTER  TO  COLONEL  1UTJRE  OF  CALDWELL. 

London,  Dec.  20th,  1796. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  my  return  to  London  late  last  night  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
receive  your  letter  of  the  14th ;  and  I  trust  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  say  how  happy  I  am  at  all  times  to  hear  from  you,  and,  if  it  is  in 
my  power,  to  be  of  the  smallest  service  to  the  West-lowland  Fencibles.1 
To  repeat  my  very  high  opinion  of  that  corps,  and  to  say  how  I 
regreted  giving  up  the  command  of  them,  and  how  happy  I  shall  be 
to  have  them  under  me  again,  I  hope  would  be  superfluous  ;  and  that 
you  believe  what  satisfaction  I  shall  ever  feel  at  meeting  my  old  friends 
again. 

In  a  conversation  I  had  with  the  Duke  of  York  a  few  days  ago,  I 
mentioned  to  him  my  opinion  of  the  West-lowlanders,  and  the  par- 
ticular claim  for  favor  I  thought  they  had  a  right  to  expect ;  as  well 
as  the  objections  they  had  to  have  their  flank  companies  detached,  and 
their  wish  to  be  employed  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  where  they 
were  most  wanted.     At   that   time   he   had   not   heard   from   Lord 

1  Now  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mure. 
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179s.  Eglintoun,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  he  would  soon.  He  declined, 
therefore,  giving  an  immediate  answer  ;  but  I  thought  what  I  said  had 
effect  on  him.  I  doubt  not  that  Lord  Eglintoun's  letter  will  have 
great  weight  with  him ;  and,  if  I  can  be  of  any  service  in  the  business, 
I  shall  be  very  happy.  I  shall  not  neglect  speaking  to  him  again 
when  I  see  him,  if  I  think  it  necessary,  and  if  I  can  be  of  any  use. 

When  you  see  Lord   Eglintoun,  pray  give  him  my  best  compli- 
ments, and  believe  me  ever 

Yours  sincerely, 

William  Frederick. 

CCCXLII. 

GENERAL  SIB  RALPH  ABERCROMBY  TO  COLOXEL  MURE. 
[Private.] 

Edinburgh,  Sept.  4th,  1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  receive  orders  to  pass  on  to  Ireland.  It  is  not  doubted 
that  the  whole,  or  the  far  greater  part,  of  the  West-lowlanders  will  go 
with  alacrity  to  oppose  a  foreign  enemy.  I  will  not  allow  myself  to 
doubt  it.  You  may  take  such  steps  as  you  judge  most  expedient  to 
prepare  the  men. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ra.  Abercromby. 


CCCXXIII. 
SIR  RALPH  ABERCROMBY  TO  THE  EARL  OF  EGLIXTOX.1 

Edinburgh,  Sept.  4th,  1798. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  it  in  command  from  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York  to  express 
to  your  lordship's  regiment  his  fullest  confidence  that  they  will  afford 

1  Colonel-in-Chief  of  the  TTest-lowland  Regiment. 
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a  willing  sendee  in  Ireland,  for  a  short  time,  on  the  present  occasion  11 
of  actual  invasion ;  and  I  have  to  beg  of  your  lordship  to  use  your  in- 
fluence in  persuading  them  to  a  measure  which  will  do  them  honor. 

As  the  case  does  not  admit  of  delay,  the  order  for  their  march  to 
Port  Patrick  will  be  sent ;  and  I  am  sure  it  wiU  be  obeyed  with 
alacrity  by  the  whole,  or  at  the  least  the  greater  part,  of  the  West-low- 
land regiment.  At  the  same  time,  my  Lord,  there  must  be  no  com- 
pulsion, nothing  to  induce  discontent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Ea.  Abercromby,  L.G. 


CCCXLIV. 

SIR  RALPH  ABERCROMBY  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  Sept.  7th,  1798. 
Dear  Sir, 

Although  I  was  not  over-sanguine  in  my  hopes  of  the  West-low- 
land regiment,  yet  I  could  not  help  recollecting  their  declaration  of 
their  readiness  in  the  event  of  a  landing  in  Ireland.  In  a  regiment 
in  a  good  state  of  discipline  in  other  respects,  a  refusal  of  their  service 
at  this  time  is  very  particular ;  and  I  cannot  help  suspecting  some 
lurking  cause.  Your  own  prudence  will  lead  you  to  watch  the 
conduct  of  the  men,  and  whether  there  is  any  spirit  of  disaffection 
among  them. 

Dear  Sir,  with  much  regard, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ra.  Abercromby. 
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CCCXLV. 

THE  EARL  OF  EGLLNTON  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Coilsfield,  8th  Sept.  1798. 
My  dear  Colonel, 

The  enclosed  letter1  I  did  not  receive  till  last  night ;  although  so 
particularly  directed.  After  what  has  passed  with  the  regiment,  so 
contrary  to  the  opinion  I  ever  had  of  the  men  of  it  before  this 
happened,  it  gives  me  pain  to  find  it  my  duty  to  have  them  again 
addressed  on  a  subject  where  there  appeared  so  decided  a  majority 
unfavourable  to  the  wishes  of  his  Royal  Highness  and  of  every  well- 
wisher  of  the  regiment.  As  I  have  received  the  letter,  however,  it  is 
proper  it  should  be  made  known  to  the  men.  They  will  observe  the 
high  opinion  his  Royal  Highness  had  formed  of,  and  the  confidence 
he  had  put  in,  them  ;  and  that  they  were  looked  up  to  as  the  first 
regiment  to  offer  their  services,  from  the  opinion  held  of  their  spirit, 

zeal,  and  loyalty 

The  part  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie's  letter  that  relates  to  them,  as 
well  as  any  part  of  this  that  you  may  think  proper,  you  may  commu- 
nicate to  the  regiment,  explaining  the  cause  that  it  was  not  made 
known  to  them  at  the  time. 

I  am,  dear  Colonel, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Eglinton. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mcke, 
Barracks,  Glasgow. 

i  No.  CCCXLin. 
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CCCXLVI.  1798. 

[Copy.]     COLONEL  MURE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  EGLINTON. 

Caldwell,  25th  Sept.  1798. 
My  dear  Lord, 

I  have  not  written  to  you  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th,  enclosing  Sir  R.  Abercromby's,  because  I  had  nothing  very 
pleasing  to  communicate.  The  last  trial  I  made  with  the  men  was  on 
Monday  the  10th ;  the  number  of  volunteers  who  turned  out  being 
but  220,  including  sergeants  and  drummers. 

I  know  you  feel,  and  I  assure  you  I  do,  as  a  very  serious  disap- 
pointment, the  backwardness,  on  this  important  occasion,  of  men  of 
whose  zeal  and  spirit  we  had  till  lately  reason  to  think  as  highly  as  of 
their  order  and  discipline  in  other  respects. 

This  very  disagreeable  business,  with  concern  I  inform  you,  must 
prevent  my  continuing  in  the  station  I  hold  in  your  regiment. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  to  ask  soldiers  to  exceed  the  terms 
of  service  for  which  they  enlisted  ever  became  necessary.  But  when 
a  regiment,  on  the  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe,  declines  going  to  where 
the  enemy  are,  though  the  place  is  a  little  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
engagement  to  serve,  and  resolves  to  await  the  enemy's  coming  to 
them,  I  confess  I  feel  neither  pleasure  nor  satisfaction  in  being  their 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Many  corps  called  upon,  and  some  not  called  upon,  have  volun- 
teered their  services.  The  rebels  and  French  may  yet  cause  Ireland 
to  require  more  troops  from  this  country,  who  will  go  there ;  while 
the  West-lowland  regiment  will  be  called  upon  no  more.  But  I  need 
not  mention  these  things  to  you.     You  know  them  and  feel  them. 

I  must,  therefore,  request  you  to  accept  of  my  resignation  and 
appoint  another  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

I  have  not  come  to  this  resolution  rashly,  but  after  deliberation. 
I  beg  you  to  believe  me,  with  sincere  regard,  &c, 
f  Willm.  Mure. 

VOL.  II.  2  Y 


352  CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  WILLIAM  MURE,  ESQ. 

cccxlvh. 

MARQUIS  OP  CORXWALLIS  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Dublin  Castle,  April  26th,  1800. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  in  favor  of  Captain  Gordon,  of  whose 
character  I  have  several  very  honorable  testimonials.  But  the  idea 
of  his  being  brought  into  the  regiment  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  occa- 
sioned so  much  discontent  amongst  the  officers,  that  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  to  give  the  commission  to  some  deserving  Major  of 
Fencibles  in  this  country. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

C'ORNWALLIS. 
William  Mure,  Esq. 

CCCXLVIH. 
DAVID  BOYLE,  ESQ.  '  (afterwards  LORD  JUSTICE  GENERAL)  TO  MR.  MURE. 

South  Frederick  Street  (Edinburgh),  May  21st,  1801. 
My  dear  Mure, 

"When  I  promised  to  let  you  know  of  any  accounts  which  my 
friend  Abercromby 2  should  receive,  we  little  imagined  they  were  to  be 
of  so  very  afflicting  a  nature.  You  may  easily  believe  the  distress  of 
Sir  Ralph's  family  has  been  great  indeed.  I  saw  George  •  to-day  for 
the  first  time,  and  was  glad  to  learn  that  his  mother  has  stood  the  shock 
with  wonderful  fortitude,  unexpected  as  it  must  have  been.  Her  mind, 
however,  as  well  as  those  of  all  the  family,  has  been  much  relieved  to- 
day by  the  receipt  of  some  letters  from  her  son ;  which  contain  a 

1  See  Introductory  Memoir,  p.  8. 

2  The  first  Lord  Abercromby,  Sir  Ralph's  eldest  son. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  WILLIAM  MURE,  ESQ.  353 

very  minute,  though  no  doubt  very  affecting,  account  of  the  last  days  1801. 
of  our  illustrious  commander. 

The  first  approach  of  the  enemy  seems  to  have  been  somewhat 
unexpected,  having  taken  place  before  daylight.  Colonel  Abercromby 
met  the  General  about  daybreak  in  the  front  line  giving  the  necessary 
orders,  and  animating  the  troops  with  his  presence  in  the  hottest  of 
the  battle.  The  next  time  he  saw  him  was  after  some  interval,  in  a 
small  work,  where  there  were  two  guns  firing  upon  the  enemy,  then 
beginning  to  retreat.  Colonel  Abercromby  then  saw  his  dress  torn 
and  some  blood  appearing  on  his  left  thigh,  and  asked  if  he  was 
wounded.  He  said  he  had  been  hit  by  a  spent  ball,  but  was  sure  it 
was  of  no  moment.  He,  however,  soon  after  complained  of  a  pain  in 
his  breast  and  side,  which  he  said  had  been  occasioned  by  a  French 
dragoon  having  run  against  him,  (whose  sword,  Lord  Dalhousie 
writes,  Sir  Ralph  took  out  of  his  hand).  But  though  General  Ludlow 
and  the  Colonel  entreated  he  would  allow  a  surgeon  to  look  at  his 
wound,  he  declined  it,  saying,  "  There  were  many  poor  fellows  who 
wanted  the  surgeons  more  than  he."  He  continued  there  some  time 
longer,  observing  the  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy,  and  at  last  dis- 
mounted and  sat  down  with  his  back  to  the  redoubt,  when  he  com- 
plained of  being  faint.  General  Ludlow  then  sent  for  a  surgeon, 
when  he  was  carried  on  a  bier  to  the  rear  and  examined  by  a  Dr. 
Robertson  and  a  surgeon  of  the  Guards.  After  failing  by  a  cut  to 
find  the  ball,  which  was  thought  to  have  been  lodged  at  no  great 
depth,  Doctor  Robertson  advised  his  going  immediately  aboard  ship, 
to  which  he  at  once  consented,  and  he  embarked  about  12  o'clock.  He 
would  not  permit  his  son's  accompanying  him,  but  desired  him  to  re- 
turn to  his  duty.  Colonel  Abercromby  continued  to  receive  very 
favourable  accounts  of  him  till  the  26th,  when  a  letter  from  Lord 
Keith  informed  him  Sir  R.  had  not  been  so  well.  He  went  instantly 
on  board  the  Foudroyant,  and  found  his  father  feverish,  though 
perfectly  collected,  and  conversed  with  him  on  public  matters.  The 
bad  symptoms  continued,  and  he  died  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  with 
the  greatest  composure  and  resignation.     His  son  had  arranged  to 

2  y  2 
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1801.  send  his  remains  to  Malta,  to  avoid  the  risk  of  sea  or  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But  some  alteration  of  the  plan  had  after- 
wards taken  place ;  as  George  says  he  understands,  by  a  letter  from 
his  servant,  that  his  remains  have  come  to  Britain. 

I  never  read  a  better  written,  or  more  feeling  letter,  than  Colonel 
Abercromby's.  It  must  be  consolatory  to  his  friends,  independent  of 
the  glorious  nature  of  his  end,  that  every  medical  assistance  had  been 
afforded,  and  that  his  son  had  been  with  him  in  his  last  moments. 
No  ill  consequence  had  probably  resulted  from  the  delay  of  dressing 
the  wound.  It  was  ascertained  after  his  death  that  the  ball  had  risen 
upwards,  and  it  was  found  fixed  about  the  joint  of  the  thigh  bone. 

All  the  world  must  agree  in  thinking  that  we  never  lost  a  better 
officer  or  more  worthy  man  than  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby.  I  am  happy 
to  see  one  line  in  Colonel  A.'s  letter,  in  which  he  writes,  after  noticing 
the  brilliancy  of  the  day,  that  "  it  has  decided  the  fate  of  Egypt." 
Lady  Dalhousie  has  a  letter  from  her  son  to-day,  in  high  spirits, 
stating  that  he  was  about  to  march  against  Rosetta. 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  these  particulars,  knowing  the  interest 
which  you  took  in  Sir  Ralph.  I  should  have  mentioned  that  his  son 
states  that  every  possible  attention  was  shown  to  him  by  Lord  Keith. 
This  I  am  glad  of,  as  there  was  said  to  have  been  a  dryness  between 
them  at  one  time.  With  compliments  to  the  ladies,  I  remain,  my 
dear  Mure, 

Yours  very  truly, 

David  Boyle. 

William  Mure,  Esq., 
of  Caldwell. 


CCCXLIX. 
ADMIRAL  LORD  KEITH  TO  MR.  MURE. 

My  dear  Mure, 

As  I  think  you  are  not  one  who  will  forget  an  old  friend,  I 
venture  to  ask  you  a  favor.     It  is  to  solicit  Mr.  Napier  Millican  to 
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support  Captain  Fleming1  in  Stirlingshire.  By  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lennox,  Woodhead,  I  understand  Mr.  Napier  is  to  succeed  to  that 
large  property,  and  I  have  not  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  him. 
Captain  Fleming  is  abroad,  and  that  is  the  only  pretext  I  have  for 
troubling  any  one  on  such  a  business.  It  is  Sir  Archd.  Edmonstone 
who  opposes  him.  If  you  can  render  me  any  service,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  you  will,  and  I  shall  be  most  thankfull, 

Being  ever  sincerely  yours, 

Keith. 

Harley  Street,  May  8th. 
I  wrote  Mr.  Napier  this  morning  from  Carlton  House. 


CCCL. 
MAJOR-GENERAL  (afterwards  SIR  JOHN)  MOORE  TO  MR.  MURE. 

Richmond,  6th  March,  1802. 
My  dear  Mure, 

As  the  account  of  my  father's  death  must  have  reached  you  soon 
after  you  had  written  your  letter,  it  will  be  needless  for  me  to 
apologise  for  not  having  answered  it  sooner. 

I  left  my  father  about  five  weeks  ago,  to  take  the  command  in 
Sussex.  He  was  then  very  weak ;  but  still  we  had  hopes  of  his  hold- 
ing out  until  spring,  when  the  change  of  weather  might  have  effected 
a  recovery.  But  I  was  called  back  a  fortnight  ago,  upon  his  beino- 
taken  very  ill,  and  I  arrived  only  twenty-four  hours  before  he  died. 
I  shall  continue  here  with  my  mother,  until  I  have  settled  her  affairs, 
and  that  her  mind  is  more  easy.     I  shall  then  return  to  Brighton. 

I  became  acquainted  with  Captain  Swinton  at  Brighton,  before  I 

1  The  Honourable  Charles  Elphinstone  Fleming,  Lord  Keith's  nephew,  afterwards 
Admiral  Fleming  of  Cumbernauld. 
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1803.  knew  of  his  connection  with  Blytheswood.1  I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  pay  him  every  attention  in  my  power,  both  upon  Mr.  Campbell's 
account  and  yours.  Unfortunately,  he  is  about  to  be  placed  on  half- 
pay.     I  hope  his  friends  will  not  allow  him  to  continue  on  it  long. 

If  I  am  at  liberty  this  next  summer,  I  think  both  my  brother 
Graham  and  I  are  likely  to  visit  Scotland,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  call 
at  Caldwell.  Nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  shake 
hands  with  you  once  more,  and  to  drink  a  little  claret  with  you ;  but 
not  quite  so  much  as  I  have  done  in  days  of  yore. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  Mure, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 
W.  MrnE,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 


CCCLI. 

GENERAL  MOORE  TO  LIEUT.-COL.  MURE. 

Sandgate,  27th  Oct.  1803. 
My  dear  Mure, 

Mr.  Mackintosh2  wrote  to  me  some  time  ago,  requesting  I  would 
recommend  for  an  ensigccy  in  the  line  a  young  man  at  present  in 
your  regiment3,  a  Mr.  Ferguson.  He  also  enclosed  a  letter  from  you, 
in  which  you  speak  very  handsomely  of  Mr.  Ferguson's  conduct. 

There  is  a  chance  of  an  opening  in  my  own  regiment,  the  52nd. 
But  before  I  can  recommend  him  for  it,  I  shall  thank  you  to  tell  me 

1  The  gentleman  alluded  to,  now  Mr.  Campbell  Swinton  of  Kimmerghame,  a 
nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Campbell  of  Blytheswood,  afterwards,  in  1812,  married  Miss 
Rennie,  a  young  lady  of  large  fortune  and  niece  of  Mr.  Mure.  He  is  father  of  Pro- 
fessor Swinton  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  James  Swinton,  Esq.,  the  eminent  portrait  painter. 

2  Charles  Macintosh,  Esq.,  the  eminent  chemist,  chiefly  celebrated  for  his  water- 
proof inventions;  a  personal  friend  both  of  Sir  John  and  of  Mr.  Mure  :  of  the  latter 
he  was  also  a  distant  relation. 

s  The  Renfrew  militia. 
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fairly  what  you  think  of  him.  I  am  anxious  to  have  none  but  young  1803. 
men  of  good  dispositions,  stout  and  active  in  their  persons,  and  who 
have  the  manners,  education,  and  way  of  thinking  of  gentlemen.  I 
cannot  help  considering  an  Ensign  as  the  material  of  which  a  Captain, 
Major,  &c.  is  to  be  made.  I  understand  Mr.  Ferguson  has  nothing  but 
his  pay.  This,  if  his  other  qualities  are  good,  should  not  tell  against 
him.  It  is,  however,  a  disadvantage ;  for,  in  these  times,  a  Subaltern 
who  has  not  friends  from  whom  he  can  occasionally  get  30/.  or  40/., 
can  hardly  live  with  his  brother  officers  and  avoid  debt. 

Having  so  far  explained  myself  to  you,  I  trust  you  will  give  me 
your  real  opinion  of  this  young  man.  Mr.  Macintosh  is  honest ;  but 
he  is  too  sanguine  and  warm-hearted  where  a  young  Highlander  is 
concerned. 

We  have  been  expecting  Bonaparte  until  we  are  tired,  and  begin 
to  doubt  his  intention  of  coming. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Mure, 

Sincerely  and  faithfully, 

John  Moore. 

William  Mure,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 


CCCLII. 

GENERAL  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  17th  Nov.  1303. 
My  dear  Mure, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in 
answering  my  enquiries  respecting  Mr.  Ferguson  ;  and  in  consequence 
of  the  good  character  you  give,  and  the  interest  you  take  in  him,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  recommend  him  for  an  ensigncy  in  the  52nd  when  a 
vacancy  occurs. 

We  have  had  an  augmentation  lately  of  a  Lieutenant  per  company, 
in  consequence   of  the  regiment's   being    formed   as   light  infantry. 
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1804.  Five  of  our  Ensigns  were  promoted  to  lieutenancies,  which  made  as 
many  vacant  ensigncies.  I  intended  one  of  them  for  Mr.  F.,  should 
your  answer  prove  favourable ;  but  unfortunately  the  Duke  has  filled 
it  up  with  a  friend  of  his  own.  He  shall,  however,  have  the  first  that 
falls.  The  fear  I  have  is,  that  with  his  pay  only  he  will  not  be  able  to 
live  in  this  country. 

I  begin  to  doubt  Bonaparte's  intention  of  coming  this  winter,  in 
the  state  of  the  sea  at  that  season.     It  seems  to  me  impracticable. 
Ever,  my  dear  Mure, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

John  Moore. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mure, 
Renfrewshire  Militia, 
Musselburgh. 


CCCLIII. 
GENERAL  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  25th  March,  1804. 
My  dear  Mure, 

I  availed  myself  of  the  first  vacancy  that  occurred  without  pur- 
chase, to  recommend  your  young  friend  Ferguson  for  an  ensigncy  in 
the  52nd.  The  Duke  has  consented  to  give  it  to  him,  and  his  name 
will  be  laid  before  the  King.  Be  so  good  as  to  desire  him  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness,  and,  as  soon  as  he  sees  his  name  in  the  Gazette, 
instantly  to  join  the  regiment  at  Hythe.  If  he  will  let  me  know 
about  the  time  he  is  to  arrive  in  London,  I  will  desire  the  com- 
manding officer  to  send  him  directions  where  he  can  provide  himself 
with  the  different  appointments.  The  52nd,  as  light  infantry,  wear 
jackets,  caps,  and  a  sword  different  from  battalions  ;  but  the  same  as 
directed  for  the  light  companies  of  the  army. 

They  continue  to  say  we  may  expect  the  French ;  and,  as  Boulogne 
seems  a  rendezvous  of  boats,  we  look  for  our  share  of  employment  at 
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this  place.     It  is  thought  that  at  Boulogne  there  are  1200  boats,  200  1804. 
of  which  are  brigs,  capable  of  containing  200  men  each. 

In  the  way  of  coast  defence  we  have  been  very  remiss ;  but  still, 
with  men  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  but  we  shall  defeat  them. 
Yours  ever,  my  dear  Mure, 

Most  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mure, 
Renfrewshire  Militia, 
Musselburgh. 


cccliv. 

GENERAL  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  7th  August,  1804. 
My  dear  Mure, 

I  expect  some  vacancies  soon  in  the  52nd  Regiment,  and  I  shall 
be  very  happy  to  recommend  for  an  ensigncy  any  young  man  in  whom 
you  are  interested,  and  who  has  a  mind  bent  on  being  a  soldier. 

As  we  are  light  infantry,  he  must  be  active  and  tolerably  good- 
looking.  I  am  sure  you  will  recommend  no  one  who  is  not  by  his 
birth,  education,  and  manners  qualified  for  the  service. 

Ferguson  is  much  approved  of,  and  fully  answers  the  description 
you  gave  of  him. 

They  still  say  the  French  are  coming  ;  but  I  cannot  believe  they 
will  be  so  absurd.     In  the  mean  time  the  force  in  Kent  is  much  in- 
creased, and  if  they  come  here  we  shall  have  easy  work  of  it. 
Ever,  my  dear  Mure, 

Very  faithfully, 

John  Moore. 

William  Mure,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 

VOL.  n.  2  Z 
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CCCLV. 

SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  11th  Oct.  1804. 
My  dear  Mure, 

The  appointment  of  young  Sneddon  has  been  delayed  from  some 
mistake  at  the  Duke's  office.  It  has,  however,  at  last  taken  place,  and 
his  commission  is  antedated  ;  so  that  he  will  have  rank  in  the  regiment 
agreeable  to  my  first  recommendation,  and  consequently  prior  to  an 
Ensign  who  was  gazetted  before  him,  though  recommended  after  him. 
The  sooner  he  joins,  the  better ;  and  from  his  friend  Ferguson  he  can 
have  every  information  with  respect  to  uniform,  &c. 

When  there  is  any  other  good  young  man  in  whom  you  are  inter- 
ested, and  for  whom  you  want  an  ensigncy,  let  me  know :  and  when  I 
can,  I  shall  be  happy  to  get  him  one ;  and  when  I  cannot,  I  shall  frankly 
tell  you  so. 

I  wish  them  to  be  gentlemen's  sons,  with  tolerable  education  and 
manners,  and  with  looks  and  make  that  will  do  for  soldiers. 

The  King  has  thought  fit,  without,  as  you  may  suppose,  any  solici- 
tation on  my  part,  to  name  me  a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  As  soon  as  he 
returns  from  Weymouth,  I  shall  be  summoned  to  be  invested.  In  the 
mean  time  I  have  been  called  on  by  the  heralds  for  my  arms,  pedi- 
gree, &c,  &c,  and  to  say  what  supporters  I  chuse. 

My  pedigree,  as  far  as  my  great  grandfather,  I  can  trace ;  and  you 
will  allow  that  is  a  good  deal. 

We  have  considered  ourselves  descended  in  some  way  or  other  from 
the  Mures  of  Rowallan 1,  and  it  is,  I  believe,  their  arms  we  use.  This 
letter  shall  be  sealed  with  them,  and  you  will  see  in  what  respect  they 
differ  from  yours.  You  will  probably  know  whether,  and  in  what 
they  should  differ.  The  seal  is  one  which  your  father  got  cut  for  mine 

1  See  Introductory  Memoir,  p.  3.  sq. 
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when  he  was  abroad  with  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. l  With  respect  to  1804. 
supporters,  I  have  the  world  before  me.  However,  as  one  likes  to  have 
a  reason,  good  or  bad,  for  everything  that  one  does,  if  the  Rowallan 
family  is  one  who  have  supporters,  it  would  be  a  reason  for  preferring 
theirs  for  at  least  one  of  mine.  It  should  bear  the  proper  marks  of 
cadetship  ;  and  for  the  other,  I  might  take  a  soldier,  a  crocodile,  or  any 
other  monster.  Will  you  let  me  know  these  particulars  with  respect 
to  the  family  of  Rowallan,  now  merged  into  that  of  Loudon  ? 2 

Will  you  excuse  this  trouble,  and  not  deem  me  a  born  idiot  for 
seeming  to  interest  myself  about  such  nonsense  ?  as  you  must  be  aware 
that  even  nonsense,  when  called  for  by  the  Garter  King  of  Arms  (!), 
demands  the  appearance  at  least  of  a  grave  answer. 
My  dear  Mure, 

Sincerely  and  faithfully  yours, 

John  Moore. 


CCCLVI. 
SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  MISS  MURE. 

Sandgate,  29th  Oct.  1804. 

I  return  you  many  thanks,  my  dear  Miss  Mure,  and  feel  most 
grateful  for  the  trouble  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  take  for  me  in 
this  important  affair  of  supporters. 

I  know  nothing  of  my  descent  from  the  family  of  Rowallan,  further 
than  hearing  my  father  say  so.  He  had  it  from  his  father  and  the 
late  Lord  Loudon,  and  his  father  always  acknowledged  us  as  such. 
I  claim  not,  as  you  may  believe,  the  honor  of  the  slightest  relation- 
ship with  Lady  Loudon ;  but  having  to  chuse  supporters,  and  being 

1  See  above,  p.  263.  note.  The  arms  of  the  seal  are  in  all  respects  those  of  Cald- 
well ;  the  special  characteristics  of  the  Rowallan  shield,  the  Wheatsheaves,  being  want- 
ing. The  motto  of  Caldwell,  "  Duris  non  frangor,"  also  appears  in  the  Doctor's  bearings. 
The  whole  was  adopted  by  Sir  John. 

2  Both  are  now  united  with  the  Marquisate  of  Hastings. 

2  z  2 
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1 804.  at  a  loss  what  to  fix  on,  I  thought,  if  the  family  from  which  I  claim 
descent  ever  had  them,  it  might  be  a  reason  for  taking  theirs  as  one 
uf  mine.  Unless  I  had  been  related  to  Lady  Loudon,  I  never  would 
have  had  the  vanity  to  carry  both,  even  though  favoured  with  her 
permission.  I  have,  I  believe,  fixed  on  two  light  infantry  soldiers, 
which,  as  I  am  myself  a  soldier  and  Colonel  of  a  light  infantry 
regiment,  are  in  every  respect  most  appropriate.  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you,  since  the  subject  has  been  mentioned  to  Lady  Loudon, 
if  you  would  present  my  respects  to  her  and  explain  my  reasons  for 
declining  to  carry  the  supporters  of  Rowallan ;  at  the  same  time  that 
I  feel  highly  flattered  and  obliged  by  the  permission  she  was  so  good 
as  to  offer  me.  I  shall  continue  to  consider  her  as  my  chief;  unless 
you  dispute  it,  which  Mure,  on  the  authority  of  your  aunt,  informs 
me  you  do.1  In  that  case  I  have  no  objection  to  two  chiefs,  par- 
ticularly as  they  are  both  ladies. 

I  beg  to  be  very  kindly  remembered  to   Mrs.  Mure  and  your 
sisters, 

And  am,  my  dear  Miss  Mure, 

Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Moore. 

CCCLVII. 
SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  2nd  Nov.  1804. 
Dear  Mure, 

Your  sister  was  so  good  as  to  write  to  me,  and  gave  me  full 

information  on  the  subject  of  arms,  &c,  and  conveyed  Lady  Loudon's 

permission  to  take  the  Rowallan  supporters  (two  black  Moors).     I 

have  begged  of  Miss  Mure  to  return  my  thanks  to  her  ladyship,  and 

to  explain  my  reason  for  declining  the  honor  she  had  offered.      I 

was  afraid  Lady  Loudon  might  think  that  I  was  absurd  enough  to 

claim  kindred  to  her ;  a  folly  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  thought  for  a 

1  See  Introductory  Memoir,  p.  7.  note. 
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moment  guilty  of.     On  the  subject  of  forefathers  I  am  perfectly  satis-  1805. 
fied.     Mine  were  all  in  the  rank  of  gentlemen,  and  all  in  their  dif- 
ferent callings  respectable  men. 

I  shall  either  have  two  Light  infantry  soldiers  for  supporters,  or  one 
and  a  Highland  soldier ;  the  Highlander  in  commemoration  of  having 
been  taken  off  the  field  by  two  of  them,  when  lying  on  the  ground 
bleeding  in  Holland.1  I  hope  you  will  approve  my  choice,  and  I 
shall  make  no  change  in  the  arms  or  motto  from  those  in  the  seal  I 
now  have.  "  Duris  non  frangor"  is  evidently  an  improvement  on 
"  Durum  patientia  frango." 

The  condemnation  of  the  Spanish  prize  seems  still  very  uncertain ; 
but  at  any  rate  the  exploit  has  been  an  honourable  one  to  Graham.2 
He  has  got  a  short  absence  and  is  in  town ;  but  I  doubt  if  I  shall  be 
able  to  see  him.  We  are  breaking  up  camp,  which  always  causes 
much  detail. 

Your  young  friend  Sheddon  joined  yesterday.  I  like  his  appearance, 
which  is  manly.  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  making  a  good  light  infantry 
man. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Mure, 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 

William  Mure,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 

cccLvin. 

SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. ' 

Sandgate,  3rd  April,  1805. 
My  dear  Mure, 

When  this  Militia  Bill 3  passes,  I  wish  particularly  to  get  men  for 

the  52nd  from  the  Scotch  regiments.     It  cannot  be  agreeable  to  you 

1  In  the  action  of  September  29.  1799.  See  his  Life,  by  his  brother  Mr.  Carrick 
Moore,  vol.  i.  p.  247. 

2  His  brother,  afterwards  Admiral  Sir  Graham  Moore. 

3  Bill  to  promote  Volunteering  from  the  Militia  into  the  Line. 
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1805.  to  part  with  men  you  have  taken  pains  with.  But  since  you  must 
part  with  some,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  unpleasant  to  you  that  I  should 
get  them.  If  I  send  Ferguson  or  Sheddon,  will  you  give  them  your 
countenance,  and  will  you  recommend  the  52nd  as  a  regiment  of 
character  and  one  in  which  the  men  will  be  well  treated  ?  You  may 
do  so  with  safety ;  for,  though  I  believe  there  is  not  a  better  regiment, 
there  is  none  where  there  is  less  punishment. 

Believe  me  very  sincerely  yours, 

John  Moore. 

Lieut.-Col.  Mure, 

Renfrewshire  Militia, 
Musselburgh. 


CCCLIX. 
SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  15th  April,  1805. 

My  dear  Mure, 

I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Militia  Bill ;  but  I  had  heard  most  of  the 
particulars  you  mention  in  your  letter.  The  52nd  is  one  of  the 
regiments  named  to  receive  volunteers  from  the  Renfrew;  and  Sheddon, 
Ferguson,  Lord  Arbuthnot,  and  Captain  Douglas,  are  all  gone  to 
Scotland  to  receive  the  men  who,  from  yours  and  other  regiments, 
may  offer.  I  am  very  anxious  to  get  some  good  Scotchmen.  The 
mixture  is  a  good  one ;  I  am  partial  to  them  as  soldiers,  and  in 
general  they  are  better  educated,  and  consequently  become  better  and 
more  useful  non-commissioned  officers  than  either  the  English  or 
Irish. 

Pitt  had  not  nerves  to  regulate  the  volunteering  as  it  should  have 
been.  The  power  is  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Colonels  and  com- 
manding officers,  many  of  whom,  from  politics  and  other  motives,  will 
throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way.  The  measure  you  propose  is  that 
which  I  believe  will  be  most  generally  adopted.     There  are,  however, 
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some  officers  who  will  leave  the  option  to  the  whole  of  their  regiment.  1805. 
All  who  are  wise  will,  I  think,  encourage  the  speedy  execution  of  a 
measure  which,  however  unpalatable,  cannot  now  be  avoided.  From 
the  accounts  I  have  of  the  Renfrew,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  a 
large  proportion  of  those  left  after  your  selection  of  300.  Though,  I 
hope,  should  some  of  the  300  be  very  anxious  for  fame  in  the  light 
infantry,  you  will  not  oppose  their  wishes. 

This  business  of  Lord  Melville  has  made  a  great  sensation  in  the 
country.  I  cannot  believe  that  he  ever  submitted  to  make  money  or 
to  go  shares  with  the  dishonest.  He  did  not,  however,  err  from 
ignorance.  His  negligence  was  not  such  as  a  man  of  a  very  upright 
mind  would  have  been  guilty  of.  It  was  very  unpardonable.  I  am 
sorry  for  what  has  taken  place;  yet  I  cannot  say  but  it  is  justly 
merited.1 

I  recommended  Sneddon  for  a  lieutenancy  the  day  he  left  this. 
The  two  Renfrew  recruits  are  much  approved  of. 

Believe  me,  and  very  sincerely,  yours, 

John  Moore. 

P.  S I  learn,  by  a  letter  just  received,  that  though  particular 

regiments  of  the  line  will  be  named  and  recommended  to  each  regi- 
ment of  militia,  yet  the  militia  men  are  not  confined  to  those  regiments, 
but  may  declare  for  any  other  they  please,  I  shall,  therefore,  be  much 
obliged  to  you  to  recommend  the  52nd  to  as  many  of  your  friends  as 
you  can.     Have  you  any  influence  with  the  Ayrshire  ? 

1  Sir  John,  it  need  scarcely  be  noted,  was  a  keen  Whig.  His  correspondent  was 
as  zealous  a  member  of  the  opposite  party.  Their  mutual  confidence  in  each  other 
cannot  be  better  evinced  than  by  the  frank  way  in  which  their  differences  of  opinion 
on  such  delicate  points  are  discussed.  Lord  Melville  was  one  of  Colonel  M.'s  most 
valued  friends.     See  Letter  CCCLXXI.  note. 
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CCCLX. 

THE  EARL  OF  MOIRA1  TO  COLOSTEL  MURE. 

Edinburgh,  May  5tb,  1805. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  directions  from  the  Duke  of  York,  to  express  to 
the  Earl  of  Glasgow,  and  to  yourself,  how  sensible  his  Royal  Highness 
is  to  the  zeal  manifested  by  the  mode  in  which  you  have  suffered  the 
volunteering  from  the  Renfrew  regiment  into  the  line  to  be  con- 
ducted. Your  waiving  the  right  of  withholding  half  of  the  regiment 
from  the  invitation,  evinced  a  most  laudable  desire  to  promote  the 
public  service :  and  I  am  sincerely  happy  in  transmitting  a  compli- 
ment so  justly  merited  by  your  procedure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedt.  servt., 

Moira,  General. 
Lieut.-Col.  Mure, 
Renfrew  Militia. 


CCCLXI. 

SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLOXEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  7tli  May,  1805. 
My  dear  Mure, 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  officers  of  the  52nd  the  result  of 
their  efforts  in  Scotland.  I  am  sorry  to  find  from  you  that  they  were 
not  more  successful  with  the  Renfrew ;  but  I  am  equally  obliged  to 
you  for  your  assistance  and  good  wishes.  Upon  such  occasions  men 
will  have  their  own  way ;  and  it  was  not  extraordinary  that  Scotch- 
men should  prefer  their  national  corps.2     I  once  flattered  myself  with 

1  Afterwards  Marquis  of  Hastings,  then  Commander  of  the  forces  in  Scotland. 

2  Viz.  the  Scotch  to  the  English  regiments  of  the  line. 
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the  hope  of  100  from  Scotland;  I  shall  now  be  satisfied  if  the  officers  1805. 
bring  up  sixty  or  seventy. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  let  me  know  if  your  young  friend 
Captain  Blair2  still  wishes  to  be  in  the  52nd.  I  think  I  could  bring 
him  in  at  present ;  but  you  are  aware  that  it  is  in  the  second  battalion. 
Answer  this  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Lord  Melville's  business  engrosses  the  attention  of  people  of  all 
classes.  Administration  has  been  shook  by  it  at  a  time  when  all  its 
energies  were  called  for  to  counteract  the  movements  of  a  very  able 
and  a  very  active  enemy.  If  Bonaparte  has  still  any  thoughts  of 
invasion,  it  will  be  when  we  are  weakened  and  exhausted  by  the  most 
fatal  of  all  others  to  us, — a  colonial  war.  The  Toulon  fleet  certainly 
humbugged  Lord  Nelson.  He  is  at  Alexandria;  and  we  shall  not 
hear  of  them  and  the  friends  who  joined  them  from  Cadiz,  until  they 
have  struck  some  blow. 

Always,  my  dear  Mure, 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 

Lieut.-Col.  Mure, 
Kenfrew  Militia, 
Musselburgh. 


CCCLXII. 

SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  30th  July,  1805. 

My  dear  Mure, 

You  may  assure  Mr.  Burnet  that  every  attention  will  be  paid  to 
his  son.  But  any  recommendation  was  unnecessary,  as  it  was  at  the 
desire  of  his  uncle,  Colonel  Burnet  of  the  14th,  that  I  recommended 
him  for  the  ensigncy.     Colonel  Burnet  is  an  excellent  man,  for  whom 

1  Probably  Captain  Thos.  Hunter  Blair,  Col.  Mure's  brother-in-law  ;    afterwards 
General  Hunter  Blair  of  Dunskey. 

VOL.  II.  3  a 
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1805.  I  have  a  great  regard ;  and  young  Burnet  seems  to  be  a  very  fine 
lad. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  here  whenever  you  find  yourself  so  dis- 
posed. The  volunteers  have  thrown  us  here  into  a  state  of  drill, 
which  will  prevent  brigade  movements  for  this  month  to  come. 

My  second  battalion  is  in  much  want  of  clothing ;  could  you  lend 
me  your  tailors?     They  shall  be  well  taken  care  of,  and  returned 
whenever  you  want  them.     With  best  wishes  to  Major  Campbell *, 
Believe  me,  dear  Mure,  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 

Lieut.-Col.  Mure, 
Renfrew  Militia, 
Margate. 


CCCLXIII. 

"  ALARM  POSTS  OF  THE  TROOPS  ON  THE  ISLE  OF  THANET,  IN  THE  EVENT 
OF  A  REPORT  THAT  THE  ENEMY  ARE  LANDED  OR  PREPARING  TO 
LAND  ON  THE  ISLAND." 


The  Artillery,  at  the  Batteries. 

Detachment  of  the  13th  Light  Dragoons,  on  their  private  parade. 

Royal  Perthshire  Militia  (Light  Company  excepted),  on  their 

private  parade. 
Royal  Perthshire  Light  Company,  at  the  Battery  at  East  Cliff. 
Cinque  Ports  Volunteers,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pier. 

MARGATE. 

Volunteer  Artillery,  at  the  different  Batteries. 
Renfrew  Militia,  at  the  Battery  east  of  the  town. 
Cinque  Ports  Volunteers,  in  front  of  the  Harbour. 
Volunteer  Marksmen,  at  the  Battery  east  of  the  Town. 

1  Of  Blytheswood ;  Major  of  the  Renfrew. 
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PEGWELL   BATTERY.  180J. 

The  party  of  the  Royal  Perthshire  1  To    fight    the    guns   when 
practising  the  gun  exercise  J      necessary. 

BROADSTATRS. 

The  Artillery,  at  the  East  Battery. 

The  Royal  Perthshire  detachment,  at  the  East  Battery. 

Cinque  Ports  Volunteers,  on  the  Terrace. 

ST.  LAWRENCE. 

Capt".  Garratt's  troop,  on  the  road  between  Ramsgate  and  St. 
Lawrence. 

cliff's  end. 

Company  of  Cinque  Ports  Volunteers. 

On  a  report  of  the  enemy  landing  to  the  southward,  the  troops 
are  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning,  but  to  wait 
orders  from  the  Commandant. 

Commanding  officers  of  stations  have  a  latitude,  should  there  be 
an  urgent  necessity  for  the  measure,  to  change  or  remove  the  troops 
from  the  different  rendezvous  above  mentioned  without  previously 
communicating  with  the  Commandant.  The  troops  are  expected  to 
parade  in  light  marching  order,  unless  the  enemy  are  so  near,  and  the 
necessity  of  parading  immediately  so  urgent,  that  there  is  only  time 
for  them  to  stand  to  their  arms  and  gain  their  rendezvous. 

The  Commandant  trusts  that  officers  in  command  of  regiments 
will  only  communicate  such  parts  of  this  general  rendezvous  as  re- 
lates to  the  corps  under  their  command ;  his  intention  (in  publish- 
ing the  whole  for  the  information  of  commanding  officers)  being  to 
prevent  any  mistakes  or  confusion  in  the  event  of  an  alarm  at  night. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sir  S.  Auchmuty. 

J.  H.  Etrington,  M.  B. 

Ramsgate,  9th  August,  1805. 
Lieut.-Colonel  Mctre, 

Commanding  Renfrew  Militia, 
Margate. 

3  A  2 
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CCCLXIV. 
SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  11th  August,  1805. 
My  dear  Mure, 

Your  information  was  so  far  true,  that  I  was  called  away  sud- 
denly on  Sunday ;  but  not  quite  so  far  as  to  town,  and  I  was  back 
on  Monday  to  dinner.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  any  day  that  suits 
you.  We  have  had  a  little  alarm  these  two  days  from  the  state  of 
the  enemy's  preparations  in  the  Texel ;  but  this,  like  others  of  the 
same  kind,  will  gradually  subside. 

Believe  me,  &c. 

John  Moore. 

I  ieut.-Col.  Mure, 

Renfrewshire  Militia, 

Margate. 

CCCLXV. 

SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Sandgate,  26th  August,  1805. 
My  dear  Mure, 

I  have  at  last  got  quit  of  my  Royal  visitors,  and  am  much  jaded. 
Your  tailors  shall  have  a  route  to  halt  at  Deal  or  wherever  else 
is  most  convenient.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  them.  They  have 
enabled  me  to  appear  before  his  Royal  Highness,  and  we  are  now  of 
course  less  pressed. 

If  things  are  quiet  next  week,  I  mean  to  go  to  town  and  Richmond 
for  eight  days  ;  before  or  after  that,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you. 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 
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CCCLXVI. 

PROFESSOR  JARDINE  '  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Glasgow  College,  19th  February,  1806. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Though  I  do  not  know  whether  you  be  at  Edinburgh  or  Caldwell, 
I  have  troubled  you  with  this  letter.  It  contains  nothing  but  my 
anxiety  about  your  interest  in  the  present  novel  situation  of  affairs  in 
this  country.  Those  persons  who  were  once  the  Democrats  among  us, 
are  now  become  the  Ministerial  favourites ;  and  to  my  great  morti- 
fication I  hear  it  whispered,  nay,  circulated  among  them,  that  you  are 
likely  to  lose  your  office2,  and  that  Stirling  of  Drumpellar  is  to 
be  appointed  in  your  place.  I  hope  there  is  no  foundation  for  this 
but  mere  Democratic  hopes  and  wishes.  At  the  same  time,  if  violent 
measures  are  to  be  pursued,  that  change  is  also  not  improbable. 

It  is  altogether  unnecessary  for  me  to  suggest  anything  to  you,  who 
know  your  situation  so  well.  But  ....  you  can  honestly  state,  that 
for  many  years  this  very  office  prevented  you  from  taking  any  part 
in  politics  that  can  possibly  give  offence ;  that  in  your  public  con- 
duct you  have  done  what  you  should  have  thought  your  duty  under 
any  administration ;  and  that,  with  great  personal  and  family  incon- 
venience and  loss,  you  had  stepped  forth  and  offered  your  services  in 
the  defence  of  the  country,  by  accepting  a  principal  command  in  the 
militia,  &c.  &c. 

Suppose  you  lose  the  place,  what  think  you  of  standing  candidate 
for  your  county  at  the  next  election?  There  will  certainly  be  a  change, 
and  I  think  you  are  more  likely  to  be  generally  acceptable  than  any 
other  person.     I  suppose  you  would   be    likely  to  obtain   the    late 

1  See  Note  to  No.  CCCX. 

2  An  office  of  considerable  value,  that  of  Distributor  of  stamps  for  Glasgow  and  the 
western  district  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Mure  retained  it  undisturbed  from  his  first  appoint- 
ment in  1784  until  his  resignation  of  it  in  1825.  Like  other  revenue  offices,  it  was  a 
bar  to  a  seat  in  Parliament  or  to  active  interference  in  election  politics. 
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1806.  opposition  interest,  providing  Sir  John's  nephew1  did  not  chuse  to 
stand ;  and  that,  with  the  other  interests  that  would  join  you,  might 
settle  the  point  without  trouble.  Such  a  step  as  tins  no  doubt  would 
require  mature  deliberation,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  suit 
your  taste.  If  it  could  be  easily  obtained,  and  did  not  occasion  much 
expense  for  two  or  three  months  in  the  spring,  I  think  it  might  be  so 
managed  as  to  promote  the  interest  of  your  family.  So  much  from 
an  old  dashing  philosopher  !  This  is  a  subject  only  for  ourselves. 
Mrs.  Jardine  joins  me  in  best  compliments,  and  I  ever  am, 
My  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

Geo.  Jardine. 

CCCLXVII. 
SIR  JOHN  MOORE  TO  MR.  MURE. 

Canterbury,  28th  March,  1806. 
My  dear  Mure, 

I  have  had  letters  both  from  Mr.  William  Bogle  and  Mr.  Elliot 
upon  the  subject  you  mention.  I  had  an  opportunity,  when  the 
second  battalion  was  first  added  to  my  regiment,  to  bring  in  some 
officers  from  other  corps,  without  injustice  to  individuals,  and  with 
advantage  to  the  regiment.  But  that  door  has  long  been  shut ;  and 
now,  when  vacancies  offer,  you  may  be  sure  it  is  my  inclination,  as 
well  as  my  duty,  to  prefer  the  officers  bred  in  the  regiment  to  those  of 
other  corps  ;  who  would  come  far  less  well  instructed.  I  have  there- 
fore been  obliged  to  write  to  Mr.  Bogle  and  Mr.  Elliot,  that  it  was 
quite  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with  their  wish. 

When  I  heard  of  poor  Maxwell's  death,  I  immediately  concluded 
he  had  put  an  end  to  himself.  Had  he  continued  in  the  army,  and 
never  resided  at  Williamwood,  he  might  have  been  a  happy  and 
a  valuable  man.  For  he  had  a  good  understanding  and  excellent 
heart,  added  to   other    sterling    qualities.      I  shall    not  forget    his 

1  Probably  Mr.  Stewart  Nicholson,  afterwards  (on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Sir  John 
Shaw  Stewart,  here  alluded  to)  Sir  Michael  Shaw  Stewart  of  Ardgowan. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  WILLIAM  MURE,  ESQ.  373 

friend  Mr.  Tod.     But  I  have   asked  so  many  ensigncies  of  late,  that  1808. 
I  must  stop  a  little. 

There  is  a  chance  of  my  going  with  the  command  to  India. 
I  wish  it ;  for  I  am  tired  of  the  trifling  details  of  a  home-command. 
But  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way,  which  another  man  might 
remove ;  but  I  am  a  bad  intriguer.  The  principal  objection  stated 
is  flattering:  that  they  do  not  wish  me  to  leave  Europe.  It  will  be 
decided  soon.     In  the  mean  time  you  may  appear  ignorant. 

Believe  me,  &c,  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 

William  Mure,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 

cccLxvm. 

THE   SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Yarmouth,  6th  May,  1808. 

My  dear  Mure, 

I  left  the  Downs  on  the  3rd,  and  arrived  here  this  morning,  where 
I  found  your  letter. 

Every  arrangement  is  made,  and,  you  may  be  sure,  a  commanding 
engineer  appointed.     It  is,  therefore,  out  of  my  power  to  attend  to 

your  recommendation.     I  know  Captain -1     He  was  offered  to  me 

amongst  others.  But,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  between  ourselves,  he 
would  have  stood  a  better  chance  of  being  selected  had  he  not  written 
a  book  ;  which  shows  more  vanity  and  less  judgement  than  I  thought 
he  had. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  taken  your  friend  Blair2,  but  I 
had  so  many  calls  upon  me  I  could  not  do  it.  We  shall  proceed  on 
our  voyage  to-morrow  or  next  day.     God  bless  you, 

And  believe  me  always,  sincerely, 

John  Moore. 

1  Afterwards,  in  spite  of  his  book,  a  highly  distinguished  officer  in  his  own  branch 
of  service. 

s  Afterwards  General  Hunter  Blair  of  Dunskey,  Col.  Mure's  brother-in-law.  He 
was  on  the  staff  of  Sir  John  Hope  (Lord  Hopetoun)  at  the  battle  of  Corunna,  and 
assisted  at  Sir  John  Moore's  funeral. 
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CCCLXIX. 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  BUTE  TO  COLONEL  MURE.1 

Mountstuart,  12tli  June,  1808. 
My  dear  Mure, 

We  came  here  with  so  little  notice,  it  was  impossible  to  make  the 
necessary  provision  for  our  reception ;  in  consequence  of  which  they 
have  just  informed  me  that,  if  I  should  remain  much  longer,  there 
would  neither  be  a  supply  of  beef  or  mutton  fit  for  the  table.  As  the 
present  fine  weather  by  no  means  inclines  me  to  think  of  leaving  the 
island,  I  beg,  in  the  above  dilemma,  to  have  recourse  to  your  kindness. 
Perhaps  you  might  have  it  in  your  power  to  spare  both  sheep  and 
beeves,  for  immediate  consumption,  from  your  own  stock  or  by  means 
of  some  of  your  friends.     Pray  take  us  under  your  protection  ! 

Possibly  also  you  would  render  me  another  most  essential  service. 
I  am  now  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  riding,  not  having  a  horse 
belonging  to  me  that  does  not  either  stumble,  start,  or  run  away. 
Could  you  not  by  chance  pick  up  a  safe  beast  —  safe,  at  least,  as  to 
the  said  excellent  qualities  ?  in  short,  an  old  man's  hack ;  and  as  to 
the  rest,  figure  and  so  forth,  I  care  not.  I  commit  myself  to  your 
friendly  aid,  and  will  not  affront  you  by  a  compliment,  being 

Sincerely  yours, 

Bute. 
William  Muee,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 

1  This  letter,  by  the  same  hand  as  another  of  forty-three  years'  earlier  date  in  the 
previous  text,  strikingly  illustrates  the  progress  which  the  Isle  of  Bute,  with  the 
west  coast  of  Scotland  generally,  has  made  in  civilisation  during  the  last  half-century ; 
or,  rather,  the  backward  condition  in  which  it  was  five-and-forty  years  ago. 
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CCCLXX.  1809. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLOXEL  GRAHAM  OF  BALGOWAN 
(afterwards  LORD  LYNDOCH)  TO  R.  GRAHAM,  ESQ. 

On  Board  the  Audacious,  22nd  January,  1809. 

I  had  not  time  to  write  from  Corunna.  Hope's  report  to  Sir 
David  Baird  will  have  informed  you  of  what  happened  on  the  16th. 

But  for  the  loss  of  the  most  perfect  soldier  and  gentleman  I  ever 
knew,  it  was  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  enemy  made  the 
attack.  It  was  what  he  (Sir  John  Moore)  earnestly  wished.  I  never 
saw  him  in  such  spirits  as  when  their  columns  were  advancing,  and 
that  it  was  evident  the  attack  was  to  be  a  serious  one.  He  only 
regretted  that  there  would  not  be  daylight  enough  to  profit  much  by 
the  advantages  he  anticipated  as  certain.  His  features  were  so  little 
affected  by  the  pain  of  a  wound  which  broke  the  upper  ribs  and 
almost  tore  off  the  left  arm,  that  I  could  hardly  believe  he  was  struck, 
till  I  got  off  my  horse  to  help  to  lift  him  against  a  bank,  and  saw  with 
horror  the  state  of  the  wound,  which  was  evidently  mortal.  He  lived, 
however,  about  two  hours,  was  carried  back  to  Corunna  in  a  blanket 
(near  three  miles),  and  spoke  to  Colonel  Anderson  with  perfect  recol- 
lection about  different  things,  particularly  inquiring  about  the  result 
of  the  action,  and  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  having  beaten  the 
French.  He  asked  after  me  and  all  his  aides-de-camp  by  name,  said 
that  Anderson  knew  that  was  the  kind  of  death  he  wished  for,  sent 
messages  to  his  family  and  friends  in  England,  and  hoped  his  country 
would  be  satisfied  with  his  conduct.  In  short,  his  death,  like  his  life, 
was  most  exemplary,  bespeaking  that  consciousness  of  rectitude,  and 
invincible  firmness  of  mind,  which  characterised  him  on  every  oc- 
casion. 

I  have  since  reproached  myself  a  good  deal  for  not  having  remained 
with  him ;  but  the  case  seemed  desperate,  it  was  of  much  con- 
sequence to  inform  Hope  that  the  command  had  devolved  on  him,  and 
VOL.  II.  3  B 
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1810.  I  left  him  in  the  hands  of  others.     I  was  surprised  to  hear  after  the 
action  that  he  was  still  alive. 

The  enemy  did  not  expect  to  meet  such  a  resistance.  Their 
attack  was  impetuous,  entirely  directed  against  one  point  —  our  right 
— in  the  first  instance ;  and  was  in  fact  defeated  by  Lord  William 
Bentick's  brigade,  with  the  left  of  which  Sir  John  remained,  speaking 
to  the  42nd,  and  reminding  them  of  what  they  had  done  on  former 
occasions.  While  it  lasted,  the  fire  was  extremely  hot.  The  enemy 
had  great  advantage  in  artillery,  as  most  of  ours  was  embarked. 
Theirs  entirely  commanded  the  right  of  our  bad  but  necessary  po- 
sition ;  and  it  was  admirably  well  served.  With  some  hours  of  day- 
light, I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  complete  victory  would  have  been 
gained ;  as  Paget's  brigade  had  nearly  turned  their  left,  and  might 
have  been  supported  by  Fraser's,  not  at  all  engaged.  Our  left  was 
so  strong  as  to  be  not  at  all  attackable ;  and,  therefore,  many  men 
might  have  been  drawn  from  it  in  the  advance.  The  whole  of  the 
enemy's  position  was  strong ;  but  their  left  the  least  so. 

(Signed)  T.  Graham. 

CCCLXXI. 
VISCOUNT  MELVILLE  TO  MRS.  MURE.1 

Duneira,  15th  May  [1810]. 
My  dear  Mrs.  Mure, 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter,  and  lose  not  a  moment 
to  express  the  sense  Lady  Melville  and  myself  entertain  of  your  kind 
attention.  I  am  very  anxious  to  establish  pheasants  here ;  the  more 
so,  as  last  year  I  had  almost  completely  accomplished  it,  if  an  abo- 
minable polecat  had  not,  in  some  way  not  discovered,  got  into  the 
pheasant-house,  and  in  one  night  destroyed  the  whole  that  were  ready 
to  be  turned  out.  I  am  determined,  however,  not  to  be  discomfited 
by  a  polecat,  after  having,  in  the  course  of  my  life,  got  the  better  of 

1  There  are  other  letters  from  Lord  M.  in  Mr.  Mure's  repositories.  But  they 
relate  merely  to  details  of  uninteresting  business. 
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so  many  other  mischievous  vermin.     I  therefore  don't  wish  to  run  any  isn. 
risk  with  the  depot  of  eggs  which  you  have  provided  for  me,  and  will 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  desire  your  gamekeeper  to  find 
some  careful  person  whom  he  can  trust  to  bring  the  eggs  in  his  hand.1 

May  I  ask  you  (if  it  is  not  encroaching  too  much  on  your  good- 
ness) if  your  gamekeeper  could  also  provide  me  with  a  cock  and  two 
or  three  hens,  either  for  turning  out  in  the  autumn  to  take  their 
chance,  or  to  keep  as  part  of  my  breeding-stock  ?  I  am  determined  to 
try  every  mode  till  I  succeed  in  gaining  my  object. 

What  line  of  life  do  you  and  Mr.  Mure  propose  for  the  young  man 
just  gone  to  school  ?    What  age  is  he  ?     Believe  me,  dear  Mrs.  Mure, 

Sincerely  and  affectionately, 

Melville. 


CCCLXXII. 

PROFESSOR  JARDINE  TO  COLONEL  MURE. 

Glasgow  College,  26th  Nov.  1811. 
My  dear  Sir, 

What  became  of  you  on  our  great  Admission  day2?  When  I  saw 
you,  I  knew  that  you  were  one  of  the  company  invited  to  dine  with 
Lord  Archibald,  &c. ;  but  as  you  said  nothing  about  it,  I  thought 
there  might  have  been  some  mistake.  The  Principal  afterwards 
informed  me  that  he  sent  the  invitation  in  due  time ;  and  I  well  ex- 
pected you  on  Friday  at  dinner. 

We  had  a  grand  day  of  it.  Lord  Archibald  made  a  very  good  and 
able  speech  at  his  admission,  but  delivered  some  parts  of  it  with  great 
hesitation  ;  so  that  the  only  two  persons  that  ever  tried  it,  viz.  Burke 
and  he3,  both  failed.     It  would  appear  that  there  is  something  in  our 

1  Pheasants  were  comparatively  rare  at  this  time  in  Scotland. 
-  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton's  inauguration  as  Lord  Rector  of  Glasgow  University. 
3  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  now  invariable  custom  of  the  new  Lord 
Rector  delivering  an  inaugural  address  was  not  yet  established. 

3  b  2 
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1816.  atmosphere,  or  in  our  audience,  which  disturbs  the  eloquence  even  of 
great  people.  The  Marquis,  Lord  Dunniore,  and  Lord  Webb  Sey- 
mour accompanied  him.  They  left  us  about  eight  o'clock.  I  wish 
you  had  been  with  us  ;  I  think  you  would  have  been  entertained. 

Have  you  heard  of  the  blunder,  or  rather  the  vehemence,  of 

the  first  day  of  the  meeting?  There  was  a  cause  before  him,  of  Con- 
stable the  bookseller,  somewhat  indeed  against  Constable.  He  had 
sold  an  edition  of  a  new  book  to  the  London  booksellers,  with  the 
reserve  of  fifty  copies,  which  he  was  to  sell  in  Edinburgh ;  with  a 
view,  no  doubt,  to  keeping  them  out  of  the  London  market.  He  did 
sell  them  in  Edinburgh,  but  to  a  brother  of  the  trade,  who  sent  them 
all  to  London  and  sold  them  there  before  the  rest  of  the  edition 

arrived.     This called  a  swindling  trick,  and  said  that  in  another 

court  he  had  sent  many  persons  to  Botany  Bay  for  less.  The  rash 
expression  was  taken  up  by  Constable's  counsel,  Clarke  and  Jeffrey. 
The  court  was  hushed  ;  and  the  words  were  taken  down.  It  is  added 
that  the  counsel  have  since  written  a  letter,  in  which  they  require  that 
some  apology  should  be  made  to  Constable.  This  is  the  story  here 
to-day  ;  but  I  will  not  vouch  for  it  in  the  above  terms.  But  you  will 
probably  have  heard  a  more  correct  version  of  it.  Mrs.  Jardine  joins 
me  in  best  compliments ;  and  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  yours  faith- 
fully and  affectionately, 

Geo.  Jardine. 


ccclxxlh. 
professor  jardine  to  colonel  mure. 

Hallside1,  10th  July,  1816. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  thought  once  of  writing  directly  to  your  son  on  the  subject 
you  mentioned.  But  I  am  so  little  acquainted  with  him  that  I  write 
with  more  freedom  to  you. 


1  Mr.  Jardine's  country  seat  in  Lanarkshire, 
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It  is  not  much  he  can  "expect  from  this  quarter,  but  the  fruit  only  1816. 
of  a   little   experience,  which    is   sometimes   overlooked  in  general 
systems  of  education.     I  can  also  say  that  I  write  for  your  son  con 
amove. 

The  result  of  his  classical  studies  should  be  to  extend  his  power 
of  reading  those  authors  for  the  matter  and  substance  even  more  than 
the  language.  Your  son  is  not  to  be  a  professor  of  Greek  or  Latin, 
and  must  not  allow  a  minute  and  critical  knowledge  of  those  languages 
to  retard  a  general  and  ready  use  of  them.  He  should  every  day  read 
a  portion  of  the  authors  which  he  has  not  yet  had  time  to  overtake  ; 
till,  in  due  time,  he  has  gone  the  whole  round,  and  can  take  up  a 
Greek  or  Latin  book,  not  for  the  language  only,  but  the  subject.  His 
object  must  be  to  acquire  the  power  of  reading  those  languages  easily. 
For,  if  facility  is  not  now  got,  it  never  will  be,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
Greek  will  be  abandoned.  But,  if  a  competent  readiness  is  once  got, 
he  is  likely  to  continue  the  exercise,  and  to  make  a  proper  use  of  it  as 
a  vehicle  of  instruction. 

As  to  the  prosecution  of  the  study  of  mathematics, — that  in  some 
measure  must  depend  on  his  taste.  If  he  finds  it  an  exercise  of 
pleasure,  he  should  proceed  regularly  in  the  order  of  science  and 
make  advances.  But,  without  feeling  the  impulse  of  taste  or  the  am- 
bition of  high  improvement,  I  do  not  think  he  will  find  time,  amidst 
so  many  other  occupations,  to  make  much  more  of  his  geometry. 

The  views  which  I  have  of  the  objects  of  your  son's  studies  are 
History,  Law,  Politics,  Eloquence,  all  of  which  are  connected  with  the 
public  and  private  business  of  life.  To  these  he  must  now  bend  his 
chief  force,  and,  by  means  of  them,  to  the  great  instruments  of  im- 
provement and  success, — the  habits  of  orderly  thinking,  speaking, 
writing.  These  habits  hang  one  upon  another.  No  person  can  write 
or  speak  well  unless  he  can  regulate  and  direct  his  thoughts. 

The  most  decided  object  that  I  can  propose  to  him  now  is  the 
study  of  the  Political  History  of  Great  Britain ;  to  which  the  study 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  in  Gibbon's  works  or  in  others,  should  serve  as 
an  introduction.     I  should  have  him  to  begin  this  great  work  ab  ovo  : 
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1821.  from  the  principles  of  human  nature  which  first  brought  men  together 
in  society ;  the  origin  of  supreme  power ;  the  simple  forms  it  as- 
sumed; the  division  of  it  into  three  branches, — their  conjunctions, 
separations,  and  collisions ;  the  trains  of  events,  regular  or  accidental, 
which  operated  on  them.  In  short,  he  must  watch  the  materials, 
beginnings,  additions,  progress  of  this  mighty  superstructure  in 
Britain,  to  its  present  state.  With  this  view,  he  must  not  expect  I 
can  direct  him  to  any  one  book.  He  must  carry  in  his  own  mind  his 
object,  and  make  use  of  such  helps  and  expedients  as  he  may  find 
fittest  for  his  purpose.  He  must  have  many  books  beside  him :  our 
chief  early  histories  ;  our  best  histories  of  every  period.  He  must 
remember  that  he  is  not  a  mere  reader,  but  a  searcher,  comparer,  and 
combiner,  from  all  of  them,  of  what  will  carry  him  forward. 

In  following  such  a  plan,  he  must  engage  with  various,  opposite, 
contradictory  opinions.  He  should  accustom  himself  with  due  pre- 
paration to  judge  for  himself ;  such  judgment  always  implying  cau- 
tion, circumspection,  deference  to  the  opinion  of  others 

With  my  affectionate  respects  to  Mrs.  Mure  and  the  family, 

I  am,  ever,  yours  faithfully, 
Geo.  Jardine. 
William  Mure,  Esq., 
Caldwell. 

CCCLXXIV. 

JAMES  MURE,  ESQ.1,  TO  PROFESSOR  JARDINE. 

Great  George  Street,  April  8th,  1821. 
My  dear  Mr.  Jardine, 

When  I  failed  some  years  ago  in  persuading  you  to  accompany 
me  in  a  trip  to  Paris,  one  great  pleasure  I  had  anticipated  in  the 
prospect  of  our  going  together  was  discussing  with  you  the  theme 
of  our  former  residence  there,  brushing  up  old  and,  perhaps, 
in   some    instances    obliterated,    recollections,    and   availing   myself 

1  See  Introductory  Mem.  pp.  43,  44.,  and  supra,  pp.  275.  note,  278.  note. 
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of  your  better  judgment  and  more  matured  observation  in  making  1S21. 
a  comparison  of  things  as  they  then  were  and  as  they  now  exist. 
This  pleasure,  I  can  assure  you,  I  missed  daily  during  my  late 
thirty  days'  residence  in  the  French  metropolis.  But  before  I  had  got 
through  one  week  of  my  daily  disappointments,  I  had  determined  in 
my  own  mind  that  I  would  not  let  you  off  quite  so  easily ;  and  that,  if 
I  could  not  refer  to  you  in  person,  you  should  at  least  have  in  writing 
such  observations  as  I  would  have  made  to  you  had  we  daily  met. 

I  must  begin  by  telling  you  that  I  was  myself  surprised  with  my 
own  recollection  :  and,  considering  that  it  is  now  within  a  few  months 
of  forty-eight  years  since  we  left  Paris,  and  that  I  was  not  then 
thirteen,  nothing  can  give  a  stronger  proof  of  the  force  of  early  im- 
pressions than  the  familiarity  I  felt  with  the  scenery  in  those  places 
which  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  frequenting ;  with  the  Thuilleries, 
the  Luxembourg,  the  Nouveaux  Boulevards,  the  Quays,  the  streets 
about  the  Rue  de  Sevres  and  the  Croix  Rouge.  In  all  these,  had  you 
put  me  down  in  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow,  I  should 
not  have  felt  more  at  home,  or  recognised  more  objects  of  my  former 
acquaintance. 

In  the  local,  Paris  is  certainly  less  altered  in  the  same  length  of 
time  than  any  town  I  am  acquainted  with.  Its  additional  buildings 
have  extended,  to  the  north-west,  beyond  the  boulevard  which  leads 
in  the  direction  from  the  Place  de  Louis  Quinze  towards  the  Porte  St. 
Denis.  The  hotel  where  my  son  lived,  and  where  I  spent  the  month 
I  was  at  Paris,  is  in  the  Rue  St.  Honore,  a  little  to  the  westward  of 
the  street  which  leads  into  the  Place  Vendome,  and  which  I  ap- 
prehend it  did  in  our  time.  Opposite  to  that  street,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Place  Vendome,  a  new  street  has  been  made  leading  up  to  the 
boulevard,  called  the  Rue  de  la  Paix.  It  is  about  the  length  of  that 
street  in  Glasgow  which  turns  up  by  the  Black  Bull.  It  has  a  trottoir 
on  both  sides,  only  paved  with  common  paving-stones,  and  is  almost 
entirely  occupied  by  English.  In  the  centre  of  the  Place  Vendome, 
instead  of  the  statue  of  Louis  XV.  there  in  our  time,  Buonaparte 
placed  a  model  in  copper  of  Trajan's  column  at  Rome ;  substituting 


382  CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  OF  WILLIAM  MURE,  ESQ. 

1821.  modern  military  ornaments  and  his  victories  in  the  basso-relievo, 
instead  of  those  of  the  Romans.  His  statue  had  been  placed  upon  the 
top  of  it;  but  it  was  taken  down  in  1815,  and  something  resembling  a 
large  thimble  substituted.  I  suppose  I  should  at  Rome  admire  Trajan's 
column,  surrounded  with  the  prestige  of  antiquity :  but  I  certainly 
thought  nothing  of  its  model,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  Allies  did 
right  in  suffering  it  to  remain  ;  not  from  its  merit  as  a  work  of  art, 
but  as  a  mean  emblem  of  the  great  Emperor's  power.  This,  with  a 
very  trumpery  triumphal  arch  in  the  Place  Carousel,  with  two  bridges, 
—  that  of  Jena,  near  the  Isles  des  Cignes,  and-  that  of  Austerlitz, 
joining  the  Boulevards  at  the  east  end  of  Paris, — are  the  only  finished 
works  of  Buonaparte  ;  and,  with  the  Salle  des  Deputes,  a  building  in 
very  bad  taste,  consisting  of  one  immense  pediment  blocking  the  joli 
Palais  de  Bourbon,  and  forming  the  termination  of  a  bridge  erected 
since  ours,  but  I  believe  before  Buonaparte's  time,  from  the  Place  de 
Louis  XV.,  form  all  the  public  buildings  that  are  finished  which  were 
not  in  existence  when  we  were  in  France.  I  must,  however,  except 
Theatres,  Casernes,  and  Corps  de  Garde,  none  of  which  as  buildings 
deserve  attention,  though  they  must  excite  a  good  deal  from  their 
frequent  recurrence  as  the  multiplied  means  of  diverting  and  restrain- 
ing a  populace  who,  however  much  they  have  suffered  by  it,  cannot 
help  remembering  that  for  once  they  have  had  their  own  way. 

In  discussing  the  improvements  of  Paris,  I  must  not  forget  that  the 
north  wall,  which  formed  the  boundary  on  that  side  of  the  garden  of  the 
Thuilleries,  has  been  replaced  by  a  handsome  iron  railing,  and  that  a 
fine  street  (the  Rue  de  Rivoli)  has  been  built  thro  the  gardens  of  the 
Feuillans  and  Capucins,  become  national  property,  the  whole  length 
of  the  Thuilleries;  the  houses  looking  across  the  street  into  the 
gardens.  When  I  say  built,  I  mean  only  the  masonwork  and  roof; 
for,  although  this  has  been  so  far  completed  for  some  years,  only  four 
of  the  houses  are  finished  and  inhabited ;  the  rest  remaining  mere 
shells.  One  of  the  four  is  an  hotel  much  coveted  by  the  English,  and 
I  wonder  that  the  high  rents  they  pay  have  not  occasioned  the  finish- 
ing of  some  of  the  other  houses.     This  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  want 
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of  capital.     The  street  I  apprehend  to  be  a  government  concern,  as,  1821- 
amongst  the  votes  of  money,  I  observed  the  other  day  a  sum  of  100,000 
francs  for  completing  the  hotel  of  Rivoli. 

The  facade  of  the  Place  Louis  XV.,  as  -we  remember  the  shell  of  it, 
has  been  finished.  It  is,  to  my  taste,  the  prettiest  thing  in  Paris.  The 
division  to  the  east  of  the  Rue  Royale  is  the  Bureau  de  Marine,  and 
that  to  the  west  is  occupied  in  floors  by  different  families  to  whom 
they  are  sold  or  let.  One,  au  premier,  at  the  corner  of  the  Rue 
Royale,  has  been  taken  by  an  old  English  friend  of  mine  for  three, 
six,  or  nine  years,  and  beautifully  fitted  up  by  the  taste  of  his  wife. 
It  is,  without  exception,  the  prettiest  thing  of  the  kind  in  Paris.  To  the 
left,  they  look  all  over  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries  as  far  as  the 
Palace ;  on  the  right,  to  Les  Champs  Elisees ;  and  in  front  the  pedi- 
ment of  the  Salle  des  Deputes  is  surmounted  by  the  dome  of  the 
Invalids :  so  that  a  person  with  no  very  distinct  vision  (like  my  own) 
might  imagine  them  in  one  building.  Yet,  with  this  beautiful  prospect, 
and  a  beautiful  day  to  look  at  it,  I  could  only  think  of  the  melancholy 
distresses  of  Louis  Seize  and  the  unfortunate  Marie  Antoinette,  which 
every  surrounding  object  brought  to  mind.  At  the  foot  of  the  build- 
ing where  I  was,  hundreds  of  persons  had  been  trampled  to  death  in 
pressing  to  see  the  rejoicings  at  their  marriage.  The  only  large  trees 
I  saw  were  those  planted  along  the  Cours  de  la  Reine  the  night 
before  their  first  entry  into  Paris.  These  trees  appear  to  me  to  have 
stood  still  ever  since ;  but  they  still  preserve  their  ascendancy  over 
those  in  the  Champs  Elisees,  which  have  also  not  made  the  progress 
they  ought  in  the  last  fifty  years.  Looking  towards  the  Palace,  I 
thought  I  saw  the  whole  family  leaving  it  for  the  last  time,  witnessing 
the  massacre  and  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  their  few  remaining 
faithful  attendants.  Then  in  front  you  looked,  in  the  centre  of  the 
area  before  you,  to  the  spot  where  the  unoffending  Louis  paid  the 
forfeit  of  his  life,  'midst  the  yells  and  savage  howlings  of  his  subjects, 
not  then  half  glutted  with  blood.  These  recollections  naturally  must 
occur  to  every  foreigner  who  had  in  other  times  been  conversant  with 
the  scenery ;  but  I  doubt  whether  to  99  Frenchmen  out  of  a  hundred 
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1821.  they  ever  present  themselves,  or  at  least  occasion  any  painful  impres- 
sion. How  otherwise  could  they  wish  Louis  XVIII.  or  the  Duchess 
D'Angouleme  to  make  the  Thuilleries  their  sole  habitation,  where 
every  morning's  dawn  must  be  ushered  in  with  such  dismal  re- 
flections ! 

To  return  to  the  improvements  of  Paris,  much  of  the  streets  and 
buildings  between  the  Carousel  and  the  Vieux  Louvre  has  been 
pulled  down  ;  the  plan  having  been  to  clear  this  space  altogether,  and 
to  join  the  north  end  of  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries  with  the  old 
Louvre  by  a  building  corresponding  with  the  gallery  of  the  Nouveau 
Louvre. 

About  a  fourth  of  this  projected  side  has  been  built,  with  an  arch 
through  which  you  pass  into  the  Carousel,  nearly  opposite  to  a  cor- 
responding arch  in  the  Nouveau  Louvre.  Many  houses  and  portions 
of  streets,  however,  still  remain ;  and  the  improvements  seem  at  a  stand- 
still. The  Yieux  Louvre,  as  far  as  relates  to  inside  work,  is  still  un- 
finished, and  will  probably  remain  so  for  some  more  centuries. 
Buonaparte  brushed  it  up,  and  finished  the  masonry  part.  My  re- 
collection is  not  very  perfect  about  it ;  but  I  remember  that  it  was  a 
quadrangle,  and  the  building  in  Paris  most  admired  for  its  architec- 
ture. I  asked  an  old  Frenchman  what  Buonaparte  had  done  to  it. 
His  answer  was :  "  Monsieur,  il  l'a  grate,  and  a  persuade  aux  badaux 
que  c'est  lui  qui  l'a  bati."  Effectively  my  son  Alexr.,  who  has  spent 
two  winters  in  Paris,  was  of  this  belief  with  respect  to  three  of  its 
sides :  and,  having  undertaken  to  be  my  conductor,  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  I  could  persuade  him  that  I  remembered  its  four  sides ;  nor  would 
he  be  convinced  until  we  referred  to  the  Frenchman  of  the  siecle  de  Louis 
Quince,  a  thing  not  every  day  to  be  met  with  in  Paris.  The  gallery 
of  the  Nouveau  Louvre  has,  of  course,  lost  many  of  its  attractions  since 
1815;  but  the  lower  part  still  possesses  some  fine  statues.  In  the 
upper  there  are  not  many  fine  pictures  but  such  as  existed  in  the 
Royal  and  other  collections  before  the  Revolution.  They  have  brought 
the  Reubenses  from  the  gallery  of  the  Luxembourg  to  a  worse  light, 
and  to  be  confounded  with  an  immense  collection  of  other  pictures 
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brought  from  other  palaces  where  they  had  better  have  remained.  1821. 
On  entering  on  the  right  are  all  Le  Sueur's  pictures  of  the  life  of 
St.  Bruno.  We  had  no  catalogue,  and  Alexr.,  my  conductor,  shewed 
them  to  me.  "  These,"  I  immediately  said,  "  I  have  seen  in  the  Convent 
of  the  Chartreux ;  they  are  in  fresco."  Here  my  conductor  and  I  were 
again  at  variance ;  and  he  seemed  to  have  got  the  better  of  me  by 
making  me  observe  the  wrinkles  in  the  canvas.  Still  I  was  not  con- 
vinced ;  and  a  few  days  after,  on  applying  to  my  old  Frenchman,  he 
told  me  I  was  perfectly  right,  but  that  the  rage  of  innovation,  having 
discovered  a  mode  of  removing  fresco  paintings  upon  canvas,  had 
applied  it  to  the  removal  of  Le  Sueur's  paintings,  first  to  the  garrets 
of  the  Luxembourg,  and  then  to  the  gallery  in  the  Louvre,  tho' 
they  had  suffered  much  in  these  unnecessary  changes.  I  say  un- 
necessary, because  the  Chartreux,  and  most  of  the  other  convents  to 
the  south  of  the  Seine,  remain  unoccupied,  and  might  as  well  have 
preserved  their  old  inhabitants,  as  harmless  to  the  full  as  the  rats 
and  jackdaws  who  have  succeeded  to  the  possession. 

Foreigners  are  admitted  to  the  Louvre  on  producing  their  passports 
(the  only  remaining  civility  shewn  them  of  the  many  they  met  with 
during  the  old  regime).  We  went  there  on  a  day  in  which  it  was  open 
to  all  the  world.  It  luckily  was  a  rainy  day ;  so  we  were  not  much  in- 
convenienced by  the  crowd :  but  in  fine  weather  I  am  told  it  is  so  full  of 
people  of  all  descriptions,  that  a  real  amateur  has  no  chance  of  finding 
the  best  place,  or  of  being  allowed  to  stand  for  a  minute  to  examine 
any  picture.  I  experienced  this  on  going  to  visit  Le  Jardin  des  Plantes. 
The  Museum  there  is  thrown  open  at  three  o'clock  every  day ;  and 
our  passports  would  not  procure  us  admittance  before.  The  collec- 
tion is  said  to  be  a  fine  one  and  well  arranged :  the  rooms,  too,  are 
large ;  but  were  soon  so  crowded  with  dirty  people,  common  soldiers, 
beggars,  and  labourers  just  off  their  work,  that  you  could  neither 
examine  any  of  the  curiosities,  nor  feel  comfortable  as  to  the  contact 
you  of  necessity  came  into  at  every  step  with  filth  and  dirt.  I  cannot 
conceive  the  propriety  of  opening  collections  connected  with  taste  and 
science  to  the  daily  inspection  of  persons,  nine-tenths  of  whom  can 
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neither  write  nor  read.  It  encourages  idleness,  and  frustrates  any  utility 
to  be  derived  from  such  institutions.  These  establishments  are  all  kept 
up  at  the  public  expense.  There  would,  therefore,  be  no  hardship  in 
exacting  a  small  sum  at  the  door,  to  save  the  burden  to  the  public, 
and  to  exclude  those  who  from  their  situations  can  reap  neither 
instruction  nor  benefit  from  them. 

Indeed,  I  observed  that  where  there  existed  a  possibility  of  the 
lower  classes  deriving  advantage  from  such  sights  they  abstained 
from  them.  In  the  Conservatoire  Royal  des  Arts  et  Metiers  there 
is  formed,  in  an  immense  old  convent  belonging  to  the  Benedictines, 
a  collection  of  models  of  all  the  machines  ever  brought  into  use  in 
France  or  in  foreign  countries,  or  that  ever  entered  into  the  concep- 
tion of  a  Frenchman  as  likely  to  facilitate  art.  There  are  also  ex- 
posed specimens  of  every  species  of  manufacture.  The  Shepherd, 
the  Husbandman,  the  Mason,  the  Carpenter,  the  Weaver,  the  Sailor, 
the  Smith,  and  every  other  handicraftsman  may  find  there  the  imple- 
ments of  their  different  employments,  and  (when  they  can  con- 
veniently be  preserved)  the  result  of  their  occupation.  Well,  I 
paraded  this  singular  collection  without  meeting  a  soul ;  found  but 
one  man  in  all  the  different  salles  where  the  things  are  appropriately 
classed,  who  would  lead  me  through  this  labyrinth  of  curiosities.  It 
was  the  Salle  D' Agriculture,  which  having  gone  through,  and  taken 
my  2  francs,  though  you  are  ordered  not  to  give  anything,  he  told 
me  his  department  was  at  an  end  and  I  must  look  for  another  con- 
ductor ;  but  no  such  person  presented  himself,  and  we  wandered 
through  the  rest  by  ourselves.  The  institution  is  said  to  be  of  little 
use ;  no  one  ever  applies  for  models.  This  large  collection  occupies 
but  a  portion  of  the  old  convent.  It  has  got  their  church,  their 
refectoire,  their  library,  and  several  others  of  their  offices.  But  the 
cloisters,  the  cells  of  the  monks,  and  a  large  garden,  remain  unappro- 
priated. All  this  waste  ground  is  in  the  midst  of  the  best  inhabited 
part  of  Paris,  in  the  Rue  St.  Martin. 

The  "  Monuments  des  Antiquites  de  la  France,"  that  is,  the  plunder 
of  the  different  churches  which  was  not  valuable  or  convertible  into 
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bullets,  had  been  stored  in  the  Couvent  des  Augustins,  not  far  from  1821- 
the  College  des  Quatre-Nations.  I  was  told  that  the  statue  of  the 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  which  you  must  remember  at  the  Sorbonne, 
was  there,  and  which  had  struck  me  more  than  any  statue  I  ever  saw. 
I  therefore  made  this  place  the  first  object  of  one  of  our  morning 
courses.  On  arriving,  an  uncivil  fellow  told  me  that  there  were  no 
monuments  there.  "Que  sont-ils  devenus?"  "Que  sais-je?  a  St. 
Denis,  ou  partout  ailleurs  qu'ici."  "  Et  la  statue  du  Cardinal  de 
Richelieu,  n'est-elle  point  ici?"  "  Oui."  "  Je  pourrai  done  la  voir." 
"  Non,  ca  ne  se  montre  pas."  And  to  all  the  civilest  inquiries  I  could 
make,  either  to  be  permitted  to  see  the  statue  or  the  old  convent, 
which  seemed  in  a  rapid  state  of  decay,  I  could  get  no  answer.  I  went 
on  in  despair  to  visit  my  old  friend  of  the  Siecle  passe\  to  ask 
the  reason  of  all  this ;  and  I  must  now  introduce  you  to  a  little  more 
of  his  acquaintance. 

He  is  a  Monsieur  Le  Chevalier,  turned  of  seventy ;  an  excellent 
scholar  for  a  Frenchman l ;  was  for  some  time  in  England,  and  for 
two  years  private  tutor  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  After  that  he  was 
for  thirteen  years  private  secretary  to  Talleyrand,  who  made  him 
librarian  to  the  Bibliotheque  Ste.  Genevieve,  the  third  public  library 
in  point  of  importance  in  Paris,  and  which  belonged  to  the  convent  of 
that  name.  Le  Chevalier  is  moreover  a  most  worthy  man,  beloved 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him ;  and  though  neither  noble  nor 
pretre,  though  tutor  to  Burdett  and  secretary  to  Talleyrand,  ever  has 
been  and  still  is  most  steadily  attached  to  the  throne  and  the  altars 
of  his  country.  To  see  these  reinstated  in  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men has  ever  been  his  first  wish,  never  disguised  during  all  the  time 
he  was  with  Talleyrand.  But  the  return  of  Louis  XVIII.  has  stamped 
him  with  the  character  of  an  ultra.  Such  an  acquaintance  was  worth 
cultivating  at  Paris ;  and  my  only  regret  was  that  I  did  not  see  more 
of  him.     He  told  me  that  what  I  had  heard  at  Les  Augustins  was 

1  He  was  in  early  life  attached  to  the  Count  de  Choiseul,  ambassador  to  Constanti- 
nople before  the  Eevolution,  and  was  author  of  an  ingenious  tract  on  the  Topography 
of  Troy. 
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1821.  the  result  of  the  half  measures  adopted  by  government,  which  gave 
satisfaction  to  nobody.  It  had  been  thought  right  to  send  back  to 
the  several  churches  the  monuments  the  Revolution  had  robbed  them 
of.  But  as  the  Sorbonne  did  not  strictly  come  within  the  letter  of 
that  order,  and  had  been  re-established  as  a  College  of  Theology, 
Mons.  Le  Noir,  as  a  republican,  would  take  care  that  the  fine  statue 
I  inquired  after  should  not  find  its  place,  or  again  adorn  a  School  of 
Divinity ;  and  that  I  might  be  sure  no  specific  order  would  be  ob- 
tained for  that  purpose. 

L'Eglise  de  Ste.  Genevieve  affords  another  instance  of  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  The  Revolution  found  it  much  in  the  state  in  which  it 
is  now,  not  quite  finished,  but  certainly  a  most  beautiful  specimen  of 
Grecian  architecture*  as  applied  to  the  inside  of  a  church.  The 
cupola  which  crowns  the  dome  was  not  completed,  and  the  scaffolding 
still  remains.  The  altar  had  never  been  erected,  or  any  of  the  orna- 
ments which  usually  are  placed  in  Catholic  churches.  When  religion 
was  abolished  in  France,  it  was  turned  into  a  "  Pantheon  ;"  and  the 
places  destined  for  the  images  of  the  Virgin,  the  Apostles,  or  the 
Saints,  were  filled  up  by  the  statues  of  the  goddess  of  Reason,  and 
those  of  Marat,  Robespierre,  Danton,  and  others  who  had  dipped 
deepest  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Upon  the  restoration  of 
order  these  were  taken  down,  as  not  appropriate  to  a  Christian  church, 
were  placed  under  a  shed  where  the  masons  wrought,  and  are  still 
lying  there.  I  happened  to  ask  Chevalier  what  they  were :  "  Monsieur, 
c'est  un  corps  de  reserve,  qu'on  retient  pour  remettre  a  leur  place 
quand  le  desordre  sera  retabli ; "  and  the  chance  of  their  getting  there 
is  at  least  as  good  as  that  of  an  altar  being  replaced  in  the  church  of 
the  Sainte  patronne  of  Paris.  The  man  who  exhibited  the  building 
was  most  anxious  to  take  us  into  the  vaults,  to  show  us  where  were 
deposited  the  ashes  of  Voltaire,  Rousseau,  and  other  revolutionary 
worthies.  I  had  a  bad  cold,  and  wished  to  decline  it ;  but  he  seemed 
to  consider  this  as  the  only  thing  worth  seeing,  and  down  we  went. 
The  tombs  of  Voltaire  and  Rousseau  are  made  of  wood  and  plaster 
of  Paris ;  and  are  already  rotting  or  crumbling  into  dust,  and  their 
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inscriptions  scarcely  legible.     When  I  had  deciphered  Voltaire's,  it  1821. 
was  not  worth  the  trouble,  and  I  did  not  copy  it.     Should  the  French 
language  change  as  rapidly  in  the  next  100  years  as  it  has  done  since 
their  time,  Frenchmen  will  no  longer  be  able  to  appreciate  the  beauties 
of  their  style,  and  their  works  may  not  outlive  their  tombs. 

The  sacrament  was  administered  to  the  Due  de  Berri,  in  his  last 
moments,  in  the  opera  house,  where  he  was  murdered  :  and  the  theatre 
has  since  been  condemned.  Were  this  done  in  execration  of  the  deed, 
there  might  be  no  great  harm  in  it.  But  the  thing  has  no  reference 
to  that,  but  merely  to  the  circumstance  that,  where  the  real  presence 
had  been,  the  building  must  not  again  be  profaned  by  dramatic  per- 
formances ;  and  government  are,  at  a  great  expense,  building  a  new 
opera  house.  This  money  would  have  completed  L'Eglise  de  Sainte 
Genevieve  ;  and,  if  executed  with  the  same  taste  with  what  is  already 
done,  would  make  it  the  finest  thing  in  all  France.  But  it  does  not 
stand  in  the  Quartier  du  Louvre,  and  will  therefore  be  left  to  go  into 
decay,  as  all  that  part  of  Paris  to  the  south  of  the  river  is  rapidly 
doing. 

One  fact  will  satisfy  you  that  this  is  not  exaggeration.  Upon 
coming  to  Paris  I  had  hired  a  Laquais  de  place  and  a  Voiture  de 
remise.  The  laquais,  if  not  a  Parisian,  appeared  at  least  to  have 
been  three  years  resident  in  Paris  from  the  character  I  received  with 
him ;  and  my  cocher  knew,  not  only  every  street,  but  every  hotel,  by 
name  that  I  before  had  occasion  to  go  to.  When  I  told  them  to  drive 
me  to  L'Eglise  de  Ste.  Genevieve,  they  of  course  knew  whereabouts  it 
stood,  because  you  see  its  dome  from  every  open  space  in  Paris. 
But,  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  Rue  Dauphine,  I  found  both  Laquais 
and  Cocher  at  a  loss,  and  stopping  at  every  turning  to  inquire  their 
way,  for  neither  of  them  had  ever  been  there  before. 

The  first  fine  day  after  my  arrival  at  Paris,  I  set  out  to  visit  our 
old  •pension1^  Hors  la  Barriere  de  Sevres.  I  was  set  down  at  the  corner 
of  the  Rue  Babylone,  on  the  Nouveaux  Boulevards,  a  little  to  the  south 
of  the  Invalides.  It  was  the  first  spring  day  after  a  frost  of  three 
weeks,  and  I  expected  to  see  everything  alive  and  stirring  on  the 
1  See  Letters  cccx.  cccxi.  sqq. 
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1821.  Boulevards,  as  it  appeared  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  But  every- 
thing was  silent  and  solitary.  I  walked  on  slowly,  trying  to  find  out 
what  was  new  to  me  in  the  scene.  Hardly  anything  struck  me  as 
changed.  The  trees  did  not  even  seem  to  me  to  have  grown,  and  the 
only  things  missed  were  human  beings.  The  gardens  too,  to  the 
right,  which  used  to  be  so  well  cultivated  and  covered  with  bell 
glasses,  were  lying  en  friche  and  unenclosed.  Just  as  I  had  got  near 
enough  to  discover  what  I  took  for,  and  which  turned  out  to  be,  the  roof 
of  Bruneteau's  Pension,  1  got  entangled  in  a  string  by  which  a  she-goat 
was  tethered  to  a  tree  on  the  Boulevard,  she  trying  to  find  something 
to  eat  on  the  opposite  ditch ;  and  down  I  fell.  Attempting  to  save 
my  glass,  I  bruised  the  muscle  under  my  left  arm,  but  did  not 
suffer  from  it  much  at  the  time.  What  I  first  thought  of  was  to  see 
if  there  were  any  passengers  to  laugh  at  my  maladdresse.  Not  a 
soul  was  within  sight,  except  the  old  woman  to  whom  the  goat 
belonged,  who  came  with  a  hope  that  "  Monsieur  se  n'etoit  point  fait  du 
mal."  I  walked  on  to  the  Rue  de  Sevres,  and,  standing  on  the  Boule- 
vard, the  first  and  only  alteration  that  struck  me  was  a  great  pile  of 
building  on  the  site  of  the  Place  where  the  Combat  du  Taureau  used 
to  be.  In  the  opposite  corner  I  looked  for  the  "  Cafe  du  bel  air  de  Monsr 
Pigache."  There  was  the  cafe,  not  at  all  changed,  except  in  being 
old  and  dirty.  Pigache  had  given  way  to  some  one  else,  who  had 
obliterated  Du  bel  air,  a  title  it  no  longer  seemed  to  deserve,  and 
added*:  "Marchd  d'Eau  de  Vie."  The  old  pension  is  perfectly  in 
statu  quo.  I  found  the  door  ajar  and  looked  into  the  court,  and  felt 
quite  at  home.  There  was  the  porter's  lodge  to  the  left ;  then  the 
door  of  the  kitchen,  and  that  in  the  corner  to  the  refectoire  and  our 
dormitory ;  that  in  front  to  the  garden,  and  that  in  the  right  corner 
of  your  bedroom,  &c.  The  place  looked  dirty ;  not  a  sash  was 
changed,  and  paint  had  not  visited  it  for  years.  I  entered  into  con- 
versation with  the  portresse,  who  told  me  it  was  now  a  Communaute 
de  Filles  :  but,  misinterpreting  the  motives  of  my  curiosity,  she  told 
me  she  believed  the  building  would  be  sold  ;  as  I  believe  most  of  the 
buildings  in  that  part  of  Paris  would,  were  purchasers  to  be  met  with. 
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I  for  an  instant  thought  of  availing  myself  of  the  hint  to  ask  leave  to  1821. 
see  the  inside ;  but  I  wanted  impudence  to  obtrude  myself  upon  the 
nuns  under  a  false  pretence.     The  portress  had  lived  there  thirty 
years,  but  had  never  heard  of  Monsieur  Bruneteau ;  tho'  she  had  of 
M.  Eollin,  who  took  the  house  the  year  we  left  it. 

No  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  buildings  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. L'Enfant  Jesus  had  become  an  Hospice  des  enfans  malades ; 
but  with  its  property  had  lost  its  school,  where  hundreds  of  children 
were  brought  up  in  our  time  —  and  its  Butter.  Notre  Dame  de  Liesse, 
a  little  to  the  westward  on  the  same  side,  had  been  turned  by  Madame 
Neckar  into  almshouses  for  old  women,  but  seemed  going  to  ruin.  I 
was  enabled,  from  the  destruction  of  the  gardens,  to  walk  all  round 
the  premises,  which  I  remember  as  a  boy  I  had  a  desire  to  do,  and 
never  could  effect.  I  passed  to  the  west,  between  the  pension  and 
the  house  where  Made,  de  Milanchi  lodged,  and  which,  I  believe,  was 
sometimes  used  as  an  infirmary,  and  spoiled  the  wall  of  our  play- 
ground and  the  kitchen  garden.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  getting 
through  the  dirt.  At  the  north-east  corner  I  found  a  heap  of  rubbish 
nearly  the  height  of  the  wall ;  and,  getting  to  the  top  of  it,  saw  all 
the  back  of  the  premises  as  little  changed  as  the  front.  In  the 
kitchen  garden  there  were  the  vines,  trained  in  the  same  way  to  the 
top  of  the  wall,  the  thickness  of  the  stems  indicating  them  to  be  old 
acquaintance ;  the  treillage  betwixt  that  and  our  play  ground  remain- 
ing; some  lime  trees,  just  planted  before  we  went  there,  still  standing, 
but,  being  kept  pollarded  to  the  height  of  the  wall,  offering  rugged 
and  bizarre  tops.  There  was  the  sort  of  terrace  in  front,  and  your 
window  that  overlooked  it  in  the  roof  to  the  westward,  where  I 
could  still  have  imagined  you  standing  in  a  full-dressed,  sky  blue,  silk 
coat,  when  one  of  our  mauvais  plaisants  below  exclaimed  :  "  Ah  !  que 
le  Jardin  est  beau."  Neither  repairs  nor  paint  seemed  to  have  been 
appfied  ;  and  all  looked  old,  desolate,  and  shabby.  I  got  down  from 
my  filthy  elevation,  and  returned  into  the  street  by  the  back  of  the 
playhouse  and  stables,  but  too  much  occupied  in  picking  my  way 
thro  the  accumulated  ordures  to  give  attention  to  the  buildings.  I 
vol.  ii.  3d 
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1821.  went  home  by  the  Eues  de  Sevres  and  du  Bac,  to  the  Pont  Royal.1  The 
latter  street  seemed  to  have  grown  narrower;  but  there  were  no 
coaches  or  coachmen  with  their  "Gare!"  to  alarm  you,  tho'  some 
few  cabriolets  still  kept  you  on  the  alert.  Looking  for  changes  in  the 
street,  I  could  observe  none  except  in  the  "Ecriteaux"  over  the 
shops.  I  looked  in  vain  for  "  Ici  Ton  fait  noces  et  festins ;"  "  Ici  Ton 
fait  Paques  ; "  tho  every  tenth  house  was  "  Md  de  Yins,"  or  "  d'Eau 
de  Vie."  The  perruquiers  and  perfumers  are  proportionably  di- 
minished ;  and  the  quondam  joke  of  "  Ici  Ton  rajeunit,"  over  a 
barber's  shop,  is  not  to  be  met  with.  I  made  several  courses  after- 
Avards  into  this  half  of  Paris ;  and  what  I  have  said  of  the  neighbour- 
hood of  our  pension  applies  to  every  part  of  it.  It  is  all  in  a  state  of 
decay. 

I  drove  round  Paris,  which  the  Pont  d'Austerlitz  enables  you  to 
do  without  quitting  the  Boulevards.  Nothing  can  be  more  melan- 
choly than  the  drive  from  the  Invalides  to  that  bridge.  Soon  after 
you  pass  the  Eue  de  Sevres,  you  fall  in  with  the  wall  built  in  the  time 
of  Louis  Seize  to  protect  the  receipt  of  the  customs  on  entering  Paris ; 
the  most  ill-advised  measure  of  his  reign,  and  which  must  have  indis- 
posed the  Parisians  more  against  him  than  the  most  tyrannical  act 
of  any  of  his  predecessors  would  have  done.  It  is  from  18  to  20  feet 
high,  on  the  outside  of  the  Boulevard,  blocking  the  view  of  the 
country,  confining  the  air,  and  committing  an  act  of  flagrant  in- 
justice against  the  proprietors  of  every  house  in  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  Paris.  Had  the  hordes  that  years  afterwards  went  to 
drag  their  King  and  his  family  to  be  imprisoned  in  Paris,  assembled 
at  the  time  to  demolish  these  walls,  no  one  could  have  wondered  at 
it ;  the  wonder  now  is  how  they  submitted  to  it.  The  wall  has  been 
taken  down  round  the  whole  northern  semi-circumference  of  Paris ; 
but  round  two-thirds  of  the  southern  it  still  remains,  though  adver- 
tised to  be  sold  by  the  100  yards,  as  Bieus  nationaux,  in  large  letters 
written  on  the  wall  itself,  and  which  time  is  beginning  to  obbterate. 
The  truth  is,  that  in  this  part  of  Paris,  where  materials  for  building 

1  Now  the  Pont  National. 
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or  repairs  are  useless,  and  where  the  houses  standing  are  of  little  1821. 
value,  the  wall  won't  pay  for  the  taking  down. 

You  know  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  is  on  this  half,  and  comes  within 
the  general  observation ;  all  there  is  verging  to  decay.  Buffon's 
house  (did  we  not  visit  him  there  ?)  is  in  ruins  and  uninhabited  ; 
without  windows  or  doors.  The  menagerie,  of  which  I  had  heard 
so  much,  is  a  miserable  collection.  The  man  at  Exeter  'Change  would 
not  take  the  whole  of  it  and  2000^.  to  boot  for  his.  Even  the  animals 
of  their  own  France  are  the  worst  of  the  kind.  The  Sanglier  a 
stout  fellow  would  not  be  afraid  to  encounter  ;  the  Cerf  a  dix  cors  is 
not  much  larger  than  one  of  our  fallow  bucks  ;  and  a  good  terrier  would 
not  shrink  from  the  wolf.  The  enclosures  where  they  are  kept  are 
also  much  out  of  condition.  The  collection  of  plants  it  was  no  season 
to  judge  of  ;  but  very  prudently  they  are  not  open  to  be  trampled  upon 
by  the  public,  and  are  not  to  be  viewed  without  an  order  applied  for. 
The  Fauxbourg  St.  Jacques  is  the  Foyer  des  Jacobins,  and  those  about 
the  gardens  seemed  all  of  that  stamp.  Our  conductor  was  a  decided 
one,  though  in  the  pay  of  government.  There  is  a  mount  in  the 
garden  from  which  you  have  a  good  view  of  all  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  town.  I  said,  "  Voila  PEglise  Ste.  Genevieve !"  "  Monsieur,  c'est 
le  Pantheon."  I  replied :  "  Pantheon  du  temps  du  Paganisme,  mais 
vous  n'etes  plus  payens  a  present."  The  fellow  said  nothing,  for  fear 
of  forfeiting  the  francs  he  expected  ;  but  he  looked  as  if  he  could  have 
sent  me  to  the  lanterne.  He  took  great  pains  to  show  us  the  grave 
of  Monsieur  Doubanton,  who  was  BuiFon's  assistant,  and  afterwards 
his  successor ;  and  who,  if  I  recollect  right,  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Lums- 
den.  He  followed  the  current  of  the  times,  and  chose  to  be  buried 
in  his  garden,  to  prove  that  he  had  none  of  the  prejudices  of  Christians. 
His  grave  is  marked  by  some  blocks  of  petrified  wood  and  a  clumsy 
column  of  granite  about  7  feet  high.  I  mortified  our  conductor  again 
by  saying  that  these  were  mesquineries,  and  that  his  remains  had 
better  have  been  deposited  in  consecrated  ground  than  treated  like 
those  of  the  beasts  of  the  menagerie. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  water,  almost  opposite  to  the  Jardin  des 
3d2 
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1821.  Plantes,  is  another  work  of  Buonaparte's,  which  I  forgot  to  mention 
before,  —  Le  Magazin  d' Abondance  ;  an  immense  granary,  nearly  as 
long  as  the  Louvre,  where  government  store  corn  in  years  of  plenty 
to  sell  out  when  scarcity  occurs.  In  the  present  state  of  France  this 
is  absolutely  necessary,  to  insure  the  peace,  if  not  the  existence,  of 
Paris  after  an  indifferent  harvest.  In  the  year  1817,  when,  after  the 
failure  of  the  crop  of  1816,  it  is  computed  that  a  million  of  people 
died  of  famine  in  the  other  parts  of  France,  and  when  every  other 
district  without  exception  offered  villages  deserted  like  Auburn  by  their 
inhabitants,  roving  in  noraades,  as  they  were  called,  in  quest  of  food, 
Paris  remained  well  supplied  and  quiet.  But  this  evil  arises  out  of 
the  system  that  no  good  bread  is  to  be  had.  Formerly  liking  the 
French  bread  much  better  than  our  own,  I  had  looked  forward  to  a 
luxury  in  this  particular ;  and  at  the  Hotel  de  Choiseul,  where  every 
one  was  eating  bread  baked  by  an  English  baker,  I  begged  to  have 
some  French  bread,  which  was  sent  for,  but  proved  so  sour  that  I 
could  not  eat  it.  I  find  this  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  govern- 
ment stores  flour  as  well  as  grain  ;  to  get  rid  of  the  extortion  of  the 
miller  as  well  as  of  the  corn  grower.  In  times  of  scarcity  there  is  some 
compulsory  process  on  the  baker,  who  must  take  the  bad  as  well  as  the 
good  ;  and  as  that  which  has  been  longest  kept  is  served  first,  it  is 
never  quite  sweet,  and  the  leaven  made  of  it  turns  sour  directly. 
There  are,  therefore,  English  bakers  who  bake  with  yeast  in  those 
parts  where  the  English  live,  and  the  French  who  can  afford  it  are 
glad  to  diet  with  them.  In  the  Rue  de  Rivoli,  the  dearest  situation 
in  Paris,  you  read  :  "  Such-a-one,  Pastry  Cook  and  Confectioner  from 
London  ; "  and  he  is  getting  rich.  French  cookery  has  degenerated 
in  proportion.  I  did  not  taste  good  soup  or  bouilli  whilst  at  Paris. 
Their  high-priced  wines  too,  and  they  sell  you  Burgundy  and  Cham- 
pagne at  7  and  8  francs  a  bottle,  are  bad  and  adulterated.  I  was 
very  glad  to  confine  myself,  even  at  English  tables  who  took  pains 
with  their  wines,  to  the  vin  ordinaire,  which  continues  as  we  remem- 
ber it ;  only  at  two  francs  per  bottle  instead  of  one. 

I  went  to  several  of  the  theatres,  and  there  are  plenty  of  them. 
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At  the  Theatre  Francais,  which  was  the  Comedie  Francaise  in  our  1821. 
time,  only  moved  to  the  Rue  de  Richelieu,  I  saw  the  Tartuffe  and 
their  best  comic  actors ;  and  Talma  in  Cinna,  now  a  favourite  play, 
because  it  praises  conspiracies  and  clemency  to  undeserving  conspira- 
tors, though  the  worst  of  Corneille's.  I  cannot  say  I  was  delighted  with 
any  of  the  performers;  none  of  them,  indeed,  could  bear  a  comparison 
with  those  we  remember.  But  the  worst  part  is  the  audience,  who 
affect  to  go  always  dirty  and  undressed.  I  always  went  to  the  par- 
quet, which  is  still  the  dearest  seat  in  the  house,  being  6i  francs  ;  but 
even  there  I  could  not  help  feeling  uncomfortable  in  sitting  close  to 
such  dirty  people.  In  the  boxes  the  women  appeared  equally  in  their 
morning  dresses,  only  with  large  bonnets,  which  they  never  wear  when 
they  walk  in  the  streets ;  for  things  are  changed  in  this  respect  since 
we  remember.  All  the  men  now  wear  hats,  and  the  women  nothing 
but  caps.  But  enough  of  these  details,  with  which  I  must  have 
wearied  you  out. 

You  will  perceive  from  this  that  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
France  improved  since  we  visited  it ;  and  in  our  country  since  that 
period,  in  my  opinion,  there  are  few  things  which  are  not  ameliorated. 
Add  to  the  observation  I  have  made  upon  Paris,  that  its  population  is 
reduced  by  a  fourth,  its  last  census  published  this  year  giving  a  result 
of  547,756,  including  25,000  foreigners;  whilst  in  our  time  it  was  by 
the  most  moderate  estimated  at  800,000  :  and  Versailles,  which  before 
the  Revolution  contained  100,000,  is  now  reduced  to  23,166.  Altho 
the  country  has  not  suffered  in  this  respect  so  much  as  the  towns,  yet 
even  there  France,  reduced  to  its  antient  limits,  has  lost  a  tenth  of  its 
inhabitants ;  not  to  mention  that  the  register  of  deaths  ascertains 
the  fact,  upon  an  average  of  years,  that  109  now  die  where  100  only 
died  before.  France  has  paid  severely  for  her  changes  of  government. 
Take  this  fact :  —  In  the  Cadastre,  as  it  is  called,  or  a  valuation 
begun  in  1812  of  the  different  departments,  for  imposing  the  rente 
fonciere,  the  value  of  corn  mills  alone  was  just  double  that  of  every 
other  species  of  property,  —  except  land  and  inhabited  houses:  such 
other  property  including  all  manufactures  of  every  species ;  all  mines, 
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1821.  quarries,  canals,  wharfs,  railways,  &c.  &c. ;  thus  shewing  that   the 
country  possessed  little  except  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 

I  might  give  you  a  variety  of  other  proofs  of  the  poverty  of  France 
in  cattle,  flocks,  &c. ;  but  these  details  would  be  endless,  and  I  must 
have  done.  I  went  to  look  at  our  old  hotel  in  the  Rue  de  Grenelle, 
which  runs  out  of  the  Rue  St.  Honore.  My  remembrance  here  had 
failed  me,  and  I  could  not  say  positively  whether  it  was  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left  on  turning  out  of  the  R.  St.  Honore ;  but  I  went  to 
reconnoitre.  The  street  seemed  familiar  to  me,  and,  by  a  sort  of 
instinct  like  that  which  guides  a  horse  to  a  stable  where  he  has  once 
been,  I  turned  into  an  hotel  on  the  left,  which  struck  me  as  that  we 
occupied,  only  looking  old  and  dirty.  A  person  coming  out  of  it,  on 
inquiry,  told  me  it  was  the  H6tel  de  Nismes,  and  it  struck  me  that 
was  the  name  of  ours.  Am  I  right  ?  I  could  discover  none  of  our 
old  schoolfellows.  The  last  I  could  hear  of,  Le  Due  de  Fleury,  was 
killed  three  years  ago  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  after  having  escaped 
from  the  Revolution.  Gen1  Lauriston,  one  of  the  Ministry,  is,  I  take 
it,  a  grandson  of  Madame  de  Boissardes ;  at  least,  he  is  a  great  nephew 
of  Law,  the  Gov'  of  Pondicherry.     Does  he  possess  Lauriston  still  ? 

Adieu ;  if  my  history  does  not  amuse  you,  it  will  at  least  only 
cost  you  the  decyphering,  and  will,  I  hope,  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  that  you  are  well. 

Yours  ever, 

Jas.  Mure. 
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Grammar  school  of,  fees  at:  104 

Earls  of:  8.  32.  I.  31.  39.  157. 

245.  II.  34.  72 
Archbishops  of:  9.  54.  67.  90. 

141 

3  e  2 
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Glassford,  John,  Esq.,  of  Dugaldstone  :  I. 

141.  II.  3.  75 
Glencairn,  Earls  of:  9.  10.  12.  78.  119 
Glengarnock,  Garrison  of:  119 
Glengarry,  Macdonald  of:  I.  145.  II.  19 
Gloucester,  Dukes  of:  IL  79.  263.  347 
Goertz,  Count :  II.  243 
Gordon,  of  Dalfelly,    Sir  Willm.  M.  P. : 
225.  232.  235 

,  Sir  Rob',  of  Gordonstone :  I.  197. 

sqq 

The    Honbie  Alexr,  Lord   Rock- 

ville:  II.  Ill 
Graffigni,   Monsr  de :   43.   His  academy : 
II.  115.  sqq.  119.  130 

Madede:  LI.  115 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  his  ministry  :  II.  90 
Graham,  of  Abercorn  and  Eskdale  :  5 

Lord  Easdale  :  36 

Colonel,  of  Gorthy  :  I.  233.  236 

Granville,  Carteret  Earl  of:  I.  67 
Gray,  Lord :  157. 

,  Sir  James,  Ambassador  at  Naples  : 

H.  7.  22.  25.  27 
Greek  Language,  Study  of:  1. 11.  II.  [327.] 

379 
Grenville,  Rl.  HWe  George :  I.  152.  175: 
II.  10.  37.  46.  78.  101.  106.     His  mo- 
tion for  vote  by  ballot :  H.  170 
Guildford,  Navigation  projects  at :  II.  33 
Gunning,  the  Misses :  II.  86 

H. 

Haddingtonshire,  Election  politics  of:  n. 

92 
Hague,  The:  172.  sqq 
Haily,  Thos,  Arrest  of:  232 
Hall,  of  Fullbar,  Forfeiture  of :  84 
Hamilton,   Dukes  of:   32.   34.  113.   215. 

I.  42.  88.  91.  H.  18.  156.  192.  sqq.  210. 

218.  219.  247.  298 
,  Elizabeth,  Duchess  of:  34.  I. 

241.  II.  86.  153.  221.  sqq.   See  Argyll 
,  Lord  Archibald,  His  speech  at 

Glasgow  College  :  II.  377 


Hamilton,  Lady  Betty,  Countess  of  Derby  : 
H.  146.  237.  247.251 

— ,  Gavin,  Commendator  of  Kilwin- 
ning :  23.  73 

,  James,  Viscount  Clanboyes:  24. 


93 

,  Earl  of  Clanbrassil :  24 

,  William,  of  Killileagh,   Secre- 
tary of  State:  25.  181 
,    Alex',   General   of  Artillery  : 


,  Colonel :  177 

of  Preston :  16.     Of  Raploch  : 

17.23.  Of  Silverton  hill:  17.  Hans, 
vicar  of  Dunlop :  24.  OfHallcraig:  26. 
Of  Stanhouse  73.  76.  Of  Neilsland  :  73. 
76.  OfBroomhiU:  73.76.  OfRosehall: 
I.  45.  89.  Of  Dalziel :  I.  90.  Of  Bar- 
gany:  I.  139.  151 
Hanover,  Description  of,  in  1708:  208. 
sqq.  213.  239.  In  1775:  II.  245.  Elec- 
tress  Sophia  of:  207.  213.  Electoral 
Prince  of:  215.  217.  Princess  Sophia 
Dorothea  of:  207.  Army  of:  208.217. 
Trade  of :  213.  219.  Carnival  at :  209 
Hanoverian  troops,   Debates  concerning  : 

I.  55.  sqq 
Hanoverians,  their  dislike  of  the  English  : 

212.  215.  216.  219 
Harcourt,  Lord,  Ambass'  at  Paris:  II.  291. 

292.  298 
Hastings,  Marquis  of:  II.  366 
Herch,  De  (or  Herries),  of  Terregles  :  5 
Herculaneum,   Antiquities  of:  II.  7.  22. 

25 
Highlands,  Travelling  in,  in  1716:  235 

,  Improvement  of:  I.  166.  167. 

208.  271 
Holland,  Tours  in:  143.  sqq 

,  East  India  Company  of:  146 

Holyrood  house,  Duke  of  Hamilton's  Pri- 
vilege of:  II.  18 
Home,  John,  the  poet:  35.  36.  41  :  I.  114. 

147:  II.  56.  P9 
Home,  Francis,  M.  D. :  I.  262.  267 
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Homer,  study  of:  I.  153.  II.  [327.] 

HopetouD,  Countess  of:   179 

Houstoun,  of  that  ilk,  Sir  Patrick  :  13.  77. 
Archibald,  beheaded  :  13.  Sir  John  : 
245 

of  Johnstone :  I.  44 

Hunibie,  Lord,  his  Fees  :  124 

Hume,  Earl  of:  181 

,  David,  the  Historian :  32.  34.  38. 

sq.  I.  30.  38.  46.  48.  73.  93.  124.  H. 
104.  108.  115.  155.  236.  247.  259.  His 
Criticism  on  Dr.  Leechman's  Sermon 
on  Prayer:  I.  50.  His  Canvass  for 
the  Moral  Philosophy  Chair  of  Edin- 
burgh :  I.  63.  Publication  of  his  His- 
tory: I.  111.  Mr.  Mure's  Criticism  on: 
L  112.  114.  His  life  in  Paris:  I.  251. 
254.  255.  English  prejudice  against : 
II.  45.  His  pension,  and  Irish  bishop- 
rick  :  II.  45.  Brings  Rousseau  to 
London  II.  58.  61.  63.  Lodges  with 
Tronchin,    &c. :  II.  58.     Anecdotes  of: 

38.  sqq.  II.  177.  179.  His  play  at  whist : 

39.  II.  198.  [211.]  251 
Husk,  General :  I.  76 

Hutcheson,  Professor  Francis  :  41.  267.  I. 

31.  53.  65.  132 
of  Monkwood :  27 


James  VI.,  of  Scotland,  Letters  from,  to 
the  Laird  of  Caldwell :  83  sqq.  To  the 
Lord  of  Paisley :  87 

Jardine,  Professor  George,  of  Glasgow : 
31.  43.  LI.  275  sqq.  His  system  of 
Education:  II.  295.  303.  378.  His 
opinion  of  that  of  Oxford  :n.  324 

,  Revd.  Dr.  John  :  II.  17 

Jeffrey,  Francis  (Lord)  :  II.  378 

Jekyll,  Sir  Joseph :  232 

Jenkinson,  Charles  (Lord  Liverpool) :  I. 
173 

Jennings,  Adm1  Sir  John:  233.  251 

Indian  Policy:  II.  107.  206.  208. 


Inglis,  Sir  J. :  207 

Inglishmen,  rob  the  Laird  of  Caldwell  of 

his  horse:    104.     Of  his   cloak:    104. 

Break  into  the  Tower  of  Caldwell :  105. 

Garrison  of,    at    Kirrielaw:    119.    At 

Lochwinnoch:    120.    At  Stirling:   120. 

At  Paisley:  120.    At  Kilmarnock:  121. 

Quartered   on   the  Caldwell    tenantry: 

120.     On  Beith  parish:  120 
Ingram,  Archd.,  Provost  of  Glasgow :  I. 

208 
Inquisition,  Tortures  of,  in  Flanders  :  174 
Interest,  rate  of,  in  1650:  128 
Inverary,  Party  at:  II.  251 
Johnston,  Alexr,  Secretary  of  State  :  182. 

193 
Ireland,  civil  wars  in :  93  sqq.     French 
invasion  of:  n.  348  sqq 

K. 

Kaimes,  Lord:  I.  198.  199.  235.  237.    II. 

128 
Kaunitz,  Prince :  II.  249 
Keith,  Marshall :  I.  251 

,  Sir  Robert :  n.  244 

,  Lord :  H.  353.  354 

,  See  Marischal. 

Kempisland,  or  Breedsorrow,  Lands  of: 

49,  50 
Kenmure,  Lord  :  I.  70 
Kennedy  of  Bargany:  13 

,  Sir  Andrew,  of  Closeburn  ,  1 77 

,  Earl  of  Cassilis:    II.  55.  125. 

sqq 
Kerr  of  Kersland :  19 
Key  the,  Dr.,  his  "Powder  of  Sympathie:" 

92 
Kilmarnock,  Earl  of:  I.  8.  40.  70.     See 

Boyd. 
,  Town  of,  English  garrison  at : 

121 
Kilravock,  House  of:  235 
Kilwinning,  Gavin,  Commendator  of :  23. 

73 
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Kincaid  of  Kincaid :  16 

of  Coitts :  85 

King's  friends,  political  party  of:  II.  57 
Kinnoul,  Earl  of:  II.  10.  109.  172 
Kirrielaw,  English  garrison  at:  119 
Kittochside,  Mure  of:  11.  Reid  of:  11.  14. 

88 
Knox,  of  Ramphorlie  :  17.  18.     His  troop 

of  horse :  117 
,  Jean,  Lady  Caldwell:  17.  103.  114. 

285 


L. 


"  Lambson's  arms :"  1 15. 

La  Muette,  Royal  partie  de  chusse  at :  II. 

314 
Lanarkshire,  Election  politics  of:   I.    88. 

sqq.  II.  26.  89.  93.  sqq.  140.  147 
_ ,  Address  from,  on  American 

war :  II.  256.  sqq 
Lauderdale,  Earl  of:  II.  92 
Law,  of  Lauriston  :  II.  396 
Leases  of  land  in  Scotland,  Series  of:  273. 

sqq 
Leblanc,  Abbe:  I.  112 
Lechevalier,  Librarian  of  Ste.  Genevieve  : 

II.  387 
Leechman,  Revd.  LX :  29.  267.  I.  7.  50. 

LI.  22.  301.331.  His  Sermon  on  Prayer: 

I.  50.  Appointed  Professor  of  Divinity 
in  Glasgow  :  I.  54.  Principal  of  the 
College:  I.  128 

Le  Sueur,  pictures  of:  II.  385 
Lennox,  Earls  of:  9.  11.  12.  51. 

of  Branscogle  :  17 

of  Woodhead :  II.  355 

Lent,  Licence  to  eat  flesh  in  :  134 
Leven,  Earl  of:  197.  200 
Liege,  Description  of:  151  sqq 
Lieutenants  of  Scotch  Counties,  List  of: 

II.  265. 

Lime,  used  in  agriculture:  113.  114.  277. 

289 
Lindsay,  of  Byres :  6 


Lindsay,  of  Dunrod:  7.  9.  15 

Linen  Manufactures,  of  Scotland:  1.61. sq. 

II.  189.  sqq 
Linlithgowshire  Election  politics:  1.  244 
Lochiel,  Cameron  of:  I.  71.  72 
Lochlibo,  fishing  at:  107.  138 
Lochwinnoch,  English  garrison  at :  120 
London,  Description  of  in  1696:  171.  178 

,  Road  from  to  Edinr  in  1696:  170. 

179  sqq 
Lome,  Marquis  of:  II.  156.  158.  171 
Lovat,  Fraser  of:  197.  sqq.  II.  19 
Loudon,  Earl  of:  II.  47.  125.  139 

,  Countess  of:  II.  362 

Louis  XV.   His  attention- to  Lord  Bute: 
II.  145.     His  partie  de  chasse  at  La 
Muette:  II.  314.     His  court  and  sup- 
per: II.  315  sq. 
Lucas,  Colonel :  225 
Lumsden,  Andr",  Esq. :  II.  290.  298 
Lyndoch,  Lord :  II.  375 


M. 

Macartney,  Sir  George  :  II.  233 

Macclesfield,  Earl  of :  216 

Macdowal,  of  Garthland  andCastlesemple: 

I.  45.  II.  131.  135.  214.  216 
Macintosh,  Charles  :  II.  356 
Mackenzie,    Honble  James    Stuart :    33. 

I.  134.  171.  175.  II.  8.  10.  16.  27.  42. 
86.  89. 153.  His  dismissal  from  his  office 
of  Lord  Privy  Seal:  II.  34.  36.  sqq. 
Remarks  on  it  by  Lord  Chatham  :  II.  79. 
His  office  restored  to  him  :  H.  89,  90. 
His  opinion  of  Scotch  men  of  business  : 

II.  183 

Mackline  (Mechlin  or  Malines),  its  laces 

and  beer:  176 
Macpherson,  James,  Editor  of  Ossian :  I. 

189. 

,  Robert :  II.  29 

Maestricht,  Description  of:  148.  sqq 
Mallet,  Paul  Henry :  II.  39.  202 
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Manlieim,  Description  of:  II.  239 
Man-rent,  Bonds  of:  10.  12.  58.  sqq.    De- 
clared turpis   by  Queen  Mary's  Act : 
63.  65 
Mansfield,  Earl  of,   Ld  Chief  Justice  :  I. 

61.  II.  68.  96.  103.  206 
March,  Earl  of:  197.  II.  94.  188 
Marelimont,  Lord:  I.  47 
Marie  Antoinette:  II.  315.  322 
Marischal,  Keith  Earl,  of  Scotland  :    42. 

I.  249.  II.  35.  43.  50.  67 
Marlborough,  Duke  of:  215 
Marriages,    Scotch,   in  1700:    227.  263. 

sqq.     Blacksmith's  privilege  of:   292 
Martin,    Samuel,     M.  P.    His   duel   with 

Wilkes  :  I.  202.  204 
Mary,  Queen,  Her  death  and  public  fu- 
neral: 188.  sqq 
Maxwell,  of  Pollock :  8.  20.  24.  28.  30. 
51.  53.  I.  24.  32.  40.  43,  44.  234. 
Their  feuds  with  the  Mures  of  Cald- 
well :  8.  53 

of  Blackstone  :  19.     Of  Auld- 

house:    24.     Of   Springkell :    24.      Of 
Dargavel:  84.     Of  Blawarthill :  1.3 
Melvil,  Earl  of:   181.  197 
Melville,  Viscount :  II.  365.  367.  376 
Mercenaries,   German,    Debates  concern- 
ing :  I.  48.  55 
Meredith,  Sir  William  :  II.  78 
Meuron,  Samuel  de  :  42.     H.  36.  43.   48. 

61.  67 
Midlothian  Election  politics  :  I.  283.  sqq 
Milan,  Archduke  of:  II.  263 
Militia,  of   Scotland:    II.  265.       Bill   of 

1805  :  II.  363 
Miller,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Glenlee,  Lord  Pre- 
sident:  32.  1.9.  68  75.  144.  11.97.  98 
Milliken  of  Milliken  :  1.44.  158.  178 
Milton,  Lord  :  1. 167 
Mitchel,    Sir  Andrew:    I.  54.    116.    133. 

270.     II.  61.  138 
Moira.  General  the  Earl  of:  II.  366 
Monboddo,  Lord  :  I.  254 
Montague  House  :   171 


Montague,  Earl  of:  171 

Montefiascone :  I.  33 

Montgomerie,  Lord:  18.  His  troop  of 
Horse:  119.  OfGiffen:  11.  Sir  James: 
93.  Sir  Hugh  of  Broadstone,  Earl  of 
Mountalexander  :  95.  Of  Scotstoun, 
his  "slauchter"  by  Hall  of  Fullbar 
84.     OfLangshaw:  18.     Of  Coilsfield 

I.  45.  II.  234.     Honi>le.  Archibd.  M.  P. 

II.  127.     See  Eglinton. 

Montrose,  Marquis  of,  robs  Hew  Mure 
of  his  horse:  110.  His  exactions  from 
the  Caldwell  tenantry  :   1 11 

,  Duke  of:  I.  43.  54 

■,  Duchess  of:  244 

Moore,  of  Drogheda  and  Charleville  :  3 

Dr.    John:    41.    44.    I.    164.  sqq. 

II.  192.  sq.  196.  222.  260.  335.  His 
visit  to  Voltaire :  II.  203.  To  Fre- 
derick the  Great :  H.  246.  His  death  : 
H.  355 

.General   Sir   John:  45.     II.    197. 

239.  249.  261.  355.  sqq.  His  52d  Light 
infantry  :  II.  356.  sq.  His  definition  of 
an  Ensign  :  II.  357.  His  coat  of  arms  : 
H.  360.  sqq.  Account  of  his  death  : 
IL  375 

,  See  Mure. 

More,  See  Mure. 
Morton,  Earl  of:  I.  258 
Mountalexander,  Earl  of:  95 
Mountsteuart,  Lord:  II.  38. 170.  199.  374 
Mowat  of  Ingilstoun   and  Bucholly,    Sir 

George:  27.  91 
Muir,  see  Mure. 
Mure  (More,  Moore,  or  Muir)  :  2,  3.  sqq 

ofPolkelly:  3.6 

of  Rowallan :    3.  sq.    II.  360.     Sir 

Adam  :  3.  Elizabeth,  queen  of  Scot- 
land :  3,  4.  Robert,  SherifT  depute  of 
Ayrshire:  7.  John:  13.  77.  Sir  Wil- 
liam :  16.  18. 
of  Abercorn,  Sir  Reginald,  Cham- 
berlain of  Scotland:  3,  4.  Sir  Wil- 
liam :    4,  5.     Gilchrist :  5,   6.     Alicia, 
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Lady  Terregles:  5.  Christina,  Lady 
Lindsay :  6 
Mure  of  Caldwell,  Godfrey :  4. 6.  John,  his 
feuds :  6.  John :  7.  Sir  Adam :  8.  49.  His 
feuds  with  the  Maxwells :  8.  53.  Mar- 
jory,  Lady  Ross  :  7.  Constantine  :  8.  51. 
Hector,  slain  by  the  Maxwells  at  Ren- 
frew: 8.  Robert,  his  feuds :  9.  John,  be- 
sieges and  sacks  Glasgow  castle  :  9.  54. 
His  feud  with  the  Maxwells :  53.  His 
league  with  Matthew  Earl  of  Lenox  :  9. 
With  Hugh  Earl  of  Eglinton :  10.  58. 
sqq.   John,  his  feud  with  Lord  Sempill : 

12.  His  bond  of  alliance  with  Lord 
Boyd  of  Kilmarnock  :  12.  Lady  Iso- 
bel:  11.  Lady  Janet:  11.13.  Archi- 
bald in  Hill  of  Beith  :  12.  Constantine 
in  Boghall :  12.  James  of  Boldair  :  12. 
Sir  John,     slain    by  the  Cuninghams  : 

13.  Robert,  slain  by  Sir  Patrick  Hous- 
ton of  that  ilk:  13.  77.  Sir  Robert: 
13.  14.  77.  sqq.  83.  sqq^.  Robert,  "  dies 
in  his  country's  service  : ''  1 7.  His  latter 
will:  18.  Hew,  tutor  of  Caldwell :  17. 
20.  98.  sqq.  Robbed  of  his  horse  by 
Montrose:  110.  William:  19.  sqq. 
His  education  :  101.  105.  Robbed  of 
his  horse  by  the  "  Inglishmen  :"  104.  Of 
his  cloak  :  104.  Joins  the  rising  of 
Pentland,  is  outlawed,  and  forfeited  : 
19.  His  flight  to  Leland  and  Rotter- 
dam :  21.  136.  His  Testament:  135. 
His  death:  21.  138.  The  hon1-16  Jean 
(Erskine-Mure)  "  Lady  Caldwell"  :  23. 
Barbara  (Fairlie-Mure),  "  Lady  Cald- 
well:" 23 

of  Glanderston,    William:  12.   13. 

23.  William :  24.  William :  26.  Wil- 
liam :  27.  His  tour  in  England  and 
Flanders  :  170  :  sqq.  Succeeds  to  Cald- 
well:  27. 

of  Caldwell  and  Glanderston,  Wil- 
liam :  27.  His  library:  221.  Accounts: 
223.  Wedding  Expenses:  227.  His 
election  for    Renfrewshire:    238.    243. 


245.  His  religious  vows  :  2i8.  Death: 
246 

Mure,  Colonel  George:  27.  253.  sqq. 
Wounded  at  Fontenoy :  27.  His  ac- 
count of  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  :  254. 
Captain  Alex':  27.  II.  335.  Wounded  at 
Fontenoy  :  27.  Hutchison  of  Saxhain 
hall :  27.  II.  69.  336 

Baron,  of  Caldwell :  29.  sqq.      His 

travels  in  France:  29,  30.  I.  17.  sqq. 
His  election  for  Renfrewshire:  30.  I.  38. 
sqq.  Appointed  Baron  of  Exchequer  : 
31.  I.  125.  Lord  Rector  of  Glasgow 
College  :  43.  II.  83.  His  death  :  45. 
II.  331. 

,  Agnes,  the  Honble  Mrs.  Boyle :  28. 

1.7.  Elizabeth:  41.  11.331.  Her  Essay 
on  Scottish  manners  :  258 

William  Esq',   of  Caldwell :   45.  sq. 

Cornet  in  the  Blues,  and  Captain  of  82nd 
Regiment:  45.  II.  346.  Taken  pri- 
soner at  Philadelphia :  II.  342.  At 
Yorktown  :  II.  344.  Aide-de-Camp  to 
General  O'Hara :  II.  345.  His  parole 
of  honor  to  General  Washington  :  II. 
346.  Commands  West  Lowland  Fen- 
cibles  :  II.  347.  sqq.  Commands  Ren- 
frew Militia :  II.  358.  Lord  Rector  of 
Glasgow  University :  45 

James  Esqr.,  of  Cecil  lodge  :  43.  46. 

30.  II.  275.  278.  380.  sqq. 

of  Cowdams  :  4.  7 

of  Camseskane  :  4.  10.  64 

of  Auchendrain  :   15 

of    Thornton:    17.       Hew,    tutor 

of  Caldwell :  17.  20.  98.  Sir  Archi- 
bald, Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh  :  17. 
185 

of  Ballybregach,  Captain  James  :  25. 

94.  116.  136.  sq.  His  Troop  of  horse: 
116 

of  Rhoddens  :  26.     Of  Kittochside  : 

11.  Of  Saxham  :  27.  II.  69.  336.  Of 
Warriston  :  27.  Of  Herringswell :  27. 
28 
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Murray,  of  Tullybardine:  5 

,  of  Broughton:  1.65.  199 

N. 

Napier,  Lord  :  1. 141.  148 

Napoleon,  his  threatened  invasion  of  Eng- 
land :  H.  357.  sq.  367. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of:  1. 139.  152 

North,  Lord,  his  ministry  :  II.  180.  181. 
186.  215.     His  character  :  II.  217.  259 

Northington,  Lord  Chancellor  :  II.  90 

Northumberland,  Earl,  afterwards  Duke 
of:  L  277.  II.  20.  23.  28.  35.  41.  90 

Norton,  Sir  Fletcher:  II.  90.  149 

The  HonW<=  Baron  :  37 

Nottingham,  Earl  of:  198 

0. 

O'  Hara,  General :  45.  H.  345.  346 

Old  Sarum,  borough  of:  IL  135 

O'Neill,  Con :  95 

"  Optional  clause"  in  Scotch  banking  :  I. 
210.  sqq.  234.  239.  II.  4.  sqq 

Ormond,  Duke  of :  233 

Orvieto,  Description  of :  I.  34 

Oswald,   James  of  Dunikeir :  32.     I.  80. 
46.  58.  66.  73.  II.  7.     His  criticism  on 
Hume's  Essay  on  the  Balance  of  Trade : 
I.  93.  sqq 
■  ■         of  Scotstoun :  I.  60. 

Oudenarde,  battle  of:  215 

Oxford,  Lord,  impeached  by  the  Com- 
mons': 234 

University  of,  Education  at :  II. 

324.     French  club  at :   H.  329.      De- 
bating Club  at :  II.  330 

P. 

Paisley,  Lord  of :  87 

——— Grammar  school  of :   101 

English  garrison  at :  120 

Manufactures  of:  II.  191 

Panmure,  Lord  :  II.  58. 
Paper  money  of  Scotland:  H.  3.  sqq.  21. 
Of  England:  H.  21 
VOL.  II. 


Paris,  in  1821  compared  with  1771 :  H. 

380.  sqq 
Education  at:    II.    276.   sqq.  289. 

308.  Theatres  at :  293.  300.  394.  sq.  Its 

population  :  II.  395.     Bread :  II.  394. 

Pantheon:  II.  388.  393 
Parliament  of  Scotland,  Members  of,  their 

Salaries:   111.  116 
Debates  in:  232.   sqq.    I.  48. 

55.  sqq.     On  the  American  Stamp  Act : 

n.  59.  sqq 
of  Paris  :  H.  321 


Pelham,  Eight  Hon^  Henry  :     I.  49.  81. 

108 
Pentland,  Rising  of:   19 

Percy,  Lord  Algernon  :  II.  20.  23.  105 

Perth,  Duchess  of:  I.  254 

Bridge  of:  II.  9.  sqq.  14. 18.  21.  172 

Pitt,  William,  Lord  Chatham:  I.  49.  57. 
139.  189.  H.  36.  41.  57.  60.  His  opi- 
nion of  Lord  Bute:  11.60.  78.  His 
despotic  influence  :  II.  60.  sq.  74.  81. 
His  remarks  on  Mr.  Stuart  Mackenzie's 
dismissal  from  office  :  II.  79.  80 

George:  II.  137.  146 

Plague,  among  the  Caldwell  tenantry:  113 

Dr.  Burges'  receipt  for :  91 

Poker  Club :  II.  265.  266 

Poland,  Augustus  II.,  King  of:  129 

Polkelly,  Mure  of:  3 

Pollock,  of  that  ilk :  24.  Sir  Robert,  Bt. : 
225.  238.  245.  I.  43.  44.  II.  133 

Porterfield  of  Porterfield  and  Duchal :  78. 
1.40 

of  Quarrelton  :  19.  26 

Portland,  Earl  of,  his  death  :  187.  Duke 
of:  II.  42.  58 

Portpatrick,  First  establishment  of  post- 
office  and  packet-boat  at :  190 

Prague,  Irish  convent  and  clergy  at:  H.249 

Presbytery,  disputes  of:  236 

Presnennan,  Lord:  193 

Preston,  Sir  George  of  Valleyfleld :  16. 
79.  sq 

Barbara,  Lady  Sempill  and  Lady 

Caldwell:  16.  81.  sqq 
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68.  sqq 
Prices,  in  1515  :  55.  sqq.  In  1644:  98.  sqq. 

In  1720:261 
Priugle,  Robert,  Secretary  of  State:  175. 

190.     Sir  John :  227.  I.  63.  II.  104 
Prior,  Matthew :  232 
Privy  Seal,  Lord,  fees  to :  124 
Prussia,  King  of:  I.  49.  250.  II.  138.  246 
Prussian  discipline :  II.  246 
Putsen,  Abbey  of:  147 

Q- 

Quoeusberry,  Dukes  of :    197.  sqq.  1.172. 
175.  II.  188 

R. 

Radnor,  Lord :  II.  59 
Ralston  of  that  ilk:  11.  13.  19.  26.  77 
Rainpherlie,  Earl  of:  17.     See  Knox  of. 
Rebellion  of  1745  :  I.  68.  sqq 

in  Ireland  :  II.  348.  sq 

Receipts  for  the  Plague,  &c. :  91.  sqq 
Rectorship  of  Glasgow  College:  43.  45. 

11.83.  377 
Register  office,  Edinburgh:  I.  258.  263. 

266 
Regium  donum  to  Irish  clergy :  182 
Reid  of  Kittochside :  11.  14.  88 

,  Professor  Thomas:  I.  170.  232.  241 

Religious  observance  in  Scotland  :  265 
Renfrewshire,  Freeholders  of,  in  1742  : 1. 
44 

— ,  Election   politics  of:     I.   40. 

sqq.  II.  131.  sq.  371 
Rent  of  land  in  Scotland,  in  1650:  130 

sq.     In  1791,  and  1854:  310 
Richelieu,  Cardinal,  statue  of:  II.  387 
Riding  Academy  of  Ediir :  I.  180 
Rigby,  Mr,  M.P.:  II.  107.  17  i 
Rizzio,  David,  murder  of:  15 
Robert  IId.  of  Scotland :  4 
"  Robertson,"  William,  his  outlawry  and 

flight:  21.  136.  sq 
Robertson,  Revd.  W.,  Principal  of  Edin- 


burgh College  :  41.    I.  146.  247.  IL  20. 

23.  25.  27.  160.     His  proposed  History 

of  England :  I.  146 
Rockingham,   Marquis  of,    his    ministry : 

II.  42.  57,  58 
Rockville,  Lord  :  II.  Ill 
Ross  of  Hawkhead,  Sir  John :   7.     Lord  : 

8.  12.  67.  85.  225.     Christina:  12.  67 
of  Balnagoun :  I.  54.  58.  LI.  89.  93. 

95.  138 

,  Arthur,  ArchbP  of  Glasgow:  141 

Rossie,  Oliphantof:  I.  189 

Rothes,  Earl  of:  20.  22.     Duke  of:  135. 

Rotterdam:  172.  sq 

Rouet,  of  Belritiro:  28.  30.  L  17.  178.  II. 

57.  sqq.  79.  sqq. 
Rousseau,   J»   Jiue!>:  I.   131.      His  visit 

to  England:  II.  58.  61.  63.   109.    His 

dress :  II.  58.      His  residence  at  Chis- 

wick:H.  66.  71 
Rowallan.     See  Mure  of 
Roy,  Colonel :  II.  9 
Ruthven,  Lord,  trial  of:  15 

S. 
Sackville,  Lord  George:  I.  173.  II.  215 
Saint  Germain,  Count :  H.  337 
Sainte  Genevieve,  church  of:  II.  388.  sqq 
Sandilands  of  Hilderstone  :  23.  142 
Sandwich,  Lord  :  H.  59 
Scotch  troops  in  Dutch  service,  History 

of:  II.  51.  sqq 

Banking.     See  Bank,  Banking 

Law  of  Entail :  II.  268 

Scotland,    English   prejudice   against:  I. 

198.  II.  45 

Revenue  of  in  1773  :  II.  223 

Scott,  George,  Esq.,  Minister  at  the  Court 

of  Poland  :  28.  229 

,  Mrs.  Marion :  28.  206.  sqq 

,  George  Lewis:  212.240.  I.  111.  II. 

65.  83.  161.     His  baptism :  207.  212. 
Seafield,  Earl  of,  Chancellor:  197.  201 
Seaforth,  Mackenzie  of:  II.  19 
Selkirk,  Earl  of:  175 
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Seinpill,  Sir  John  of  Eliestoun :  8 

,  Master  of:  12.  Lord:  16.  79.sqq. 

273 
Seton,  Sir  George :  1. 159.  sqq 

,  Earl  of  Winton :  I.  160 

Shaw,  of  Greeuock:  13.  77.  I.  41.  45 
Shawfield,  Campbell  of:  LL  221.  223 
Shelbum,  Lord:  II.  68 
Sibald,  Capt",  his  troop  of  horse :  117 
Simson,  Professor  Robert,  of  Glasgow  :  41. 

I.  54.  169.  174.  177.  188.  IL  195 
Shutterflat.     See  Chitterfleet. 
Srneaton,  John,  Civil  Engineer:  II.    12. 

sqq.  29.  172 
Smith,  Adam:  I.  131.  171.  232.  241.  II. 

192 
Sophia,  Electress  of  Hanover:  207.  213 
Spa,  Description  of:    153.     Party  at:   I. 

270 
Sporcken,  Marshall :  II.  245 
Spreul,  of  Cowdon:  13.  53.  77 
Stair,  President ;  his  death  :  193 

Earl  of:  II.  184 

Stamp  Act,  Debates  on :  II.  59.  sqq 
Stanhope,  Earl  of:  II.  195 
Stanley,  Lord  :  II.  237.  250 
Steward  of  Scotland,  Robert :  4 

Walter :  5 

Stewart,  of  Ralston,  Sir  John :  5 
of  Ardgowan :  9.  30.  51.  1.  41.  109. 

II.  372 

of  Hartwood :  27 

of  Goodtrees,  &C,  Sir  James,    Lord 

Advocate:  28.  32.  185.  His  death  :  230 

of  Coltness,  &c,  Sir  James  Solicitor 

General:  208.  243.     Walter:  184.  sqq 

Sir  James :    I.  42.  7 1 . 

85.  sqq.  156.  H.  79.  80.  108.  253.  His 
forfeiture :  I.  42.  His  pardon :  I.  243. 
256.  II.  97.  100.  His  notes  on  Scotch 
banking:  I.  209.  221.  His  Political 
Economy :  II.  8C.  83.  His  State  of  the 
revenue  of  Scotland:  H.  223 
,   General  Sir  James : 


37.  L  42.  264 


Stewart  of  Coltness,  Anne,  "  Lady  Cald- 
well : "  28.  I.  3.  Her  religious  vows  : 
256 

Marion,  Mrs.  Scott :  28. 

206.  sqq 

Sir  David:  227.219 

of  Allanton,  Sir  Walter :  27 

of  Torrance,  Andrew,  M.  P.  :  34.  I. 

255.  H.  26.  122.  151.  152.  153.  206. 
His  interview  with  Lords  Camden  and 
Stair:  H.  ^84.  187.  sqq.  Letters  to 
Lord  Mansfield  :  H.  [210.]  sqq.  219 

Colonel,    afterwards 


General,  John :  H.  180.  192 

of  Castlemilk,  Sir  Archibald  :  I.  44. 

61.89 

Archibald,  Provost  of  Edinburgh:  I. 

73 

of  Roisland  :  84 

of  Blackball:  113 

of  Ardshiel :  I.  135 

,  Professor  Matthew,  of  Edinburgh  : 

1.207 

,  Colonel  John,  of  the  Scoto-Dutch 

Brigade:  H.  51 

,  Charles  Edward,  Expedition  of  in 

1745:  I.  68.  sqq 
Stipends  of  Scotch  clergy :  II.  269 
Stirling,  English  garrison  at :  120 
Stonefield,  Lord  :  H.  9 
Stormont,  Lord,  Ambassador  at  Paris :  H. 

304 
Storks,  in  Holland:  172 
Strachan,  William  :  H.  206 
Strichen  (Fraser),  Lord  :  L  276.  281 
Suffolk,  Lord :  H.  59 
Susanna,  Countess  of  Eglinton  :  I.  8.   Her 

spelling:  II.  55.     Her  rats:  II.  56 
Sutherland,  Countess  of:  215 
Suttie,  Sir  George :  IL  92 

T. 

Tacks,  or  Leases  of  land,  Series  of,  from 

1586  to  1854:  273.  sqq 
Tailzeour,  Walter :  197 
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Tarbet,  Viscount :  186.  197 

Tay,  Bridge  over,  at  Perth  :  II.  9.  14.  18. 
21.  172 

Temple,  Lord :  II.  59 

Tenants  of  land,  their  Service  dues  in 
1631 :  276.  sqq 

Thornton,  Mure  of:   17,  18.  20.  98.  185 

,  Cuningham  of:  17 

Thurlow,  Lord  :  II.  123  :  152.  163.  181. 
His  letter  to  Andrew  Stuart :  152 

Ticonderoga:  I.  118 

Townsend,  Charles :  II.  46.  101.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer :  1L  91 

Traill,  Reva.  Doctor:  I.  246 

Triennial  Parliaments,  Bill  for  :  187 

Tronchin,  Mons',  of  Geneva:  I.  131.  II.  58 

Troop  horses,  levies  of,  during  the  civil 
wars:  115.  sqq 

Tullybardine,  Murray  of:  5.  Earl  of: 
179.  197 

U. 

Vaudemont,  Prince  of:  176 

Venuti,  Marchese  :  I.  35. 36 

Vere  of  Stonebyres :  I.  90 

Versailles,  party  at :  II.  314.  sqq 

Villars,  Marshal :  233 

Viterbo,  Description  of:  I.  32 

Union  of  Scotland  and  England,  effects  of: 

266 
Voltaire,  visit  to,  at  Ferney :  II.  203 

W. 

Wagger,  Sir  Charles  :  255 
Waldegrave,  Lady :  H.  79.  104 
Walker,  Revd  Dr.,  Eesearches  in  the  High- 
lands :  1.271.  sqq.  H.  44 


Wallace  of  Johnston  :  1 3.  77 

Waller,  Mr.,  M.  P. :  I.  48.  55 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert :  233 

Warwick,  Errl  of:  H.  23 

Watson,  Dr.  Rob1 :  H.  109 

Wauchope  of  Kildovinnan,  M.P.  for  Bute- 
shire: I.  155 

of  Niddry  :  I.  159 

Webster,  D\  :  H.  9 

Wedderburn,  Lord  Chancellor:  L  134. 
150.  U.  57.  62.  163.  181 

Weights  and  measures  act:  II.  17 

West  Lowland  Fencibles :  II.  347.  sqq 

Whisky,  recent  use  of  in  Lowlands  of 
Scotland:  126 

Wilkes,  John  :  I.  200.  II.  150.  His  duel 
with  Sam1  Martin  :  I.  203.  sqq.  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  H.  of  Lords  concerning 
him :  I.  206 

William  III.,  His  camp  and  court :  175 

Williamson,  Professor  James  of  Glasgow, 
I.  177 

Winton,  Earl  of:  I.  160.  sqq 

Wishart,  Sir  James  :  233 
Revd  Dr. :  267.  I.  246 

Wittenberg,  Duke  of:  174.  175 

Wolfenbiittel  Princess  of:  218 

Wood,  Robert  ("  Palmyra") :  41.  I.  132. 
153.  179.  239  :  II.  79.  Deprived  of  his 
office :  II.  58 

Y. 

York,  Dukes  of:  II.  58.  76.  347.  366 

,  Archbishop  of:  II.  76 

Yorke,  Charles,  Lord  Chancellor  :  n.  148. 

163 
Yorktown,  Siege  of,  and  Surrender  of  the 

British  at :  II.  344.  sq. 
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